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/CONGRESS had been opened at 
I Niemerow in Poland, to coinpromiBe ~ 
i the differences between the czarina 
n and the gr^md seignior: but this prov- 
I ing inefTectual, the emperor declared 
] war against the Turks, and demanded 
? assistance from the diet of the empire. 
He concerted the operations of the campaign with the 
empress of Muscovy. It was agreed that the imperialists, 
under count Seckendorf, should attack Widin in Servia, 
while the Russians, commanded by count de Munich, 
should penetrate to the Ukraine, and besiege Oczakow, 
on the Borysthenes. They accordingly advanced against 
this place, which was garrisoned by twenty thousand men ; 
and on the side of the Borysthenes defended by eighteen 
galleys. The Muscovites carried on their approaches 
with such impetuosity and perseverance, that the Turks 
were terrified at their valour, and in a few days capitu- 
lated. Among those who signalized themselves by un- 
common marks of prowess in these attacks, was general 
Keith, now field-marshal in the Prussian service, who was 
dangerously wounded on this occasion. Meanwhile count 
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1737. Some of their ships of war had actually attacked a fleet of 
English merchant ships at the island of Tortugas, as if 
they bad been at open enmity with England. They had 
seisEed and detained a great number of British ressels, im^ 
prisoned their crews, and confiscated their cargoes, in yio- 
lation of treaties, in defiance of common justice and hu« 
inanity. Repeated memorials v^ere presented to the court 
of Spain by the British ambassador at Madrid : he was 
amused with evasiTC answers, rague promises of inquiry, 
and cedulas of instructions sent to the Spanish governors 
in America, to which they paid no sort of regard. Not 
but that the Spaniards had reason to eomplain, in their 
turn, of the illicit commerce which the English traders 
from Jamaica and other islands carried ,on with their sub* 
jects on the continent of South America: though this 
could not justify the depredations and cruelties which the 
commanders of the guarda-costas had committed, without 
provocation or pretence. 

VI. The merchants of England loudly complained of 
these outrages ; the nation was fired with resentment, and 
cried for vengeance ; but the minister appeared cold, 
phlegmiitic, and timorous. He knew that a war would in* 
volve him in such difficulties as must of necessity endanger 
his administration : the treasure which he now employed 
• for domestic purposes, must in that case be expended m 
military armaments : the wheels of that machine on which 
he had raised his influence would no longer move : the 
opposition would of consequence gain ground, and the im- 
position of fresh taxes, necessary for the maintenance of 
the war, would fill up the measure of popular resentment 
against his person and ministry. Moved by these consi* 
derations, he industriously endeavoured to avoid a rup- 
ture, and to obtain some sort of satisfaction by dint of me* 
mortals and negotiations ; in which he betrayed his own 
fears to such a degree, as animated the Spaniards to per* 
sist in their depredations, and encouraged the court of 
Madrid to disregard the remonstrances of the British am* 
bassador. But this apprehension of war did not proceed 
from Spain only : the two branches of the house of Bour* 
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bon were now united by politics, as well as by consanguin- 1737. 
ity; and he did not doubt that, in case of a rupture with *-*-*-^ 
Spain, they would join their forces against Great Britain. 
Petitions were delivered to the house by merchants from 
different parts of the kingdom, explaining the repeated 
violences to which they had been exposed, and imploring 
relief of the parliament. These were referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole house ; and an order was made to 
admit the petitioners, if they should think fit, to be heard 
by themselves or by counsel. Sir John Barnard moved 
for an address to the king, that all the memorials and 
papers relating to the Spanish depredations should be laid 
before the house ; and this, with some alteration proposed 
by sir Robert Walpole, was actually presented. In com*- 
pliance with the request, an enormous multitude of letters 
and memorials was produced. 

VII. The house, in a grand committee, proceeded to 
hear counsel for the merchants, and examine evidence ; 
by which it appeared that amazing acts of wanton cruelty 
and injustice had been perpetrated by Spaniards on the 
subjects of Great Britain. Mr. Pulteney expatiated upon 
these circumstances of barbarity : he demonstrated, from 
treaties, the right of the British traders to the logwood of 
Campeachy, and to the salt of Tortugas : he exposed the 
pusillanimity of the minister, and the futility of his nego- 
tiations: he moved for such resolutions as would evince 
the resentment of an injured nation, and the vigour of a 
British parliament. These were warmly combated by sir 
Robert Walpole, who affirmed, they would cramp the 
ministers in their endeavours to compromise these differ- 
ences: that they would frustrate their negotiations, en- 
trench upon the king's prerogative, and precipitate the 
nation into an unnecessary and expensive war. Answers 
produced repUes, and a general debate ensued. A reso- 
lution was reported; but the question being put for re- 
committing it, was carried in the negative. The house, 
however, agreed to an address, beseeching his majesty to 
use his endeavours to obtain effectual relief for his injured 
subjects, to convince the court of Spain that his majesty 
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1737. could no longer suffer such constant and repeated insults 
' and injuries to be carried on, to the dishonour of his 

crown, and to the ruin of his trading subjects ; and as- 
suring him, that in case his royal and friendly instances with 
the catholic king should miscarry, the house would effec- 
tually support his majesty in taking such measures as 
honour and justice should make it necessary for him to 
pursue. To this address the king made a favourable answer. 
A. D. 1738. VIII. The next important subject on which both sides 
exercised their talents, was a bill prepared and brought in 
by Mr. Pulteney, for the more effectual securing the trade 
of his majesty's subjects in America. This was no other 
than the revival of part of two acts passed in the reign of 
queen Anne, by which the property of all prizes taken 
from the enemy was vested in the captors: while the sove- 
reign was empowered to grant commissions or charters to 
any persons or societies, for taking any ships, goods, har- 
bours, lands, or fortifications, of the nation's enemies in 
America, and for holding and enjoying the same as their 
own property and estate for ever. The ministry endea* 
Toured to evade the discussion of this bill, by amusing the 
house with other business, until an end should be put to 
the session. A mean artifice was practised with this view ; 
and some severe altercation passed between sir Robert 
Walpole and Mr. Pulteney. At length the bill was read, 
and gave rise to a very long and warm contest, in which 
the greatest orators of both sides found opportunities to 
display their eloquence and satire. Mr. Pulteney defended 
the bill with all the ardour of paternal affection ; but, not- 
withstanding his warmest endeavours, it was rejected upon 
a division. 

IX. When the mutiny bill was sent up to the house of 
lords, a long debate arose upon the number of troops 
voted for the ensuing year. Lord Carteret explained the 
situation of affairs in almost every nation of Europe with 
great conciseness and precision. He demonstrated the 
improbability of a rupture between Great Britain and any 
power against which a land army could be of any service. 
He examined the domestic circumstances of the nation, 
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and proved, that whatever discontents there might be in 1738. 
the kingdom, there was little or no disaffection, and no 
seeming design to overturn or disturb the government. In 
answer to an argument, that such a number of regular 
forces was necessary for preventing or quelling tumults, 
and for enabling the civil magistrate to execute the laws of 
his country, he expressed his hope that he should never 
see the nation reduced to such unfortunate circumstances: 
he said, a law which tlie. civil power was unable to exe- 
cute, must either be in itself oppressive, or such a one as 
afforded a handle for oppression. In arguing for a reduc- 
tion of the forces, he took notice of the great increase of 
the national expense : he observed, that before the revo- 
lution, the people of England did not raise above two mil- 
lions for the whole of the public charge; but now, what 
was called the current expense, for which the parliament 
annually provided, exceeded that sum ; besides the civil 
list, the interest due to the public creditors, and the sink- 
ing fund, which, added together, composed a burthen of 
six millions yearly. The earl of Chesterfield, on the same 
subject, affirmed, that slavery and arbitrary power were 
the certain consequences of keeping up a standing army 
for any number of years. It is the machine by which the 
chains of slavery are rivetted upon a free people. They 
may be secretly prepared by corruption; but, unless a 
standing army protected those that forged them, the peo- 
ple would break them asunder, and chop off the polluted 
hands by which they were prepared. By degrees, a free 
people must be accustomed to be governed by an army : 
by degrees, that army must be made strong enough to hold 
them in subjection. England had for many years been 
accustomed to a standing army, under pretence of its 
being necessary to assist the civil power ; and by degrees 
the number and strength of it have been increasing. At 
the accession of the late king, it did not exceed six thou- 
sand : it soon amounted to double that number, which has 
been since augmented under various pretences. He there- 
fore concluded, that slavery, under the disguise of an army 
for protecting the liberties of the people, was creeping io 
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1738. upon them by degrees : if no reduction should be made, 
he declared he should expect in a few years to hear some 
minister, or favourite of a minister, terrifying the house 
with imaginary plots and invasions, and making the tour 
of £urope in search of possible dangers, to show the ne- 
cessity of keeping up a mercenary standing army, three 
times as numerous as the present. In spite of these sug- 
gestions, the standing army maintained its groimd. The 
same noblemen, assisted by lord Bathurst, distinguished 
themselves in a debate upon the Spanish depredations, 
which comprehended the same arguments that were used 
in the house of commons. They met with the same suc- 
cess in both. Resolutions equivalent to those of the lower 
house were taken : an address was presented ; and his 
majesty assured them he would repeat, in the most press- 
ing manner, his instances at the court of Spain, in order 
to obtain satis&ction and security for his subjects trading 
to America. This assurance was renewed in his speech 
at the close of the session, on the twentieth of May, when 
the parliament was prorogued. 

X. At this period the princess of Wales was delivered 
of a son, who was baptized by the name of George, now 
king of Great Britain. His birth was celebrated with un- 
common rejoicings : addresses of congratulation were pre- 
sented to the king by the two universities, and by almost 
all the cities and communities of the kingdom. But the 
prince of Wales still laboured under the displeasure of his 
majesty, who had ordered the lord chamberlain to signify 
in the gazette, that no person who visited the prince 
should be admitted to the court of St. James's. His royal 
highness was divested of all the external marks of royalty, 
and lived like a private gentleman, cultivating the virtues 
of a social life, and enjoying the best fruits of conjugal 
felicity. In the latter end of this month, rear-admiral 
Haddock set sail with a strong squadron for the Medi- 
terranean, which it was hoped would give weight to the 
negotiation of the British minister at the court of Madrid. 
The act to discourage the retail of spirituous liquors had 
incensed the populace to such a degree as occasioned 
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numberless tumaks in the cities of London and Westmin- 1738. 
ster. They were so addicted to the use of that pernicious ' 
compound known by the appellation of gin or geneva, that 
they ran all risks rather than forego it entirely ; and so 
little regard was paid to the law by which it was prohi* 
bited, that in less than two years twelve thousand persons 
within the bills of mortality were convicted of having sold 
it illegally. Nearly one half of that number were cast in 
the penalty of one hundred pounds; and three thousand 
persons paid ten pounds each, for an exemption from the 
disgrace of being committed to the house of correction. 

XL The war maintained by the emperor and the czar* 
ina against tlie Ottoman porte, had not yet produced any 
decisive event. Count Seckendorf was disgraced and 
confined on account of his ill success of the last campaign* 
Greneral Doxat was tried by a council of war at Belgrade, 
and condemned to death for having surrendered to the 
enemy the town of Nissa, in which he commanded. The 
diet of the empire granted a subsidy of fifty R(»nan 
months to the emperor, who began to make vigorous pre* 
parations for the ensuing campaign: but in the mean « 
time Ragotski, vaivode of Transylvania, revolted against 
the house of Austria, and brought a considerable army 
into the field, under the protection of the grand seignior* 
He was immediately proclaimed a rebel, and a price set 
upon his head by the court of Vienna. The Turks taking 
the field early, reduced the fort of Usitza and Meadia, and 
undertook the siege of Orsova, which, however, they 
abandoned at the approach of the imperial army, com* 
manded by the grand duke of Tuscany, assisted by count 
Konigsegg. The Turks, being reinforced, marched back, 
and attacked the imperialists, by whom they were re- 
pulsed after an obstinate engagement. The Germans, 
notwithstanding this advantage repassed the Danube; and 
then the infidels made themselves masters of Orsova, 
where they found a fine train of artillery, designed for the 
siege of Widin. By the conquest of this place, the Turks 
laid the Danube open to their galleys and vessels ; and 
the Germans retired under the cannon of Belgrade. In 
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1738. the Ukrainci the Russians under general count Munich 
obtained the advantage over the Turks in two engage- 
ments ; and general Lacy routed the Tartars of the Cri- 
mea ; but they returned in greater numbers, and harassed 
the Muscovites in such a manner, by intercepting their 
provisions, and destroying the country, that they were 
obUged to abandon the lines of Precops. 

; XU. In the month of October, an affair of very small 
importance produced a rupture between the king of Den- 
mark and the elector of Hanover. A detachment of 
Hanoverians took by assault the castle of Steinhorst, be- 
longing to the privy counsellor Wederkop, and defended 
by thirty Danish dragoons, who had received orders to 
repel, force by force. Several men were killed on both 
sides before the Hanoverians could enter the place, when 
the garrison was disarmed and conducted to the frontiers. 
This petty dispute about a small territory, which did not 
yield the value of one thousand pounds a year, had well 
nigh involved Hanover in a war, which, in all probability, 
Great Britain must have maintained: but this dispute was 
compromised by a convention between the kings of Eng- 
land and Denmark. 

XIII. The session of parliament was opened on the 
first day of February, when the king in his speech to 
both houses gave them to understand, that a convention 
ifas concluded and ratified between him and the king of 
Spain, who had obliged himself to make reparation to the 
British subjects for their losses by certain stipulated pay- 
ments: the plenipotentiaries were named and appointed 
for regulating, within a limited time, all those grievances 
and abuses which had hitherto interrupted the commerce 
of Great Britain in the American seas; and for settling all 
matters of dispute, in such a manner as might for the 
future prevent and remove all new causes and pretences 
of complaint. The motion for an address of approbation 
was disputed as usual. Though the convention was not 
yet laid before the house, the nature of it was well known 
to the leaders of the opposition. Sir William Windham 
observed, that if the ministry had made the resolutiona 
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taken by the parliament in the last session the foundation 1738^ 
of their demands ; if they had discovered a resolution to '' 
break off all treating^ rather than depart from the sense- 
of parliament ; either a defensive treaty might have been 
obtained, or by this time the worst would have been 
known : but, by what appeared from his majesty's speech, 
the convention was no other than a preliminary ; and, in 
all probability, a very bad preliminary. He supposed the 
minister had ventured to clothe some of his creatures with 
full powers. to give up the rights of the nation; for they 
might do it if they durst. Sir Robert Walpole, in answer 
to these suggestions, affirmed, that the ministry had on 
this occasion obtained more than ever on like occasions 
was known to be obtained : that they had reconciled the 
peace of their country with her true interest: that this 
peace was attended with all the advantages that the most 
successful arms could have procured: that future ages 
would consider this as the most glorious period of our 
history, and do justice to the councils that produced the 
happy event, which every gentleman divested of passion 
and prejudice was ready to do ; and which, he believed, 
the present age, when rightly informed, would not refuse. 
In a word, he extolled his own convention with the most 
extravagant encomiums. 

XIV. The house resolved to address the king, that 
copies of all the memorials, representations, letters, and 
papers, presented to his majesty, or his secretary of 
state, relating to depredations, should be submitted to 
the perusal of the house : but some members in the oppo- 
sition were not contented with this resolution. Then Mr. 
Sandys, who may be termed the '^ motion maker,'* moved 
for an address, desiring that the house might inspect all 
letters written, and instructions given by the secretaries 
of state, or commissioners of the admiralty, to any of the 
British governors in America, or any commander in chief, 
•or captains of his majesty's ships of war, or his majesty's 
minister at the court of Spain, or any of his majesty's con- 
suls in Europe, since the treaty of Seville, relating to the 
losses which the British subjects had sustained by means 
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173B. of depredations coamitted by the subjects of Spain id 
""""■^Europe and America. This was an unreasonable pro- 
posal, suggested by the spirit of animosity and faction. 
Mr. H. Walpole justly obserred, that a compliance with 
each an address might lay open the most private tran»* 
actions of the cabinet, and discover secrets that ought, for 
the good of the- kingdom, to be concealed. It would dis^ 
cover to the court of Spain the uUimaium of the king's 
demands and concessions, and the nation would thereby 
be deprived of many advantages which it might reap, 
were no such discovery made. He said, that so soon as 
the differences betwixt the two courts should arrive at 
such a crisis, and not before, the consuls were instnioted 
to give nolive to the merchants, that they might retire in 
time with their effects; but should such instruction come 
to the knowledge of the Spaniards, it would be a kind of 
watch-word to put them on their guard, and unavoidably 
occasion the ruin of many thousands of British subjects^ 
€ertain it is, no government could act either in external 
or doMestic affidrs with proper influence, dignity, and de« 
spatdi, if every letter and instruction relating to an HA* 
finished negotiation should be exposed to the view of 
such a nuineroiis assembly, composed of individuals ae» 
tuated by motives in themselves diametrically opposite* 
The motion being rejected by the majority, the same gen- 
llenan moved again for an address, that his majesty would 
give directions for laying before the house copies of such 
memorials or representations as had been made, either to 
the lung of Spain or to his minbters, since the treaty of 
Seville, relating to the depredations committed in Europe 
or America. A debate ensued ; and, upon a division, the 
question passed in the negative. 

XV. The house, in a committee of supply, voted twdve 
thousand seamen for the service of the ensuing year, 
amd the standing army was continued without reduction^ 
though power&Uy attacked by the whole strength of the 
opposition. The commons likewise ordered an adcfaress 
to his majesty, for the copies of several memorials since 
the treaty of Seville, touching the rights of Great 
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ar any infractioa of treaties which had not been laid be* nae. 
fore them. These were accordingly submitted to the in- 
spection of the house. By this time the convention itself 
was not only presented to the commons, but also pub- 
lished for the information of the people. Divers mer- 
chants, planters, and others trading to America, the cities 
of London and Bristol, the merchants of Liverpool, and 
owners of sundry ships which had been seized by the 
Spaniards, ofiered petitions against the convention, by 
which the subjects of Spain were so far from giving up 
their groundless and unjustifiable practice of visiting and 
searching British ships sailing to and from the British 
plantations, that they appeared to have claimed the power 
of doing it as a right ; for they insisted that the differ^ 
enoes which had arisen concerning it should be referred 
to plenipotentiaries, to be discussed by them, without 
even agreeing to abstain from such visitation and search 
during the time that the discussion of this affahr might 
last. They therefore prayed that they might have an 
opportunity of being heard, and allowed to represent the 
great importance of the British trade to and from the 
plantations in America; the dear indisputable right 
which they had to enjoy it, without being stopped, vi- 
sited, or searched by the Spaniards, on any pretence 
whatsoever ; and the certain inevitable destruction of aU 
the riches and strength derived to Great Britain from that 
trade, if a search of British ships sailing to and from thrir 
own plantations should be tolerated upon any pretext, or 
under any restrictions, or even if the freedom of this na- 
vigation should continue much longer in a state oi uncer* 
tainty. These petitions were referred to die committee 
appointed to consider of the convention. Another remon- 
strance was likewise presented by the trustees for esta* 
blishing the colony of Georgia, setting forth, that the 
king of Spain claimed that colony as part of his territo- 
ries; and that by the convention, the regulation of the 
limits of Carolina and Florida was referred to the deter- 
mination of plenipotentiaries ; so that the colony of Geor- 
gia, which undoubtedly belonged to the crown of Great 
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1738. Britaini was left in dispute, while the settlers remained in 

""^ the most precarious and dangerous situation. It was 

moved, that the merchants should be heard by their 

counsel: but the proposal was strenuously opposed by 

the ministry, and rejected upon a division. 

XVI. This famous convention, concluded at the Prtido 
on the fourteenth day of January, imported, that within 
six weeks, to be reckoned from the day on which the rati- 
fications were exchanged, two ministers plenipotentiaries 
should meet at Madrid, to confer, and finally regulate the 
respective pretensions of the two crowns, with relation to 
the trade and navigation in America and Europe, and to 
the limits of Florida and Carolina, as well as concerning 
other points which remained likewise to be adjusted, ac* 
cording to the former treaties subsisting between the two 
nations: that the plenipotentiaries should finish their con- 
ferences within the space of eight months : that in the 
mean time no progress should be made in the fortifications 
of Florida and Carolina: that his catholic majesty should 
pay to the king of Great Britain the sum of ninety-five 
thousand pounds, for a balance due to the crown and 
subjects of Great Britain, after deduction made of the de- 
mands of the crown and subjects of Spain : that this sum 
should be employed for the satisfaction, discharge, and 
payment of the demands of the British subjects upon the 
crown of Spain : that this reciprocal discharge, however, 
should not extend or relate to the accounts and difibr- 
ences which subsisted and were to be settled between the 
crown of Spain and the Assiento company, nor to any 
particular or private contracts that might subsist between 
either of the two crowns, or their ministers, with the sub- 
jects of the other ; or between the subjects and subjects 
of each nation respectively: that his catholic majesty 
should cause the sum of ninety-five thousand pounds to 
be paid at London within four months, to be reckoned 
from the day on which the ratifications were exchanged. 
Such was the substance of that convention, which alarmed 
and provoked the merchants and traders of Great Britain, 
excited the indignation of all those who retained any re* 
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gard for the honour of their country^ and raised a general 1738. 
cry against the minister who stood at the hehn of admi- " 

iiistration. 

XVII. The eyes of the whole kingdom were now turned 
npon the house of commons. The two contending parties' 
summoned their whole force for the approaching dispute r 
on the day appointed for considering the convention^ four 
hundred members had taken their seats by eight in the 
morning. In a committee of the whole house, certain- 
West India merchants and planters were heard against 
the convention ; so that this and the following day were 
employed in reading papers, and obtaining information. 
On the eighth day of March, Mr. H. Walpole having 
launched out in the praise of that agreement, moved for an 
address of approbation to his majesty. He was seconded 
by Mr. Campbell, of Pembrokeshire; and the debate 
began with extraordinary ardour. He who first distin-^ 
guished himself in the lists was sir Thomas Sanderson, at 
that time treasurer to the prince of Wales, afterwards 
earl of Scarborough. All the officers and adherents of 
his royal highness had joined the opposition; and he him- 
self on this occasion sat in the gallery, to hear the debate 
on such an important transaction. Sir Thomas Sander- 
ton observed, that the Spaniards by the convention, in* 
stead of giving us reparation, had obliged us to give them 
a general release. They had not allowed the word satis- 
faction to be so much as once mentioned in the treaty. 
Even the Spanish pirate who had cut off the ear of 
captain Jenkins '', and used the most insulting expression 

* Captain JeDkios was master of a Scottish merchant ship. He was boarded 
by the captain of a Spanish guarda-costa, who treated him in the most bar- 
barous manner. The Spaniards, after having rummaged his vessel for what 
they called contraband commodities, without finding any thing tojustify their 
search, insulted Jenkins with the roost opprobrious invecti?es. Iney tore olP 
one of his ears, bidding him carry it to his king, and tell him they would serve 
him in the same manner should an opportunity offer : they tortured him with the 
most shocking cruelty, and threatened him with immediate death. This man 
was examined at the bar of the house of commons; and being asked by a mem- 
ber what he thought when he found himself in the hands of such barbarians'! 
"I recommended my soul to God/' said he, " and my cause to my country.". 
The behaviour of this brave seaman, the sight of his ear, which was produced, 
with his account of the indignities which had been offered to the nation and sove- 
reign of Great Britain, filled the whole house with indignation. Jenkins wa* 

VOL. III. C 
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173e. towards the person of the king — an expression which no 
British subject could decently repeat — an expression 
which no man that had a regard for his sovereign could 
ever forgive— «ven this fellow lived to enjoy the fruits 
of his rapine^ and remained a living testimony of the 
cowardly tameness and mean submission of Great Britaia; 
of the triumphant haughtiness and stubborn pride of 
Spain^ Lord Gage> one of the most keen, spirited, and 
sarcastic orators in the bouse, stated in this manner the 
account of the satisfaction obtained from the court of 
Spain by the convention: the losses sustained by the 
Spanish depredations amounted to three hundred and 
forty thousand pounds ; the commissary, by a stroke of 
his pen, reduced this demand to two hundred thousand 
pounds; then forty-five thousand were struck off for 
prompt payment : he next allotted sixty thousand pounda 
as the remaining pairt of a debt pretended to be due to 
Spain, for the destruction of her fleet by sir George 
Byng; though it appeared by the instructions on the 
table, that Spain had been already amply satisfied on that 
head: these deductions reduced the balance to ninety- 
five thousand pounds; but the king of Spain insisted upon 
the South sea company's paying immediately the sum of 
sixty-eight thousand pounds, as a debt due to him on one 
head of accounts, though in other articles, his cathoUo 
majesty was indebted to the company a million over and 
above the demand : the remainder to be paid by Spam 
did not exceed seven and twenty thousand pounds, from 
which she insisted upon deducting whatever she might 
have already given in satisfaction for any of the British 
ships that had been taken ; and on being allowed the value 
of the St. Theresa, a Spanish ship which had been seized 
ill the port of Dublin. Mr. W. Pitt, with an energy of 
argument and diction peculiar to himself, declaimed 
against the convention, as insecure, unsatisfactory, and 

afterward emploTed io the service of the £a«t India company: he appraiFsd 
himMlf worthy of his good fbrtnne in a long engagement with the pirate Angria, 
during which he behaved with extraordinary courage and conduct ; and saved 
his own ship, with three others that were under his convoy. 
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cb^honourable to Great Britain. He said the great na- 1738. 
tional objection, the aearching of British ships, was not 
admitted, indeed, in the preamble; but stood there as the 
veproacb of tlie wh<^, as the strongest evidence of the 
fattal submission that followed : on the part of Sipain, an 
usurpation, an inhuman tyranny oladmed and exercised 
over the American seas ; on the part of England, an un- 
doubted right by treaties, and from God and nature de* 
diwed and asserted in the resolutions of parliament ; were 
now referred to the discusaion of plenipotentiaries, upon 
one And the same equal foot. This undoubted right was 
to be discussed and regulated ; and if to regulate be to pre- 
seribe rules, as in all construction it is, that right vras, by the 
espress words of the convention, to be given uip and sacri- 
ficed ; for it must cease to be an^ thing from the moment 
it is Bubnutted to limitation. Mr« Lyttelton, with equal 
force and fluency, answered tbe speech of Mr. H. Wal^ 
pole. *' After he had used many arguments to persuade 
us to peace,'* said he, " to any peace, good or bad, by point- 
ing out the dangeirs of a war» dangers I by ao meana allow 
to be such as he represents them, he crowned all those 
terrors with the name of the pretender. It would be the 
cause of the pretender. The pretender would come. Is 
the honourable gentleman sensible What thb language im- 
ports ? The people of England complain of the greatest 
wrongs and indignities : they complain of the interruption, 
the destruction of their trade ; they think the peace has 
left them in a worse condition than before : and, in answer 
to all these complaints, what are they told ? Why, that 
their continuing to suffer all this, is the price they must 
pay to keep the king and his family on the throne of these 
realms. If this were true, it ought not to be owned : but 
it ia far from truth; the very reverse is true. Nothing 
can weaken the family, nothing can shake the establish- 
ment, but such measures as these, and such language as 
tills. ** He affirmed, that if the ministers had proceeded 
conformably to the intentions of parliament, they would 
either have acted with vigour, or have obtained a real 
security in an express acknowledgement of our right not 

c2 
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1738. to be searched as a preliminary, sine qua nan, to our treat- 
ing at all. Instead of this, they had referred it to pleni- 
potentiaries. "Would you,*' sir, said he, "submit to a 
reference, whether you may travel unmolested from your 
bouse in town to your house in the country? Your right 
is clear and undeniable, why would you have it discussed? 
but much less would you refer it, if two of your judges 
belonged to a gang which has often stopped and robbed 
you in your way thither before." — The ministers, in vindi- 
cation of the convention, asserted, that the satisfaction 
granted by Spain was adequate to the injury received : 
that it was only the preliminary of a treaty which would 
remove all causes of complaint : that war was always ex- 
pensive and detrimental to a trading nation, as well as un- 
certain in its events : that France and Spain would cer- 
tainly join their forces in case of a rupture with Great 
Britain : that there was not one power in Europe upon 
which the English could depend for effectual assistance : 
and that war would favour the cause and designs of a 
popish pretender. The house, upon a division, agreed to 
the address ; but when a motion was made for its being 
recommitted, the two parties renewed the engagement 
with redoubled eagerness and impetuosity. Sir William 
Windham and Mr. Pulteney poured all the thunder of 
their eloquence against the insolence of Spain, and the 
concessions of the British ministry. Sir Robert Walpole 
exerted all his fortitude and dexterity in defence of him- 
self and his measures; and the question being put, the 
resolutions for the address were carried by a small ma- 
jority. 

XVIII. Then sir William Windham, standing up, 
made a pathetic remonstrance upon this determination. 
^* This address," said he, " is intended to convince man- 
kind, that the treaty under our consideration is a reason- 
able and an honourable treaty. But if a majority of 
twenty-eight in such a full house should fail of that suc- 
cess ; if the people should not implicitly resign their 
reason to a vote of this house, what will be the conse- 
quence? Will not the parliament lose its authority? Will 
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.it not be thought, that even in the parlianient we are i'73B. 
governed by a faction^ and what the cbn&eqiience of this 
may be, I leave to those gentlemen to donsider, who are 
now to give their vote for this address : for my own part, 
I will trouble you with no more ; but, with these my last 
words, I sincerely pray to Almighty God, who has so 
often wonderfully protected these kingdoms, that he will 
graciously continue his protection over them, by presierv- 
ing us from that impending danger which threatens the 
nation from without, and likewise from that impend- 
ing danger which threatens our constitution from with- 
in." The minister was on this occasion deserted by 
his usual temper, and even provoked into personal 
abuse. He declared, that the gentleman who was now 
the mouth of his opponents, had been looked upon as 
the head of those traitors who twenty-five years be^ 
fore conspired the destruction of their country and of 
the royal family, in order to set a popish pretender upon 
the throne: that he was seized by the vigilance of the 
then government, and pardoned by its clemency; but all 
the use he had ungratefully made of that clemency, was 
to qualify himself according to law, that he and his party 
might some time or other have an opportunity to over- 
throw all law. He branded them all as traitors, and ex- 
pressed his hope that their behaviour would unite all the 
true friends of the present happy establishment. To such 
a degree of mutual animosity were both sides inflamed, 
that the most eminent members of ttie minority actually 
retired from parliament; and were by the nation in gene- 
ral revered as martyrs to the liberty of the people. 

XIX. The dispute occasioned by the convention in the 
house of lords, was maintained with equal warmth, and 
perhaps with more abilities. After this famous treaty had 
been considered, lord Carteret suggested, that possibly 
one of the contracting powers had presented a protest ot 
declaration, importing that she acceded to such or such a 
measure, only upon condition that the terms of that pro- 
test or declaration should be made good. He said, that 
until his mind should be free from the most distant suspi- 
cion that such a paper might exist in the present case, he 
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178#. could not form a jaat opinion of the transaction hunsetf, 
^"^"^ or communicate to tbeir lordships ^^uiy light which might 
he neoessairy lor that purpose. The adherents to the 
ministry endeavoured to evmde his curiosity in this partl- 
cular» by genejfal assertions : but he insisted on his suspi- 
.cion with such perseverance, that at length the ministry 
produced the copy of a declaration made by the king of 
Spain before he ratified the convention, signifying that 
bis catholic majesty reserved to himself, in its fiill force, 
the right of being able to suspead the assiento of negroea, 
in case the company should not pay within a short time 
the sum of sixty«eight thousand pounds sterting, owing to 
Spain on the duty of negroes, or on the profit of the ship 
Caroline; that under the validity and force of this pro^ 
test, the signing of the said eonvention might be pro*- 
ceeded on, and in no other manner. In the debate that 
ensued, lord Carteret displayed a surprising eatent ef 
political knowledge, recommended by all the graces of 
elocution^ chaste, pure, digufied, and delicate. Lord 
Bathurst argued against the articles of convention with 
his usual spirit, integrity, and good sense, particularly 
aiumated by an honest indignation which the wrongs of 
his country had inspired. The eari of Chesterfield at- 
tacked this inglorious measure with all the weight of ar- 
gument, and all the poignancy of satire. The duke ^ 
Argyle, no longer a partisan of the ministry, inveighed 
against it as infamous, treacheitHis^ and destructive, with 
all the firci impet^p6ity, and enthusiasm of declamation. 
It was defended with unequal arms by the duke of New<- 
castle, the earl of Cholmondeley, lord Hervey, the lord 
chancellor, the bishop of Salisbury, and in particular by 
the earl of Ilay, a nobleman of extensive capacity and 
luicommon erudition; remarkable for his knowledge of 
the civil law, and seemingly formed by nature for a 
politician; cool, discerning, plausible, artful, and enter- 
prising, staunch to the minister, and invariably true to 
his own interest. The dispute was learned, long, and 
obstinate ; but ended, as usual, in the discomfiture of those 
who had stigmatized the treaty. The house agreed to 
an address, in which they thanked his majesty for his 
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gradous condescemion in laying before tbem the con- 1738. 
▼tntion. They acknowledged his great prudenee in bring- ^ 

ing the demands of his subjects for their past losses, 
which had been so long depending, to a final adjustment; 
in procuring an express stipulation for a speedy payment ; 
and in laying a foundation for accomplishing the great 
and desirable ends of obtaining future security, and pre- 
serving the peace between the two nations. They de- 
clared their confidence in his royal wisdom, that in the 
treaty to be concluded, in pursuance of the convention, 
proper provisions would be made for the redress of the 
grievances of which the nation had so justly complained : 
they assured his majesty, that in case his just expecta- 
tions should not be answered, the house would heartily 
and zealously concur in all such measures as should be 
necessary to vindicate his majesty's honour, and to pre- 
serve to his subjects the full enjoyment of all those rights 
to which they were entitled by treaty and the law of 
nations. This was a hard-won victory. At the head of 
those who voted agunst the address we find the prince 
of Wales. His example was followed by six dukes, two 
and twenty earls, four viscounts, eighteen barons, four 
bishops; and their party was reinforced by sixteen proxies. 
A spirited protest was entered and subscribed by nine 
and thirty peers, comprehending all the noblemen of the 
kingdom who were most eminent for their talents, in- 
tegrity, and virtue. 

XX. A message having been delivered to the house a. D. 1739. 
from his majesty, importing, that he had settled nine and 
Airty thousand pounds per annum on the younger chil- 
dren of the royal family; and desiring their lordships 
would bring in a bill to enable his majesty to make that 
provision good, out of the hereditary revenues of the 
crown; some lords in the opposition observed, that the 
next heir to the crown might look upon this settlement as 
a mortgage of his revenue, which a parliament had n6 
power to make : that formerly no daughter of the royal 
fiimily was ever provided for by parliament, except the 
eldest, and that never was by way of annuity, but an 
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I93t). express provision of a determinate sum of money paid bf 
way of dowry. These objections mere overruled ; and 
the bouse complied with his majesty's request. Then the 
duke of Newcastle produced a subsidy treaty, by which 
his majesty obliged himself to pay to the king of Den^ 
mark seventy thousand pounds per annum, on condition 
of the Dane's furnishing to his Britannic majesty a body 
of six thousand men when demanded. At the same time 
his grace delivered a message from the king, desiring the 
bouse would enable him to fulfil this engagement; and 
also to raise what money and troops the exigency of 
affairs, during the approaching recess, might require. 
Another vehement dispute arose from this proposal. With 
respect to the treaty, lord Carteret observed, that no 
use could be made of the Danish troops in any expedi* 
tion undertaken against Spain ; because it was stipulated 
in the treaty, that they should not be used .either in Italy, 
or on board of the fleet, or be transported in whole or in 
part beyond sea, after they should have marched out of 
the territories of Denmark, except for the defence of the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland: nay, should 
France join against the English, the Danes could not act 
against that power or Spain, except as part of an army 
formed in Germany or Flanders. This body of Danes 
may be said, therefore, to have been retained for the 
defence and protection of Hanover ; or, if the interest of 
Britain was at all consulted in the treaty, it must have 
been in preventing the Danes from joining their fleets to 
those of France and Spain. Then he argued against the 
second part of the message with great vivacity. He said 
nothing could be more dangerous to the constitution than 
a general and unlimited vote of credit. Such a demand 
our ancestors would have heard with amazement, and re- 
jected with scorn. He affirmed, that the practice was but 
of modern date in England : that it was never heard of 
before the revolution; and never became frequent until 
the nation was blessed with the present wise administra- 
tion. He said, if ever a general vote of credit and con- 
fidence should become a customary compUment from the 
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parliament to the crown at the end of every session, or a3 naiK 
often as the minister* might think fit to desire it, parlia- 
ments would grow despicable in the eyes of the people : 
then a proclamation might be easily substituted in its 
atead: and happy would it be for the nation if that should 
be sufficient; for when a parliament ceases to be a check 
upon ministers, it becomes an useless and unnecessary 
burthen on the people. The representatives must always 
be paid some way or other: if their wages are not paid 
openly and surely by their respective constituents, as 
they were formerly, a majority of them may in future 
times be always ready to accept of wages from the ad- 
ministration, and these must come out of the pockets of 
the people. The duke of Argyle and the earl of Chester- 
field enlarged upon the same topics. Nevertheless the 
liouse complied with the message ; and presented an ad- 
dress, in which they not only approved of the treaty with 
Denmark, but hkewise assured his majesty they would 
concur with his measures, and support him in fulfilling 
his engagements, as well as in making such further aug- 
mentation of his forces by sea and land, as he should 
think necessary for the honour, interest, and safety of 
these kingdoms. 

XXL The same message being communicated to the 
commons, they voted seventy thousand five hundred and 
eighty-three pounds for the subsidy to Denmark, and 
five hundred thousand pounds for augmenting the forces 
on any emergency. As Great Britain stood engaged by 
the convention to pay the crown of Spain the sum of sixty 
thousand pounds in consideration of the ships taken and 
destroyed by sir George Byng, which sum was to be ap- 
plied to the relief of the British merchants who had suf- 
fered by the Spanish depredations, the commons inserted 
in a bill a clause, providing for this sum to be paid by the 
parliament. When the bill was read in the house of lords, 
a motion was made by lord Bathurst for an address, to 
know whether Spain had paid the money stipulated by 
the convention, as the time limited for the payment of it 
was now expired. The duke of Newcastle, by his ma- 
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179P> jesty's pennissioiiy acquainted the home that it was not 
""""" paid ; and that Spain had as yet given no reason for the 
non-payment. Then a day was appointed to consider the 
state of the nation, when lord Carteret moved for a reao^ 
lution, that the failure of Spain in this particular was a 
breach of the convention, a high indignity to his majesty^ 
and an injustice to the nation : but, after a warm debate^ 
this motion was overruled by the majority. The minister, 
in order to atone in some measure for the unpopular step 
he had taken in the convention, allowed a salutary law to 
pass for the encouragement of the woollen manufacture ; 
and two bills in behalf of the sugar colonies, one per* 
mitting them for a limited time to export their produce 
directly to foreign parts, under proper restrictions ; nd 
the other making more effectual provisions for securing 
the duties laid upon the importation of foreign sugars, 
rum, and molasses into Ghreat Britain, and his majesty's 
plantations in America. The supplies being voted, the 
funds established, and the crown gratiBed in every par** 
ticular, the king closed the session with a speech on the 
fourteenth day of June, when the chancellor in bis ma* 
jesty*s name prorogued the parliament ^ 

XXII. Letters of marque and reprisal were granted 
against the Spaniards; a promotion was made of general 
officers ; the troops were augmented : a great fleet was 
assembled at Spithead ; a reinforcement sent out to admi* 
ral Haddock ; and an embargo laid on all merchant ships 
outward bound. Notwithstanding these preparations of 
war, Mr. Keene, the British minister at Madrid, declared 
to the court of Spain, that his master, although he bed 

^ Amone the laws enacted in the course of this aession was an act against 
gaming, which had become universal through all ranks of people, and likely to 

J»rove dMtructive of all morals, industry, and seotimenL Another bill paased 
or granting a reward to Joanna Stevens, on her discovering, for the benefit of 
the public, a nostrum for the cure of persons afflicted with the stone; a medicite 
which has by no means answered the expectations of the legislature. 

In the house of lords complaint was made by lord Delawar of a satire, entitled 
Manners, written by Mr. Whitehead ; in which some characters of distinction 
were severely lashed, in the true spirit of poetry. It was voted a libel : a mo> 
tion was made to take the author into custody ; but he having withdrawn him- 
self, the nsentment of the house fell upon R. Dodsley, the publisber of t|it 
work, who was committed to the usher of the black rod. though lord Carteret, 
the earl of Abingdon, and lord Talbot, spoke io his behalf. 
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permitted his subjects to make reprisals, would not be nw. 
understood to hare broken the peace ; and that this per- "" 
sossion would be recall^ as soon as his catholic majesty 
should be disposed to make the satisfaction which had 
been so justly demanded. He was given to understand, 
that the lung of Spain looked upon those reprisals as acts 
of hostility; and that be hoped, with the assistance of 
beaven and his allies, he should be able to support a good 
eaose against his adrersaries. He published a manifesto 
in justification of his own conduct, complaining that ad* 
miral Haddock had received orders to cruise with his 
squadron between the capes St. Vincent and St. Mary, in 
order to surprise the Assogue ships ; that letters of re» 
prisal had been published at London in ati indecent style, 
ant even carried into cKeeution bi different parts of the 
world* He excused his non»payment of the ninety-five 
diousand pounds stipulated in the convention, by afiirnrin^ 
that the British court had fli^st contravened the articles of 
that treaty, by the orders sent to Haddock $ by continuing 
to fortify Georgia; by reinforcing the squadron at Jamaica; 
and by eluding the payment of the sixty-eight thousand 
pounds due to Spain from the South sea company, on the 
aseiento for negroes. The French ambassador at the 
Hague declared, that the king his master was obliged by 
treaties to ^usist his catholic majesty by sea and land, in 
case he should be attacked ; he dissuaded the states-gene»- 
ral from espousing the quarrel of Ghreat Britain ; and they 
assured him they would observe a strict neutrality, though 
they could not avoid furnishing his Britannic majesty with 
mich succours as he could demand, by virtue of the treaties 
subsisting between the two powers. The people of Eng- 
land were inspired with uncommon alacrity at the near 
]^ospect of war, for which they had so long clamoured; 
and the ministry, seeing it unavoidable, began to be earn- 
est and effectual in their preparations. 

XXni. The events of war were still unfavourable to 
the emperor. He had bestowed the command of his army 
upon velt-mareschal count Wallis, who assembled his forces 
in the neighbourhood of Belgrade; and advanced towards 
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vm. Crot8ka» where he was attacked by the Turks with such 
■■""'■~" impetuosity and perseverance, that he was obliged to give 
ground, after a long and obstinate engagement, in which 
he lost above six thousand men. The earl of Crawford, 
who served as a volunteer in the imperial army, signalized 
his courage in an extraordinary manner on this occasion* 
and received a dangerous wound, of which he never per- 
fectly recovered. The Turks were afterwards worsted at 
Jabouka ; nevertheless, their grand army invested Bel- 
grade on the side of Servia, and carried on the operations 
of the siege with extraordinary vigour. The emperor, 
dreading the loss of this place, seeing his finances ex« 
haustedi and his army considerably diminished, consented 
to a negotiation for peace, which was transacted under 
the mediation of the French ambassador at the Ottoman 
porte. The count de Neuperg, as imperial plenipoten*> 
tiary, signed the preliminaries on the first day of Septem- 
ber. They were ratified by the emperor; though he pre^ 
tended to be dissatisfied with the articles, and declared 
that his minister had exceeded his powers. By this treaty 
the house of Austria ceded to the grand seignior Belgrade^ 
Sabatz, Servia, Austrian Wallachia, the isle and fortress 
of Orsova, with the fort of St. Elizabeth ; and the con- 
tracting powers agreed, that the Danube and the Save 
should serve as boundaries to the two empires. The em^ 
peror published a circular letter, addressed to his mini* 
sters at all the courts in Europe, blaming count Wallis for 
the bad success of the last campaign, and disowning the 
jiegotiations of count Neuperg ; nay, these two officers 
were actually disgraced, and confined in different castles* 
This, however, was no other than a sacrifice to the resent- 
ment of the czarina, who loudly complained, that the em- 
peror had concluded a separate peace, contrary to his en* 
gagements with the Russian empire. Her general, count 
Munich, had obtained a victory over the Turks at Choc- 
zim, in Moldavia, and made himself master of that place, 
in which he found two hundred pieces of artillery : but 
the country was so ruined by the incursions of the Tartars^ 
that the Muscovites could not subsist in it during th^ 
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winter. The czarina, finding herself abandoned by the \Wk. 
emperor^ and unable to cope with the whole power of the 
Ottoman empire, took the first opportunity of putting an 
end to the war upon honourable terms. After a short 
negotiation, the conferences ended in a treaty, by which 
she was left in possession of Asoph, on condition that it» 
fortifications should be demolished ; and the ancient limits 
were re-established between the two empires. 

. XXIV. A rupture between Great Britain and Spain 
was now become inevitable. The English squadron in 
the Mediterranean had already made prize of two rich 
Caracca ships. The king had issued orders for augment- 
ing his land forces, and raising a body of marines; and a 
great number of ships of war were put in commission. 
Admiral Vernon had been sent to the West Indies, to as- 
sume the command of the squadron in those seas, and to 
annoy the trade and settlements of the Spaniards. This 
gentleman had rendered himself considerable in the house 
of commons, by loudly condemning all the measures of 
the ministry, and bluntly speaking his sentiments, what- 
ever they were, without respect of persons, and sometimes 
without any regard to decormn. He was counted a good 
ofiicer ; and this boisterous manner seemed to enhance his 
character. As he had once commanded a squadron in 
Jamaica, he was perfectly well acquainted with those seas; 
and in a debate upon the Spanish depredations, he 
chanced to affirm, that Porto Bello, on the Spanish main, 
might be easily taken: nay, he even undertook to reduce 
it with ^ix ships only. This ofier was echoed from the 
mouths of all the members in the opposition. Vernon 
was extolled as another Drake or Raleigh: he became 
the idol of a party, and his praise resounded from all 
corners of the kingdom. The minister, in order to ap- 
pease the clamours of the people on this subject, sent him 
as commander in chief to the West Indies. He was 
pleased with an opportunity to remove such a trouble- 
some censor from the house of commons ; and, perhaps, 
he was not without hope, that Vernon would disgrace 
himself and his party, by failing in the exploit he had un- 
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was reviTed, and so powerfully supported by the elo- 
' quence of sir William Windham, Mr. Pulteney, and Mr» 
Lyttelton, that it made its way through the commons to 
the upper house, where it was again lost upon a division^ 
after a very long debate. As the seamen of the kingdom 
expressed uncommon aversion to the service of the go* 
vernment, and the fleet could not be manned without 
great difficulty, the ministry prepared a bill, which was 
brought in by sir Charles Wager, for registering all sea- 
men, watermen, fishermen, and lighterman, throughout 
his majesty's dominions. Had this bill passed into a law, 
a British sailor would have been reduced to the most ab- 
ject degree of slavery : had he removed irom a certain 
district allotted for the place of his residence, he would 
have been deemed a deserter, and punished accordingly : 
he must have appeared, when summoned, at all hazards, 
whatever might have been the circumstances of his family,, 
or the state of his private affairs : had he been encum- 
bered with debt, he must either have incurred the penal- 
ties of this law, or lain at the mercy of his creditors: had 
he acquired by industry, or received by inheritance, an 
ample fortune, he would have been liable to be torn firom 
his possessions, and subjected to hardships which no man* 
would endure but from the sense of fear or indigence* 
The bill was so vigorously opposed by sir John Barnard 
and others, as a flagrant encroachment on the liberties of 
the people, that the house rejected it on the second 
reading. 

XXVII. The king having by message communicated 
to the house his intention of disposing the princess IMEary 
in marriage to prince Frederic of Hesse; and expressing 
his hope, that the commons would enable him to give a 
suitable portion to his daughter; they unanimously re- 
solved to grant forty thousand pounds for that purpose-; 
and presented an address of thanks to his majesty, for 
having communicated to the house this intended marriage. 
On the thirteenth day of March, a ship arrived from the 
West Indies, despatched by admiral Vernon, with an. acr 
count of his having taken Porto Bello, on the isthmus of 
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Darien, Mrith six ships only, and demolished all the fortifi- 1719. 
cations of the place. The Spaniards acted with such pu- 
aillanimity on this occasion^ that their forts were taken al- 
most without bloodshed; The two houses of parliament 
joined in an address of congratulation upon this success of 
his majesty's arms; and the nation in general was wonder- 
fully elated by an exploit which was magnified much above 
its merit. The commons granted every thing the crown 
thought proper to demand. They provided for eight and 
twenty thousand land forces, besides six thousand marines. 
They enabled his majesty to equip a very powerful navy ; 
they voted the subsidy to the king of Denmark ; and they 
empowered their sovereign to defray certain extraordinary 
expenses not specified in the estimates. To answer these 
uncommon grants, they imposed a land tax of four shillings 
in the pound ; and enabled his majesty to deduct twelve 
hundred thousand pounds from the sinking fund : in a 
wordy the expense of the war, during the course of the 
ensuing year, amounted to about four millions. The ses^ 
sion was closed on the twenty-ninth day of April, when 
the king thanked the commons for the supplies they had 
so liberally granted, and recommended union and modera- 
tion to both houses. 

XXVIII. During the greatest part of this winter, the A.D. 1740. 
poor had been grievously afflicted in consequence of a se- 
vere frost, which began at Christmas, and continued till 
the latter end of February. The river Thames was co- 
vered with such a crust of ice, that a multitude of people 
dwelled upon it in tents, and a great number of booths 
were erected for the entertainment of the populace. The 
navigation was entirely stopped : the watermen and fisher- 
men were disabled from earning a livelihood : the fruits of 
the earth were destroyed by the cold, which was so ex- 
treme, that many persons were chilled to death ; and this 
calamity was the more deeply felt, as the poor could not 
affi>rd to supply themselves with coal.<s and fuel, which 
were advanced in price, in proportion to the severity and 
continuance of the frost. The lower class of labourers, 
who worked in the open air, were now deprived of all 
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1740. meaiM of iubtistence : mtoy kinds of manuiacture wetrfc 
laid aside, because it was found impracticable to carry 
them on. The price of all sorts of prorision rose almost 
to a dearth: even water was sold in the streets of London* 
In this season of distress, many wretched families mual 
have perished by cold and hunger, had not those of opa^ 
lent fortuned been inspired with a remarkable spirit of 
compassion and humanity. Nothing can more redound 
to the honour of the English nation, than did those in* 
stances of benerolence and well-conducted charity which 
were then exhibited. The liberal hand was not only 
opened to the professed beggar, and the poor that owned 
their distress; but uncommon pains were taken to find 
out and relieve those more unhappy objects, who, from 
motives of false pride, or ingenuous shame, endeavoured 
to conceal their misety. These were assisted almost in 
their own despite. The solitary habitations of the widow^ 
the fatherless, and the unfortunate, were visited by die 
beneficent, who felt for the woes of their fellow creatureef 
and, to such as refused to receive a portion of the publie 
eharity, the necessaries of life were privately conveyed, in 
such a manner as could least shock the delicacy of their 
dispositions. 

XXIX. In the beginning of May, the king of Gitet 
Britain set out for Hanover, after having appointed a re- 
gency, and concerted vigorous measures for distressing 
the enemy. In a few days after his departure, the es- 
pousals of the princess Mary were celebrated by pix>xy» 
the duke of Cumberland representing the prince of Hesae; 
and in June, the princess embarked for the continents 
About the same time a sloop arrived in England with 
despatches from admiral Vernon, who, since his adventuve 
at Porto Bello, had bombarded Carthagena, and taken 
the fort of San Lorenzo, on the river of Chagire, in the 
neighbourhood of his former conquest. This month was 
likewise marked by the death of his Prussian majesty, a 
prufice by no means remarkable for great olr aniaUe qna- 
lities. He was succeeded on the throne by Frederic his 
eldest son, the late king of that realm, who has so enu<« 
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Dtndy distinguished himself as k warrior and legislator. Ih lYlO. 
Augusti the king of Great Britain concluded a treaty with 
(be landgrave of Hesse, who engaged to furnish him with 
a body of six thousand men for four years, in considera* 
tion of an annual subsidy of two hundred and fifty thou* 
sand crowns. 

XXX. Meanwhile preparations of war were Yigorously 
carried on by the ministry in England* They had wisely 
lesolved to annoy the Spaniards in their American pos- 
aessions. Three ships of war^ cruising in the bay of Bis- 
oay» fell in with a large Spanish ship of the line strongly 
mannedi and took her, after a very obstinate engagement: 
but the Assogue ships arrived, with the treasure, in Spain, 
notwithstanding the vigilance of the English commanders, 
who were stationed in a certain latitude to intercept that 
flota. One camp was formed on Hounslow heath; and 
six thousand marines, lately levied, were encamped on the 
isle of Wight, in order to be embarked for the West In- 
dies. Intelligence being received, that a strong squadron 
of Spanish ships of war waited at Ferrol for orders to sail 
to their American settlements, sir John Norris sailed with 
a powerful fleet from Spithead, to dispute their voyage ; 
and the duke of Cumberland served in person as a volun- 
teer in this expedition : but, after divers fruitless efforts, 
he was, by contrary winds, obliged to lie inactive for the 
greatest part of the summer in Torbay : and, upon advice 
that the French and Spanish squadrons had sailed to the 
West Indies in conjunction, the design against Ferrol was 
wholly laid aside. In September, a small squadron of 
•hips, commanded by commodore Anson, set sail for the 
South sea, in order to act against the enemy on the coast 
of Chili and Peru, and co-operate occasionally with admiral 
Vernon across the isthmus of Darien. The scheme was 
well laid, but ruined by unnecessary delays and unfore- 
seen accidents. But the hopes of the nation centred 
chiefly in a formidable armament designed for the north- 
ern coast of New Spain, and his cathoUc majesty's other 
settlements on that side of the Atlantic. Commissions had 
Wen issued for raising a regiment of four battalions in the 
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1740. English colonies of North America, that they might be 
transported to Jamaica, and join the forces from England* 
These, consisting of the marines, and detachments from 
some old regiments, were embarked in October at the isle 
of Wight, under the command of lord Cathcart, a noble- 
man of approved honour, and great experience in the art 
of war; and they sailed, under convoy of sir Chaloner 
Ogle, with a fleet of seven and twenty ships of the line, 
besides frigates, fireships, bomb-ketches, and tenders. 
They were likewise furnished with hospital ships, and 
store ships, laden with provision, ammunition, all sorts . of 
warlike implements, and every kind of convenience. Never 
was an armament more completely equipped ; and never 
had the nation more reason to hope for extraordinary 
success. 

XXXI. On the twentieth day of October, Charles the 
sixth, emperor of Germany, the last prince of the house 
of Austria, died at Vienna, and was succeeded in his he- 
reditary dominions by his eldest daughter, the archduchess 
Maria Theresa, married to the grand duke of Tuscany. 
Though this princess succeeded as queen of Hungary, by 
virtue of the pragmatic sanction guaranteed by all the 
powers in Europe, her succession produced such contests 
as kindled a cruel war in the empire. The young king of 
Prussia was no sooner informed of the emperor's death, 
than he entered Silesia at the head of twenty thousand 
men; seized certain fiefs to which his family laid chum; 
and published a manifesto, declaring that he had no in- 
tention to contravene the pragmatic sanction. The elec- 
tor of Bavaria refused to acknowledge the archduchess as 
queen of Hungary and Bohemia, alleging that he himself 
had pretensions to those countries, as the descendant of 
the emperor Ferdinand the first, who was head of the 
German branch of the house of Austria. Charles the 
sixth was survived but a few days by his ally, the czarina 
Anne Iwanowna, who died in the forty-fifth year of her 
age, after having bequeathed her crown to Iwan, or John, 
the infant son of her niece, the princess Anne of Mecklen- 
burgh, who had been married to Anthony Ulrick, duke of 
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Brunswick Lunenbourg-Bevem. She appointed the duke I74(k 
of Courland regent of the empire, and even guardian of 
the young czar, though his own parents were alive : but 
this disposition was not long maintained. 

XXXII. The king of Great Britain having returned to 
England from hifr German dominions, the session of par- 
liament was opened in November. His majesty assured 
them, on this occasion, that he was determined to prose- 
cute the war vigorously, even though France should es- 
pouse the cause of Spain, as her late conduct seemed to 
favour this supposition. He took notice of the emperor's 
death, as an event which, in all likelihood, would open a 
new scene of afikirs in Europe: he therefore recommended 
to their consideration the necessary supplies for putting 
the nation in sucli a posture, that it should have nothing 
to fear from any emergency. Finally, he desired them to 
consider of some proper regulations for preventing the ex- 
portation of com, and for more effectual methods to man 
the fleet at this conjuncture. The commons, after having 
voted an address of thanks, brought in a bill for prohibit- 
ing the exportation of corn and provisions, for a limited 
time, out of Great Britain, Ireland, and the American 
plantations. This was a measure calculated to distress 
the enemy, who were supposed to be in want of these ne- 
cessaries. The French had contracted for a very large 
, quantity of beef and pork in Ireland, for the use of their 
own and of the Spanish navy ; and an embargo had been 
laid upon the ships of that kingdom. The bill met with a 
vigorous opposition ; yet the house unanimously resolved, 
that his majesty should be addressed to lay an immediate 
embargo upon all ships laden with com, grain, starch, 
rice, beef, pork, and other provisions, to be exported to 
foreign parts. They likewise resolved, that the thanks of 
the house should be given to vice-admiral Vernon, for the 
services he had done to his king and country in the West 
Indies. One William Cooley was examined at the bar of 
the house, and committed to prison, after having owned 
himself author of a paper entitled. Considerations upon 
the Embargo on Provision of Victual. The performance 
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1740. contained many shrewd and severe anitnadyersions upon 
the gofemment, for having taken a step which , without 
answering the purpose of distressing the enemy, would 
prove a grievous discouragement to trade, and ruin all the 
graziers of Ireland. Notwithstanding the arguments uaed 
in this remonstrance, and several petitions that were pre* 
sented against the corn bill, it passed by mere dint of 
ministerial influence. The other party endeavoured, by 
various motions, to set on foot an inquiry into the orders, 
letters, and instructions, which had been sent to admiral 
Vernon and admiral Haddock ; but all such investigatioiw 
were carefully avoided. 

XXXIII. A very hot contest arose firom a bill whidi 
the ministry brought in under the specious title of, A biH 
for the encouragement and increase of seamen, -and for 
the better and speedier manning his majesty's fleet. This 
was a revival of the oppressive scheme which had been 
rejected in the former session; a scheme by which tbe 
justices of the peace were empowered to issue warrants to 
constables and headboroughs, to search by day or night 
for such seafaring men as should conceal themselvl^ 
within their respective jurisdictions. Those searchets 
were vested with authority to force open doors, in case of 
resistance; and encouraged to this violence by reward for 
every seaman they should discover; while the unhappy 
wretches so discovered were dragged into the service* 
and their names entered in a register to be kept at the 
navy or the admiralty oflice. Such a plan of tyranny did 
not pass uncensured. Every exceptionable clause pro- 
duced a warm debate, in which sir John Barnard, Mr* 
Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, lord Gage, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. 
Lyttelton, signalised themselves nobly in defending the 
liberties of their fellow subjects. Mr. Pitt having ex- 
pressed a laudable indignation at such a large stride to- 
wards despotic power, in justification of which nothing 
could be urged but the plea of necessity, Mr. H. Walpob 
thought proper to attack him with some personal sar- 
casms. He reflected upon his youth ; and observed that 
the discovery of truth was very little promoted by ponip« 
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ous dietion and theatrical emotion* These insinuations 1740. 
eiposed him to a seyere reply. Mr. Pitt standing up 
again, said, ** he would not undertake to determine whe- 
ther youth could be justly imputed to any man as a re* 
proach; but he affirmed, that the wretch, who after hav- 
ing leen the consequences of repeated errors, continues 
still to blunder, and whose age has only added obstinacy 
to stupidity, is surely the object of either abhorrence of 
contempt, and deserves not that his grey head should 
secure him frofn insults: much more is he to be abhorred, 
who, as he has advanced in age, has receded from virtue, 
and becomes more wicked with less temptation; whq 
prostitutes himself for money which he cannot enjoy ; and 
spends the remains of his life in the ruin of his country.** 
Petitions were presented from the city of London, and 
county of Gloucester, against the bill, as detrimental to 
the trade and navigation of the kingdom, by discouraging 
rather than encouraging sailors, and destructive to the 
liberties of the subject : but they were both rejected as 
insults upon the house of commons. After very long de- 
bates, maintained on both sides with extraordinary ardour 
and emotion, the pevere clauses were dropped, and the 
bill passed with amendments. 

- XXXIV. But the most remarkable incident of this ses- 
Hon, was an open apd personal attack upon the minister, 
vho was become extremely unpopular all over the king- 
dom. The people were now more than ever sen^ble of 
the grievous taxes under which they groaned ; and saw 
dieir burthens daily increasing. No effectual attempt 
had as yet been made to annoy the enemy. Expensive 
squadrons had been equipped, had made excursions, and 
Ttttumed without striking a blow. The Spanish fleet had 
sailed, first from Cadis, and then from FerroJ, without any 
interruption from admiral Haddock, who commanded the 
British squadron in the Mediterranean, and who was sup- 
posed to be restricted by the instructions he had received 
from the ministry, though in fact bis want of success was 
owing to accident. Admiral Vernon had written from the 
West Indies to his private friends, that he was neglected. 
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1740. and in danger of being sacrificed. Notwithstanding the 
~ numerous navy which the nation maintained, the Spaniah 

privateers made prize of the British merchant ships with 
impunity. In violation of treaties, and in contempt of that 
intimate connexion which had been so long cultivated be- 
tween the French and English ministry, the king of 
France had ordered the harbour and fortifications of 
Dunkirk to be repaired : his fleet had sailed to the Weat 
Indies, in conjunction with that of Spain ; and the mer- 
chants of England began to tremble for Jamaica : finally, 
commerce was in a manner suspended, by the practice of 
pressing sailors into the service, and by the embargo 
which had been laid upon ships, in all the ports of Great 
Britain and Ireland. These causes of popular discontent, 
added to other complaints which had been so long re- 
peated against the minister, exaggerated and inculcated 
by his enemies with unwearied industry, at length ren- 
dered him so universally odious, that his name was seldom 
or never mentioned with decency, except by his own de- 
pendents. 

XXXV. The country party in parliament seized thit 
opportunity of vengeance. Mr. Sandys went up to sir 
Robert Walpole in the house, and told him, that on 
Friday next he should bring a charge against him in pub- 
lic. The minister seemed to be surprised at this unex- 
pected intimation : but, after a short pause, thanked him 
politely for this previous notice, and said he desired no 
favour, but fair play ^. Mr. Sandys, at the time which he 
had appointed for this accusation, stood up, and in a stu- 
died speech entered into a long deduction of the minister's 
misconduct. He insisted upon the discontents of the na- 
tion, in consequence of the measures which had been for 
many years pursued at home and abroad. He professed 
his belief, that there was not a gentleman in the house who 
did not know that one single person in the administration 

' Upon this occaHtoD he misquoted Horace. *' As I am not conscious of any 
crime. ' said he, *' I do not doubt of being able to make a proper defence, ml 
canscire sihi, nuUi palleseere cuipe," He was corrected by Mr. Pulteney ; but 
insisted upon his being in the right, and actually laid a wager on the justness 
of his quotation. 
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wits the chief, if not the sole, adviser and promoter of all 1740. 
those measures. " This," added he, " is known without 
dodrs, as well as within; therefore the discontents, the 
reproaches, and even the curses of the people, are all 
directed against that single person. They complain of 
present measures : they have suffered by past measures r 
they expect no redress, they expect no alteration or 
amendment, whilst he has a share in directing or advising 
Our future administration. These, sir, are the sentiments 
of tbe people in regard to that minister : these sentiments 
we are in honour and duty bound to represent to his ma- 
jesty; and the proper method for doing this, as esta- 
blished by our constitution, is to address his majesty to 
remove him from his councils." He then proceeded to 
explain the particulars of the minister's misconduct in the 
whole series of his negotiations abroad. He charged him 
with having endeavoured to support his own interest, and 
to erect a kind of despotic government, by the practice of 
corruption; with having betrayed the interest and honour 
of Great Britain in the late convention ; with having ne- 
glected to prosecute the war against Spain : and he con- 
cluded with a motion for an address to the king, that he 
would be pleased to remove sir Robert Walpole from his 
presence and councils for ever. He was answered by Mr. 
Pelham, who undertook to defend or excuse all the mea- 
sures which the other had condemned; and acquitted 
himself as a warm friend and unshaken adherent. Against 
this champion sir John Barnard entered the lists, and was 
sustained by Mr. Pulteney, who, witji equal spirit and 
precision, pointed out and exposed all the material errors 
and malpractices of the administration. Sir Robert Wal- 
pole spoke with great temper and deliberation in behalf 
of himself. With respect to the article of bribery and 
corruption, he said, if any one instance had been men- 
tioned ; if it had been shown that he ever offered a re- 
ward to any member of either house, or even threatened 
to deprive any member of his office or employment, in 
order to influence his voting in parliament, there might 
have been some ground for this charge ; but when it was 
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1740. debate produced by lord Carteret's motion for an addreM# 
beseeching bis majesty to remove sir Robert Walpole 
from his presence and councils for ever. The speech 
that ushered in this memorable motion would not have 
disgraced a Cicero. It contained a retrospect of all the 
public measures which had been pursued since the revo- 
lution. It explained the nature of every treaty, whether 
right or wrong, which had been concluded under the 
present administration. It described the political con- 
nexions subsisting between the different powers in Eu- 
rope. It exposed the weakness, the misconduct, and 
the iniquity of the minister, both in his foreign and do- 
mestic transactions. It was embellished with all the orna- 
ments of rhetoric, and warmed with a noble spirit of 
patriotic indignation. The duke of Argyle, lord Bathurtti 
and his other colleagues, seemed to be animated with un- 
common fervour, and even inspired by the subject. A 
A.D. 1741. ™^^ ^^ imagination, in reading their speeches, will think 
himself transported into the Roman senate, before the 
ruin of that republic. Nevertheless, the minister atiU 
triumphed by dint of numbers; though his victory was 
dearly purchased. Thirty peers entered a vigorous pro- 
test: and Walpole*s character sustained such a rude 
shock from this opposition, that his authority seemed to 
be drawing near a period. Immediately after this contest 
was decided, the duke of Marlborough moved for a reso- 
lution, that any attempt to inflict any kind of punishment 
on any person, without allowing him an opportunity to 
make his defence, or without any proof of any crime or 
misdemeanour committed by him, is contrary to natural 
justice, the fundamental laws of the realm, and the an- 
cient established usage of parliament; and is a high in- 
fringement of the liberties of the subject. It was seconded 
by the duke of Devonshire and lord Lovel ; and opposed 
by lord Gower, as an intended censure on the proceed- 
ings of the day. This sentiment was so warmly espoused 
by lord Talbot^ who had distinguished himself in the 
former debate, that he seemed to be transported beyond 
the bounds of moderation. He was interrupted by the 
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earl of Cholmondeley, who charged him with having vio- 1741. 
lated the order and decorum which ought to be preserved 
in such an assembly. His passion was inflamed by this 
rebuke : he declared himself an independent lord ; a cha- 
racter which he would not forfeit for the smiles of a court, 
the profit of an employment, or the reward of a pension: 
he said, when he was engaged on the side of truth, he 
would trample on the insolence that should command him 
to suppress his sentiments. — On a division, however, the 
motion was carried. 

XXXVni. In the beginning of April, the king repair- 
ing to the house of peers, passed some acts that were 
ready for the royal assent. Then, in his speech to both 
houses, he gave them to understand, that the queen of 
Hungary had made a requisition of the twelve thousand 
men stipulated by treaty; and that he had ordered the 
subsidy troops of Denmark and Hesse Cassel to be in 
readiness to march to her assistance. He observed, that 
in this complicated and uncertain state of affairs, many 
incidents might arise, and render it necessary for him to 
incur extraordinary expenses for maintaining the prag- 
matic sanction, at a time when he could not possibly have 
recourse to the advice and assistance of his parliament. 
He, therefore, demanded of the commons such a supply 
as might be requisite for these ends; and promised to 
manage it with all possible frugality. The lower house, 
in their address, approved of all his measures ; declared 
they would effectually support him against all insults and 
attacks that might be made upon any of his territories, 
though not belonging to the crown of Great Britain ; and 
that they would enable him to contribute, in the most 
effectual manner, to the support of the queen of Hungary. 
Sir Robert Walpole moved, that an aid of two hundred 
thousand pounds should be granted to that princess. 
Bfr. Shippen protested against any interposition in the 
affairs of Germany. He expressed his dislike of the pro- 
mise which had been made to defend his majesty's foteign 
dominions; a promise, in his opinion, inconsistent with 
that important and inviolable law, the act of settlement ; 
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1741. A promise which, could it have been foreknown, would 
perhaps have for ever precluded from the succession that 
illustrious family to which the nation owed such nnmbei^• 
less blessings, such continued felicity. The motion how- 
ever passed, though not without further opposition ; and 
the house resolved, that three hundred thousand pounds 
should be granted to his majesty, to enable him effectually 
to support the queen of Hungary. Towards the expense 
of this year, a million was deducted from the sinking 
fund ; and the land tax continued at four shillings in the 
pound. The preparations for this war had already cost 
five millions. The session was closed on the twenty-fifth 
day of April, when the king took his leave of this parlia- 
ment, with warm expressions of tenderness and satis- 
faction. Henry Bromley, Stephen Fox, and John Howe» 
three members of the lower house, who had signalised 
themselves in defence of the minister, were now ennoUedf 
and created barons of Montford, Ilchester, and Ched* 
worth. A camp was formed near Colchester; and the 
king having appointed a regency, set out in May for his 
German dominions^. 



* Sir Willitm Windham died the preceding yetr, deeplt refretted M 
orator, a patriot* tod a man. the constant auerter of Britiah ItlMrtj, aad 
of the chief ornaments of the English nation. In the course of the same year* 
Mneral Oglethorpe, governor of Oeoiigia» had, with tome saceonii oliUiiMid 
from the colony of Carolina, and a small -squadron of king's ships, made an 
•ttempt upon Fort Augustine, the capital of Spanish Flonda; and aetotUy 
reducod some small foru in the neighbourhood of the place : but the Caroliaiaii 
withdrawinfl" in disgust, dissensions prevailing among the sea*officers, the hui^ 
ticwie months approaching, and the enemy hafing received a supply and iSia- 
forcemeat, he abandoned the enterprise, and returned to Georgia. 
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f HE British annaineat had by tbia 
> time proceeded to action in the Wert "~ 

Indies. Sir Cbaloner Ogle, who sailed 
1 from Spithead, had been overtaken bj 
' a tempest in the bay of Biscay, l^ 
I which the fleet, consisting of aboat 
t one hundred Mid sereoty sail, were 
ieattered and dispersed. Nevertheless be prosecuted bis 
voyage, and anchored with a view to provide wood and 
water, in the neutral island of Dominica, where the in- 
tended expedition sustuned a terrible sBock in the death 
of the gallant lord Cathcart, who was carried off by a 
dysentery. The loss of this nobleman was the more 
Mverely felt, as the command of the land forces devolved 
u|>on general Wentworth, an officer without experience, 
authority, and resolution. As the fleet sailed along the 
isl^d of Hispaniela, in its way to Jamaica, four large ahipa 
of war were discovered ; and air Cbaloner detached an 
equal number of his squadron to give them chace, while 
he himself proceeded on his voyage. As those strange 
ships refused to bring to, lord Augustus Fitzroy, the com- 
modore of the four British ships, saluted <Hie of them with 
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1741. a broadside, and a smart engagement ensued. After tfaey 
had fought during the best part of the night, the enemy 
hoisted their colours in the morning, and appeared to be 
part of the French squadron, which had sailed from 
Europe, under the command of the marquis d*Antin, with 
orders to assist the Spanish admiral de Torres, in attack- 
ing and distressing the English ships and colonies. War 
was not yet declared between France and England; 
therefore hostilities ceased : the English and French com- 
manders complimented each other; excused themselves 
mutually, for the mistake which had happened; and 
parted as friends with a considerable loss of men on both 
sides. 

II. In the mean time sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at 
Jamaica, where he joined vice-admiral Vernon, who now 
found himself at the head of the most formidable fleet and 
army that ever visited those seas, with full power to act at 
discretion. The conjoined squadrons consisted of niqe 
and twenty ships of the line, with almost an equal number 
of frigates, fireships, and bomb-ketches, well manned, and 
plentifully supplied with all kinds of provisions, stores, and 
necessaries. The number of seamen amounted to fifteen 
thousand ; that of the land forces, including the American 
regiment of four battalions, and a body of negroes enlisted 
at Jamaica, did not fall short of twelve thousand. Had 
this armament been ready to act in the proper season of 
the year, under the conduct of wise, experienced officers, 
united in counsels, and steadily attached to the interest 
and honour of their country, the Havannah, and whole 
island of Cuba, might have been easily reduced : the whole 
treasure of the Spanish West Indies would have been in- 
tercepted; and Spain must have been humbled into the 
most abject submission. But several unfavourable circum- 
stances concurred to frustrate the hopes of the public. 
The ministry had detained sir Chaloner Ogle at S pithead 
without any visible cause, until the season for action was 
almost exhausted : for on the continent of New Spain, the 
periodical rains begin about the end of April ; and this 
change in the atmosphere is always attended with epide- 
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mical distempers which render the climate extremely un- I74l. 
healthy : besides^ the rain is so excessive^ that for the 
space of two months no army can keep the field. 

III. Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at Jamaica on the ninth 
day of January ; and admiral Vernon did not sail on his 
intended expedition till towards the end of the month. 
Instead of directing his course to the Havannah, which 
lay to leeward, and might have been reached in less than 
three days, he resolved to beat up against the wind to 
Hispaniola^ in order to observe the motion of the French 
8quadron> commanded by the marquis d'Antin. The 
fifteenth day of February had elapsed before he received 
certain information that the French admiral had sailed for 
Europe, in great distress, for want of men and provisions, 
which he could not procure in the West Indies. Admiral 
Vernon, thus disappointed, called a council of war, in 
which it was determined to proceed for Carthagena. The 
fleet being supplied with wood and water at Hispaniola, 
set sail for the continent of New Spain, and on the fourth 
of March anchored in Playa Grande, to the windward of 
Carthagena. Admiral de Torres had already sailed to 
the Havannah : but Carthagena was strongly fortified, 
and the garrison reinforced by the crews of a small squad- 
ron of large ships, commanded by Don Bias de Leso, an 
oflScer of experience and reputation. Here the English 
admiral lay inactive till the ninth, when the troops were 
landed on the island of Tierra Bomba, near the mouth of 
the harbour known by the name of Boca-chica, or Little- 
mouth, which was surprisingly fortified with castles, bat- 
teries, booms, chains, cables, and ships of war. The 
British forces erected a battery on shore, with which they 
made a breach in the principal fort, while the admiral sent 
in a number of ships to divide the fire of the enemy, and 
co-operate with the endeavours of the army. Lord Au- 
brey Beauclerc, a gallant officer who commanded one of 
these ships, was slain on this occasion. The breach being 
deemed practicable, the forces advanced to the attack : 
but the forts and batteries were abandoned; the Spanish 
ships that lay athwart the harbour's mouth were destroyed 
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1741. or taken ; the passage was opened, and the fleet entered 
■ without farther opposition. Then the forces were re-em- 

. barked with the artillery, and landed within a mile of 
Carthagena, where they were opposed by about seven 
hundred Spaniards, whom they obliged to retire. The 
admiral and general had contracted a hearty contempt for 
each other, and took all opportunities of expressing their 
mutual dislike : far from acting vigorously in concert, for 
the advantage of the community, they maintained a mu* 
^ual reserve, and separate cabals ; and each proved more 
eager for the disgrace of his rival, than zealous for the 
honour of the nation. 

IV. The general complained that the fleet lay idle, 
while his troops were harassed and diminished by hard 
duty and distemper. The admiral affirmed, that his ships 
could not lie near enough to batter the town of Car* 
thagena: he upbraided the general with inactivity and 
want of resolution to attack the fort of St. Lazar, which 
commanded the town, and might be taken by scalade. 
Wentworth, stimulated by these reproaches, resolved to 
try the experiment. His forces marched up to the attack; 
but the guides being slain, they mistook their route, and 
advanced to the strongest part of the fortification, where 
they were moreover exposed to the fire of the town. Co- 
lonel Grant, who commanded the grenadiers, was mortally 
wounded : the scaling-ladders were found too short : the 
officers were perplexed for want of orders and directions : 
yet the soldiers sustained a severe fire for several hours 
with surprising intrepidity, and at length retreated, leaving 
about six hundred killed or wounded on the spot. Their 
number was now so much reduced, that they could no 
longer maintain their footing on shore : besides, the rainy 
season had begun with such violence, as rendered it im- 
possible for them to live in camp. They were, therefore^ 
re-embarked ; and all hope of further success immediatdy 
vanished. The admiral, howeveir, in order to demonstrate 
the impracticability of taking the place by sea, sent in the 
Oallicia, one of the Spanish ships which had been taken 
at Boca^hica, to cannonade the town, with sixteen guns 
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mounted on one side, like a floating battery. This vessel, 1741. 
manned by detachments of volunteers from differeiit ships, 
and commanded by captain Hore, was warped into the 
inner harbour, and moored before day, at a considerable 
distance from the walls, in very shallow water. In this 
position she stood the fire of several batteries for some 
hours, without doing or sustaining much damage: then 
the admiral ordered the men to be bibught off in boats, 
and the cables to be cut ; so that she drove with a sea- 
breeze upon a shoal, where she was soon filled with water. 
This exploit was absurd, and the inference which the 
admiral drew from it altogether fallacious. He said it 
plainly proved, that there was not depth of water in the 
inner harbour sufiicient to admit large ships near enough 
to batter the town with any prospect of success. This, in« 
deed, was the case in that part of the harbour to which 
the Gallicia was conducted : but a little farther to the left, 
he might have stationed four or five of his largest ships 
a-breast, within pistol shot of the walls ; and if this step 
had been taken, when the land forces marched to the at- 
tack of St. Lazar, in all probability the town would have 
been surrendered. 

V. After the re-embarkation of the troops, the distem- 
pers peculiar to the climate and season began to rage with 
redoubled fury ; and great numbers of those who escaped 
the vengeance of the enemy, perished by a more painful 
and inglorious fate. Nothing was heard but complaints 
and execrations ; the groans of the dying, and the service 
for the dead : nothing was seen but objects of woe, and 
images of dejection. The conductors of this unfortunate 
expedition agreed in nothing but the expediency of a 
speedy retreat from this scene of misery and disgrace. 
The fortifications of the harbour were demolished, and 
the fleet returned to Jamaica. The miscarriage of this 
expedition, which had cost the nation an immense sum of 
money, was no sooner known in England, than the king- 
dom was filled with murmurs and discontent, and the 
people were depressed in proportion to that sanguine 
hope by which they had been elevated. Admiral Vernon, 
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1741. instead of undertaking any enterprise which might have 
retrieved the honour of the British arms, set sail from 
Jamaica with the forces in July, and anchored at the 
south-east part of Cuba, in a bay, on which he bestowed 
the appellation of Cumberland harbour. The troops were 
landed, and encamped at the distance of twenty miles 
further up the river, where they remained totally inactive, 
and subsisted chiefly on salt and damaged provisions, till 
the month of November, when, being considerably dimin- 
ished by sickness, they were put on board again, and re- 
conveyed to Jamaica. He was afterwards reinforced from 
England by four ships of war and about three thousand 
soldiers : but he performed nothing worthy of the reputa- 
tion he had acquired ; and the people began to perceive 
that they had mistaken his character. 

VI. The affairs on the continent of Europe were now 
more than ever embroiled. The king of Prussia had de- 
manded of the court of Vienna part of Silesia, by virtue 
of old treaties of co-fraternity, which were either obsolete 
or annulled ; and promised to assist the queen with all his 
forces, in case she should comply with his demand : but 
this being rejected with disdain, he entered Silesia at the 
head of an army, and prosecuted his conquests with great 
rapidity. In the mean time the queen of Hungary waa 
crowned at Presburgh, after having signed a capitulation, 
by which the liberties of that kingdom were con&rmed; 
and the grand duke her consort was, at her request, as- 
sociated with her for ten years in the government. At 
the same time the states of Hungary refused to receive a 
memorial from the elector of Bavaria. During these 
transactions, his Prussian majesty made his public en- 
trance into Breslau, and confirmed all the privileges of 
the inhabitants. One of his generals surprised the town 
and fortress of Jablunka, on the confines of Hungary: 
prince Leopold of Anhalt-Dessau, who commanded an- 
other army, which formed the blockade of Great Glogau 
on the Oder, took the place by scalade, made the generals 
Wallis and Reyski prisoners, with a thousand men that 
were in garrison : here, likewise, the victor found the mi- 
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litary chest, fifty pieces of brass cannon, and a great 1741. 
quantity of ammunition. 

VII. The queen of Hungary had solicited the maritime 
powers for assistance, but found them fearful and back- 
ward. Being obliged, therefore, to exert herself with the 
more vigour, she ordered count Neuperg to assemble a 
body of forces, and endeavour to stop the progress of the 
Prussians in Silesia. The two armies encountered each 
other in the neighbourhood of Neiss, at a village called 
Molwitz ; and, after an obstinate dispute, the Austrians 
were obliged to retire, with the loss of four thousand men, 
killed, wounded, or taken. The advantage was dearly 
purchased by the king of Prussia. His kinsman, Fre- 
deric, margrave of Brandenburgh, and lieutenant-general 
Schuylemberg, were killed in the engagement, together 
with a great number of general officers, and about two 
thousand soldiers. After this action, Brieg wad surren- 
dered to the Prussian, and he forced the important pass 
of Fryewalde, which was defended by four thousand Aus- 
trian hussars. The English and Dutch ministers, who 
accompanied him in his progress, spared no pains to effect 
an accommodation: but the two sovereigns were too much 
irritated against each other to acquiesce in any terms that 
could be proposed. The queen of Hungary was incensed 
to find herself attacked, in the day of her distress, by a 
prince to whom she had given no sort of provocation; and 
his Prussian majesty charged the court of ViennlEt with a 
design either to assassinate, or carry him off by treachery : 
a design which was disowned with expressions of indigna- 
tion and disdain. Count Neuperg being obliged to aban- 
don Silesia, in order to oppose the Bavarian arms in Bo- 
hemia, the king of Prussia sent thither a detachment to 
join the elector, under the command of count Deslau, 
who, in his route, reduced Glatz and Neiss, almost with- 
out opposition: then his master received the homage of 
the Sileiiian states at Breslau, and returned to Berlin. 
In December, the Prussian army was distributed in winter 
quarters in Moravia, after having taken Olmutz, the ca- 
pital of that province ; and in March his Prussian majesty 
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1741. formed a camp of observation in the neighbourhood of 
Magdeburgh. 

VIII. The elector of Hanover was alarmed at the tao- 
cess of the king of Prussia, in apprehension that he would 
become too formidable a neighbour. A scheme was said 
to have been proposed to the court of Vienna, for attack- 
ing that prince*s electoral dominions, and dividing the 
conquest ; but it never was put in execution. Neverthe- 
less the troops of Hanover were augmented : the auxi- 
liary Danes and Hessians in the pay of Great Britain 
were ordered to be in readiness to march ; and a good 
number of British forces encamped and prepared for em- 
barkation. The subsidy of three hundred thousand 
pounds granted by parliament, was remitted to the queen 
of Hungary ; and every thing seemed to presage the vi- 
gorous interposition of his Britannic majesty. But in a 
little time after his arrival at Hanover, that spirit of actioa 
seemed to flag, even while her Hungarian majesty tottered 
on the verge of ruin. France resolved to seize this op- 
portunity of crushing the house of Austria. In order to 
intimidate the elector of Hanover, mareschal Malleboit 
was sent with a numerous army into Westphalia; and this 
expedient proved effectual. A treaty of neutrality was 
concluded: and the king of Great Britain engaged to 
vote for the elector of Bavaria at the ensuing election of 
an emperor. The design of the French court was tp 
raise this prince to the imperial dignity, and furnish him 
with such succours as should enable him to deprive the 
queen of Hungary of her hereditary dominions. 

IX. While the French minister at Vienna endeavoured 
to amuse the queen with the strongest assurances of his 
master's friendship, a body of five and thirty thousand 
men began their march for Germany, in order to join the 
elector of Bavaria: another French army was assembled 
upon the Rhine; and the count de Belleisle, being provided 
with large sums of money, was sent to negotiate with dif- 
ferent electors. Having thus secured a majority of voices, 
he proceeded to Munich, where he presented the elector 
of Bavaria with a commission, appointing him general- 
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issimo of the French troops inarching to his assistance: 1741. 
and now the treaty of Nymphenburgh was concluded. 
The French king engaged to assist the elector with his 
whole power, towards raising him to the imperial throne : 
the elector promised, that after his elevation he would 
never attempt -to recover any of the towns or provinces of 
the empire which France had conquered : that he would, 
in his imperial capacity, renounce the barrier treaty ; and 
agree that France should irrevocably retain whatever 
places she should subdue in the Austrian Netherlands. 
The next step of Belleisle was to negotiate another treaty 
between France and Prussia, importing, that the elector 
of Bavaria should possess Bohemia, Upper Austria, and 
the Tyrolese ; that the king of Poland should be gratified 
with Moravia and Upper Silesia, and that his Prussian 
majesty should retain Lower Silesia, with the town of 
Neiss and the county of Glatz. These precautions being 
taken, the count de Belleisle repaired to Frankfort, in 
quality of ambassador and plenipotentiary from France, 
at the imperial diet of election. It was in this city that 
the French king published a declaration, signifying, that 
aa the king of Great Britain had assembled an army to 
influence the approaching election of an emperor, his 
most christian majesty, as guarantee of the treaty of 
Westphalia, had ordered some troops to advance towards 
the Rhine, with a view to maintain the tranquillity of the 
Germanic body, and secure the freedom of the imperial 
election. 

X. In July, the elector of Bavaria being joined by the 
French forces under mareschal Broglio, surprised the im- 
perial city of Passau upon the Danube ; and entering 
Upper Austria at the head of seventy thousand men, took 
possession of Lintz, where he received the homage of the 
states of that country. Understanding that the garrison 
of Vienna was very numerous, and that count Palfi had 
assembled thirty thousand Hungarians in the neighbour- 
hood of this capital, he made no further progress in Aus- 
tria, but marched into Bohemia, where he was reinforced 
by a considerable body of Saxons, under the command of 
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1741. count Rutowaki, natural son to the late king of Poland.. 

By this time his Polish majesty had acceded to the treaty 

of Nymphenburgh, and declared war against the queen 
of Hungary, on the most frivolous pretences. The elector 
of Bavaria advanced to Prague, which was taken in the 
night by escalade: an achievement in which Maurice 
count of Saxe, another natural son of the king of Poland,- 
distinguished himself at the head of the French forces. 
In December, the elector of Bavaria made his public 
entry into his capital, where he was proclaimed king of 
Bohemia, and inaugurated with the usual solemnities; 
then he set out for Frankfort, to be present at the diet of 
election. 

XL At this period, the queen of Hungary saw herself 
abandoned by all her allies, and seemingly devoted to de* 
struction. She was not, however, forsaken by her courage, 
nor destitute of good officers, and an able ministry. She 
retired to Presburgh, and in a pathetic Latin speech to 
the states, expressed her confidence in the loyalty and 
valour of her Hungarian subjects. The nobility of that 
kingdom, touched with her presence and distress, assured 
her unanimously, that they would sacrifice their lives and 
fortunes in her defence. The ban being raised, that brave 
people crowded to her standard ; and the diet expressed 
their sentiments against her enemy by a public edict, ex- 
cluding for ever the electoral house of Bavaria from the 
succession to the crown of Hungary: yet, without the sub- 
sidy she received from Great Britain, their courage and 
attachment would have proved ineffectual. By this supply 
she was enabled to pay her army, erect magazines, com- 
plete her warlike preparations, and put her strong places 
in a posture of defence. In December, her generals, Be- 
renclau and Mentzel, defeated count Thoring, who com' 
manded eight thousand men, at the pass of Scardingen, 
and opening their way into Bavaria, laid the whole coun- 
try under contribution ; while count Khevenhuller retook 
the city of Lintz, and drove the French troops out of 
Austria. The grand seignior assured the queen of Hun- 
gary, that, far from taking advantage of her troubles, he 
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should seize all opportunities to convince her of his friend- 1741. 
ship : the pope permitted her to levy a tenth on the re- 
venues of the clergy within her dominions, and even to 
use all the church plate for the support of the war. 

XII. As the czarina expressed an inclination to assist 
this unfortunate princess, the French court resolved to 
find her employment in another quarter. They had al- 
ready gained over to their interest count Gyllenburgh, 
prime minister and president of the chancery in Sweden. 
A dispute happening between him and Mr. Burnaby, the 
British resident at Stockholm, some warm altercation, 
passed : Mr. Bumaby was forbid the court, and pubHsbed 
a memorial in his own vindication ; on the other hand, the 
king of Sweden justified his conduct in a rescript sent to 
all the foreign ministers. The king of Great Britain had 
proposed a subsidy treaty to Sweden, which, from the in- 
fluence of French counsels, was rejected. The Swedes, 
having assembled a numerous army in Finland, and equip- 
ped a large squadron of ships, declared war against Rus- 
sia, upon the most trifling pretences ; and the fleet putting 
to sea, commenced hostilities by blocking up the Russian 
ports in Livonia. A body of eleven thousand Swedes, 
commanded by general Wrangle, having advanced to ^ 
Willmenstrand, were in August attacked and defeated by 
general Lasci, at the head of thirty thousand Russians. 
Count Lewenhaupt, who commanded the main army of 
the Swedes, resolved to take vengeance for this disgrace, 
after the Russian troops had retired into winter quarters. 

In December, he marched towards Wybourg ; but receiv- 
ing letters from the prince of Hesse-Hombourg and the 
marquis de la Chetardie, the French ambassador at Pe- 
tersburgh, informing him of the surprising revolution 
which had just happened in Russia, and proposing a sus- 
pension of hostilities; he retreated with his army, in order 
to wait for further instructions; and the two courts agreed 
to a cessation of arms for three months. 

XIII. The Russians had been for some time discon- 
tented witii their government. The late czarina was in- 
fluenced chiefly by German counsels, and employed a 
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1741. great number of foreigners in her service. These cauaet 

of dbcontent produced factions and conspiracies ; and 

when they were discovered, the empress treated the au- 
thors of them with such severity as increased the general 
disaffection. Besides, they were displeased at the manner 
in which she had settled the succession. The prince of 
Brunswick-Lunenburgh Bevern, father to the young csar, 
was not at all agreeable to the Russian nobility ; and bis 
consort, the princess Anne of Mecklenburgh, having as- 
sumed the reins of government during her son's minority, 
seemed to follow the maxims of her aunt the late czarina. 
The Russian grandees and generals, therefore, turned 
their eyes upon the princess Elizabeth, who was daughter 
of Peter the great, and the darling of the empire. The 
French ambassador gladly concurred in a project for de- 
posing a princess who was well affected to the house of 
Austria. General Lasci approved of the design, which 
was chiefly conducted by the prince of Hesse-Hombourgi 
who, in the reigns of the empress Catherine and Peter the 
second, had been generalissimo of the Russian army. The 
good will and concurrence of the troops being secured, 
two regiments of guards took possession of all the avenues 
of the imperial palace at Petersburgh. The princess 
Elizabeth, putting herself at the head of one thousand 
men, on the fifth day of December entered the winter pa- 
lace, where the princess of Mecklenburgh and the infiint 
czar resided. She advanced into the chamber where the 
princess and her consort lay, and desired them to rise and 
quit the palace ; adding, that their persons were safe ; and 
that they could not justly blame her for asserting her 
right. At the same time, the counts Osterman, Golof- 
hairkin, Mingden, and Munich, were arrested ; their pa- 
pers and effects were seized, and their persons conveyed 
to Schlisselbourg, a fortress on the Neva. Early in the 
morning, the senate assembling, declared all that had 
passed since the reign of Peter the second to be usurpa- 
tion ; and that the imperial dignity belonged of right to 
the princess Elizabeth : she was immediately proclaimed 
empress of all the Russias, and recognised by the army in 
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Finland. She forthwith published a general act of indent- lUl, 
nity : she created the prince of Hesse-Hombourg general- 
issimo of her armies: she restored the Dolgorucky family 
to their honours and estates : she recalled and rewarded 
all those who had been banished for favouring her pre- 
tensions: she mitigated the exile of the duke of Courland, 
by indulging him with a maintenance more suitable to his 
rank: she released general Wrangle, count Wasaburgh, 
and the other Swedish officers who had been taken at the 
battle of Willmenstrand : and the princess Anne of Meek- 
lenburgh, with her consort and children, were sent, under 
a strong guard, to Riga, the capital of Livonia. 

XIV. Amidst these tempests of war and revolution, the 
states-general wisely determined to preserve their own 
tranquillity. It was, doubtless, their interest to avoid the 
dangers and expenses of a war, and to profit by that stagr 
nation of commerce which would necessarily happen among 
their neighbours that were at open enmity with each other: 
besides, they were overawed by the declarations of the 
French monarch on one side ; by the power, activity, and 
pretensions of his Prussian majesty on the other: and 
they dreaded the prospept of a stadtholder at the head of 
their army. These, at least, were the sentiments of many 
Dutch patriots, reinforced by others that acted under 
French influence. But the prince of Orange numbered 
among his partisans and adherents many persons of dig- 
nity and credit in the commonwealth : he was adored by 
Ae populace, who loudly exclaimed against their govern- 
ors, and clamoured for a war without ceasing. This na- 
tional spirit, joined to the remonstrances and requisitions 
made by the courts of Vienna and London, obliged the 
states to issue orders for -an augmentation of their forces : 
but these were executed so slowly, that neither France 
nor Prussia had much cause to take umbrage at their pre- 
parations. In Italy, the king of Sardinia declared for the 
house of Austria : the repi!iblic of Genoa was deeply en- 
gaged in the French interest : the pope, the Venetians, 
and the dukedom of Tuscany, were neutral: the king of 
Naples resolved to support the claim of his family to the 
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1741. Austrian dominions in Italy, and began to make prepara- 
tions accordingly. His mother, the queen of Spain, hmA 
formed a plan for erecting these dominions into a mon* 
archy for her second son, Don Philip ; and a body of fif- 
teen thousand men being embarked at Barcelona, were 
transported to Orbitello, under the convoy of the united 
squadrons of France and Spain. While admiral Haddock, 
with twelve ships of the line, lay at anchor in the bay of 
Gibraltar, the Spanish fleet passed the straits in the night, 
and was joined by the French squadron from Toulon. 
The British admiral sailing from Gibraltar, fell in with 
them in a few days, and found both squadrons drawn up 
in line of battle. As he bore down upon the Spanish fleet, 
the French admiral sent a flag of truce to inform him, that 
as the French and Spaniards were engaged in a joint ex- 
pedition, he should be obliged to act in concert with his 
master's allies. This interposition prevented an engage- 
ment. The combined fleets amounting to double the num- 
ber of the English squadron, admiral Haddock was obliged 
to desist, and proceeded to Port Mahon, leaving the enemy 
to prosecute their voyage without molestation. The peo- 
ple of England were incensed at this transaction, and did 
not scruple to affirm, that the hands of the British admiral 
were tied up by the neutrality of Hanover \ 

XV . The court of Madrid seeiped to have shaken off 
that indolence and phlegm which had formerly disgraced 
the councils of Spain. They no sooner learned the des- 
tination of commodore Anson, who had sailed from Spit- 
head in the course of the preceding year, than they sent 
Don Pizzarro, with a more powerful squadron, upon the 

* lo the month of July two ships of Haddock's squadron falling in with three 
French ships of war, captain Barnet, the Eoelish commodore, supposing them 
to be Spanish register ships, fired a shot in order to bring them to ; and they re- 
fusing to comply with this signal, a sharp engagement ensued : after they bad 
fought several hours, the French commander ceased firing, and thought proper 
to ceme to an explanation, when he and Barnet parted with mutual apologies. 

In the course of this year a dangerous conspiracy was discovered at New 
York in North America. One Hewson, alow publican, had engaged leTenl 
negroes in a design to destroy the town, and massacre the people. Fire was set 
• to several parts of the city ; nine or ten negroes were apprehended, convicted, 
and burnedf alive. Hewson, with his wife, and a servant maid privy to the plot» 
were found guilty and hanged, though they died protesting theu innocence. 
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same voyage, to defeat his design. He accordingly steered 1741. 
the same course, and actually fell in with one or two ships 
of the British armament, near the straits of Magellan ; but 
he could not weather a long and furious tempest, through 
which Mr. Anson proceeded into the South sea. One of 
the Spanish ships perished at sea ; another was wrecked 
on the coast of Brazil; and Pizzarro bore away for the 
Rio de la Plata, where he arrived with the three remain- 
ing ships, in a shattered condition, after having lost twelve 
hundred men by sickness and famine. The Spaniards ex- 
erted the same vigilance and activity in Europe. Their 
privateers were so industrious and successful, that in the 
beginning of this year they had taken, since the com- 
mencement of the war, four hundred and seven ships be- 
longing to the subjects of Great Britain, valued at near 
four millions of piastres. The traders had, therefore, too 
much cause to complain, considering the formidable fleets 
which were maintained for the protection of commerce. 
In the course of the summer, sir John Norris had twice 
sailed towards the coast of Spain, at the head of a power- 
ful squadron, without taking any effectual step for annoy- 
ing the enemy, as if the sole intention of the ministry had 
been to expose the nation to the ridicule and contempt of 
its enemies. The inactivity of the British arms appears 
the more inexcuseable, when we consider the great arma- 
ments which had been prepared. The land forces of 
Great Britain, exclusive of the Danish and Hessian auxi- 
liaries, amounted to sixty thousand men ; and the fleet 
consisted of above one hundred ships of war, manned by 
fifty-four thousand sailors. 

,XVI. The general discontent of the people had a 
manifest influence upon the election of members for the 
new parliament, which produced one of the most violent 
contests between the two parties, which had happened 
since the revolution. All the adherents of the prince of 
Wales concurred with the country party, in opposition to 
the minister ; and the duke of Argyle exerted himself so 
successfully among the shires and boroughs of Scotland, 
that the partisans of the ministry could not secure six 



at HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1741. members out of the whole number returned from North 
""""" Britain. They were, however, much more fortunate in 
the election of the sixteen peers, who were chosen literally 
according to the list transmitted from court. Instruction^ 
were delivered by the constituents to a great number of 
members returned for cities and counties, exhorting and 
requiring them to oppose a standing army in time of 
peace; to vote for the mitigation of excise laws, for th^ 
repeal of septennial parliaments, and for the limitation of 
placemen in the house of commons. They likewise in- 
sisted upon their examining into the particulars of die 
public expense, and endeavouring to redress the griev* 
ances of the nation. Obstinate struggles were maintained 
in all parts of the united kingdom with uncommon ardonr 
and perseverance; and such a national spirit of opposition 
prevailed, that, notwithstanding the whole weight of nii« 
nisterial influence, the country interest seemed to prepon- 
derate in the new parliament. 

XVII. The king returned to England in the month of 
October ; and on the first day of December the session 
was opened. Mr. Onslow being rechosen speaker wai 
approved of by his majesty, who spoke in the usual style 
to both houses. He observed, that the former parUament 
had formed the strongest resolutions in favour of the queen 
of Hungary, for the maintenance of the pragmatic sanc- 
tion ; for the preservation of the balance of power, and 
the peace and liberties of Europe ; and that if the othef 
powers which were under the like engagements with hini 
had answered the just expectations so solemnly given, the 
support of the common cause would have been attended 
with less difficulty. He said, he had endeavoured, by 
the most proper and early applications, to induce other 
powers, that were united with him by the ties of common 
interest, to concert such measures as so important and 
critical a conjuncture required : that where an accommo- 
dation seemed necessary, he had laboured to reconcile 
princes whose union would have been the most effi^ctual 
means to prevent the mischiefs which had happ^ied, and 
the best security for the interest and safety of the whole. 
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He owned his endeavours bad not hitherto produced the 1741. 
desired eflfect ; though he was not without hope, that a 
just sense of approaching danger would give a more 
favourable turn to the counsels of other nations. He re- 
presented the necessity of putting the kingdom in such a 
posture of defence as would enable him to improve all 
opportunities of maintaining the Uberties of Europe, and 
defeat any attempts that should be made against him and 
his dominions; and he recommended unanimity, vigour^ 
and despatch. The house of commons having appointed 
their several committees, the speaker reported the king's 
speech ; and Mr. Herbert moved for an address of thanks, 
including an approbation of the means by which the war 
had been prosecuted. The motion being seconded by 
Mr. Trevor, lord Noel Somerset stood up and moved, 
that the house would in their address desire his majesty 
pot to engage these kingdoms in a war for the preser- 
vation of his foreign dominions. He was supported by 
that incorruptible patriot, Mr. Shippen, who declared he 
was neither ashamed nor afraid to affirm, that thirty years 
bad made no change in any of his poUtical opinions. He 
said, he was grown old in the house of commons ; that 
time had verified the predictions he had formerly uttered ; 
and that he had seen his conjectures ripened into know- 
ledge. " If my country,*' added he, " has been so un- 
fortunate as once more to commit her interest to men 
who propose to themselves no advantage from their trust 
but that of selling it, I may, perhaps, fall once more under 
censure for declaring my opinion, and be once more 
treated as a criminal, for asserting what they who punish 
me cannot deny ; for maintaining that Hanoverian maxims 
are inconsistent with the happiness of this nation ; and for 
preserving the caution so strongly inculcated by those 
patriots who framed the act of settlement, and conferred 
upon the present royal family their title to the throne." 
He particularized the instances in which the ministry had 
acted in diametrical opposition to that necessary consti- 
tution ; and he insisted on the necessity of taking some 
step to remove the apprehensions of the people, who be- 
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1741. gan to think themselves in danger of being sacrificed to 
■ the security of foreign dominions. Mr. Gibbon, who 

spoke on the same side of the question, expatiated upon 
the absurdity of returning thanks for the prosecution of a 
war which had been egregiously mismanaged. '* What !** 
said he, ** are oi|r thanks to be solemnly returned for de- 
feats, disgrace, and losses, the ruin of our merchants, the 
imprisonment of our sailors, idle shows of armaments, and 
useless expenses?** Sir Robert Walpole having made a 
short speech in defence of the first motion for an address, 
was answered by Mr. Pulteney, who seemed to be ani- 
mated with a double proportion of patriot indignation. 
He asserted, that from a review of that minister's conduct 
since the beginning of the dispute with Spain, it would 
appear that he bad been guilty not only of single errors, 
but of deliberate treachery : that he had always co-ope- 
rated with the enemies of his country, and sacrificed to 
his private interest the happiness and honour of the 
British nation. He then entered into a detail of that 
conduct against which he had so often declaimed; and 
being transported by an overheated imagination, accused 
him of personal attachment and affection to the enemies 
of the kingdom : a charge that was doubtless the result 
of exaggerated animosity, and served only to invalidate 
the other articles of imputation that were much better 
founded. His objections were overruled; and the ad- 
dress, as at first proposed, was presented to his majesty. • 
XVni. This small advantage, however, the minister 
did not consider as a proof of his having ascertained an 
undoubted majority in the house of commons. There 
was a great number of disputed elections ; and the discus- 
sion of these was the point on which the people had 
turned their eyes, as the criterion of the minister's power 
and credit. In the first which was heard at the bar of 
the house, he carried his point by a majority of six only; 
and this he looked upon as a defeat rather than a 
victory. His enemies exulted in their strength ; as they 
knew they should be joined, in matters of importance, by 
several members who voted against them on this occasion. 
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The inconsiderable majority that appeared on the side of I74i, 
the administration plainly proved that the influence of the 
minister was greatly diminished^ and seemed to prognostic 
cate his further decline. This consideration induced some 
indiyiduals to declare against him as a setting sun, from 
whose beams they could expect no further warmth. His 
adherents began to tremble ; and he himself had occasion 
for all his art and equanimity. The court interest was 
not sufficient to support the election of their own mem- 
bers for Westminster. The high bailiff* had been guilty 
of some illegal practices at the poll ; and three justices of 
the peace had, on pretence of preventing riots, sent for a 
military force to overawe the election. A petition pre- 
sented by the electors of Westminster was taken into 
consideration by the house ; and the election was declared 
void by a majority of four voices. The high bailiff* was 
taken into custody : the officer who ordered the soldiers 
to march, and the three justices who signed the letter in 
consequence of which he acted, were reprimanded on their 
knees at the bar of the house. 

XIX. The country party maintained the advantage 
they had gained in deciding upon several other contro- 
verted elections ; and sir Robert Walpole tottered on the 
brink of ruin. He knew that the majority of a single 
vote would at any time commit him prisoner to the Tower, 
should ever the motion be made; and he saw that his 
safety could be effected by no other expedient but that of 
dividing the opposition. Towards the accomplishment of 
this purpose he employed all his credit and dexterity. 
His emissaries did not fail to tamper with those members 
of the opposite party who were the most likely to be con- 
verted by their arguments. A message was sent by the 
bishop of Oxford to the prince of Wales, importing, that 
if his royal highness would write a letter of condescension 
to the king, he and all his counsellors should be taken 
into favour; that fifty thousand pounds should be added 
to his revenue; four times that sum be disbursed imme- 
diately for the payment of his debts; and suitable pro- 
vision be made in due time for all his followers. The 
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1741. prince declined this proposal. He declared, that he would 
~ accept no such conditions while sir Robert Walpole con- 
tinued to direct the public affairs: that he looked upon 
him as a bar between his majesty and the affections of his 
people ; as the author of the national grievances both at 
home and abroad ; and as the sole cause of that contempt 
which Great Britain had incurred in all the courts of 
Europe. His royal highness was now chief of this formi« 
dable party, revered by the whole nation — a party which 
had gained the ascendancy in the house of commons; 
which professed to act upon the principles of public vir- 
tue; which demanded the fall of an odious minister, as a 
sacrifice due to an injured people; and declared that no 
temptation could shake their virtue, that no art could 
dissolve the cement by which they were united. Sir Ro-^ 
bert Walpole, though repulsed in this attempt upon the 
prince of Wales, was more successful in bis other endea- 
vours. He resolved to try his strength once more in the 
house of commons, in another disputed election; and had 
the mortification to see the majority augmented to sixteen 
voices. He declared he would never more sit in that 
house ; and next day, which was the third of February, 
the king adjourned both houses of parliament to the 
eighteenth day of the same month. In this interimi sir 
Robert Walpole was created earl of Orford, and resigned 
all his employments. 

XX. At no time of his life did he acquit himself with 
such prudential policy as he now displayed. He found 
means to separate the parts that composed the opposition, 
and to transfer the popular odium from himself to those 
who had professed themselves his keenest adversaries* 
The country party consisted of th^ tories, reinforced by 
discontented whigs, who had either been disappointed in 
their own ambitious views, or felt for the distresses of their 
country, occasioned by a weak and worthless administra- 
tion. The old patriots, and the whigs whom they had 
joined, acted upon very different, and, indeed, upon oppo- 
site principles of government; and, therefore, they were 
united only by the ties of convenience. A coalition wa^ 
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projected between the discontented whigs and those of 1741. 
the same denomination who acted in the ministry. Some 
were gratified with titles and offices; and all were assured, 
that in the management of affairs a new system would be 
adopted, according to the plan they themselves should 
propose. The court required nothing of them, but that 
the earl of Orford should escape with impunity. His 
place of chancellor of the exchequer was bestowed upon 
Mr. Sandys, who was hkewise appointed a lord of the 
treasury ; and the earl of Wilmington succeeded him as 
first commissioner of that board. Lord Harrington being 
dignified with the title of earl, was declared president of 
the council ; and in his room lord Carteret became secre- 
tary of state. The duke of Argyle was made master- 
general of the ordnance, colonel of his majesty's royal 
regiment of horse guards, field-marshal and commander 
in chief of all the forces in South Britain : but, finding 
himself disappointed in his expectations of the coalition, 
he in less than a month renounced all these employments. 
The marquis of Tweedale was appointed secretary of state 
for Scotland, a post which had been long suppressed: 
Mr. Pulteney was sworn of the privy council, and after- 
wards created earl of Bath. The earl of Winchekea and 
Nottingham was preferred to the head of the admiralty, 
in the room of sir Charles Wager; and, after the resigna- 
tion of the duke of Argyle, the earl of Stair was appointed 
field-marshal of all his majesty's forces, as well as ambas- 
sador extraordinary to the states-general. On the seven- 
teenth day of February the prince of Wales, attended by 
a numerous retinue of his adherents, waited on his majesty, 
who received him graciously, and ordered his guards to 
be restored. Lord Carteret and Mr. Sandys were the 
first who embraced the offers of the court, without the 
consent or privity of any other leaders in the opposition, 
except that of Mr. Pulteney: but they declared to their 
friends, they would still proceed upon patriot principles : 
that they would concur in promoting an inquiry into past 
measures ; and in enacting necessary laws to secure the 
constitution from the practices of corruption. These pro* 
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1741. fessions were believed, not only by their old coadjutors in 

the house of commons, but also by the nation in general. 

The reconciliation between the king and the prince of 
Wales, together with the change in the ministry, were 
celebrated with public rejoicings all over the kingdom; 
and immediately after the adjournment nothing but con- 
cord appeared in the house of commons. 

XXI. But this harmony was of short duration. It soon 
appeared, that those who had declaimed the loudest for 
the liberties of their country had been actuated solely by 
the most sordid, and even the most ridiculous motives of 
self-interest. Jealousy and mutual distrust ensued between 
them and their former confederates. The nation coi»- 
plained that, instead of a total change of men and mea- 
sures, they saw the old ministry strengthened by this coa- 
lition, and the same interest in parliament predominating 
with redoubled influence. They branded the new con- 
verts as apostates and betrayers of their country ; and in 
the transports of their indignation, they entu-ely overboked 
the old object of their resentment. That a nobleman of 
pliant principles, narrow fortune, and unbounded ambitiofiy 
should forsake his party for the blandishments of affluence, 
power, and authority, will not appear strange to any per* 
son acquainted with the human heart; but the sensible 
part of mankind will always reflect with amazement upon 
the conduct of a man, who, seeing himself idolised by his 
fellow-citizens as the first and firmest patriot in the 
kingdom, as one of the most shining ornaments of his 
country, could give up all his popularity, and incur the 
contempt or detestation of mankind, for the wretched 
consideration of an empty title, without office, influence, 
or the least substantial appendage. One cannot, without 
an emotion of grief, contemplate such an instance of in- 
fatuation — one cannot but lament, that buch glory should 
have been so weakly forfeited ; that such talents should 
have been lost to the cause of liberty and virtue. Doubt- 
less he flattered himself with the hope of one day directing 
the councils of his sovereign ; but this was never accom'* 
plished, and he remained a solitary monument of blasted 
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ambidon. Before the change in the ministry, Mr. Pulte- 1741. 

ney moved, that the several papers relating to the conduct 

of the war, which had been laid before the house, should 
be referred to a select committee, who should examine 
strictly into the particulars, and make a report to the 
house of their remarks and objections. The motion 
introduced a debate ; but, upon a division, was rejected 
by a majority of three voices. Petitions having been pre- 
sented by the merchants of London, Bristol, Liverpool, 
Glasgow, and almost all the trading towns in the kingdom, 
complaining of the losses they had sustained by the bad 
conduct of the war, the house resolved itself into a com- 
mittee, to deliberate on these remonstrances. The articles 
of the London petition were explained by Mr. Glover, an 
eminent merchant of that city. Six days were spent in 
perusing papers and examining witnesses : then the same 
gentleman summed up the evidence, and in a pathetic 
speech endeavoured to demonstrate, that the commerce 
of Great Britain had been exposed to the insults and 
rapine of the Spaniards, not by inattention or accident, 
but by one uniform and continued design. This inquiry 
being resumed after the adjournment, copies of instruc- 
tions to admirals and captains of cruising ships were laid 
before the house: the commons passed several resolutions, 
upon which a bill was prepared for the better protecting 
and securing the trade and navigation of the kingdom. It 
made its way through the lower house ; but was thrown 
out by the lords. The pension bill was revived, and sent 
up to the peers, where it was again rejected; lord Carteret 
▼oting against that very measure which he had so lately 
endeavoured to promote. On the ninth day of March, 
lord Limerick made a motion for appointing a committee 
to inquire into the conduct of affairs for the last twenty 
years : he was seconded by sir John St. Aubyn, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Velters Cornwall, Mr. Philips, Mr. W. Pitt, 
and lord Percival, the new member for Westminster, who 
had already signalized himself by his eloquence and ca- 
pacity. The motion was opposed by sir Charles Wager, 
Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Henry Fox, surveyor-general of his 
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1741. majesty's works, and brother to lord Ilchester. Though 

' the opposition was faint and frivolous, the proposal was 

. rejected by a majority of two voices. Lord Limerick, not 

yet discouraged, made a motion, on the twenty-third day 

A.D. 1743. of March, for an inquiry into the conduct of Robert earl 

of Orford for the last ten years of his administration; and, 

after a sharp debate, it was carried in the affirmative. The 

house resolved to choose a secret committee by ballot; 

and in the mean time presented an address to the king, 

assuring him of their fidelity, zeal, and affection. 

XXIL Sir Robert Godschali having moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the act for septennial parliaments, 
he was seconded by sir John Barnard, but warmly op- 
posed by Mr. Pulteney and Mr. Sandys ; and the question 
passed in the negative. The committee of secrecy being 
chosen, began to examine evidence ; and Mr. Paxton, soli- 
citor to the treasury, refusing to answer such questions as 
were put to him, lord Limerick, chairman of the committee, 
complained to the house of his obstinacy. He was first 
taken into custody ; and still persisting in his refusal, com- 
mitted to Newgate. Then his lordship moved, that leave 
should be given to bring in a bill for indemnifying evi- 
dence against the earl of Orford ; and it was actually pre- 
pared by a decision of the majority. In the house of 
lords it was vigorously opposed by lord Carteret, and as 
strenuously supported by the duke of Argyle ; but fell 
upon a division, by the weight of superior numbers. 
Those members in the house of commons who heartily 
wished that the inquiry might be prosecuted, were ex- 
tremely incensed at the fate of this bill. A committee 
was appointed to search the journals of the lords for pre- 
cedents : their report being read, lord Strange, son of the 
earl of Derby, moved for a resolution, '' that the lords 
refusing to concur With the commons of Great Britain, in 
an indemnification necessary to the effectual carrying on 
the inquiry now depending in parliament, is an obstruc- 
tion to justice, and may prove fatal to the liberties of this 
nation." — ^This motion, which was seconded by lord Qua- 
xendon, son of the earl of Lichfield, gave rise to a warm 
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debate ; and Mr. Sandys declaimed against it, as a step 174X 
that would bring on* an immediate dissolution of the pre- 
sent form of government. It is really amazing to see with 
what effrontery some men can shift their maxims, and 
openly contradict the whole tenor of their former conduct. 
Mr. Sandys did not pass uncensured : he sustained some 
severe sarcasms on his apostasy, from sir John Hynde 
Cotton, who refuted all his objections ; nevertheless^ the 
motion passed in the negative. Notwithstanding this 
great obstruction, purposely thrown in the way of the in- 
quiry, the secret committee dbcovered many flagrant in- 
stances of fraud and corruption in which the earl of Or- 
ford had been concerned. It appeared, that he had 
granted fraudulent contracts for paying the troops in the 
West Indies : that he had employed iniquitous arts to in- 
fiuepce elections : that for secret service, during the last ten 
years, he had touched one million four hundred and fifty- 
three thousand four hundred pounds of the public money : 
that above fifty thousand pounds of this sum had been 
paid to authors and printers of newspapers and political 
tracts written in defence of the ministry : that on the very 
day which preceded his resignation, he had signed orders 
on the civil list revenues for above thirty thousand 
pounds ; but as the cash remaining in the exchequer did 
not much exceed fourteen thousand pounds, he had raised 
the remaining part of the thirty thousand by pawning the 
orders to a banker. The committee proceeded to make 
further progress in their scrutiny, and had almost pre- 
pared a third report, when they were interrupted by the 
prorogation of parliament. 

XXIII. The ministry finding it was necessary to take 
some step for conciUating the affection of the people, gave 
way to a bill for excluding certain officers from seats in the 
house of commons. They passed another for encouraging 
the linen manufacture; a third for regulating the trade of 
the plantations ; and a fourth to prevent the marriage of 
lunatics. They voted forty thousand seamen and sixty- 
two thousand five hundred landmen for the service of the 
current year. They provided for the subsidies to Den- 
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I74{{. mark and Hesse Cassel^ and voted five hundred thousand 
pounds to the queen of Hungary. The expense of the 
year amounted to near six millions, raised by the land tax 
at four shillings in the pound, by the malt tax, by one 
million from the sinking fund, by annuities granted upon 
it for eight hundred thousand pounds, and a loan of one 
million six hundred thousand pounds from the bank. In 
the month of July, John lord Gower was appointed keeper 
of his majesty's privy seal; Allen lord Bathurst was made 
captain of the band of pensioners ; and on the fifteenth 
day of the month, Mr. Pulteney took his seat in the house 
of peers as earl of Bath. The king closed the session in 
the usual way, after having given them to understandi 
that a treaty of peace was concluded between the queen 
of Hungary and the king of Prussia, under his mediation ; 
and that the late successes of the Austrian arms were in a 
great measure owing to the generous assistance afforded 
by the British nation. 

XXIV. By this time great changes had happened in 
the affairs of the continent. The elector of Bavaria was 
chosen emperor of Germany at Frankfort on the Maine, 
and crowned by the name of Charles the seventh, on the 
twelfth day of February. Thither the imperial diet was 
removed from Ratisbon : they confirmed his election, and 
indulged him with a subsidy of fifty Roman months, 
amounting to about two hundred thousand pounds ster* 
ling. In the mean time the Austrian general Kheven- 
huller ravaged his electorate, and made himself master of 
Munich, the capital of Bavaria: he likewise laid part of 
the Palatinate under contribution, in resentment for that 
elector's having sent a body of his troops to reinforce the 
imperial army. In March, count Saxe, with a detachment 
of French and Bavarians, reduced Egra ; and the Austri* 
ans were obliged to evacuate Bavaria, though they after* 
wards returned. KhevenhuUer took post in the neigh* 
bourhood of Passau, and detached general Bemclau to 
Dinglesing on the Iser, to observe the motions of the 
enemy, who were now become extremely formidable. In 
May, a detachment of French and Bavarians advanced to 
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the castle of Hilkersbergh on the Danube, with a view to 1742. 
take possession of a bridge over the river: the Austrian' 
garrison immediately marched out to give them battle, 
and a severe action ensued, in which the imperialists were 
defeated. 

XXV. In the beginning of the year the queen of Hun- 
gary had assembled two considerable armies in Moravia 
and Bohemia. Prince Charles of Lorraine, at the head 
of fifty thousand men, advanced against the Saxons and 
IVussians, who thought proper to retire with precipitation 
from Moravia, which they had invaded. Then the prince 
took the route to Bohemia ; and mareschal Broglio, who 
commanded the French forces in that country, must have 
fiillen a sacrifice, had not the king of Prussia received a 
strong reinforcement, and entered that kingdom before 
his allies could be attacked. The two armies advanced 
towards each other; and on the seventeenth of May 
joined battle at Czaslaw, where the Austrians at first 
gained a manifest advantage, and penetrated as far as the 
Prussian baggage : then the irregulars began to plunder 
so eagerly, that they neglected every other consideration. 
The Prussian infantry took this opportunity to rally : the 
battle was renewed, and, after a very obstinate contest, 
the victory was snatched out of the hands of the Aus- 
trians, who were obliged to retire, with the loss of five 
thousand men killed, and twelve hundred taken by the 
enemy. The Prussians paid dear for the honour of re- 
maining on the field of battle ; and from the circumstances 
of this action the king is said to have conceived a disgust 
to the war. When the Austrians made such progress in 
the beginning of the engagement, he rode off with great 
expedition, until he was recalled by a message from his 
general, the count de Schwerin, assuring his majesty 
that there was no danger of a defeat. Immediately after 
this battle he discovered an inclination to accommodate 
all differences with the queen of Hungary. The earl of 
Hyndford, ambassador from the court of Great Britain, 
who accompanied him in this campaign, and was vested 
with full powers by her Hungarian^ majesty, did not fail 
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1742. to cultivate this favourable disposition; and on the 

day of June, a treaty of peace between the two 

was concluded at Breslau. The queen ceded 
Prussian majesty the Upper and Lower Silesia, witi 
county of Glatz in Bohemia; and he charged hi 
with the payment of the sum lent by the merchi 
London to the late emperor, on the Silesian rev< 
He likewise engaged to observe a strict neutrality 
the war, and to withdraw his forces from Bohemia 
teen days after the ratification of the treaty, in whi 
comprehended the king of Great Britain, elector oi 
over, the czarina, the king of Denmark, the stai 
ral, the house of Wolfenbuttel, and the king of P< 
elector of Saxony, on certain conditions, which 
accepted. 

XX VL The king of Prussia recalled his troops; 
mareschal Broglio, who commanded the French 
ries in that kingdom, and the count de Belleiaie, 
doned their magazines and baggage, and rel 
precipitation under the cannon of Prague. Th< 
entrenched themselves in an advantageous situat 
prince Charles being joined by the other body 
trians, under prince Lobkowitz, encamped in 
them, on the hills of Girinsnitz. The grand duke 
cany arrived in the Austrian army, of which be 
command ; and the French generals offered to 
Prague, Egra, and all the other places they 
Bohemia, provided they might be allowed to 
with their arms, artillery, and baggage. The pi 
was rejected, and Prague invested on all sides al 
end of July. Though the operations of the 
carried on in an awkward and slovenly manner, 
was so effectually blocked up, that famine must haV^ 
pelled the French to surrender at discretion, had 
extraordinary efforts been made for their relief* Tl 
peror had made advances to the queen of Hvmgnfi 
promised that the French forces should quh 
and evacuate the empire ; and he offered to 
pretensions to the kingdom of Bohemia, on a 
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the Austrians would restore Bavaria: but these conditions 1742. 
were declined by the court of Vienna. The king of 
France was no sooner apprised of the condition to which 
the generals BrogHo and Belleisle were reduced, than he 
sent orders to mareschal Maillebois, who commanded his 
army on the Rhine, to march to their relief. His troops 
were immediately put in motion ; and when they reached 
Amberg in the Upper Palatinate, were joined by the 
French and imperialists from Bavaria. Prince Charles of 
Lorraine having received intelligence of their junction 
and design, left eighteen thousand men to maintain the 
blockade of Prague, under the command of general Festi* 
titz, while he himself, with the rest of his army, advanced 
to Haydon on the frontiers of Bohemia. There he was 
joined by count Khevenhuller, who from Bavaria had 
followed the enemy, now commanded by count Secken- 
dorf, and the count de Saxe. Seckendorf, however, was 
sent back to Bavaria, while mareschal Maillebois entered 
Bohemia on the twenty-fifth day of September. But he 
marched with such precaution, that prince Charles could 
not bring him to an engagement. Meanwhile Festititz, 
for want of sufficient force, was obliged to abandon the 
blockade of Prague ; and the French generals being now 
at liberty, took post at Leutmaritz. Maillebois advanced 
as far as Kadan; but seeing the Austrians possessed of 
all the passes of the mountains, he marched back to the 
Palatinate, and was miserably harassed in his retreat by 
prince Charles, who had left a strong body with prince 
Lobkowitz, to watch the motions of Belleisle and Broglio. 
XXVn. These generals seeing themselves surrounded 
on all hands, returned to Prague, from whence Bro^io 
made his escape in the habit of a courier, and was sent to 
command the army of Maillebois, who was by this time 
disgraced. Prince Lobkowitz, who now directed the 
blockade of Prague, had so effectually cut off all commu- 
nication between that place and the adjacent country, 
that in a little time the French troops were reduced to 
great extremity, both from the severity of the season and 
the want of provision. They were already reduced to the 
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1742. necessity of eating horse-flesh, and unclean animals ; and 
they had no other prospect but that of perishing by fa- 
mine or war, when their commander formed the scheme 
of a retreat, which was actually put in execution. Having 
taken some artful precautions to deceive the enemy, he, 
in the middle of December, departed from Prague at 
midnight, with about fourteen thousand men, thirty pieces 
of artillery, and some of the principal citizens as hostages 
for the safety of nine hundred soldiers whom he had left 
ui garrison. Notwithstanding the difficulties he must 
have encountered at that season of the year, in a broken 
and unfrequented road, which he purposely chose, he 
marched with such expedition, that he had gained the 
passes of the mountains before he was overtaken by the 
horse and hussars of prince Lobkowitz. The fatigue and 
hardships which the miserable soldiers underwent are in- 
expressible. A great number perished in the snow, and 
many hundreds, fainting with weariness, cold, and hun- 
ger, were left to the mercy of the Austrian irregulars, 
consisting of the most barbarous people on the face of the 
earth. The count de Belleisle, though tortured with the 
hip gout, behaved with surprising resolution and activity. 
He caused himself to be carried in a litter to every place 
where he thought his presence was necessary; and made 
such dispositions, that the pursuers never could make an 
impression upon the body of his troops : but all his artil- 
lery, baggage, and even his own equipage, fell into the 
hands of the enemy. On the twenty-ninth day of Decem- 
ber he arrived at Egra, from whence he proceeded to 
Alsace without further molestation: but when he re- 
turned to Versailles, he met with a very cold reception, 
notwithstanding the gallant exploit which he had per- 
formed. After his escape, prince Lobkowitz returned to 
Prague, and the small garrison which Belleisle had left in 
that place surrendered upon honourable terms; so that 
this capital reverted to the house of Austria. 

XXVni. The king of Great Britain resolving to make 
a powerful diversion in the Netherlands, had m the month 
of April ordered sixteen thousand effective men to be em- 
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barked for that country: but» as this step was taken with- 1742. 
out any previous concert with the states-general^ the earl of 
Stair, destined to the command of the forces in Flanders, 
was in the mean time appointed ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to their high mightinesses, in order to 
persuade them to co-operate vigorously in the plan which 
bis Britannic majesty had formed: a plan by which 
Great Britain was engaged as a principal in a foreign dis- 
pute, and entailed upon herself the whole burthen of an 
expensive war, big with ruin and disgrace. England, 
from being the umpire, was now become a party in all 
continental quarrels; and instead of trimming the balance 
of Europe, lavished away her blood and treasure in sup- 
porting the interest and allies of a puny electorate in the 
north of Germany. The king of Prussia had been at va- 
riance with the elector of Hanover. The duchy of Meck- 
lenburgh was the avowed subject of dispute: but his 
Prussian majesty is said to have had other more provok- 
ing causes of complaint, which, however, he did not think 
proper to divulge. The king of Great Britain found it 
convenient to accommodate these differences. In the 
course of the siunmer, the two powers concluded a con- 
vention, in consequence of which the troops of Hanover 
evacuated Mecklenburgh, and three regiments of Bran- 
denburgh took possession of those bailiwicks that were 
mortgaged to the king of Prussia. The elector of Hano- 
ver being now secured from danger, sixteen thousand 
troops of that country, together with the six thousand 
auxiliary Hessians, began their march for the Nether- 
lands ; and about the middle of October anived in the 
neighbourhood of Brussels, where they encamped. The 
carl of Stair repaired to Ghent, where the British forces 
were quartered ; a body of Austrians was assembled ; and 
though the season was far advanced, he seemed deter- 
mined upon some expedition : but all of a sudden the 
troops were sent into winter quarters. The Austrians 
retired to Luxembourg; the EngHsh and Hessians re- 
mained in Flanders; and the Hanoverians marched into 
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1742. the county of Liege, without paying any regard to the 
bishop's protestation. 

XXIX. The states-general had made a considerable 
augmentation of their forces by sea and land ; but, not- 
withstanding the repeated instances of the earl of Stair, 
they resolved to adhere to their neutrality : they dreaded 
the neighbourhood of the French; and they were far 
from being pleased to see the English get footing in the 
Netherlands. The friends of the house of Orange began 
to exert themselves : the states of Groningen and West 
Friesland protested, in favour of the prince, against the 
promotion of foreign generals which had lately been 
made ; but his interest was powerfully opposed by the 
provinces of Zealand and Holland, which had the greatest 
weight in the republic. The revolution in Russia did not 
put an end to the war with Sweden. These two powers 
had agreed to an armistice of three months, during which 
the czarina augmented her forces in Finland. She like* 
wise ordered the counts Osterman and Munich, with their 
adherents, to be tried : they were condemned to death, 
but pardoned on the scaffold, and sent in exile to Siberia. 
The Swedes, still encouraged by the intrigues of France, 
refused to listen to any terms of accommodation, unless 
Carelia and the other conquests of the czar Peter should 
be restored. The French court had expected to bring 
over the new empress to their measures ; but they found 
her as well disposed as her predecessor to assist the house 
of Austria. She remitted a considerable sum of money 
to the queen of Hungary ; and at that same time congra- 
tulated the elector of Bavaria on his elevation to the im- 
perial throne. The ceremony of her coronation was per- 
formed in May, with great solemnity, at Moscow ; and in 
November she declared her nephew, the duke of Hol- 
stein-Gottorp, her successor, by the title of grand prince 
of all the Russias. The cessation of arms being expired, 
general Lasci reduced Fredericksbeim, and obliged the 
Swedish army, commanded by count Lewenhaupt, to re- 
tire before him, from one place to another, until at length 
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they were quite surrounded near Helsingfors. In this 1742. 
emergency, the Swedish general submitted to a capitula- 
tion, by which his infantry were transported by sea to 
Sweden; his cavalry marched by land to Abo; and his 
artiUery and magazines remained in the hands of the Rus- 
sians. The king of Sweden being of an advanced age, 
the diet assembled in order to settle the succession ; and 
the duke of Holstein-Gottorp, as grandson to the eldest 
sister of Charles the twelfth, was declared next heir to 
the crown. A courier was immediately despatched to 
Moscow, to notify to the duke this determination of the 
diet ; and this message was followed by a deputation : but 
when they understood that he had embraced the religion 
of the Greek church, and been acknowledged successor 
to the throne of Russia, they annulled his election for 
Sweden, and resolved that the succession should not be 
re-established, until a peace should be concluded with the 
czarina. Conferences were opened at Abo for this pur- 
pose. In the mean time, the events of the war had been 
80 long unfortunate for Sweden, that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to appease the indignation of the people with 
some sacrifice. The generals Lewenhaupt and Boden- 
brock were tried by a court martial for misconduct: being 
found guilty and condemned to death, they applied to the 
diet, by which the sentence was confirmed. The term of 
the subsidy treaty between Great Britain and Denmark 
expiring, his Danish majesty refused to renew it; nor 
would he accede to the peace of Breslau. On the other 
hand, be became subsidiary to France, with which also he 
concluded a new treaty of commerce. 

XXX. The court of Versailles were now heartily tired 
of maintaining the war in Germany, and had actually 
made equitable proposals of peace to the queen of Hun- 
gary, by whom they were rejected. Thus repulsed, they 
redoubled their preparations ; and endeavoured, by advan- 
tageous ofiers, to detach the king of Sardinia from the 
interest of the house of Austria. This prince had 
espoused a sister to the grand duke, who pressed him 
-to ^Ufl^re for her brother; and the^ queen of Hungary pro- 
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1742. mised to gratify him with some territories in the Milanese: 

besides, he thought the Spaniards had already gained too 

much ground in Italy: but at the same time, he was 
afraid of being crushed between France and Spain, before 
he could be properly supported. He therefore tempo- 
rized, and protracted the negotiation, until he was alarmed 
at the progress of the Spanish arms in Italy, and fixed in 
his determination by the subsidies of Great Britain. The 
Spanish army assembled at Rimini, under the duke de 
Montemar ; and being joined by the Neapolitan forces, 
amounted to sixty thousand men, furnished with a large 
train of artillery. About the beginning of May, they 
entered the Bolognese : then the king of Sardinia declar- 
ing against them, joined the Austrian army commanded 
by count Traun ; marched into the duchy of Parma ; and 
understanding that the duke of Modena had engaged in a 
treaty with the Spaniards, dispossessed that prince of his 
dominions. The duke de Montemar, seeing his army 
diminished by sickness and desertion, retreated to the 
kingdom of Naples, and was followed by the king of Sar- 
dinia as far as Rimini. 

XXXI. Here he received intelligence, that Don Philip, 
third son of his cathohc majesty, had made an irruption 
into Savoy with another army of Spaniards, and already 
taken possession of Chamberri, the capital. He forthwith 
began his march for Piedmont. Don Philip abandoned 
Savoy at his approach, and retreating into Dauphin6, 
took post under the cannon of fort Barreaux. The king 
pursued him thither, and both armies remained in sight 
of each other till the month of December, when the mar- 
quis de Minas, an active and enterprising general, arrived 
from Madrid, and took upon him the conmmnd of the 
forces under Don Philip. This general's first exploit 
was against the castle of Aspremont, in the neighbour- 
hood of the Sardinian camp. He attacked it so vigor- 
ously, that the garrison was obliged to capitulate in four 
and forty hours. The loss of this important post com- 
pelled the king to retire into Piedmont; and the Spaniards 
marched back into Savoy, where they establishe^tlieif 
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winter quarters. In the mean time the duke de Monte- 1743. 



mar, who directed the other Spanish army^ though the 
duke of Modena was nominal generalissimo, resigned his 
command to count Gages, who attempted to penetrate ^ 
into Tuscany ; but was prevented by the vigilance of 
count Traun, the Austrian general. In December he 
quartered his troops in the Bolognese and Romagna; 
while the Austrians and Piedmontese were distributed in 
the Modenese and Parmesan. The pope was passive 
during the whole campaign: the Venetians maintained 
their neutraUty ; and the king of the two Sicilies was over- 
awed by the British fleet in the Mediterranean. 

XXXII. The new ministry in England had sent out 
admiral Matthews to assume the' command of this squad- 
ron, which had been for some time conducted by Lestock, 
an inferior officer, as Haddock had been obliged to resign 
his commission, on account of his ill state of health. Mat- 
thews was hkewise invested with the character of minister 
plenipotentiary to the king of Sardinia and the states of 
Italy. Immediately after he had taken possession of his 
command, he ordered captain Norris to destroy five 
Spanish galleys which had put into the bay of St. Tro- 
pez; and this service was effectually performed. In May 
he detached commodore Rowley, with eight sail, to cruise 
off the harbour of Toulon ; and a great number of mer- 
chant ships belonging to the enemy fell into his hands. 
In August he sent commodore Martin with another squad- 
ron into the bay of Naples, to bombard that cily, unless 
his Sicilian majesty would immediately recall his troops 
which had joined the Spanish army, and promise to re- 
main neuter during the continuance of the war. Naples 
was immediately filled with consternation ; the king sub- 
scribed to these conditions; and the EngHsh squadron 
rejoined the admiral on the road of Hieres, which he had 
chosen for his winter station. Before this period he had ^ 

landed some men at St. Remo, in the territories of Genoa, 
and destroyed the magazines that were erected for the * 

use of the Spanish army. He had likewise ordered two 2^ 

^'^ 's to. attack a Spanid| ship oCihe line, which 
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lay at anchor in the port of Ajaccio, in the island of Cor^ 
"" sica : but the Spanish captain sent his men on shore, and 
blew up his ship, rather than she should fall into the 
hands of the English. 

XXXIfl. In the course of this year admiral Vernon 
and general Wentworth made another effort in the West 
Indies. They had in January received a reinforcement 
from England, and planned a new expedition, in concert 
with the governor of Jamaica, who accompanied them in 
their voyage. Their design was to disembark the troops 
at Porto Bello, and march across the isthmus of Darien, 
to attack the rich town of Panama. They sailed from 
Jamiuca on the ninth day of March, and on the twenty- 
eighth arrived at Porto Bello. There they held a council 
of war, in which it was resolved, that as the troops were 
sickly, the rainy season begun, and several transports not 
yet arrived, the intended expedition was hecotne imprac- 
ticable. In pursuance of this determination the arma- 
ment immediately returned to Jam^ca, exhibiting a ridi- 
culous spectacle of folly and irresolution **. In August, a 
ship of war was sent from thence, with about three hun- 
dred soldiers, to the small island of Rattan, in the bay of 
Honduras, of which they took possession. In September, 
Vernon and Wentworth received orders to return to Eng- 
land with such troops as remained alive: these did not 
amount to a tenth part of the number which had been 
sent abroad in that inglorious service. The inferior offi- 
cers fell ignobly by sickness and despair, without an 
opportunity of signalizing their courage; and the com- 
manders lived to feel the scorn and reproach of their 
country. In the month of June the new colony of Georgia 
was invaded by an armament from St. Augustine, com- 
manded by Don Marinel de Monteano, governor of that 
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fortress. It consisted of six and thirty ships^ from which lUU 
four thousand men were landed, at St. Simon's ; and began ' 

their march for Frederica. General Oglethorpe, with a 
handful of men, took such wise precautions for opposing 
their progress, and harassed them in their march with 
such activity and resolution, that after two of their detach- 
ments had been defeated, they retired to their ships, and 
totally abandoned the enterprise. 

XXXrV. In England, the merchants still complained 
that their commerce was not properly protected, and the 
people clamoured against the conduct of the war. They 
said, their burthens were increased to maintain quarrels 
with which they had no concern ; .to defray the enormous 
expense of inactive fleets and pacific armies. Lord C. 
had by this time insinuated himself into the confidence of 
lib sovereign, and engrossed the whole direction of public 
affairs. The war with Spain was now become a secondary 
consideration, and neglected accordingly ; while the chief 
attention of the new minister was turned upon the affairs 
of the continent. The dispute with Spain concerned Bri- 
tain only. The interests of Hanover were connected with 
the troubles of the empire. By pursuing this object, be 
soothed the wishes of his master, and opened a more ample 
field for his own ambition. He had studied the policy of 
the continent with peculiar eagerness. This was the fa^ 
vourite subject of his reflection, upon which he thought 
and spoke with a degree of enthusiasm. The intolerable 
taxesy the poverty, the ruined commerce of his country, 
the iniquity of standing armies, votes of credit, and foreign 
connexions, upon which he had so often expatiated, were 
now forgotten or overlooked. He saw nothing but glory, 
conquest, or acquired dominion. He set the power of 
France at defiance ; and, as if Great Britain had felt no 4 

distress, but teemed with treasure which she could not J 

otherwise employ, he poured forth her millions with a rash 
and desperate hand, in purchasif]^ beggarly allies, and 
maintaining mercenary armies. The earl of Stair had ar- 
in England towards the end of August, and con- 
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*'«■ and in a few daya that nobleman returned to Holland. 
Lord Carteret was sent with a commisaion to the Hague 
in September ; and when he returned, the baggage of the 
king and the duke of Cumberland, which had been shipped 
for Flanders, was ordered to be brought on shore. The 
parliament met on the sixteenth day of November, when 
his majesty told them, that he had augmented the British 
forces in the Low Countries with sixteen thousand Hano- 
verians and the Hessian auxiliaries, in order to form such 
a force, in conjunction with the Austrian troops, as might 
be of service to the common cause, at all events. He ex- 
tolled the magnanunity and fortitude of the queen of Hun- 
gai^, as well as the resolute conduct of the king of Sar- 
dinia, and that princa's strict adherence to his engagements, 
though attacked in his own dominions. He mentioned 
the requisition made by Sweden, of his good oflSces for 
procuring a peace between that nation and Russia; the 
defensive alliances which he had concluded with the czar- 
ina and with the king of Prussia ; as events which could 
not have been expected, if Great Britain had not mani- 
fested a seasonable spirit and vigour, in defence and assist- 
ance of her ancient allies, end in maintaining the liberties 
of Europe. He sud, the honour and interest of his crown 
and kingdoms, the success of the war with Spain, the re- 
establishment of the balance and tranquillity of Europe, 
would greatly depend on the prudence and vigour of their 
resolutions. The marquis of Tweedale moved for an ad- 
dress of thanks, which was opposed by the earl of Chester- 
field, for the reasons so often urged on the same occasion ; 
but supported by lord C. on his new adopted maxims, with 
those specious arguments which he could at all times pro- 
duce, delivered with 'amazing serenity and assurance. The 
^ motion was agreed to, and the address presented to his 

. majesty. About this period, a treaty of mutual defence 

, and guarantee between his majesty and the king of Prua- 

'"^ sia was signed at Westminster. In the house of commons, 

'\ Mr. Lyttelton made a motion for reviving the place bill ; 
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and rejected upon a division. This was also the fate of a 
mottoti made to renew the inquiry into the conduct of~ 
Robert earl of Orford. As many strong presumptions of 
guilt had appeared against him in the reports of the se- 
cret committee, the nation had reason to expect that this 
proposal would have been embraced by a great majority ; 
bnt several members, who in the preceding session had 
been loud in their demands of justice, now shamefully con- 
tributed their talents and interest in stifling the inquiry. 

XXXV. When the house of lords took into considera- 
tion the several estimates of the expense occasioned by the 
forces in the pay of Great Britain, earl Stanhope, at the 
close of an elegant speech, moved for an address to be- 
seech and advise his majesty, that, in compassion to his 
people, loaded already with such numerous and heavy 
taxes, such large and growing debts, and greater annual 
expenses than ihe nation at any time before had ever sus- 
tained, he would exonerate his subjects of the charge and 
burthen of those mercenaries who were taken into the ser- 
vice last year, without the advice or consent of parliament. 
The motion was supported by the earl of Sandwich, who 
took occasion to speak with great contempt of Hanover ; 
and, in mentioning the royal family, seemed to forget that 
deconun which the subject required. He had, indeed, 
reason to talk with asperity on the contract by which' the 
Hanoverians had been taken into the pay of Great Bri- 
tain. Levy money was charged to the account, though 
they were engaged for one year only, and though not a 
ungle regiment had been raised on this occasion: they 
had been levied for the security of the electorate, and 
would have been maintained if England had never en- 
gaged in the affairs of the continent. The duke of Bed- 
ford enlarged upon the same subject : he said, it had been 
suspected, nor was the suspicion without foundation, that 
the measures of the English ministry had long been regu- 
lated by the interest of his majesty's electoral territories : 
•^hat these had been long considered as a gulf into which 



^ Jhe trcasi 

1^' 



le treasures of Great Britain had been thrown : that tlioi 
i l^nover had been chafed, without any visibM 



I 



».•<• 



86 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1743. eaose, since the acccMion of its princes to the throne of 

England : affluence had begun to wanton in their lo«M'» 
and gold to glitter in their cottages, without the discoreiy 
of mines, or the increase of their commerce ; and new do- 
minions had been purchased, of which the value was nerer 
paid from the revenues of Hanover. The motion waa 
bunted down by the new minister, the patriot lord Bath- 
nrst, and the earl of Bath, which last nobleman declared, 
that he considered it aa an act of cowardice and meanneia 
to fall passively down the stream of popularity, to sufier 
his reason and integrity to be overborne by the noiae of 
vulgar clamoors, which had been raised against the me«^ 
^ sores of government by the low arts of exaggeration, falla- 
cious reasonings, and partial representations. This is the 
very language which eir Robert Walpole had often used 
against Mr. Pulteney and his confederates in the house of 
commons. The associates of the new secretary pleaded 
the cause of Hanover, and insisted upon the necessity (^a 
hind war against France, with all the vehemence of ded»< 
nation. Theh- suggestions were answered ; their eondnel 
was severely stigmatised by the earl of Chesterfield, who 
observed, that the assembling an army in Flandera, without 
the concurrence of the states-general, or any other power 
engaged by treaty, or bound by interest, to support Ae 
queen of Hungary, was a rash and ridiculous measure: that 
the taking sixteen thousand Hanoverians into British pay, 
without consulting the parliament, seemed highly derc^^ 
tory to the rights and dignity of the great coundl of the 
nation, and a very dangerous precedent to future timet : 
that these troops could not be employed against the tm- 
I peror, whom they had already recognised : that the arms 

and wealth of Britain alone were altogether insufficient to 
F raise the house of Austria to its former strength, dominion, 

a and influence: that the assembling an army in Flanders 

would engage the nation as principals in an expensive and 
'^ ruinous war, with a power which it ought not to provoke, 

.^ and could not pretend to witliatand in tfiat manner: that, 

^ rhile Great Britain exhausted herself almost to ruin, \A 
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queen of Hungary, the electorate of Hanover, though 1743* 
mAJer the same engagements, and governed by the same 
prince, did not appear to contribute anything as an ally to 
her assistance, but was paid by Great Britain for all the 
forces it had sent into the field, at a very exorbitant price: 
that nothing could be more absurd and iniquitous than to 
hire these mercenaries, while a numerous army lay inactive 
at home, and the nation groaned under such intolerable 
burthens. '* It may be proper," added he, '^ to repeat 
what may be forgotten in the multitude of other objects, 
that this nation, after having exalted the elector of Hano- 
ver from a state of obscurity to the crown, is condemned 
to hire the troops of that electorate to fight their own 
cause ; to hire them at a rate which was never demanded 
before; and to pay levy money for them, though it is 
known to all Europe that they were not raised for this oc- 
casion." All the partisans of the old ministry joined in 
the opposition to earl Stanhope s motion, which was re- 
jected by the majority. Then the earl of Scarborough 
moved for an address, to approve of the measures which 
had been taken on the continent ; and this was likewise 
carried by dint of numbers. It was not, however, a very 
eligible victory : what they gained in parliament, they lost 
with the people. The new ministers became more odious 
than their predecessors ; and the people began to think 
public virtue was an empty name. 

XXXVI. But the most severe opposition they under- 
went, was in their endeavours to support a bill which they 
had concerted, and which had passed through the house 
of commons with great precipitation : it repealed certain 
duties on spirituous liquors, and licences for retailing the 
liquors $ and imposed others at an easy rate. When those 
severe duties, amounting almost to a prohibition, were im- 
posed, the populace of London were sunk into the most 
brutal degeneracy, by drinking to excess the pernicious 
spirit called gin, which was sold so cheap, that the lowest 
lass of the people could afibrd to indulge themselves ii^ 
continued state of intoxication, to the destruction d^ 
rals. industry, and order. . Such a shameful degrdt ^ 
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1143. of profligacy prevailed, that the retailers of this poisonous 
compound set up painted boards in public, inviting ^peot>le 
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to be drunk for the small expense of one penny ; i 
them they might be dead drunk for twopence, and have 
straw for nothing. They accordingly provided cellars and 
places strewed with straw, to which they conveyed those 
wretches who were overwhelmed with intoxication. In 
these dismal caverns they lay until they had recovered 
some use of their faculties, and then they had recourse to 
the same mischievous potion ; thus consuming their health, 
and ruining their families, in hideous Receptacles of the 
most filthy vice, resounding with riot, execration, and 
blasphemy. Such beastly practices too plunly denoted a 
total want of all policy and civil regulation, and would 
have reflected disgrace upon the most barbarous commu- 
nity. In order to restrain this evil, which was become in- 
tolerable, the legislature enacted that law which we have 
already mentioned. But the populace soon broke through 
all restraint. Though no licence was obtained, and no 
duty paid, the liquor continued to be sold in all comers of 
the streets : informers were intimidated by the threats of 
the people ; and the justices of the peace, either from in- 
dolence or corruption, neglected to put the law in execu- 
tion. The new ministers foresaw that a great revenue 
would accrue to the crown from a repeal of this act ; and 
this measure they tiiought they might the more decently 
take, as the law had proved ineffectual : for it appeared 
that the consumption of gin had considerably increased 
every year since those heavy duties were imposed. They 
therefore pretended, that should the price of the liquor 
be moderately raised, and licences granted at twenty abil- 
litigs each to the retailers, the lowest class of people would 
I be debarred the use of it to excess ; their morals would of 

k. consequence be mended; and a considerable sum of money 

f might he raised for the support of the war, by mortgaging 

^ the revenue arising from the duty and the licences. Upon 

v\ tliese maxims the new bill was founded, and passed 

^trough the lower house without opposition ; but amonf 
tlie peers it produced the most obstinate dispute Trli\cti^] 
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bad happened since the tMginning of this parliament 
The first fissault it sustained was from lord Hervey, who 
had been divested of his post of privy seal, which was be- 
stowed on lord Goner; and these two noblemen exchanged 
principles from that instant. The first was hardened into 
a sturdy patriot ; the other suppled into an obsequious 
courtier. Lord Hervey on this occasion made a florid ha- 
rangue upon the pernicious effects of that destructive spi- 
rit they were about to let loose upon their fellow creatures. 
Several prelates expatiated on the same topics ; but the 
earl of Chesterfield attacked the bill with the united pow- 
era of reason, wit, and ridicule. Lord Carteret, lord Bath- 
urst, and the earl of Bath, were numbered among its ad- 
vocates; and shrewd arguments were advanced on both 
sides of the question. After very long, warm, and repeated 
debates, the biU passed without amendments, though the 
whole bench of bishops voted against it ; and we cannot 
help owning, that it has not been attended with those 
dismal consequences which the lords in the opposition 
foretold. When the question was put for committing this 
bill, and the earl of Chesterfield saw the bishops join in 
his division, " I am in doubt," said he, " whether I have 
not got on the other side of the question ; for I have not 
had the honour to divide with so many lawn sleeves for 
several years." 

XXXVU. By the report of the secret committee it 
appeared, that the then minister had commenced prosecu- 
tions against the mayors of boroughs who opposed bis 
influence in the elections of members of parliament. These 
proaecutions were founded on ambiguities in charters, or 
trivial informalities in the choice of magistrates. An ap- 
peal on such a process was brought into the house of 
lords ; and this evil falling under consideration, a bill was 
prepared for securing the independency of corporations : 
but as it tended to diminish the influence of the ministry, 
tbey argued against it with their usual eagerness and suc- 
;s; and it was rejected on a division. The mutiny bill 
L several others passed through both houses. The 
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IJO. nised by the land Ux, the malt tax, duties on apirituoui 
liquors and licences, and a loan from the sinking fund. 
In two years the national debt had suffered an increase of 
A.D. 1743, two millions four hundred thousand pounds. On the 
twenty-first day of April the session was closed in the 
usual manner. The king in his speech to both bouses 
told them, that at the requisition of the queen of Hungary, 
be had ordered his army, in conjuncdon with the Austii* 
ans, to pass the Rhine for her support and assistance: 
that be continued one squadron of ships in the Mediter- 
ranean, and another in the West Indies. He thanked the 
commons fur the ample supplies they had granted ; and 
declared it was the fixed purpose of his heart to promote 
the true interest and happiness of his kingdoms. Int- 
mediately after tbe prorogation of parliament he embarked 
for Germany, accompanied by the duke of Cumberland, 
lord Carteret, and other persons of distinction. 

XXXVIII. At this period the queen of Hungary 
seemed to triumph over all her enemies. The French 
were driren out of Bohemia and part of the Upper Pala- 
tinate ; and their forces under marescbal Broglio were 
posted on the Danube. Prince Charles of Lorraine, at 
the head of the Austrian army, entered Bararia ; and in 
April obtained a victory over a body of Bavarians at Brou- 
nau : at the same time three bodies of Croations, pene- 
trating through tbe passes of tbe Tyrolcse, ravaged the 
whole country to tbe very gates of Munich. The emperor 
pressed tbe French general to hazard a battle ; but be re- 
fused to run the risk, though he had received a strong re- 
inforcement from France. His imperial majesty, thinking 
bimself unsafe in Munich, retired to Augsburgh : mares- 
cbal Seckendorf retreated with the Bavarian troops to 
Ingoldstadt, where he was afterwards joined by marescbal 
Broglio, whose troops had in this retreat been pursued 
and terribly harassed by the Austrian cavalry and hus- 
sars. Prince Charles had opened a ft«e communicatioo 
with JMiinich, Yi-Iiich now for the third time fell into tb« 
hands ol the queen of Hungary. Her anus likewise T9p 
duced Ftiedberg and Lajidsperg, while prince Charki / 
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continued to piinue the French to Donawert, where thej 1743, 
were joined by twelve thousand men from the Rhine. 
Broglio atill avoided an engagement, and retreated before 
the enemy to Hailbron. The emperor being thus aban- 
doned by his allies, and stripped of all his dominions, re- 
paired to Frankfort, where he Uved in indigence and 
obacurity. He now made advances towards an accommo- 
dation with the queen of Hungary. His general, Secken- 
dorf, had an interview with count KhevenhuUer at the 
convent of Lowersconfietd, where a convention was signed. 
This treaty imported, that the emperor should remain 
Beater during the continuance of the present war ; and 
^t his troops should be quartered in Franconia : that 
the queen of Hungary should keep possession of Bavaria 
till the peace : that Braunau and Scarding should be 
delivered up to the Auitriana : that the French garrison 
of Ingoldstadt should be permitted to withdraw, and be 
replaced by Bavarians ; but that the Austrian generals 
should be put in possession of all the artillery, magazines, 
and warlike stores belonging to the French, which should 
be found in the pUce. The governors of Egra and In- 
goldstadt refusing to acquiesce in the capitulation, the 
Austrians bad recourse to the operations of war; and 
both places were reduced. In Ingoldstadt they found all 
the emperor's domestic treasure, jewels, plate, pictures, 
cabinets, and curiosities, with the archives of the house 
of Bavaria, the most valuable effects belonging to the 
nobility of that electorate, a prodigious train of artillery, 
•nd a vast quantity of provisions, arms, and ammunition. 

XXXIX. The French king, baffled m aU the efforts 
he had hitherto made for the support of the emperor, 
ordered his minister at Frankfort-to deliver a declaration 
to the diet, professing himself extremely well pleased to 
hear they intended to interpose their mediation for ter- 
minating the war. He said, he was no less satisfied with 
the treaty of nentnlity which the emperor had concluded 
with tlie queen of Hungary ; an event of which he was no 
sooner iTifDrnied.than he had ordered liis troops to return 
tn the tronliers of his dominions, that the Germane body 
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1748. migbt be convinced of his equity and moderation. To 

this declaration the queen of Hungary answered in a re- 

acript, that the design of France was to embarrass her 
affairs, and deprive her of the aHsistance of her allies : 
that the elector of Bavaria could not be considered as a 
neutral party in his own cause ; that the mediation of the 
empire could only produce a peace either with or without 
the concurrence of France : that in the former case no 
solid peace could be expected ; in the latter, it was easy 
to foresee, that France would pay no regard to a peace in 
which she should have no concern. She affirmed, that 
the aim of the French king was solely to gain time to re- 
pair his losses, that he might afterwards revive the troubles 
of the empire. The elector of Mentz, who had favoured 
the emperor, was now dead, and his successor inclined to 
the Austrian interest. He allowed this rescript to be 
entered in the journal of the diet, together with the pro- 
tests which had been made when the vote of Bohemia wa* 
suppressed in the late election. The emperor compluned 
in a circular letter of this transaction, as a stroke levelled 
at his imperial dignity ; and it gave rise to a warm dispute 
among the members of the Germanic body. Several 
princes resented the haughty conduct, and began to be 
alarmed at the success, of the house of Austria ; while 
others pitied the deplorable situation of the emperor. 
The kings of Great Britain and Prussia, as electors of 
Hanover and Brandenburgh, espoused opposite sides in 
this contest. His Prussian majesty protested against the 
investiture of the duchy of Saxe Lawenhurgh, claimed by 
the king of Great Britain: he had an interview with gene- 
ral Seckendorf at Anspach ; and was said to have privately 
visited the emperor at Frankfort. 

XL. The troops which the king of Great Britain had 
assembled in the Netherlands, began their march for the 
Rhine in the latter end of February; and in May they 
encamped near Hoech on the river Mayne, under the 
command of the earl of Stair, This nobleman sent majow 
general Bland to Frankfort, with a compliment to thC 
emperor, assurmg him, in the name of his Britannic ma^ 
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jestjy that the respect owing to his dignity should not be 
violated, nor the place of his residence disturbed. Not- 
withstanding this assurance, the emperor retired to Mu- 
nich ; though he was afterwards compelled to return, by 
the success of the Austrians in Bavaria. The French 
king, in order to prevent the junction of the British forces 
with prince Charles of Lorraine, ordered the mareschal 
de Noailles to assemble sixty thousand men upon the 
Mayne ; while Coigny was sent into Alsace with a numer- 
ous army, to defend that province, and oppose prince 
Charles, should he attempt to pass the Rhine. The 
mareschal de Noailles, having secured the towns of l^pire, 
Worms, and Oppenheim, passed the Rhine in the begin- 
ning of June, and posted himself on the east side of that 
river, above Frankfort. The earl of Stair advanced 
towards him, and encamped at Killenbach, between the 
river Mayne and the forest of d'Armstadt: from this 
situation he made a motion to Aschaffenburgh, with a 
view to secure the navigation of the Upper Mayne ; but 
he was anticipated by the enemy, who lay on the other 
side of the river, and had taken possession of the posts 
above, so as to intercept all supplies. They were posted 
on the other side of the river, opposite to the allies, whose 
camp they overlooked ; and they found means by their 
parties and other precautions, to cut off the communica- 
tion by water between Frankfort and the confederates. 
The duke of Ciunberland had alreddy come to make his 
.first campaign, and his majesty arrived in the camp on the 
ninth day of June. He found his army, amounting to 
above forty thousand men, in danger of starving ; he re- 
ceived intelligence, that a reinforcement of twelve thou- 
sand Hanoverians and Hessians had reached Hanau ; and 
he resolved to march thither, both with a view to effect a 
junction, and to procure provision for his forces. With 
this view he decamped on the twenty-sixth day of June. 
He had no sooner quitted Aschaffenburgh, than it was 
d by the French general : he had not marched above 
leagues, when he perceived the enemy, to the num- 
of thirt^dhousand. had passed the nftt^vtifff dow% 
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at Setingenstadt, uid were drawn up in order of battle at 
~ the Tillage of Dettingen, to dispute his passage. Tbus 
he found himielf cooped up in a very dangerous situation. 
The enemy had possessed themselves of Aschaffenburgh 
behind, so as to prevent his retreat : his troops were con- 
fined in a narrow plain, bounded by hills and woods on 
the right, flanked on the left by the river Mayne, on the 
opposite side of which the French had erected batteries 
that annoyed the allies on their march: in the front a 
considerable part of the French army was drawn up) with 
a narrow pass before them, the village of Dettingen on 
their right, a wood on their left, and a morass in the 
centre. Thus environed, the confederates must either 
have fought at a very great disadvantage, or surrendered 
themselves prisoners of war, had not the duke de Ora- 
mont, who commanded the enemy, been instigated by the 
spirit of madness to forego these advantages. He passed 
the deBle, and advancing towards the allies, a battle en- 
sued. The French horse charged with great impetuoaity, 
and some regiments of British cavalry were put in dis- 
order : but the in&ntry of the allies behaved with such 
intrepidity and deliberation, under the eye of their sove- 
reign, as soou determined the iate of the day: the French 
were obliged to give way, and repass the Mayne with 
great precipitation, having lost above 6ve thousand men 
killed, wounded, or taken. Had they been properly pur- 
sued before they recollected themselves from their first 
confusion, in all probability they would have sustained a 
total overthrow. The earl of Stair proposed that a body 
of cavalry should be detached on this service ; but hb 
advice was overruled. The loss of the allies in this action 
amounted to two thousand men. The generals Clayton 
and Monroy were killed : the duke of Cumberland, who 
exhibited uncommon proofs of courage, was shot through 
tlie calf of the leg: the earl of Albemarle, general Huske, 
and several other officers of distinction, were wounded. 
The king enpoaed his person to a severe fire of cannon as 
well as musketry: he rode belween the first and second 
lines witli his sword drawn, and encouraged^e troopi 
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fight for the honour of England. Immedialkly after tba ^W- 
action he continued hi§ march to Hanaa, where he wai ~~ ' 
joined by the reinforcement. The earl of Stair Bent a 
trumpeter to mareschal de Noailles, recommending to his 
protection the sick and wounded that were left on the field 
of battle ; and these the French general treated with great 
care and tenderness. Such generosi^ softens the rigours 
of war, and does honour to humanity. 

XLI. The two armies continued on difTerent sides of 
the river till the twelfth day of July, when the French 
general receiving intelligence that prince Charles of Loiv 
raine had approached the Neckar, he suddenly retired, 
and repassed the Rhine between Worms and Oppenheim. 
The king of Great Britain was visited by prince Charles 
and count Khevenhuller at Hanau, where the future oper- 
ations of the campaign were regulated. On the twenty- 
seventh day of August, the allied army passed the Rhine 
at Mentz, and the king fixed his bead quarters in the 
episcopal palace at Worms. Here the forces lay en- 
camped till the latter end of September, when they 
advanced to Spire, where they were joined by twenty 
thousand Dutch auxiliaries from the Netherlands. Mares- 
chat Noailles having retreated into Upper Alsace, the 
allies took possession of Germersheim, and demolished 
the entrenchments which the enemy had raised on the 
Queich; then they returned to Mentz, and in October 
were distributed into winter quarters, after an inactive 
campaign that redounded very little to the honour of 
those by whom the motions of the arm; were conducted. 
In September a treaty had been concluded at Worms 
between bis Britannic majesty, the king of Sardinia, and 
the queen of Hungary. She engaged to maintain thirty 
thousand men in Italy: the king of Sardinia obliged him- 
self to employ forty thousand infantry and five thousand 
horse, in consideration of his coDimanding the combined 
army, and receMng an annual subsidy of two hundred 






iAonsand pounds fiom Great Britain. As a further 
^ieatic 



ton, the quMB yielded to liim the ci^ of Placentia, 
several districts in the duchy cf Pari, and in 
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I74£ Novarese ; tad all her right and pretensions to Finali at 
* ~ present possessed by the republic of Genoa, which they 
hoped would give it up, on being repaid the purchase 
money, amounting to three hundred thousand pounds. 
This sum the king of England promised to disburse; and 
moreover to maintain a strong squadron in the Mediter- 
ranean, the commander of which should act in concert 
with his Sardinian majesty. Finally, the contracting 
powers agreed, that Final should be constituted a free 
port, like that of Leghorn. Nothing could be more 
unjust than this treaty, by which the Genoese were ne- 
gotiated out of their property. They had purchased the 
marquisate of Final of the late emperor for a valuable 
consideration, and the purchase had been guaranteed by 
Great Britain. It could not, therefore, be expected that 
they would part with this acqubition to a prince whose 
power they thought already too formidable; especially, 
on condition of its being made a free port, to the pre- 
judice of their own commerce. They presented remon- 
strances against this article by their ministers at the 
courts of London, Vienna, and Turin ; and, as very little 
regard was paid to their representations, they threw 
themselves into the arms of France and Spain for pro- 
tection. 

XLII. After the battle of Dettingen, colonel Mentzel, 
at the head of a large body of irregulars belonging to the 
queen of Hungary, made an irruption into Lorraine, part 
of which they ravaged without mercy. In September 
prince Charles, with the Austrian army, entered the Bris- 
gaw, and attempted to pass the Rhine; but mareschal 
Coigny had taken such precautions for guarding it on the 
other side, that he was obliged to abandon his design, 
and marching back into the Upper Palatinate, quartered 
his troops in that country, and in Bavaria. By this time 
the earl of Stair had solicited and obtained leave to resign 
his command. He had for some tiMI. thought himself 
neglected ; and was unwilling that his reputation shoul^ 
9 suffer on account of measures in iHiich he had no ccM 
jR cem. In Odiober the king of Great Britain returned^ 
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Hanover, and the army separated. The troops in British 1743. 
pay marched back to the Netherlands, and the rest took 
their route to their respective countries. The states- 
general still wavered between their own immediate interest 
and their desire to support the house of Austria. At 
length, however, they supplied her with a subsidy, and 
ordered twenty thousand men to march to her assistance, 
notwithstanding the intrigues of the marquis de Fenelon, 
the French ambassador at the Hague, and the declaration 
of the king of Prussia, who disapproved of this measure, 
and refused them a passage through his territories to the 
Rhine. 

XLIIl. Sweden was filled with discontents, and di- 
vided into factions. The generals Bodenbrock and 
Lewenhaupt were beheaded, having been sacrificed as 
scape-goats for the ministry. Some unsuccessful efforts 
by sea and land were made against the Russians. At 
last the peace of Abo was concluded ; and the duke of 
Holstein-Utin, uncle to the successor of the Russian 
throne, was chosen as next heir to the crown of Sweden. 
A party had been formed in favour of the prince of Den- 
mark ; and the order of the peasants actually elected him 
as successor. The debates in the college of nobles rose 
to a very dangerous degree of animosity, and were ap« 
peased by an harangue in Swedish verse, which one of 
the senators pronounced. The peasants yielded the point, 
and the succession was settled on the duke of Holstein. 
Denmark, instigated by French counsels, began to make 
preparations of war against Sweden : but a body of Rus- 
sian auxiliaries arriving in that kingdom, under the com- 
mand of general Keith, and the czarina declaring she 
would assist tlie Swedes with her whole force, the king 
of Denmark thought proper to disarm. It had been an 
old maxim of French policy to embroil the courts of the 
north, that they might be too much employed at home to 
intermeddle in the affairs of Germany, while France was 
at war with the house of Austria. The good understand- 
ing between the esarina and the queen of Hungary was 
/ftt this period destroyed, in consequence of a conspiracy 
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1743. which had been formed by some persons of distinction at 
the court of Petersburgh, for removing the empress Eli- 
zabeth, and recalling the princess Anne to the administra- 
tion. This design being discovered, the principal con- 
spirators were corporally punished, and sent in exile to 
Siberia. The marquis de Botta, the Austrian minister, 
who had resided at the court of the czarina, was suspected 
of having been concerned in the plot ; though the grounds 
of this suspicion did not appear till after he was recalled, 
and sent as ambassador to the court of Berlin. The 
empress demanded satisfaction of the queen of Hungary, 
who appointed commissioners to inquire into his conduct, 
and he was acquitted; but the czarina was not at all 
satisfied of his innocence. In February a defensive treaty 
of alliance was concluded between this princess and the 
king of Great Britain. 

XLIV. By this time France was deprived of her ablest 
minister, in tlie death of the cardinal de Fleury, who had 
for many years managed the affairs of that kingdom. He 
is said to have possessed a lively genius, and an insinu- 
ating address; to have been regular in his deportment, 
and moderate in his disposition ; but at the same time he 
has been branded as deceitful, dissembling, and vindic- 
tive. His scheme of politics was altogether pacific: he 
endeavoured to accomplish his purposes by raising and 
fomenting intrigues at foreign courts : he did not seem to 
pay much regard to the military glory of France; and he 
too much neglected the naval power of that kingdom. 
Since Broglio was driven out of Germany, the French 
court aflected uncommon moderation. They pretended 
that their troops had only acted as auxiliaries while they 
remained in the empire; being, however, apprehensive 
of an irruption into their own dominions, they declared, 
that those troops were no longer to be considered in that 
light, but as subjects acting in the service of France. 
The campaign in Italy proved unfavourable to the Span- 
iards. In the beginning of February count Gages, who 
commanded the Spanish army in the Bolognese, amount- 
ing to four and twenty thousand men, passed the Penaro, 
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and adyanced to Campo-Santo, where he encountered the 1743. 
unperial and Piedmontese forces, commanded by the ^ 
counts Traun and Aspremont. The strength of the two 
armies was nearly equal. The action was obstinate and 
bloody, though indecisive. The Spaniards lost about 
four thousand men killed, wounded, or taken. The 
damage sustained by the confederates was not quite so 
great. Some cannon and colours were taken on both 
sides; and each claimed the victory. Count Gages re- 
passed the Penaro; retreated suddenly from Bologna, 
and marched to Rimini in the ecclesiastical state, where 
he fortified his camp in an advantageous situation, after 
having suffered severely by desertion. Count Traun re- 
mained inactive in the M odenese till September, when he 
resigned his command to prince Lobkowitz. This general 
entered the Bolognese in October, and then advanced 
towards count Gages, who, with his forces, now reduced 
to seven thousand, retreated to Fano; but afterwards 
took possession of Pesaro, and fortified all the passes of 
the river Foglia. The season was far advanced before 
the Spanish troops, commanded by Don Philip, in Savoy» 
entered upon action. In all probability, the courts of 
Versailles and Madrid carried on some private negotia- 
tion with the king of Sardinia. This expedient failing, 
Don Philip decamped from Chamberri in the latter end 
of August, and defiling through Dauphine towards Brian- 
9on, was joined by the prince of Conti, at the head of 
twenty thousand French auxiliaries. Thus reinforced, 
he attacked the Piedmontese lines at Chateau-Dauphin^ ; 
but was repulsed in several attempts, and obliged to re- 
treat with considerable loss. The French established 
their winter quarters in Dauphine and Provence; and 
the Spaniards maintained their footing in Savoy. 

XLV. The Britbh fleet, commanded by admiral Mat- 
thews, overawed all the states that bordered on the Me* 
diterranean. THhm officer, about the end of June, under* 
standing that feavteen xebecks, laden with artillery and 
ammunition for the 'JBpanish army, had arrived at Genoa, 
•ailed thither fro9t ^® road of Hieres, and demanded of 
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1743. the republic that they would either oblige these vessels 
with the stores to quit their harbour, or sequester their 
lading until a general peace should be established. After 
some dispute, it was agreed that the cannon and stores 
should be deposited in the castle of Bonifacio, situated on 
a rock at the south end of Corsica ; and that the xebecks 
should have leave to retire without molestation. The 
Corsicans had some years before revolted, and shaken off 
the dominion of the Genoese, under which their island 
had remained for many centuries. They found them- 
selves oppressed, and resolved to assert their freedom. 
They conferred the sovereign authority on a German ad-< 
venturer, who was solemnly proclaimed by the name of 
king Theodore. He had supplied them with some arma 
and ammunition, which he had brought from Tunis; and 
amused them with promises of being assisted by foreign 
powers in retrieving their independency: but as these 
promises were not performed, they treated him so roughly, 
that he had thought proper to quit the island, and they 
submitted again to their old masters. The troubles of 
Corsica were now revived. Theodore revisited his king- 
dom, and was recognised by the principal chiefs of the 
island. He published a manifesto : he granted a general 
pardon to all his subjects who should return to their obe- 
dience : he pretended to be countenanced and supported 
by the king of Great Britain and the queen of Hungary. 
He was certainly thought a proper instrument to perplex 
and harass the Genoese, and was supplied at this juncture 
with a sum of money to purchase arms for the Corsicans : 
but a change soon happened in the British ministry ; and 

ft then he was suffered to relapse into his original obscurity. 

I Admiral Matthews, though he did not undertake any ex- 

pedition of importance against the maritime towns of Spain, 

L . continued to assert the British empire at sea through the 

* whole extent of the Mediterranean. The Spanish army 

under Don Philip was no sooner in mo|ilM|^ than the Eng- 
lish admiral ordered some troops and i^uiiion to be disem- 
barked for the security of Villa FvlpeiU Some stores 
having been lauded at Civita Vecchfa, j^sr the use of the 
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Spanish forces under count Gages, Matthews interpreted 1743. 
this transaction into a violation of the neutrality which the ' 

pope had professed ; and sent thither a squadron to bom- 
bard the place. The city of Rome was filled with con* 
sterna tion ; and the pope had recourse to the good offices 
of his Sardinian majesty, in consequence of which the 
English squadron was ordered to withdraw. The cap- 
tains of single cruising ships, by their activity and vigil- 
ance, wholly interrupted the commerce of Spain; can- 
nonaded and burned some towns on the seaside; and 
kept the whole coast in continual alarms 

XLVI. In the West Indies some unsuccessful efforts 
were made by an English squadron, commanded by com- 
modore Knowles. He attacked La Gueira on the coast 
of Caraccas, in the month of February ; but met with such 
a warm reception, that he was obliged to desist, and make / 
the best of his way for the Dutch island Cura9oa, where ^ 
he repaired the damage he had sustained. His ships 
being refitted, he made another attempt upon Porto 
Cavallo in April, which like the former miscarried. 
Twelve hundred marines being landed in the neighbour- 
hood of that place, were seized with such a panic, that it 
was found necessary to re-embark them without delay. 
Then the commodore abandoned the enterprise, and 
sailed back to his station at the Leeward islands, without 
having added much to his reputation, either as to conduct ^ 
or resolution. On the continent of America the opera- 
tions of the war were very inconsiderable. General Ogle- 
thorpe having received intelligence that the Spaniards 

^ In May a dreadful plae^ue broke out at Messina in Sicily. It was imported 
in cotton and other commodities brought from the Morea ; and swept off such a 
multitude of people, that the city was almost depopulated : all the galley slaves, 
who were employed in burying the dead, perished by the conta^on ; and this 
was the fate of many priests and monks who administered to those who were 
infected. The dead bodies lay in heaps in the streets, corrupting the air, and ^ 

adding fresh fuel to the rage of the pestilence. Numbers died miserably, for 
want of proper attendance and necessaries; and all was horror and desolation. *' 

At the beginning of winter it ceased, after having destroyed near fifty thousand 
inhabitants ^^^^^^^H0M of the garrisons in the citadel and castle. It was 
prevented from spreHS^ipMl Sicily by a strong barricado drawn from Melazzo 
toTaormina; but it wis jjKveyed to Keggio in Calabria, by the avarice of a 
broker of that place, wk^^M^ht some goods at Messina. The king of Naples 
inmediately ordered IvV^^Ec formed, together with a chain of troops, which 
cot off all communicatjiB lly cen that place and the rcil 4^be continent. 
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It43. prepared for anotber invasion from St« Augatdnei astetn* 
bled a body of Indiansi as a reinforcement to part of his 
own regiment, with the highlanders and rangers, and in 
the spring began his march, in order to anticipate the 
enemy. He encamped for some time in the neighbour- 
hood of St. Augustine, by way of defiance : but they did 
not think proper to hazard an engagement ; and as he was 
in no condition to undertake a siege, he returned to 
Georgia. In October the princess Louisa, youngest 
daughter of his Britannic majesty, was married by proxy, 
at Hanover, to the prince royal of Denmark, who met her 
at Altona, and conducted her to Copenhagen* 
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CHAPTER THE NINETEENTH. 
GEORGE THE SECOND. 




■ HE discontents of England were art- 
. fully inflamed by anti-miniBterial writ- ~ 
I era, who not only exaggerated the 
\ burthens of the people, and drew 
' frightful pictures of the distress and 
\ misery wliich they said impended 
I over the nation, but also employed 
the arts of calumny and misrepresentation, to excite a jea- 
lousy and national quarrel between the English and Hano- 
veriana. They affirmed, that in the last campaign the 
British general had been neglected and desplGed ; while 
the counsels of foreign officers, greatly inferior to him in 
capacity, quahty, and reputation, had been followed, to 
the prejudice of the common cause: that the British 
troops sustained daily insults from their own mercenaries, 
who were indulged with particular marks of royal favour: 
that the sovereign himself appeared at Dettingen in a 
Hanoverian acarf; and that his electoral troops were of 
▼ery little seivHSllB that engagement. Though the most 
material of theakssertions were certainly false, they 
made a stron^^^vession on the minds of the people, 
ilready irritateJBBhe enormous expenM of a continental 
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1743. war piaJBtained fty the interest of Germany. When the 
parliament met in the beginning of December, a motion 
was made in the house of peers by the earl of Sandwich, 
for an address beseeching his majesty to discontinue the 
Hanoverian troops in British pay, in order to remove the 
popular discontent, and stop the murmurs of the English 
troops abroad. He was supported by the duke of Bed- 
ford, the earl of Chesterfield, and all the leaders in the 
opposition, who did not fail to enumerate and insist upon 
all the circumstances we have mentioned. They more- 
over observed, that better troops might be hired at a 
smaller expense : that it would be a vain and endless task 
to exhaust the national treasure, in enriching a hungry 
and barren electorate: that the popular dissatisfaction 
against these mercenaries was so general, and raised to 
such violence, as nothing but their disnpission could ap- 
pease : that if such hirelings should be thus continued 

^* from year to year, they might at last become a burthen 

entailed upon the nation, and be made subservient, un- 
der some ambitious prince, to purposes destructive of 
British liberty. These were the suggestions of spleen 
and animosity ; for, granting the necessity of a land war, 
the Hanoverians were the most natural allies and auxi- 
liaries which Great Britain could engage and employ. 
How insolent soever some few individual generals of that 
electorate might have been in their private deportment, 
certain it is, their troops behaved with great sobriety, 
discipline, and decorum; and in the day of battle did 
their duty with as much courage and alacrity as any body 
of men ever displayed on the Uke occasion. The motion 
was rejected by tlie majority: but, when the term for 
keeping them in the British pay was nearly expired, and 
the estimates for their being continued the ensuing year 
were laid before the house, the earl of Sandwich renewed 
his motion. The lord chancellor, as speaker of the^ bouse, 
interposing, declared, that by their ruMilgiuestion once 
rejected could not be revived during flitoinie session. A 
debate ensued, and the second mo^^wwas overruled. 
' The Hanoveruuii troops were voted ^^^^ house of com^ 
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mons: nevertheless the same nohleman moved in the * .1743. 
upper house, that the continuing sixteen thousand Hano- 
verians in British pay was prejudicial to his majesty's true 
interest, useless to the common cause, and dangerous to 
the welfare and tranquillity of the nation. He was se- 
conded by the duke of Marlborough, who had resigned 
his commission in disgust ; and the proposal gave birth to 
another warm dispute : but victory declared, as usual, for 
the ministry. 

II. In the house of commons they sustained divers at- 
tacks. A motion was made for laying a duty of eight 
shillings in the pound on all places and pensions. Mr. 
Grenville moved for an address, to beseech his majesty, 
that he would not engage the British nation any further 
in the war on the continent, without the concurrence of 
the states-general on certain stipulated proportions of 
force and expense, as in the late war. These proposals 
begat vigorous debates, in which the country party were 
always foiled by dint of superior numbers. Such was the 
credit and influence of the ministry in parliament, that 
although the national debt was increased by above six 
millions since the commencement of the war, the commons 
indulged them with an enormous sum for the expense of 
the ensuing year. The grants specified in the votes 
amounted to six millions and a half: to this sum were 
added three millions and a half, paid to the sinking fund 
in perpetual taxes ; so that this year's expense rose to ten 
millions. The funds established for the annual charge 
were the land and malt taxes; one million paid by the 
East India company for the renewal of their charter, 
twelve hundred thousand pounds by annuities, one million 
from the sinking fund, six and thirty thousand pounds 
from the coinage, and six hundred thousand pounds by a 
lottery ; an expedient which for some time had been annu- 
ally repeated ; and which, in a great measure, contributed 
to debauch the morals of the public, by introducing a 
a spirit of gamingy^Atetructive of all industry and virtue. 

III. The disaeMmis of the British parliament were 
. suddenly suspc^4^djt>y &n event that seemed to unite 
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1743. up the English Channel with twenty ships of war. They 
were immediately discovered by an English cruiser, which 
ran into Plymouth ; and the intelligence, was conveyed by 
land to the board of admiralty. Sir John Norris was 
forthwith ordered to take the command of the squadron 
at Spithead, with which he sailed round to the Downs, 
where he was joined by some ships of the line from Chat- 
ham, and then he found himself at the head of a squadron 
considerably stronger than that of the enemy. 

V. Several regiments marched to the southern coast of 
England : all governors and commanders were ordered to 
repair immediately to their respective posts : the forts at 
the mouth of the Thames and Medway were put in a 
posture of defence ; and directions were issued to assem- 
ble the Kentish miUtia, to defend the coast in case of an 
invasion. On the fifteenth day of February, the king 
sent a message to both houses of parliament, intimating 
the arrival of the pretender's son in France, the prepara- 
tions at Dunkirk, and the appearance of a French fleet in 
the English Channel. They joined in an address, declar- 
ing their indignation and abhorrence of the design formed 
in favour of a popish pretender; and assuring his majesty, 
that they would, with the warmest zeal and unanimity, 
take such measures as would enable him to frustrate and 
defeat so desperate and insolent an attempt. Addresses 
of the same kind were presented by the city of London, 
both universities, the principal towns of Great Britain, 
the clergy, the dissenting ministers, the quakers, and al- 
most all the corporations and communities of the king- 
dom. A requisition was made of the six thousand auxi- 
liaries, which the states-general were by treaty obliged to 
furnish on such occasions ; and these were granted with 
great alacrity and expedition. The earl of Stair, forget- 
ting his wrongs, took this opportunity of offering his ser- 
vices to government, and was invested with the chief com- 
mand of the forces in Great Britain^pKp example was 
followed by several noblemen of the fllrank. The duke 
of Montague was permitted to rais^Hkjment of horse ; 
and orders waie.jent to bring ovef^^Qhousand oft 
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Britisti troops from Flanders, in case the invasion should 1743. 
actually take place. His majesty was, in another address ' 

from parliament, exhorted to augment his forces by sea 
and land : the habeas corpus act was suspended for six 
months, and several persons of distinction were appre- 
hended on suspicion of treasonable practices : a proclama- 
tion was issued for putting the laws in execution against 
papists and nonjurors, who were commanded to retire 
ten miles from London ; and every precaution was taken 
which seemed necessary for the preservation of the public 
tranquillity. 

VI. Meanwhile the French court proceeded with their 
preparations at Boulogne and Dunkirk, under the eye of 
the young pretender ; and seven thousand men were ac- 
tually embarked. M. de Roquefeuille sailed up the Chan- 
nel as far as Dungeness, a promontory on the coast of 
Kent, after having detached M. de Barreil, with five 
ships, to hasten the embarkation at Dunkirk. While the 
French admiral anchored off Dungeness, he perceived, 
on the twenty-fourth day of February, the British fleet, 
under sir John Norris, doubling the south Foreland from 
the Downs ; and though the wind was against him, taking 
the opportunity of the tide to come up and engage the 
French squadron. Roquefeuille, who little expected such 
a visit, could not be altogether composed, considering the 
great superiority of his enemies : but the tide failing, the 
English admiral was obliged to anchor two leagues short 
of the enemy. In this interval, M. de Roquefeuille called 
a council of war, in which it was determined to avoid an 
engagement, weigh anchor at sunset, and make the best 
of their way to the place from whence they had set sail. 
This resolution was favoured by a very hard gale of wind, 
which began to blow from the north-east, and carried 
them down the Channel with incredible expedition. But 
the same storm which, in all probability, saved their fleet 
firom destructioiii^lllterly disconcerted the design of in- 
vading England.jyk great number of their transports ^ 
were driven asbq;||f ,ivd destroyed; and the rest were so 
damaged that tlM|^£oj|ld not be speedily imaired^ The 
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1743. English were now masters at aea ; and their coast was so 
""■^ well guarded, that the enterprise could not be prosecuted 

with any probability of success. The French generals 
nominated to serve in this expedition returned to Paris, 
and the young pretender resolved to wait a more favour- 
able opportunity. In the mean time he remained in Paris, 
or that neighbourhood, incognito, and almost totally ne- 
glected by the court of France. Finding himself in this 
disagreeable situation, and being visited by John Murray 
of Broughton, who magnified the power of his friends in 
Great Britain, he resolved to make some bold effort, even 
without the assistance of Lewis, in whose sincerity he had 
no faith, and forthwith took proper measures to obtain 
exact information touching the number, inclipations, and 
influence of his father's adherents in England and Scot^ 
land. The French king no longer preserved any mea- 
sures with the court of London : the British resident at 
Paris was given to understand, that a declaration of war 
must ensue; and this was actually published on the twen- 
tieth day of March. The king of Great Britain was taxed 
with having dissuaded the court of Vienna from entertain- 
ing any thoughts of an accommodation ; with having in- 
fringed the convention of Hanover; with having exercised 
piracy upon the subjects of France, and with having 
blocked up the harbour of Toulon. On the thirty-first 
day of March, a like denunciation of war against France 
was published at London, amidst the acclamations of the 
people. 
A.D. 1744. VII. The commons of England, in order to evince their 
loyalty, brought in a bill, denouncing the penalties of high 
treason against those who should maintain correspondence 
with the sons of the pretender. In the upper house, lord 
Hardwicke, the chancellor, moved, that a clause should 
be inserted, extending the crime of treason to the pos- 
terity of the offenders, during the lives of the pretender's 
sons. The motion, which was suradMid by the whole 
strength of the ministry, produce<£4li- warm debate, in 
which the duke of Bedford, the eaa| dF Chesterfield, the 
lords Talbot and Hervey, argued pgaJBit it in the most 
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ipthetic manner, as an illiberal expedient, contrary' to the l74i. 
dictates of humanity, the law of nature, the rules of com- ' 
mon justice, and the precepts of religion ; an expedient 
that would involve the innocent with the guilty, and tend 
to the augmentation of minbterial power, for which pur* 
pose it was undoubtedly calculated. Notwithstanding 
these suggestions, the clause was carried in the affinHa* 
tive, and the bill sent back to the commons, where the 
amendment was vigorously opposed by lord Strange, lord 
Guernsey, Mr. W. Pitt, and other members, by whom 
the original bill had been countenanced*: the majority, 
however, declared for the amendment, and the bill ob« 
tained the royal assent. The session of parUament was 
closed in May, when the king told them, that the French 
had made vast preparations on the side of the Nether- 
lands ; and that the states-general had agreed to furnish 
the succours stipulated by treaties. 

VIII. By this time an action bad happened in the Me^ 
diterranean, between the British fleet commanded by ad« 
miral Matthews, and the combined squadrons of France 
and Spain, which had been for some time blocked up in 
the harbour of Toulon. On the ninth day of February they 
were perceived standing out of the road, to the number 
of four and thirty sail: the English admiral immediately 
weighed from Hieres bay; and on the eleventh part of 
the fleets engaged. Matthews attacked the Spanish ad- 
miral, Don Navarro, whose ship, the Real, was a firsts 
rate, mounted with above an hundred guns. Rear-admi- 
ral Rowley singled out M. de Court, who commanded the 
French squadron ; and a very few captains followed the 
example of their commanders : but vice-admiral Lestock, 
with his whole division, remained at a great distance 
astern ; and several captains who were immediately under 
the eye of Matthews, behaved in such a manner as re- 
flected disgrace upon their country. The whole transac- 




* The opposition hadt iultined a heavy blow in the death of the duke of 
Argyle, a nobleman of AU^ qualifications for the senate and the field, whose 
chanoler would have bpaiifpl more illustrious, had not some parts of bis con- 
duct subjected him to tiM fifapicioa of selfishness and inconstancy. He was 
ficeeeded in that titW% hit prother Archibald, earl of llsf* 
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1744. tion was conducted without order or deliberation. Tbfi 
French and Spaniards would have willingly avoided an 
engageiQenty as the British squadron was superior to them- 
in strength and number. M. de Court, therefore, made 
the best of his way towards the straits* mouth, probably 
with intention to join the Brest squadron: but he had 
ordfers to protect the Spanish fleet; and as they sailed 
heavily, he was obliged to wait for them, at the hasard of 
maintaining a battle with the English. Thus circum- 
stanced he made sail and lay-to by turns ; so that the 
British admiral could not engage them in proper order ; 
and as they outsailed his ships, he began to fear they 
would escape him altogether, should he wait for vice-ad- 
miral Lestock, who was so far astern. Under this appre- 
hension he made the signal for engaging, while that for 
the line of battle was still displayed ; and this inconsist- 
ency naturally introduced confusion. The fight was main- 
tained with great vivacity by the few who engaged. The 
Real being quite disabled, and lying like a wreck upon 
the water, Mr. Matthews sent a fire-ship to destroy her : 
but the expedient did not take effect. The ship ordered 
to cover this machine did not obey the signal ; so that the 
captain of the fire-ship was exposed to the whole fire of 
the enemy. Nevertheless he continued to advance until 
he found the vessel sinking ; and being within a few yards 
of the Real, he set fire to the fusees. The ship was im- 
mediately in flames, in the midst of which he and his lieu- 
tenant, with twelve men, perished. This was likewise the 
fate of the Spanish launch, which had been manned with 
fifty sailors, to prevent the fire-ship from running on board 
the Real. One ship of the line belonging to the Spanish 
squadron struck to captain Hawke, who sent a lieutenant 
to take possession of her : she was afterwards retaken by 
the French squadron ; but was found so disabled, that 
they left her deserted, and she was next day burned by 
order of admiral Matthews. At night the action ceased; 
and the admiral found his own ship, so much damaged, 
that he moved his flag into another Captain Cornwall 
fell in the engagement, after havingexlubited a renuurk- 
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aiUeproof of courage and intrepidity; but the loss of men i744» 

was very inconsiderable. Next day the enemy appeared 

to leeward, and the admiral gave chase till night, when he 
brought to, that be might be joined by the ships astern. 
They were perceived again on the thirteenth at a consi- 
derable distance, and pursued till the evening. In the 
morning of the fourteenth, twenty sail of them were seen 
distinctly, and Lestock with his division had gained ground 
of them considerably by noon ; but admiral Matthews 
displayed the signal for leaving off chase, and bore away 
for Port Mahon, to repair the damage he had sustained. 
Meanwhile the combined squadrons continued their course 
toward the coast of Spain. M. de Court, with his divi- 
sion, anchored in the road of Alicant ; and Don Navarro 
sailed into the harbour of Carthagena. Admiral Mat- . 
thews, on his arrival at Minorca, accused Lestock of 
having misbehaved on the day of action; suspended him- 
from his office, and sent him prisoner to England, where, 
in his turn, he accused his accuser. Long before the en- 
gagement, these two officers had expressed the most viru- 
lent resentment against each other. Matthews was brave, 
op^n, and undisguised; but proud, imperious, and pre- 
cipitate* Lestock had signalised his courage on many 
occasions, and perfectly understood the whole discipline 
of the navy; but he was cool, cunning, and vindictive. 
He had been treated superciliously by Matthews, and in 
revenge took advantage of his errors and precipitation. 
To gratify this passion he betrayed the interest and glory 
of his country ; for it is not to be doubted but that he 
might have come up in time to engage ; and, in that case, 
liie fleets of France and Spain would in all likelihood have 
been destroyed: but he entrenched himself within the 
punctilios of discipline, and saw with pleasure his antagon- 
ist expose himself to the hazard of death, ruin, and dis- 
grace. Matthews himself, in the sequel, sacrificed his 
duty to his resentment, in restraining Lestock from pursu- 
ing and attacking the combined squadrons on the third 
day after the engagement, when they appeared disabled, 
and in manifest disorder, and would have fallen an easy 
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1744. prey, had they been vigorously attacked. One can hardlyi 

without indignation, reflect upon these instances, in which 

a community has so severely suffered from the personal 
animosity of individuals. The miscarriage off Toulon be- 
came the subject of a parliamentary inquiry in England. 
The commons in an address to the throne, desired that 
a oourt martial might be appointed to try the delinquents. 
By this time Lestock had accused Matthews, and all the 
captains of his division who misbehaved on the day of 
battle. The court martial was constituted, and proceeded 
to trial. Several commanders of ships were cashiered : 
vice-admiral Lestock was honourably acquitted ; and ad- 
miral Matthews rendered incapable of serving for the 
future in his majesty's navy. All the world knew that 
Lestock kept aloof, and that Matthews rushed into the 
hottest part of the engagement. Yet the former triumphed 
on his trial, and the latter narrowly escaped the sentence 
of death for cowardice and misconduct. Such decisions 
are not to be accounted for, except from prejudice and 
faction. 

IX. The war in Germany, which had been almost ex- 
tinguished in the last campaign, began to revive, and 
raged with redoubled violence. The emperor had to 
solicit the mediation of his Britannic majesty, for compro- 
mising the differences between him and the court of Vi-» 
enna. Prince William of Hesse Cassel had conferred 
with the king of England on this subject ; and a negotia- 
tion was begun at Hanau. The emperor offered to dis- 
miss the French auxiliaries, provided the Austrians would 
evacuate his hereditary dominions. Nay, prince William 
and lord Carteret, as plenipotentiaries, actually agreed to 
preliminaries, by which his imperial majesty engaged to 
renounce the alliance of France, and throw himself into 
the arms of the maritime powers; to resign all pretensions 
to the succession of the house of Austria ; and to revive 
the vote of Bohemia in the electoral college; on condition 
of his being re-established in the possession of his domi- 
nions, recognised as emperor by the queen of Hungary, 
and accommodated with a monthly subsidy for his main- 
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tenance, as bis own territories were exhausted and impo- 1744. 
rerished by the war. By a separate article, the king of 
Ghreat Britain promised to furnish him with three hundred 
thousand crowns, and to interpose his good offices with 
the queen of Hungary, that his electoral dominions should 
be favourably treated. These preUminaries, though set- 
tied, were not signed. The court of Vienna was unwilling 
to part with their conquests in Bavaria and the Upper 
Palatinate. The queen trusted too much to the valour 
of her troops, and the wealth of her allies, to listen to 
such terms of accommodation ; and whatever arguments 
were used with the king of Great Britain, certain it is 
the negotiation was dropped, on pretence that the articles 
were disapproved by the ministry of England. The em- 
peror, environed with distress, renewed his application to 
the king of Great Britain ; and even declared that he 
would refer his cause to the determination of the maritime 
powers : but all his advances were discountenanced ; and 
the treaty of Worms dispelled all hope of accommodation. 
In this manner did the British ministry reject the fairest 
opportunity that could possibly occur of terminating the 
war in Germany with honour and advantage, and of free- 
ing their country from that insufferable burthen of expense 
under which she groaned. 

X. The inflexibility of the house of Austria and its 
chief ally, proved serviceable to the emperor. The for- 
lorn situation of this unfortunate prince excited the com- 
passion of divers princes: they resented the insolence 
with which the head of the empire had been treated by 
the court of Vienna ; and they were alarmed at the in- 
creasing power of a family noted for pride, tyranny, and 
ambition. These considerations gave rise to the treaty of 
Frankfort, concluded in May between the emperor, the 
king of Prussia, the king of Sweden as landgrave of 
Hesse Cassel, and the elector Palatine. They engaged 
to preserve the constitution of the empire, according to 
the treaty of Westphalia, and to support the emperor in 
his rank and dignity. They agreed to employ their good 
oflkes with the queen of Hungary, that she might be in- 
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1744. duced to acknowledge the emperor, to restore his here* 
ditary dominions, and give up the archives of the empire 
that were in her possession. They guaranteed to each 
other their respective territories : the disputes about the 
succesnon of the late emperor they referred to the de- 
cision of the states of the empire : they promised to assist 
one another in case of being attacked; and they invited 
the king of Poland, the elector of Cologne, and the bishop 
of Liege, to accede to this treaty. Such was the con- 
federacy that broke all the measures which had been 
concerted between the king of Great Britain and her 
Hungarian majesty, for the operations of the campaign. 
In the mean time the French king declared war against 
this princess, on pretence that she was obstinately deaf 
to all terms of acLmmodation. and detennbed to carry 
the war into the territories of France. In her counter- 
declaration she taxed Lewis with having infringed the 
most solemn engagement, with respect to the pragmatic 
sanction ; with having spirited up different pretenders, to 
lay claim to the succession of the late emperor; with 
having endeavoured to instigate the common enemy of 
Christendom against her ; and with having acted the in- 
.cendiary in the north of Europe, that the czarina might 
be prevented from assisting the house of Austria, while 
his numerous armies overspread the empire and desolated 
her hereditary countries. These recriminations were lite- 
rally true. The houses of Bourbon and Austria have, 
for many centuries, been the common disturbers and 
plagues of Europe. 

XI. The king of France, though in himself pacific and 
unenterprising, was stimulated by his ministry to taste 
the glory of conquest in the Netherlands, where he had 
assembled an army of one hundred and twenty thousand 
men, provided with a very formidable train of artillery. 
The chief command was vested in the mareschal count de 
Saxe, who possessed great military talents, and proved to 
be one of the most fortunate generals of the age in which 
he lived. The allied forces, consisting of Englisht Hano- 
• verians, Dutch, and Austrians, to the number of seventy 
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thousand effective men, were in the month of May assem- 1744. 
Ued in the neighbourhood of Brussels, from whence they ' 
marched towards Oudenarde, and posted themselves be- 
lund the Scheldt, being unable to retard the progress of 
the enemy. The French monarch, attended by his fa- 
vourite ladies, with all the pomp of eastern luxury^ arrived 
at Lisle on the twelfth day of the same month ; and in the 
adjacent plain reviewed his army. The states-general, 
alarmed at his preparations, had, in a conference with his , 
ambassador at the Hague, expressed their apprehensions, 
and entreated his most christian majesty would desist from 
his design of attacking their barrier. Their remonstrances 
having proved ineffectual, they now sent a minbter to 
wait upon that monarch, to enforce their former repre- 
sentations, and repeat their entreaties: but no regard 
was paid to his request. The French king told him, he 
was determined to prosecute the war with vigour, as his 
moderation hitherto had served to no other purpose but 
that of rendering his enemies more intractable. Accord- 
ingly, his troops invested Menin, which was in seven days 
surrendered upon capitulation. Ypres, fort Knocke, and 
Fumes, underwent the same fate; and on the twenty- 
ninth day of June the king of France entered Dunkirk 
in triumph. 

XU. He had taken such precautions for the defence of 
Alsace, which was guarded by considerable armies under 
the command of Coigny and Seckendorf, that he thought 
be had nothing to fear from the Austrians in that quar- 
ter: besides, he had received secret assurances that the 
king of Prussia would declare for the emperor; so that he 
resolved to pursue his conquests in the Netherlands. But 
all his measures were defeated by the activity of prince 
Charles of Lorraine and his oiBcers, who found means to 
pass the Rhine, and oblige the French and Bavarian 
generals to retire to Lampertheim, that they might cover 
Strasburgh. The Austrians made themselves masters of 
Haguenau and Saverne ; they secured the passes of Lor- 
raine ; and laid all the country of Lower Alsace under 
contribution. The king of France was no sooner apprised 
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1744. of the prince's having passed the Rhine, and penetrated 
""" into this province, than he sent off a detachment of thirty 
thousand men from his army in Flanders to reinforce that 
tinder the mareschal de Coigny ; and he himself began 
his journey from the Rhine, that he might in person 
check the progress of the enemy : but this design was 
anticipated by a severe distemper that overtook him at 
Mentz in Lorraine. The physicians despaired of his life» 
The queen, with her children, and all the princes of the 
blood, hastened from Versailles to pay their last duties to 
their dying sovereign, who, as a true penitent, dismissed 
his concubines, and began to prepare himself for death : 
yet the strength of his constitution triumphed over the 
fever, and his recovery was celebrated all over his domir 
nions with uncommon marks of joy and affection. 

XIII. In the mean time the schemes of the Austrian 
general were frustrated by the king of Prussia, who, in 
the month of August, entered the electorate of Saxony; 
ol the head of a numerous army. There he declaredi ill 
A public manifesto, that his aims were only to re-estabUsh 
the peace of the empire, and to support the dignity of its 
head. He assured the inhabitants that they might de« 
pend upon his protection, in case they should remain 
quiet ; but threatened them with fire and swofd should 
they presume to oppose his arms. In a rescript, addressed 
to his ministers at foreign courts, he accused the queen 
of Hungary of obstinacy, in refusing to acknowledge the 
emperor, and restore his hereditary dominions : he said, 
. he had engaged in the league of Frankfort, to hinder the 
head of the empire from being oppressed : that he had no 
intention to violate the peace of Breslau, or enter as a 
principal into this war: he affirmed, that hb design was 
to act as auxiliary to the emperor, and establish the quiet 
of Germany. He penetrated into Bohemia and under- 
took the siege of Prague, the governor of which surren* 
dered himself and his garrison prisoners of war on the 
sixteenth day of September. He afterwards reduced Ta* 
bor, Bodweis, and Teyn, and, in a word, subdued the 
greatest part of the kingdom ; the Austrian forces in thai 
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country being in no condition to stop his progress. Never- 1744. 

theless, he was soon obliged to relinquish his conquests. 

Prince Charles of Lorraine was recalled from Alsace, and 
repassed the Rhine in the face of the French army» com- 
manded by the mareschals de Coigny, Noailles, and Bel- 
leisle. Then he marched to the Danube, laid the Upper 
Palatinate under contribution, and entering Bohemia, 
joined the troops under Bathiani at Merotitz. The king 
of Poland, elector of Saxony, at this juncture declared in 
favour of her Hungarian majesty. A convention for tlie 
mutual guarantee of their dominions had been signed be- 
tween those two powers in December; and now prince 
Charles of Lorraine was reinforced by twenty thousand 
Saxon troops, under the conduct of the duke of Saxe- 
Wessenfels. The combined army was superior to that of 
his Prussian majesty, whom they resolved to engage. 
But lie retired before them, and having evacuated all 
the places he had garrisoned in Bohemia, retreated with 
precipitation into Silesia. There his troops were put into 
winter quarters; and he himself returned to Berlin, ex- 
tremely mortified at the issue of the campaign. 

XIV. During these transactions, count Seckendorf 
marched into Bavaria, at the head of a strong army, 
drove the Austrians out of that electorate, and the empe- 
ror regained possession of Munich, his capital, on the 
twenty-second day of October. In August, the French 
army passed the Rhine at fort Lewis, and invested the 
strong and important city of Fribourg, defended by gene- 
ral Demnitz, at the head of nine thousand veterans. The 
king of France arrived in the^'^amp on the eleventh day 
of October ; and the siege was carried on with uncommon 
vigour. The Austrian governor made incredible efforts 
in the defence of the place, which he maintained until it 
was reduced to a heap of ruins, and one half of the gar- 
rison destroyed. At length, however, they were obliged 
to surrender themselves prisoners of war, after the trenches 
bad been open five and forty days, during which they had 
killed above fifteen thousand of the besiegers. With this 
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1744. canqiiest the French king closed the campaign, and hit 
" army was cantoned along the Rhine, under the inspection 
of the count de Maillebois. By the detachments drawn 
Arom the French army in Fkmders, count Saxe had found 
himself considerably weaker than the confederates: he 
threw up strong entrenchments behind the Lys, where 
he remained on the defensive, until he was reinforced by 
the count de Clermonti who conunanded a separate body 
<m the side of Newport. The allies, to the number of 
^venty thousand, passed the Scheldt, and advanced to- 
wards Helchin : but the enemy being so advantageously 
posted, that they could not attack him with any prosped 
of advantage, they filed on in sight of Toumay ; and on 
the eighth day of August encamped in the plains of Lisle^ 
in hope of drawing count Saxe from the situation in which 
he was so strongly fortified. Here they foraged for seve- 
ral days, and laid the open country under contribution: 
however, they made no attempt on the place itself, which 
in all probability would have fallen into their hands, had 
they invested it at their first approach; for then there 
was no other garrison but two or three battaHons of mi- 
litia ; but count Saxe soon threw in a considerable rein- 
forcement. The allies were unprovided with a train of 
lettering cannon; and their commanders would not de- 
viate from the usual form of war. Besides, they were 
divided in their opinions, and despised one another. 
General Wade, who commanded the Englbh and Ha- 
noverians, was a vain, weak man, without confidence, 
-weight, or authority ; and the Austrian general, the duke 
d'Aremberg, was a proud, rapacious glutton, devoid of 
talents and sentiment. After having remained for some 
time in sight of Lisle, and made a general forage without 
molestation, they retired to their former camp on the 
Scheldt, from whence they soon marched into winter 
quarters. Count Saxe at length quitted his lines ; and, 
by way of retaUation, sent out detachments to ravage the 
Xiow Countries to the very gates of Ghent and Bruges. 
The conduct of the allied generals was severely censured 
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in England, and ridiculed in France, not only in private ^'^^ 
conversation, but also on their public theatres, where it 
became the subject of farces and pantomimes. 

XV. The caippaign in Italy produced divers vicisn- 
tudes of fortune. *The king of Naples having assembled 
an army, joihed count Gages, and published a manifesto 
in vindication of his conduct, which was a direct violation 
of the neutrality he had promised to observe. He main* 
tained, that his moderation had been undervalued by the 
courts of London and Vienna: that his frontiers were 
threatened with the calamities of war ; and that the queen 
of Hungary made no secret of her intention to invade his 
dominions. This charge was not without foundation. 
The emissaries of the house of Austria endeavoured to 
excite a rebellion in Naples, which prince Lobkowitz had 
orders to favour by an invasion. This general was en* 
camped at Monte Rotundo, in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, when, in the month of June, the confederates ad- 
vanced to Velletri. While the two armies remained in 
sight of each other, prince Lobkowitz detached a strong 
body of forces, under count Soro and general Gorani, 
who made an irruption into the province of Abruzzo, 
and took the city of Aquilla, where they distributed a 
manifesto, in which the queen of Hungary exhorted the 
Neapolitans to shake off the Spanish yoke, and submit 
again to the house of Austria. This step, however, pro- 
duced little or no effect; and the Austrian detachment 
retired at the approach of the duke of Vieuville with a 
superior number of forces. In August, count Brown, at 
the head of an Austrian detachment, surprised Velletri in 
the night ; and the king of the two Sicilies, with the duke 
of Modena, were in the utmost danger of being taken. 
They escaped by a postern with great difficulty, and re* . 
pw'ed to the quarters of count Gages, who performed 
the part of a great general on this occasion. He rallied 
the fugitives, dispelled the panic and confusion which had 
begun to prevail in his camp, and made a disposition for 
cutting off the retreat of the Austrians. Count Brown, 
Ending himself in danger of being surrounded, thought 



124 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1744. tered the place with six hundred firesh men. This inci^ 

dent was no sooner known, than the princes abandoned 

their enterprise ; and leaving their sick and wounded to 
the mercy of the Piedmontese, marched back to Demont, 
Having dismantled the fortifications of this place, they 
retreated with great precipitation to Dauphin6, and were 
dreadfully harassed by the Vaudois and light troops in 
the service of his Sardinian majesty, who now again saw 
himself in possession of Piedmont* The French troops 
were quartered in Dauphin6 ; but Don Philip still main* 
iained his footing in Savoy, the inhabitants of which he 
fleeced without mercy. 

XVII. After the action at Toulon, nothing of conse* 
quence was achieved by the British squadron in the Me- 
diterranean; and indeed the naval power of Great Bri* 
tain was, during the summer, quite inactive. In the month 
of June, commodore Anson returned from his voyage of 
three years and nine months, in which he had surrounded 
the terraqueous globe. We have formerly observed, that 
he sailed with a small squadron to the South sea, in order 
to annoy the Spanish, settlements of Chili and Peru. Two 
of his large ships having been separated from him in a 
storm before he weathered cape Horn, had put in at Bio 
de Janeiro, on the coast of Brazil, from whence they re- 
turned to Europe. A frigate, commanded by captain 
Cheap, was shipwrecked on a desolate island in the South 
sea. Mr. Anson having undergone a dreadful tempest* 
which dispersed his fleet, arrived at the island of Juan 
Fernandez, where he was joined by the Gloucester, a ship 
of the- line, a sloop, and a pink loaded with provisions. 
These were the remains of his squadron. He made prize 
of several vessels ; took and burned the little town of 
Pay ta ; set sail from the coast of Mexico, for the Philip- 
pine isles ; and in this passage the Gloucester was aban* 
doned and sunk : the other vessels had been destroyed for 
want of men to navigate them ; so that nothing now re- 
mained but the commodore's own ship, the Centurion, and 
that but very indifferently manned ; for the crews bad been 
horribly thinned by sickness. Incredible were the hard? 
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ships and misery they sustained, from the shattered condi* IH$* 
tion of the ships and the scorbutic disorder^ when they ' 
reaehed the plentiful island of Tinian, where they were 
supplied with the necessary refreshments. Thence they 
prosecuted their voyage to the river of Canton in China, 
where the commodore ordered the ship to be sheathed, 
and found means to procure a reinforcement of sailors* 
The chief object of his attention was the rich annual ship 
that sails between Acapulco in M exico» and Manilla, one 
of the Philippine islands. In hopes of intercepting her, 
he set sail from Canton, and steered his course back to 
the straits of Manilla, where she actually fell into hia 
hands, after a short but vigorous engagement. The prize 
was called Neustra Signora de Cabodonga, mounted with 
forty guns, manned with six hundred sailors, and loaded 
with treasure and effects to the value of three hundred 
and thirteen thousand pounds sterling. With this wind-^ 
fail he returned to Canton, from whence he proceeded to 
the cape of Good Hope, and prosecuted his voyage to 
England, where he arrived in safety. Though this fortu- 
nate commander enriched himself by an occurrence that 
may be termed almost accidental, the British nation was 
not indemnified for the expense of the expedition ; and 
the original design was entirely defeated. Had the Ma- 
nilla ship escaped the vigilance of the English commodore, 
he might have been, at his return to England, laid aside 
as a superannuated captain, and died in obscurity: but his 
great wealth invested him with considerable influence, and 
added lustre to his talents. He soon became the oracle 
which was consulted in all naval deUberations ; and the 
king raised him to the dignity of a peerage. In July, sir 
John Balchen, an admiral of approved valour and great 
experience, sailed from Spithead with a strong squadron, 
in quest of an opportunity to attack the French fleet at 
Bvest, under the command of M. de Rochambault. In 
the bay of Biscay he was overtaken by a violent storm, that 
dispersed the ships, and drove them up the English Chan- 
nel. Admiral Stewart, with the greater part of them, ar- 
rived at Plymouth ; but sir John Balchen^s own ship, the 
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1746. diMmtsed, the sestion was closed in the beginning of Majr; 

""""""^ and, immediately after the prorogation, the king set out 
for Hanovet; The death of the emperor Charles the se- 
Tenth, which happened in the month of January, had en- 
tirely changed the face of affairs in the empire, and all the 
princes of Germany were in commotion* The grand duke 
of Tuscany, consort to her Hungarian majesty, was imme- 
diately declared a candidate for the imperial crown ; while 
his pretensions were warmly opposed by the French king 
and his allies. The court of Vienna, taking advantage of 
the late emperor's death, sent an army to invade Bavaria 
in the month of March,, under the conduct of general 
Bathiani, who routed the French and Palatine troops at 
Psiffisnhoven, took possession of Rain, surrounded and 
disarmed six thousand Hessians in the neighbourhood of 
Ingoldstadt, and drove the Bavarian forces out of the 
electorate. The yoimg elector was obliged to abandon 
his capital, and retire to Augsburgh, where he found him<^ 
self in danger of losing all his dominions. In this emer- 
gency, he yielded to the earnest soUcitations of the empress 
his mother, enforced by the advice of his uncle, the elector 
of Cologne, and of his general, count Seckendorf, who 
exhorted him to be reconciled to the court of Vienna. A 
negotiation was immediately begun at Fuessen, where, in 
April, the treaty was concluded. The queen consented to 
recognise the imperial dignity, as having been vested in 
the person of his father; to acknowledge his mother as 
empress dowager ; to restore his dominions, with all the 
fortresses, artillery, stores, and ammunition which she 
had taken : on the other hand, he renounced all claim to 
the succession of her &ther, and became guarantee of the 
pragmatic sanction : he acknowledged the validity of the 
electoral vote of Bohemia in the person of the queen; and 
engaged to give his voice for the grand duke, at the ensu- 
ing election of a king of the Romans. Until that should 
be determined, both parties agreed that Ingoldstadt 
should be garrisoned by neutral troops ; and that Brau- 
nau and Scardingen, with all the country lying between 
the Inn and the Saltaca^ should remain iu the queen's pos* 
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sesnoiiy though without prejudice to the civil goTemmenti 1745* 
or the elector's revenue. In the mean time he dismissed - 

the auxiliaries that were in his pay, and the]^ were per- 
mitted to retire without molestation. 

XX. The court of Vienna had now secured the votes 
of all the electors, except those of Brandenburgh and the 
Palatinate. Nevertheless, France assembled a powerful 
army in the neighbourhood of Frankfort, in order to in- 
fluence the election. But the Austrian army, commanded 
by the grand duke in person, marched thither from the 
Danube; and the prince of Conti was obliged to repass 
the Rhine at NordUngen. Then the great duke repaired 
to Frankfort, where, on the second day of September, he 
was by a majority of voices declared king of the Romans, 
and emperor of Germany. Meanwhile the king of Prussia 
had made great progress in the conquest of Silesia. The 
campaign began in January, when the Hungarian insur- 
gents were obliged to retire into Moravia. In the follow- 
ing month, the Prussian general Lehwald defeated a body 
of twelve thousand Austrians, commanded by general 
Helsrich ; the town of Ratibor was taken by assault ; and 
the king entered Silesia in May, at the head of seventy 
thousand men. Prince Charles of Lorraine, being joined 
by the duke of Saxe Wessenfels and twenty thousand 
Saxons, penetrated into Silesia by the defiles of Landshut, 
and were attacked by his Prussian majesty in the plains 
of Striegan, near Friedberg. The battle was maintained 
from morning till noon, when the Saxons giving way, 
prince Charles was obliged to retire with the loss of twelve 
thousand men, and a great number of colours, standards, 
and artillery. This victory, obtained on the fourth day of 
June, complete as it was, did not prove decisive ; for 
though the victor transferred the seat of the war into Bo- 
hemia, and maintained his army by raising contributions 
in that country, the Austrians resolved to hazard another 
engagement. Their aim was to surprise him in his camp 
at Sohr, which they attacked on the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber, at daybreak ; but they met with such a warm recep- 
tion, that notwithstanding their repeated efforts during the 
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1746. Bpaoe of four hourti they were repulsed with eonsiderabk 
" damagey and retreated to Jaromire, leaving five thousand 
kiHed upott the spot, besides two thousand that were 
taken, with many standards, and twenty pieces of cannon. 
The loss of this battle was in a great measure owing to 
the avarice of the irregulars, whoj having penetrated into 
the Prussian camp, began to pillage with great eagerness, 
giving the king an opportunity to rally his disordered 
troops, and restore the battle : nevertheless, they retired 
with the plunder of hit baggage, including hb military 
chest, the officers of his chancery, his own secretary, and 
all the papers of his cabinet. 

XXI. After thb action, his Prussian majesty returned 
to Berlin, and breathed nothing but peace and moderar 
tion. In August he had signed a convention with the 
king of Great Britain, who became guarantee of his pos* 
sessions in Silesia, as yielded by the treaty of Breslau; 
and he promised to vote for the grand duke of Tuscany 
at the election of an emperor. This was intended as the 
basis of a more general accommodation. But he now pre« 
tended to have received undoubted intelligence, that the 
king of Poland and the queen of Hungary had agreed to 
hivade Brandenburgh with three different armies; and 
that, for this purpose, his Polish majesty had demanded 
of the czarina the succours stipulated by treaty between 
the two crowns. Alarmed, or seemingly alarmed, at this 
information, he solicited the maritime powers to fulfil their 
engagements, and interpose their good offices with the 
court of Petersburgh. Yet, far from waiting for the 
result of these remonstrances, he made a sudd^i irrupticm 
into Lusatia, took possession of Gorlitz, and obliged prince 
Charles of Lorraine to retire before him into Bohemia. 
Then he entered Leipsiok, and laid Saxony under oontri- 
bution. The king of Poland, unable to resist the torrent. 



quitted 4iis capital, and took refuge in Prague. His troops, 
reinforced by a body of Austrians, were defeated at Pima 
on the fifteenth day of December ; and his Prussian ma- 
jesty became master of Dresden without further opposi- 
tion. The king of Poland, thus deprived of his hereditary 
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doiQJnions, waa fain to acquiesce in such terms aa the coor I74ik 
qoeror thought proper to impose; and the treaty of 
Oresdefi waa concluded under the mediation of hi/s Bri- 
faunic majesty. By this convention the king of Prussia 
retained all the contributions he had levied in Saxony; 
and was entitled to a million of German crowns, to be paid 
hy his Polish mi^sty at the next fair of Leipsick. He 
and the elector Palatine consented to acknowledge the 
grand duke as emperor of Germany ; and this last con- 
Armed to his Prussian majesty certain privileges de nan 
evacando, which had been granted by the late emperor 
with regard to some territories possessed by the king of 
Prussia, though not belonging to the electorate of Bran- 
denburgh% Immediately after the ratification of thii treaty, 
the Prussian troops evacuated Saxony ; and the peace of 
Germany was restored. 

XXU. Though the French king could not prevent the 
elevation of the grand duke to the imperial throne, he re- 
solved to humble the house of Austria, by making a c^mr 
quest of the Netherlands. A prodigious army was there 
assembled, under the auspices of marescbal count de Saxe ; 
and his most christian majesty, with the dauphin, arriving 
in the camp, they invested the strong town of Tournay 
oil the thirtieth day of April. The Dutch garrison con- 
sisted of eight thousand men, commanded by the old baron 
Perth, who made a vigorous defence. The duke of Cum- 
berland assumed the chief command of the allied army as- 
sembled at Soignies : he was assisted with the advice of 
the count Konigseg, an Austrian general, and the prince 
pf Waldeckj commander of the Dutch forces. Their army 
was greatly inferior in number to that of the enemy ; ne- 
Tertheless they resolved to march to the reUef of Tournay. 
They accordingly advanced to Leuse ; and on the twenty- 
eighth day of April took post at Maulbre, in sight of the 
French army, which was encamped on an eminence, from 
the village of Antoine to a large wood beyond Vezon, 
having Fontenoy in their front* Next day was employed 
by the allies in driving the enemy from some outposts, and 
clearing the defiles through wluch they were obliged to 
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1745. advance to the attack; while the French completed their 
batteries, and made the most formidable preparations for 
their reception. On the thirtieth day of April, the duke 
of Cumberland, having made the proper dispositions, 
began his march to the enemy at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing: a brisk cannonade ensued; and about nine both 
armies were engaged. The British infantry drove the 
French beyond their lines ; but the left wing failing in the 
attack on the village of Fontenoy, and the cavalry forbear- 
ing to advance on the flanks, they measured back their 
ground with some disorder, from the prodigious fire of the 
French batteries. They rallied, however, and returning to 
the charge with redoubled ardour, repulsed the enemy to 
their camp with great slaughter ; but, being wholly un- 
supported by the other wing, and exposed both in front 
and flank to a dreadful fire, which did great execution, 
the duke was obliged to make the necessary depositions 
for a retreat about three o'clock in the afternoon; and 
this was effected in tolerable order. The battle was 
fought with great obstinacy, and the carnage on both 
sides was very considerable. The allies lost about twelve 
thousand men, including a good number of officers ; among 
these were lieutenant-general Campbell, and major-general 
Ponsonby. The victory cost the French almost an equal 
number of lives ; and no honour was lost by the vanquished. 
Had the allies given battle on the preceding day, before 
the enemy had taken their measures, and received all their 
reinforcements, they might have succeeded in their endea- 
vours to relieve Tournay. Although the attack was ge- 
nerally judged rash and precipitate, the British and Hano- 
verian troops fought with such intrepidity and persever- 
ance, that, if they had been properly sustained by the 
Dutch forces, and their flanks covered by the cavalry, the 
French in all likelihood would have been obliged to aban- 
don their enterprise. The duke of Cumberland left his 
sick and wounded to the humanity of the victors ; and re- 
tiring to Aeth, encamped in an advantageous situation at 
Lessines. The garrison of Tournay, though now de« 
privedof all hope of succour, maintained the place to the 
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twenty-first day of June, when the governor obtained an 1745. 
honourable capitulation. After the conquest of this fron- 
tier^ which was dismantled, the duke of Cumberland, ap- 
prehending the enemy had a design upon Ghent, sent a 
detachment of four thousand men to reinforce the garrison 
of that city : but they fell into an ambuscade at Pas-du- ^ 
m61e; and were killed or taken, except a few dragoong 
that escaped to Ostend: on that very night, which was 
the twelfth of June, Ghent was surprised by a detach* 
ment of the French army. Then they invested Ostend, 
which, though defended by an English garrison, and open 
to the sea, was, after a short siege, surrendered by capitu- 
lation on the fourteenth day of August. Dendermonde, 
Oudenarde, Newport, and Aeth, underwent the same 
fate; while the allied army lay entrenched beyond the 
canal of Antwerp. The French king having subdued the 
greatest part of the Austrian Netherlands, returned to 
Paris, which he entered in triumph. 

XXIII. The campaign in Italy was unpropitious to the 
queen of Hungary and the king of Sardinia. Count 
Gages passed the Apennines, and entered the state of 
Lucca ; from thenCe he proceeded by the eastern coast of 
Genoa to Lestride-Levante* The junction of the two 
armies was thus accomplished, and reinforced with ten 
thousand Genoese: meanwhile prince Lobkowitz de- 
camped from Modena and took post at Parma; but he 
was soon succeeded by count Schuylemberg, and sent to 
command the Austrians in Bohemia. The Spaniards en- 
tered the Milanese without further opposition. Count 
Gages, with thirty thousand men, took possession of Ser- 
ravalle; and advancing towards Placentia, obliged the 
Austrians to retire under the cannon of Tortona: but 
when Don Philip, at the head of forty thousand troops, 
made himself master of Acqui, the king of Sardinia and 
the Austrian general, unable to stem the torrent, retreated 
behind the Tanaro. The strong citadel of Tortona was 
taken by the Spaniards, who likewise reduced Parma and 
Placentia ; and forcing the passage of the Tanaro, com- 
pelled his Sardinian majesty to take shelter on the other 
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174A. tide of ihe Po. Tben Pcria wm won by scidadLe ; and 

the city of Milan lubmitted to the infasnt, tiiongii the 

Austrian garrison still maintained the citadel; all Pied- 
mont on both sides lof the Po, as far as Turin, was re- 
dttced, and even that capital tkreaitaied with a si^^e; so 
that by the month of October the territories belonging to 
the house of Austria in Italy were wholly snbdued, and 
the king of Sardinia stripped of all his doraimons : yet he 
continued firm and true to bis engageosents, and deaf to 
all proposals of a separate accommodation. 

XXIV. The naval transactions of Great Britain were 
in the course of this year remaricably spmted. In the 
Mediterranean, admiral Rowley had svcceeded Matthews 
in the command ; Savona, Genoa, Final, St. Remo, with 
Bastia, the capital of Corsica, were bombarded ; several 
Spanish ships were taken ; bnt he could not prevent the 
safe arrival of their rich Havannah squadron at Corunna. 
Commodore Barnet, in the East Indies, made prize of 
several French ships, richly laden; and commodore Towns- 
bend, in the latitode of Martinico, took about thirty mer- 
chant ships belonging to the enemy, under convoy of four 
ships of war, two of which were destroyed. The English 
privateers likewise met with uncommon success. But the 
most important achievement was the conquest of Louis- 
bourg on the isle of Cape Breton, in North America; a 
place of great consequence, which the French had forti- 
fied at a prodigious expense. The scheme of ledudng 
this fortress was planned in Boston, recommended by their 
general assembly, and approved by his majesty, who sent 
instructions to commodore Warren, stationed off the Lee- 
ward islands, to sail for the northern parts of America, 
and co-operate with the forces of New England in thb 
expedition. A body of six thousand men was formed 
under the conduct of Mr. Pepperel, a trader of Piscata- 
quay, whose influence was extensive in that country ; though 
he was a man of little or no education, and utterly unac- 
- quainted with military operations. In April Mr. Warren 
arrived at Canso with ten ships of war ; and the troops of 
New England being embarked in transports, sailed, has- 
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mediately for the isle of Cape Breton, where they landed l74tk 
witfaoot opposition. The enemy abandoned their grand 
battery, which was detached from the town ; and the im- 
mediate seizure of it contributed in a good measure to the 
success of the enterprise. While the American troopsi 
ranfbrced by eight hundred marines, carried on their ap- 
proaches by land, the squadron blocked up the place by 
sea in such a manner, that no succours could be intro- 
duced. A French ship of the line, with some smaller 
vessels destined for the relief of the garrison, were inter- 
cepted and taken by the British cruisers; and, indeed, the 
reduction of Louisbourg was chiefly owing to the vigilance 
and activity of Mr. Warren, one of the bravest and best 
officers in the service of England. The operations of the 
si^e were wholly conducted by the engineers and officers 
who commanded the British marines ; and the Americans^ 
being ignorant of war, were contented to act under their 
directions. The town being considerably damaged by the 
bombs and bullets of the besiegers, and the garrison de- 
spairing of relief, the governor capitulated on the seven- 
teenth day of June, when the city of Louisbourg, and the 
isle of Cape Breton, were surrendered to his Britannic 
majesty. The garrison and inhabitants engaged that they 
would not bear arms for twelve months against Great Bri- 
tain or her alHes ; and being embarked in fourteen cartel 
ships, were transported to Rocbefort. In a lew days 
after the surrender of LouiBbourg, two French East India 
ships, and another from Peru, laden with treasure, sailed 
into the harbour, on the supposition that it still belonged 
to France, and were taken by the English squadron. 

XXV. The news of this conquest being transmitted to 
England, Mr. Pepperel was preferred to the dignity of Ji 
baronet of Great Britain, and congratulatory addresses 
were presented to the king on the success of his migesty's 
arms. The possession of Cape Breton was, doubtless, a 
vahiable. acquisition to Great Britain. It not only dis- 
tressed the French in their fishery and navigation, but re- 
moved all fears of encroachment and rivalship from the 
Rfiglwh fishers on the banks of Newfoundland. It freed 
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1745. New England firom the terrors of a dangerous neighbour; 
OTerawed the Indians of that country; and secured the 
possession of Acadia to the crown of Great Britain. The 
plan of this conquest was originally laid by Mr. Auch- 
muty, judge-advocate of the court of admiralty in New 
England. He demonstrated, that the reduction of Cape 
Breton would put the English in sole possession of the 
fishery of North America, which would annually return to 
Great Britain two millions sterling for the manufactures 
yearly shipped to the plantations ; employ many thousand 
families that were otherwise unserviceable to the public; 
increase the shipping and mariners; extend navigation; 
cut off all communication between France and Canada by 
the river St. Laurence; so that Quebec would fall of 
course into the hands of the English, who might expel 
the French entirely from America, open a correspondence 
with the remote Indians, and render themselves masters 
of the profitable fur trade, which was now engrossed by 
the enemy. The natives of New England acquired great 
glory from the success of this enterprise. Britain, which 
had in some instances behaved like a stepmother to her 
own colonies, was now convinced of their importance ; and 
treated those as brethren whom she had too long con- 
sidered as aliens and rivals. Circumstanced as the nation 
is, the legislature cannot too tenderly cherish the interests 
of the British plantations in America. They are inhabited 
by a brave, hardy, industrious people, animated with an 
active spirit of commerce, inspired with a noble zeal for 
liberty and independence. The trade of Great Britain, 
clogged with heavy taxes and impositions, has for some 
time languished in many valuable branches. The French 
have undersold our cloths, and spoiled our markets in the 
Levant. Spain is no longer supplied as usual with the 
commodities of England: the exports to Germany must 
be considerably diminished by the misunderstanding be* 
tween Great Britain and the house of Austria ; conse- 
quently, her greatest resource must be in her communica- 
tion with her own colonies, which consume her manufac- 
tures, and make immense returns in sugar, rum, tobacco. 
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fishy timber, naval stores, iron, furs, drugs, rice, and 1745^ 

indigo. The southern plantations likewise produce silk ; — — 

and, with due encouragement, might furnish every thing 

that could be expected from the most fertile soil and the 

happiest climate. The continent of North America, if 

properly cultivated, will prove an inexhaustible fund of 

wealth and strength to Great Britain; and perhaps it 

may become the last asylum of British Uberty. When 

the nation is enslaved by domestic despotism or foreign 

dominion; when her substance is wasted, her spirit broke, 

and the laws and constitution of England are no more ; 

then those colonies, sent off by our fathers, may receive 

and entertain their sons as hapless exiles and ruined * 

refugees. 

XXVI. While the continent of Europe and the isles of 
America were thus exposed to the ravages of war, and 
subjected to such vicissitudes of fortune, Grreat Britain un- 
derwent a dangerous convulsion in her own bowels. The 
son of the chevalier de St. George, fired with ambition, 
and animated with the hope of ascending the throne of 
his ancestors, resolved to make an effort for that purpose, 
which, though it might not be crowned with success, 
should at least astonish all Christendom. The Jacobites 
in England and Scotland had promised, that if he would 
land in Britain at the head of a regular army, they would 
supply him with provisions, carriages, and horses, and a 
great number of them declared they would take up arms, 
and join his standard ; but they disapproved of his coming i 

over without forces, as a dangerous enterprise, that would 
in all probability end in the ruin of himself and all his ad* 
herents. This advice, including an exact detail of his 
father's interest^ with the dispositions of his particular 
friends in every town and country, was transmitted to 
London in January, in order to be forwarded to prince 
Charles: but the person with whom it was intrusted could 
find no safe means^ of conveyance ; so that he sent it back 
to Scotland, from whence it was despatched to France ; but 
before it reached Paris, Charles had left that kingdom. 
Had the paper come to his hands in due time, perhaps 
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1745. lie woidd not have embarked in the undertaking, though 
"— ~— "^ he was stimulated to the attempt by many concurring mo- 
tives. Certain it is, he was cajoled by the sanguine mis- 
representations of a few adventurers, who hoped to profit 
by the expedition. They assured him, that the wh(^ 
nation was disaffected to the reigning family; that the 
people could no longer bear the immense load of taxes, 
which was daily increasing ; and that the most consider- 
able persons of the kingdom would gladly seize the first 
opportunity of crowding to his standard. On the other 
hand, he knew the British government had taken some 
effectual steps to alienate the friends of his house firom 
the principles they had hitherto professed. Some of them 
had accepted posts and pensions ; others were preferred 
in the army ; and the partiament were so attached to the 
reigning family, that he had nothing to hope from their 
deliberations. He expected no material succour from the 
court of France : he foresaw that delay would diminish 
the number of his adherents in Great Britain; and, there- 
fore, resolved to seise the present occasion, which m 
many respects was propitious to his design. Without 
doubt, had he been properly supported, he could not 
have found a more favourable opportunity of exciting an 
intestine commotion in Great Britain : for Scotland was 
quite unfurnished with troops ; king George was in Grer- 
many ; the duke of Cumberland, at the head of the Brit- 
ish army, was employed in Flanders ; and a great part of 
y the highlanders were keen for insurrection. Their na- 

tural principles were on this occasion stimulated by the 
suggestions of revenge. At the beginning of the war a 
regiment of those people had been formed, and trans- 
ported with the rest of the British troops to Flanders. 
Before they were embarked, a number of them deserted 
with their arms, on pretence that they had been decoyed 
into the service, by promises and assurances that they 
should never be sent abroad ; and this was really the case. 
They were overtaken by a body of horse, persuaded to 
submit, brought back to London pinioned like male&c- 
lors, aad tried for deserti<»i. Three were shot to death 
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sii iefTorem^* and tke Mrt were sent in exile to the phmta*- it45. 
tkms. Those who suffered were persons of some conse* 
quence in their own country ; and their fate was deeftly 
resented by iht elans to which they belonged. It was 
considered as a national outrftge; and the higfalanders, 
wfco are naturaHy vindictive^ wnlted impatiently for an op^ 
portunity of vengeanoe. 

XXVII. The young protetider being furnished with 
a sum of money and a supply of arms, on his private 
credit, witWut tiie knowledge of the French court, wrote 
fetters to his friends in Scotland, e}q)laining his design 
and situattion, intisnating the place where he intended to 
land, communicating a private signal, and assuring them 
lie should be wit^ them by the middle of June. These 
precautions being taken, lie embariced on board of a smaH 
frigate at port St. Nasaire, accompanied by the marquis 
of TuHibardine, sir Thomas Sheridim, sir John Macdo^ 
jiald, with a few other Irish and Scottish adventurers ; 
and setting sail on the fourteenth of July was joined off 
Belleisle by the Elizabeth, a French ship of war, mounted 
with sixty-six guns, as his convoy^. Their design was to 
Bail round Ireland, and land in the western part of Scot- 
land ; but falling in with the liion, an English ship of die 
line, a very obstinate and bloody action ensued. The 
Elizabeth was so disabled that she coald not prosecute 
the voyage, and with difficulty reached Aie harbour of 
Brest; but the Lion was shattered to such a degree, that 
ahe floated like a wreck upon the water. The disaster o€ 
Ae Elizabeth was a greaft misfortune to the adventurer; 
as by her being disabled he lost a great quantity of arms, 
and about one hundred able officers, who were embarked 
on board of her for the benefit of his expedition. Had 
this ship arrived in Scotland, she could easily have re^ 
duced Fort William, situate in the midst of the clans 
attached to the Stuart family. Such a conquest, by giv- 
ing lustre to the prince's arms, would have allured many 

' Tbe Elizabeth, a kiag'f ship, wis procnred ai a convoy, bv tho interest of 
Mr. Walsh, an Irish merchant at Nantes ; and on board of her fifty French 
jMmof irentiemen embarked at yohinteers. 
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1745. to his standard, who were indifferent in point of principle; 
and encouraged a great number of highlanders to join 
bim, who were restricted by the apprehension, that their 
wives and families would be subject to insults from the 
English garrison of this fortress. Prince Charles, in the 
frigate, continued bis course to the western isles of Scot- 
land. After a voyage of eighteen days, ',he landed on a 
little island between Barra and South Inst, two of the 
Hebrides; then he re-embarked, and in a few days arrived 
at Borodale in Amsacy, on the confines of Lochnannach, 
where he was in a little time joined by a considerable 
number of hardy mountaineers, under their respective 
chiefs or leaders. On the nineteenth day of August, the 
marquis of Tuilibardine erected the pretender's standard 
at Glensinnan. Some of those, however, on whom Charles 
principally depended, now stood aloof, either fluctuating 
in their principles, astonished at the boldness of the un- 
dertaking, or startled at the remonstrances of their friends, 
who did not fail to represent, in aggravated colours, all 
the dangers of embarking in such a desperate enterprise. 
Had the government acted with proper vigour when they 
received intelligence of his arrival, the adventurer must 
have been crushed in embryo, before any considerable 
number of his adherents could have been brought toge- 
ther: but the lords of the regency seemed to slight the 
information, and even to suspect the integrity of those 
by whom it was conveyed. They were soon convinced of 
their mistake. Prince Charles having assembled about 
twelve hundred men, encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Fort William; and immediately hostilities were com- 
menced. A handful of Keppoch's clan, commanded by 
major Donald Macdonald, even before they joined the 
pretender, attacked two companies of new-raised soldiers, 
who, with their officer, were disarmed after an obstinate 
dispute : another captain of the king's forces, falling into 
their hands, was courteously dismissed with one of the 
pretender's manifestoes, and a passport for his personal 
safety. The administration was now effectually alarmed. 
The lords of the regency issued a proclamation^ offering 
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a reward of thirty thousand pounds to any person who 1745. 
should apprehend the prince adventurer* The same 
price was set upon the head of the elector of Hanover, in 
a proclamation published by the pretender. A courier 
was despatched to Holland, to hasten the return of his 
majesty, who arrived in England about thq latter end of 
August. A requisition was made of six thousand Dutch 
auxiliaries; and several British regiments were recalled 
from the Netherlands. A loyal address was presented to 
the king by the city of London ; and the merchants of 
this metropolis resolved to raise two regiments at their 
own expense. Orders were issued to keep the trained 
bands in readiness ; to array the militia of Westminster ; 
and instructions to the same efiect were sent to all the 
lords lieutenants of the counties throughout the kingdom. 
The principal noblemen of the nation made a tender of 
their services to their sovereign ; and some of them re- 
ceived commissions to levy regiments towards the sup- 
pression of the rebellion. Bodies of volunteers were in- 
corporated in London and maiiy other places; associar 
tions were formed ; large contributions raised in different 
towns, counties, and communities ; and a great number of 
eminent merchants in London agreed to support the pub- 
lic credit, by receiving, as usual, bank notes in payment 
for the purposes of tra£Sc. The protestant clergy of all 
denominations exerted themselves with extraordinary ar- 
dour, in preaching against the religion of Rome and the 
pretender ; and the friends of the government were en- 
couraged, animated, and confirmed in their principles, by 
several spiritual productions published for the occasion. 

XXVIII. In a word, the bulk of the nation seemed 
unanimously bent upon opposing the enterprise of the 
pretender, who, nevertheless, had already made surpris- 
ing progress. His arrival in Scotland was no sooner con- 
firmed, than sir John Cope, who commanded the troops 
in that kingdom, assembled what force he could bring to- 
gether, and advanced against the rebels. Understanding, 
however, that they had taken possession of a strong pass, 
he changed his route, and proceeded northwards as far 
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IT46. M Inf € r neii , leavlag the capital and the southern parta 
' of North Britain whoUy exposed to the incursions of the 

esemy. The higfabnders forthwith narohed to Perth, 
where the chevalier de St. George was proclaimed king of 
Great Britain, and the pubUc money seised for his use : 
the same steps were taken at Dundee and other places. 
Prince Charles was joined by the nobleman who assumed 
the title of duke of Perth^ the viscount StrathaUan, lord 
Nairn, lord George Murray, and many persons of distinc- 
tion, with their followers. The marquis of Tullibardine, 
who had accompanied liim from France, took possession 
of Athole, as heir of blood to the titles and estates which 
bis younger brother enjoyed in consequepce of his attain- 
der ; and met with some success in arming the tenants for 
the support of that cause which he avowed. The rebel 
army being considerably augmented, though very ill pro- 
vided with arms, crossed the Forth hi the neighbourhood 
of Stirling, and advanced towards Edinburgh, where they 
were joined by lord Eleho, son of the earl of Wemys, and 
other persons of some distinction. On the sixteenth day 
of September Charles summoned the town to surrender. 
The inhabitants were divided by faction, and distracted 
by fear ; the place was not in a posture of defence, and 
the magistrates would not expose the people to the un- 
certain issue of an assault. Several deputations were sent 
from the town to the pretender, in order to negotiate 
terms of capitulation. In the mean time, one of the gates 
being opened for the admission of a coach, Cameron of 
liochiel, one of the most powerful of the highland chiefsi 
rushed into the place with a party of his men, and secured 
* it without opposition. Next morning the whole rebel 
army entered, and their prince took possession of the 
royal palace of Holyrood-house in the suburbs. Then he 
caused his father to be proclaimed at the market cross : 
there also the manifesto was read, in which the chevalier 
de St. George declared his son Charles regent of his do- 
minions, promised to dissolve the union, and redress the 
grievances of Scotland. His being in possession of the 
capital encouraged his followers, and added reputation to 
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his amis: but the treasure belonging to the two banks of 174& 
that kingdom had been previously conveyed into the 
castle, a strong fortress, with a good garrison, under the 
command of general Guest, an old officer of experience 
and capacity. 

XXIX. During these transactions, sir John Cop^ 
marched back from Inverness to Aberdeen, where he 
embarked with his troops, and on the seventeenth day of 
September Unded at Dunbar, about twenty miles to the 
eastward of Edinburgh. Here he was joined by two 
regiments of dragoons, which had retired with precipita* 
tion from the capital at the approach of the highland 
army. With this reinforcement, his troops amounted to 
near three thousand men; and he began his march to 
Edinburgh, in order to give battle to the enemy. On the 
twentieth day of the month, he encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Preston-pans, having the village of Tranent 
in his front, and the sea in his rear. Early next morning 
he was attacked by the young pretender, at the head of 
about two thousand four hundred bighlanders half armed, 
who charged him sword in hand with such impetuosity, 
that in less than ten minutes after the battle began, the 
king's troops were broken and totally routed. The dra- 
goons fled in the utmost confusion at the first onset ; the 
general officers, having made some unsuccessful efforts to 
rally them, thought proper to consult their own safety by 
an expeditious retreat towards Coldstream on the Tweed. 
All the infantry were either killed or taken; and the 
colours, artillery, tents, baggage, and miUtary chest, fell 
into the hands of the victor, who returned in triumph to 
Edinburgh. Never was victory more complete, or ob<* 
tained at a smaller expense ; for not above fifty of the 
rebels lost their lives in the engagement. Five hundred 
of the king's troops were killed on the field of battle ; and 
among these colonel Gardiner, a gallant officer, who dis- 
dained to save his life at the expense of his honour. 
When abandoned by his own regiment of dragoons, be 
afighted from his horse, joined the infantry, and fought 
on foot, until he fell covered with wounds, in sight of his 
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174& o¥m threshold. Prince Charles bore his good fortune 
with moderation. He prohibited all rejoicings for the 
victory he had obtained : the wounded soldiers were 
treated with humanity ; and the officers were sent into 
Fife and Angus^ where they were left at liberty on their 
paroIe» which the greater part of them shamefully broke 
in the sequel. From this victory the pretender reaped 
manifold and important advantages. His followers were 
armed, his party encouraged, and his enemies intimidated. 
He was supplied with a train of field artillery and a con- 
siderable sum of money, and saw himself possessed of all 
Scotland, except the fortresses, the reduction of which he 
could not pretend to undertake without proper imple- 
ments and engineers. After the battle, he was joined by 
a small detachment from the highlands ; and some chiefs, 
who had hitherto been on the reserve, began to exert 
their influence in his favour. But he was not yet in a 
condition to take advantage of that consternation which 
his late success had difiused through the kingdom of 
England. 

XXX. Charles continued to reside in the palace of 
Holyrood-house*; and took measures for cutting off the 
communication between the castle and the city. General 
Guest declared, that he would demolish the city, unless 
the blockade should be raised, so as that provision might 
be carried into the casde. After having waited the return 
of an express which he had found means to despatch to 
court, he began to put his threats into execution, by firing 
upon the town. Some houses were beaten down, and 
several persons killed even at the market-cross. The 
citizens, alarmed at this disaster, sent a deputation to the 
prince, entreating him to raise the blockade'; and he com- 
plied with their request. He levied a regiment in Edin- 

* While he resided at Edinburgh, some of the presbyterian clergy continued 
to preach in the churches of that city, and publicly prayed for king George, 
witnout suffering the least punishment or molestation. One minister in par- 
ticular, of the name of Mac Vicar, being solicited by some highlanders to pray 
for their prince, promised to comply witn their request, and performed his pro- 
mise in words to this effect : " And as for the young prince, who is come hither 
in quest of an earthly crown, grant, O Lord, that he may speedily receive a 
crown of glory/* 
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bnrgh and the neighbourhood. He imposed taxes; seized 1745. 
the merchandise that was deposited in the king*s ware- 
houses at Leith and other places; and compelled the 
city of Glasgow to accommodate him with a large sum, to 
be repaid when the peace of the kingdom should be re- 
established. The number of his followers daily increased : 
and he received considerable supplies of money, artillery, 
and ammunition, by single ships that arrived from France, 
where his interest seemed to rise in proportion to the suc- 
CCM of his arms. The greater and richer part of Scotland 
was averse to his family and pretensions ; but the people 
were unarmed and undisciplined, consequently passive 
under his dominion. By this time, however, the prince 
pretender was joined by the earl of Kilmarnock, the lords 
Elchq, Balmerino, Ogilvie, Pitsligo; and the eldest son 
of lord Lovat had begun to assemble his father's clan, in> 
order to reinforce the victor, whose army lay encamped at 
Duddingston, in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. Kil- 
marnock and Balmerino were men of broken and desperate 
fortune: Elcho and Ogilvie were sons to the earls of 
Wemys and Airly; so that their influence was far from 
being extensive. Pitsligo was a nobleman of very amiable 
character, as well as of great personal interest : and great 
dependence was placed upon the power and attachment 
of lord Lovat, who had entered into private engagements 
with the chevalier de St. George, though he still wore the 
mask of loyalty to the government, and disavowed the 
conduct of his son when he declared for the pretender. 
This old nobleman is the same Simon Eraser whom we 
have had occasion to mention as a partisan and emissary 
of the court of St. Germains, in the year one' thousand 
seven hundred and three. He had renounced his con- 
nexions with that family, and, in the rebellion immediately 
after the accession of king George the first approved him- 
self a warm friend to the protestant succession. Since 
that period he had been induced, by disgust and ambition, 
to change his principles again, and was, in secret, an en- 
thusiast in jacobitism. He had greatly augmented his 
estate, and obtained a considerable interest in the high- 
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1746. lands, where, however, he was rather dreaded than he» 
' loved. He was bold, enterprising, vain, arbitrary, rapa* 
cious, cruel, and deceitful : but his character was chiefly 
marked by a species of low cunning and dissimulation, 
which, however, overshot his purpose, and contributed to 
his own ruin. While Charles resided at Edinburgh, the 
marquis de Guilles arrived at Montrose, as envoy from 
the French king, with several oflScers, some cannon, and 
a considerable quantity of small arms for the use of that 
adventurer ^ 

XXXI. While the young pretender endeavoured to 
improve the advantages he had gained, the ministry of 
Great Britain took every possible measure to retard his 
progress. Several powerful chiefs in the highlands were 
attached to the government, and exerted themselves in its 
defence. The duke of Argyle began to arm his vassals ; 
but not before he had obtained the sanction of the legis- 
lature. Twelve hundred men were raised by the earl of 
Sutherland : the lord Kae brought a considerable number 
to the field: the Grants and Monroes appeared under 
their respective leaders for the service of his majesty : air 
Alexander Macdonald declared for king George ; and the 
laird of Macleod sent two thousand hardy islanders from 
Skie, to strengthen the same interest. These gentlemen^ 
though supposed to be otherwise affected, were governed 
and directed by the advice of Duncan Forbes, president 
of the college of justice at Edinburgh; a man of exten- 
sive knowledge, agreeable manners, and unblemished in- 
tegrity. He procured commissions for raising twenty 
independent companies, and some of these he bestowed 
upon individuals who were either attached by principle, 
or engaged by promise, to the pretender. He acted with 
indefatigable zeal for the interest of the reigning family ; 
and greatly injured an opulent fortune in their service. 
He confirmed several chiefs who began to waver in their 
principles : some he actually converted by the energy of 

^ He solicited, and is said to have obtained of the chevalier de St. George, 
the patent of a duke, and a coinmision for being lord lieutenant of all the high- 
lands. 
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his arguments, and brought over to the assistance of the 1745. 

government which they had determined to oppose ; others 

he persuaded to remain quiet, without taking any share in 
the present troubles. Certain it is, this gentleman, by his 
industry and address, prevented the insurrection of ten 
thousand highlanders, who would otherwise have joined 
the pretender; and, therefore, he may be said to have 
been one great cause of that adventurer's miscarriage. 
The earl of Loudon repaired to Inverness, where he com- 
pleted his regiment of highlanders ; directed the conduct* 
of the clans who had taken arms in behalf of his majesty ; 
and, by his vigilance, overawed the disaffected chieftains 
of that country who had not yet openly engaged in the ^ 
rebellion. Immediately after the defeat of Cope, six 
thousand Dutch troops* arrived in England, and three 
battalions of guards, with seven regiments of infantry, 
were recalled from Flanders, for the defence of the king-* 
dom. They forthwith began their march to the north, 
under the command of general Wade, who received 
orders to assemble an army, which proceeded to New- 
castle. The parliament meeting on the sixteenth day of 
October, his majesty gave them to understand that an un- 
natural rebellion had broke out in Scodand, towards the 
suppression of which he craved their advice and assist- 
ance. He found both houses cordial in their addresses, 
and Bcalous in their attachment to his person and govern- 
ment. The commons forthwith suspended the habeas 
corpus act; and several persons were apprehended on 
suspicion of treasonable practices. Immediately after the 
session was opened, the duke of Cumberland arrived from 
the Netherlands, and was followed by another detach- 
ment of dragoons and infantry. The train bands of Lon- 
don were reviewed by his majesty : the county regiments 
were completed ; the volunteers in different parts of the 
kingdom employed themselves industriously in the exer- 

f They were composed of the forces who had been in garrison at Toumay 
and Dendennonde when those places were taken, and engagtd by capitulation, 
that thev should not perform any military function before the first day of Janu- 
ary in tne year 1747 ; so they could not have acted in England without the in- 
fruBgtmeiu of a solemn treaty. 

l2 
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1745. cise of arms ; and the whole English nation seemed to 
rise up as one man against thb formidable invader. The 
government being apprehensive of a descent from France, 
appointed admiral Vernon to command a squadron in the 
Downs, to observe the motions of the enemy by sea, espe- 
cially in the harbours of Dunkirk and Boulogne ; and his 
cruisers took several ships laden with soldiers, officers, 
and ammunition, destined for the service of the pre- 
tender in Scotland. 

XXXII. This enterprising youth, having collected 
about five thousand men, resolved to make an irruption 
into England, which he accordingly entered by the west 
* border on the sixth day of November. Carlisle was in- 
vested, and in less than three days surrendered : the keys 
were delivered to him at Brampton, by the mayor and 
aldermen on their knees. Here he found a considerable 
quantity of arms : his father was proclumed king of Great 
Britain, and himself regent, by the magistrates in their 
formalities. General Wade being apprised of his pro- 
gress, decamped from Newcastle, and advanced across 
the country as far as Hexham, though the fields were 
covered with snow, and the roads almost impassable. 
There he received intelligence that Carlisle was reduced, 
and forthwith returned to his former station. In the 
mean time, orders were issued for assembling another 
army in Staffordshire, under the command of sir John 
Ligonier. Prince Charles, notwithstanding this formi- 
dable opposition, determined to proceed. He had re- 
ceived assurances from France, that a considerable body 
of troops would be landed on the southern coast of Bri- 
tain, to make a diversion in his favour; and he never 
doubted but that he should be joined by all the English 
malcontents, as soon as he could penetrate into the heart 
of the kingdom. Leaving a small garrison in the castle 
of Carlisle, he advanced to Penrith, marching on foot in 
the highland garb, at the head of his forces ; and conti- 
nued his route through Lancaster and Preston to Man- 
chester, where, on tht twenty-ninth day of the month, he 
established his head quarters. There he was joined by. 
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about two hundred Englishmen, who were formed into a 1745. 
regiment, under the command of colonel Townley. The ^ 

inhabitants seemed to receive him with marks of affection; 
and his arrival was celebrated by illuminations, and othet 
public rejoicings. His supposed intention was to prose^ 
cute his march by the way of Chester into Wale», 
where he hoped to find a great number of adherents : 
but all the bridges over the river Mersey being broken 
down, he chose the route to Stockport, and forded the 
river at the head of his division, though the water rose to 
bis middle. He passed through Macclesfield and Congle- 
ton; and on the fourth day of December entered the 
town of Derby, in which his army was quartered, and his 
father proclaimed with great formality. He had now ad- 
vanced within one hundred miles of the capital, which was 
fifled with terror and confusion. Wade lingered in York- 
shire; the duke of Cumberland had assumed the com- 
mand of the other army assembled in the neighbourhood 
of Lichfield. He had marched from Stafford to Stone ; 
so that the rebels, in turning off from Ashbome to Derby; 
had gained a march between him and London. Had 
Charles proceeded in his career with that expedition 
which he had hitherto used, he might have made himself 
master of the metropolis, where he would have been cer- 
tainly joined by a considerable number of his well-wishers, 
who waited impatiently for his approach : yet this exploit 
could not have been achieved without hazarding an en- 
gagement, and running the risk of being enclosed within 
three armies, each greatly superior to his own in number 
and artillery. Orders were given for forming a camp on 
Finchley common, where the king resolved to take the 
field in person, accompanied by the earl of Stair, field- 
mareschal and commander in chief of the forces in South 
Britain. Some Romish priests were apprehended : ^riie 
militia of London and Middlesex were kept in readiness 
to march : double watches were posted at the city gates, 
and signals of alarm appointed. The volunteers of the 
city were incorporated into a regiment : the practitioners 
of the law, headed by the judges, weavers of Spitalfields, 
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1745. the garrison of the place, crossed the rivers Elden and 
Solway into Scotland, having thus accomplished one of 
the most surprising retreats that ever was performed. But 
the most remarkable circumstance of this expedition, was 
the moderation and regularity with which those ferocious 
people conducted themselves in a country abounding with 
plunder. No violence was offered; no outrage com- 
mitted ; and they were effectually rcf^trained from the ex- 
ercise of rapine. Notwithstanding the excessive cold, the 
hunger, and fatigue to which they must have been exposed, 
they left behind no sick, and lost a very few stragglers ; 
but retired with deliberation, and carried off their cannon 
in the face of their enemy. The duke of Cumberland in- 
vested Carlisle with his whole army on the twenty-first day 
of December ; and on the thirtieth the garrison surrendered, 
on a sort of capitulation made with the duke of Richmond. 
The prisoners, amounting to about four hundred, were 
imprisoned in different gaols in England, and the duke 
returned to London. 

XXXIV. The pretender proceeded by the way of 
Dumfries to Glasgow, from which last city he elacted 
severe contributions, on account of its attachment to the 
government, for whose service it had raised a regiment of 
nine hundred men under the command of the earl of 
Home. Having continued several days at Glasgow, he 
advanced towards Stirling, and was joined by some forces 
which had been assembled in his absence by lords Lewis 
Gordon and John Drummond, brothers to the dukes of 
Gordon and Perth. This last nobleman had arrived from 
France in November, with a small reinforcement of French 
and Irish, and a commission as general of these auxiliaries. 
He fixed his head quarters at Perth, where he was rein- 
forced by the earl of Cromartie, and other clans, to the 
number of two thousand, and he was accommodated with a 
small train of artillery. They had found means to sur- 
prise a sloop of war at Montrose, with the guns of which 
they fortified that harbour. They had received a consi- 
derable sum of money from Spain. They took possession 
of Dundee, Dumblaine, Downcastle, and laid Fife under 
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contribution. The earl of Loudon remained at Inverness, 1746. 
with about two thousand highlanders in the service of his 
majesty. He conveyed provbions to Fort Augustus and 
Fort William : he secured the person of lord Lovat, who 
still temporised, and at length this cunning veteran accom- 
pUshed his escape. The laird of Macleod, and Mr. 
Monro of Culcairn, being detached from Inverness to- 
wards Aberdeenshire, were surprised and routed by lord 
Lewis Gordon at Inverury; and that interest seemed to 
preponderate in the north of Scotland. Prince Charles 
being joined by lord John Drummond, invested the castle 
of Stirling, in which general Blakeney commanded ; but 
his people were so little used to enterprises of this kind, 
that they made very little progress in their operations. 
- XXXV. By this time a considerable body of forces 
were assembled at Edinburgh, under the conduct of 
general Hawley, who determined to relieve Stirling castle, 
and advanced to Linlithgow on the thirteenth day of 
January : next day his whole army rendezvoused at Fal- 
kirk, while the rebels were cantoned about Bannockbum. 
On the seventeenth day of the month, they began their 
march in4wo columns to attack the king's forces, and had 
forded the water of Carron, within three miles of Hawley's 
camp, before he discovered their intention. Such was his 
obstinacy, self-conceit, or contempt of the enemy, that he 
alighted the repeated intelligence he had received of 
their motions and design, firmly believing they durst not 
hazard an engagement. At length, perceiving they had 
occupied the rising ground to the southward of Falkirk, 
he ordered his cavalry to advance, and drive them from 
the eminence; while his infantry formed, and were drawn 
up in order of battle. The highlanders kept up their 
fire, and took aim so well, that the assailants were broke 
by the first volley : they retreated with precipitation, and 
fell in amongst the infantry, which were likewise discom- 
posed by the wind and rain beating with great violence in 
their faces, wetting their powder, and disturbing their 
eyesight. Some of the dragoons rallied, and advanced 
again to the charge, with part of the infantry which had 
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1746. XXXVII. While he remained in this place, refreshing 
his troops and preparing magasines, a party of the rebels 
surprised a detachment of Kingston's horsey and about 
seventy Argyleshire highlanders, at Keith, who were 
either killed or taken. Several advanced parties of that 
militia met with the same fate in different places. Lord 
George Murray invested the castle of Blair, which was 
defended by sir Andrew Agnew, until a body of Hessians 
marched to its relief, and obliged the rebels to retire. 
The prince pretender ordered all his forces to assemble; 
in order to begin their march for Aberdeen, to attack the 
duke of Cumberland ; but, in consequence of a remon- 
strance from the clans, who declined leaving their families 
at the mercy of the king's garrison in Fort William, he 
resolved previously to reduce that fortress, the siege of 
which was undertaken by brigadier Stapleton, an engineer 
in the French service : but the place was so vigorously 
maintained by captain Scott, that in the beginning of April 
they thought proper to relinquish the enterprise. Tbie 
earl of Loudon had retired into Sutherland, and taken 
post at Dornoch, where his quarters were beat up by a 
strong detachment of the rebeb, commanded by the duke 
of Perth : a major and sixty men were taken prisoners ; 
and the earl was obliged to take shelter in the isle of 
Skie. These little checks were counterbalanced by some 
advantages which his majesty's arms obtained. The sloop 
of war which the rebels had surprised at Montrose was 
retaken in Sutherland, with a considerable sum of money, 
and a great quantity of arms on board, which she had 
brought from France for the use of the pretender. In 
the same county the earl of Cromartie fell into an ambus- 
cade, and was taken by the militia of Sutherland, who 
likewise defeated a body of the rebels at Goldspie. This 
action happened on the very day which has been rendered 
famous by the victory obtained at CuUoden. 
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' N the beginning of April, the duke 
i of Cutnberhuid began his march from ~ 
I Aberdeen, and on the twelfth passed 
\x the deep and rapid river Spey, with- 
f out opposition from the rebels, though 
a detachment of them appeared on 
the opposite side. Why they did not 
dispute the passage is not easy to be conceived; but, in- 
cleed, from this instance of neglect, and their subsequent 
conduct, we may conclude they were under a total infatu- 
ation. His royal highness proceeded to Nairn, where he 
received intelligence, that the enemy bad advanced from 
Inverness to CuUoden, about the distance of nine miles 
from the royal army, with intention to give him battle. 
The design of Charles was to march in the night from 
Culloden, and surprise the duke's army at daybreak : for 
this purpose the English camp bad been reconnoitred; 
and on the night of the fifteenth the highland army began 
to march in two columns. Their design was to surround 
the enemy, and attack them at once on all quarters; but 
the length of the columJis embarrassed the march, so that 
the army was obliged to make many halts : the men had 
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1746L been under miwb during the whole preceding night, were 
^ faint with hunger and fatigue, and many of them over- 
powered with sleep. Some were unable to proceed ; 
others dropped off unperceived in the dark; and the 
march was retarded in such a manner, that it would have 
been impossible to reach the duke's camp before sun-rise. 
The design being thus frustrated, the prince pretender 
was with great reluctance prevailed upon by his genera] 
officers to measure back his way to Culloden ; at which 
place he had no sooner arrived, than great numbers of his 
followers dispersed in quest of provision; and many, over- 
come with weariness and sleep, threw themselves down on 
the heath, and along the park walls. Their repose, how- 
ever, was soon interrupted in a very disagreeable manner. 
Their prince, receiving intelligence that his enemies were 
in full march to attack him, resolved to hazard an engage- 
ment, and ordered his troops to be formed for that pur- 
pose. On the sixteenth day of April, the duke of Cum- 
berland having made the proper dispositions, decamped 
from Nairn early in the morning, and after a march of 
nine miles perceived the highlanders drawn up in order 
of battle, to the number of four thousand men, in thirteen 
divisions, supplied with some pieces of artillery. The 
royal army, which was much more numerous, the duke 
immediately formed into three lines, disposed in excellent 
order; and about one o'clock in the afternoon the cannon* 
ading began. The artillery of the rebeb was ill served, 
and did very little execution ; but that of the king's troops 
made dreadful havoc among the enemy. Impatient of this 
ire, their front line advanced to the attack, and about five 
hundred of the clans charged the duke's left wiilg with 
their usual impetuosity. One regiment was disordered by 
the weight of this column ; but two battalions advancing 
from the second line, sustained the first, and soon put a 
stop to their career, by a severe fire, that killed a great 
number. At the same time, the dragoons under Hawley, 
and the Argyleshire militia, pulled down a park wall that 
covered their right flank, and the cavalry falling in among 
the rebels sword in handy completed their confusion. The 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 159 

French picquets on their left covered the retreat of the 174^. 
highlanders by a close and regular fire ; and then retired " 
to Inverness, where they surrendered themselves prisoners 
of war. An entire body of the rebels marched off the 
field in order, with their pipes playing, and the pre- 
tender*s standard displayed; the rest were routed with 
great slaughter; and their prince was with reluctance 
prevailed upon to retire. In less than thirty minutes they 
were totally defeated, and the field covered with the slain. 
The road, as far as Inverness, was strewed with dead 
bodies ; and a great number of people, who, firom motives 
of curiosity, had come to see the battle, were sacrificed to 
the undistinguishing vengeance of the victors. Twelve 
hundred rebels were slain or wounded on the field, and 
in the pursuit. The earl of Kilmarnock was taken ; and 
in a few days lord Balmerino surrendered to a country 
gentleman, at whose house he presented himself for this 
purpose. The glory of the victory was sullied by the 
barbarity of the soldiers. They had been provoked by 
their former disgraces to the most savage thirst of re* 
venge. Not contented with the blood which was so pro- 
fusely shed in the heat of action, they traversed the field 
after the battle, and massacred those miserable wretches 
who lay maimed and expiring : nay, some officers acted a 
part in this cruel scene of assassination, the triumph of 
•low illiberal minds uninspired by sentiment, untinctured 
by humanity. The vanquished adventurer rode off the 
field, accompanied by the duke of Perth, lord Elcho, and 
a few horsemen; he crossed the water of Nairn, and re- 
tired to the house of a gentleman in Struttharick, where 
he conferred witUold lord Lovat; then he dismissed his 
followers, and wandered about, a wretched and soUtary 
fugitive, among the isles and mountains for the space of 
five months, during which he underwent such a series of 
dangers, hardships, and misery, as no other person ever 
outlived. Thus, in one short hour all his hope vanished, 
and the rebellion was entirely extinguished. One would 
almost imagine, the conductors of this desperate enterprise 
had conspired their own destruction, as they certainly 
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1746. neglected every step that might have contributed to their 
aafety or success. They might have opposed the duke of 
Cumberland at the passage of the Spey ; they might, by 
proper conduct, have afterwards attacked his camp in the 
nighty with a good prospect of success. As they were 
greatly inferior to him in numberi and weakened with 
hunger and fatigue, they might have retired to the hills 
and fastnesses, where they would have found plenty of 
live cattle for provision, recruited their regiments, and 
been joined by a strong reinforcement, which was actually 
in full march to their assistance. But they were detracted 
by dissensions and jealousies ; they obeyed the dictates of 
despair, and wilfully devoted themselves to ruin and death. 
When the news of the battle arrived in England, the na- 
tion was transported with joy, and extolled the duke of 
Cumberland as a hero and deliverer. Both houses of 
parliament congratulated his majesty on the auspicious' 
event. They decreed, in the most solemn manner, their 
public thanks to his royal highness, which were trans- 
mitted to him by the speakers ; and the commons, by bill, 
added five and twenty thousand pounds per annum to his 
former revenue. 

II. Immediately after the decisive action at Culloden, 
the duke took possession of Inverness, where six and thirty 
deserters, convicted by a court martial, were ordered to be 
executed: then he detached several parties to ravage the* 
country. One of these apprehended the lady Mackintosh, 
who was sent prisoner to Inverness. They did not plunder 
her house, but drove away he> cattle, though her husband 
was actually in the service of government. The castle of 
lord Lovat was destroyed. The Frei^h prisoners were 
sent to Carlisle and Penrith: Kilmarnock, Balmerino, 
Cromartie, and his son the lord Macleod, were conveyed 
by sea to London ; and those of an inferior rank were 
confined in different prisons. The marquis of Tulli- 
bardine, together with a brother of the earl of Dunmore, 
were seized and transported to the Tower of London, to 
which the earl of Traquaire had been committed on sus- 
picion : in a few months after the battle of Culloden, Mur- 
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ray> the pretender's secretary, was apprehended ; and the 1746. 
eldest son of lord Lovat, havuig surrendered himself, was 
imprisoned in the castle of Edinburgh. In a word, all 
the gaols of Great Britain, from the capital northwards, 
were filled with those unfortunate captives ; and great 
numbers of them were crowded together in the holds of 
ships, where they perished in the most deplorable manner, 
for want of necessaries, air, and exercise. Some rebel 
chiefs escaped in two French frigates, which had arrived 
on the coast of Lochaber about the end of April, and en- 
gaged three vessels belonging to his Britannic majesty, 
which they obliged to retire. Others embarked on board 
of a ship on the coast of Buchan ; and were conveyed to 
Norway, from thence they travelled to Sweden. In the 
month of May, the duke of Cumberland advanced with 
the army into the highlands, as far as Fort Augustus, 
where he encamped ; and sent off detachments on all 
hands, to hunt down the fugitives, and lay waste the 
country with fire and sword. The castles of Glengary 
and Lochiel were plundered and burned : every house, 
hut, or habitation, met with the same fate, without dis- 
tinction : all the cattle and provision were carried off: the 
men were either shot upon the mountains like wild beasts, 
or put' to death in cold blood, without form of trial : the 
women, after having seen their husbands and fathers mur- 
dered, were subjected to brutal violation, and then turned 
out naked, with their children, to starve on the barren 
heaths. One whole family was enclosed in a barn, and 
consumed to ashes. Those ministers of vengeance were 
so alert in the execution of their office, that in a few days 
there was neither house, cottage, man, nor beast, to be 
seen in the compass of fifty miles : all was ruin, silence, 
and desolation. 

III. The humane reader cannot reflect upon such a 
scene without grief and horror: what, then, must have 
been the sensation of the fugitive prince, when he beheld 
these spectacles of woe, the dismal fruit of his ambition ? 
He was now surrounded by armed troops, that chased 
him from hill to dalcj from rock to cavern, and from shore 
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174& to shore. Sometimes be lurked in caves and cottages, 
without attendants, or any other support but that which 
the poorest peasant could supply. Sometimes he was 
rowed in fisher- boats from isle to isle among the Hebrides, 
and often in sight of his pursuers. For some days he ap- 
peared in woman's attire, and even passed through the 
midst of his enemies unknown. But, understanding his 
disguise was discovered, he assumed the habit of a travel* 
ling mountaineer, and wandered about among the woods 
and heaths, with a matted beard and squalid looks, ex- 
posed to hunger, thirst, and weariness, and in continual 
danger of being apprehended. He was obliged to trust 
bis life to the fidelity of above fifty individuals, and many 
of these were in the lowest paths of fortune. They knew 
that a price of thirty thousand pounds was set upon his 
head ; and that, by betraying him, they should enjoy 
wealth and affluence: but they detested the thought of 
obtaining riches on such infamous terms, and ministered 
to his necessities with the utmost zeal and fidelity, even at 
the hazard of their own destruction. In the course of 
these peregrinations, he was more than once hemmed in 
by his pursuers, in such a manner as seemed to preclude 
all possibility of escaping : yet he was never abandoned 
by his hope and recollection : he still found some expedi- 
ent that saved him from captivity and death ; and through 
the whole course of his distresses maintained the most 
amazing equanimity and good humour. At length a pri- 
vateer of St. Malo, hired by the young Sheridan and some 
other Irish adherents, arrived in Lochnannach ; and on 
the twentieth day of September this unfortunate prince 
embarked in the habit which he wore for disguise. His 
eye was hollow, his visage wan, and his constitution greatly 
impaired by famine and fatigue. He was accompanied by 
Cameron of Lochiel, and his brother, with a few other 
e3ules. They set sail for France; and after having passed 
unseen, by means of a thick fog, through a British squad- 
ron commanded by admiral Lestock, and been chased by 
two English ships of war, arrived in safety at Roseau, 
near Morlaix, in Bretagne. Perhaps he would have found 
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it still more difficult to escape, had not the vigilance and 174a. 
eagerness of the government been relaxed, in consequence 
of a report that he had already fallen among some persons 
that were slain by a voUey from one of the duke's detach<- 
ments* 

IV. Having thus explained the rise, progress, and ex- 
tinction of the rebeUion, it will be necessary to take a re- 
trospective view of the proceedings in parliament. The 
necessary steps being taken for quieting the intestine com- 
motions of the kingdom, the two houses began to convert 
their attention to the affairs of the continent. On the 
fourteenth day of January the king repaired to the house 
of peers, and in a speech from the throne gave his parlia^- 
ment to understand, that the states-general had made 
pressing instances for his assistance in tlie present con- 
juncture, when they were in such danger of being op- 
pressed by the power of France in the Netherlands ; that 
he had promised to co-operate with them towards opposing 
the further progress of their enemies, and even concerted 
measures for that purpose. He declared it was with re- 
gret that he asked any further aids of his people : he ex- 
horted them to watch over the public credit, and expressed 
his entire dependence on their zeal and unanimity. He 
was favoured with loyal addresses, couched in the warm- 
est terms of duty and affection : but the supplies were re«- 
tarded by new convulsions in the ministry. The earl of 
Granville had made an effort to retrieve his influence in 
the cabinet, and his sovereign favoured his pretensions. 
The two brothers, who knew his aspiring genius, and 
dreaded his superior talents, refused to admit such a coU 
league into the administration : they even resolved to 
strengthen their party, by introducing fresh auxiliaries 
into the office of state. Some of these were personally 
disagreeable to his majesty, who accordingly rejected the 
suit by which they were recommended. The duke of 
Newcastle and his brother, with all their adherents, im- 
mediately resigned their employments. The earl of Gran- 
ville was appointed secretary of state, and resumed the 
reins of administration: but finding himself unequal to the 
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1746. accumulated opposition that preponderated against him; 
foreseeing that he should not be able to secure the sup- 
plies in parliament; and dreading the consequences of 
that confusion which his restoration had already produced, 
he in three days voluntarily quitted the helm ; and his ma- 
jesty acquiesced in the measures proposed by the opposite 
party. The seals were redelivered to the duke of New- 
castle and the earl of Harrington : Mr. Pelham, and all 
the rest who had resigned, were reinstated in their re- 
spective employments ; and offices were conferred on se- 
veral individuals who had never before been in the service 
of the government. William Pitt, esquire, was appointed 
vice treasurer of Ireland, and soon promoted to the place 
of paymaster-general of the forces ; at the same time the 
king declared him a privy counsellor. This gentleman 
had been originally designed for the army, in which he 
actually bore a commission ; but fate reserved him a more 
important station. In point of fortune, he was barely qua- 
lified to be elected member of parliament, when he ob- 
tained a seat in the house of commons, where he soon out- 
shone all his compatriots. He displayed a surprising 
extent and precision of political knowledge, an irresistible 
energy of argument, and such power of elocution, as struck 
bis hearers with astonishment and admiration. It flashed 
like the lightning of heaven against the ministers and sons 
of corruption, blasting where it smote, and withering the 
nerves of opposition : but his more substantial praise was 
founded upon his disinterested integrity, his incorruptible 
heart, his unconquerable spirit of independence, and his 
invariable attachment to the interest and liberty of his 
country. 

V. The quiet of the ministry being re-established, the 
house of commons provided for forty thousand seamen, 
nearly the same number of land forces, besides fifteen 
regiments raised by the nobility on account of the rebel- 
lion, and about twelve thousand marines. They settled 
funds for the maintenance of the Dutch and Hessian 
troops that were in England, as well as for the subsidy to 
the landgrave. They granted three hundred thousand 
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pounds to the king of Sardinia ; four hundred thousand 1746. 
pounds to the queen of Hungary; three hundred and ten 
thousand pounds to defray the expense of eighteen thou- 
sand Hanoverians ; about three and thirty thousand 
pounds in subsidies to the electors of Mentz and Cologne; 
and five hundred thousand pounds in a vote of credit and 
confidence to his majesty. The whole charge of the cur- 
rent year amounted to seven millions two hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds, which was raised by the land and 
malt taxes, annuities on the additional duties imposed on 
glass and spirituous liquors, a lottery, a deduction from 
the sinking fund, and exchequer bills, chargeable on the 
first aids that should be granted in the next session of 
parliament. 

VI. The rebellion being quelled, the legislature re- 
solved to make examples of those who had been concerned 
in disturbing the peace of their country. In June, an act 
of attainder was passed against the principal persons who 
had embarked in that desperate undertaking ; and courts 
were opened in different parts of England for the trial of 
the prisoners. Seventeen persons who had borne arms in 
the rebel army were executed at Kennington common, in 
the neighbourhood of London, and suffered with great 
constancy under the dreadful tortures which their sen- 
tence prescribed : nine were put to death in the same man- 
ner at Carlisle, six at Brumpton, seven at Penrith, eleven 
at York : of these a considerable number were gentlemen, 
and had acted as officers ; about fifty had been executed 
as deserters in different parts of Scotland ; eighty-one suf- 
fered the pains of the law as traitors. A few obtained 
pardons, and a considerable number were transported to 
the plantations. Bills of indictment for high treason were 
found by the county of Surrey against the earls of Kilmar- 
nock and Cromartie, and lord Balmerino. These noble- 
men were tried by their peers in Westminster hall, the 
lord chancellor presiding as lord high steward for the oc- 
casion. The two earls confessed their crimes, and in pa- 
thetic speeches recommended themselves to his majesty *s 
mercy. Lord Balmerino pleaded not guilty : he denied. 
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1746. prince of Orange as their stadtholder ; and even mingled 

menaces with their demands. The opposite faction 

dreaded alike the power of a stadtholder, the neighbour- 
hood of a French army, and the seditious disposition of 
the populace. An ambassador was sent to London with 
representations of the imminent dangers which threatened 
the republic; and he was ordered to solicit in the most 
pressing terms the assistance of his Britannic majestyi 
that the allies might have a superiority in the Nether- 
lands by the beginning of the campaign. The king was 
very well disposed to comply with their request ; but the 
rebellion in his kingdom, and the dissensions in his cabi- 
net, had retarded the supplies, and embarrassed him so 
much, that he found it impossible to make those early 
preparations that were necessary to check the career of 
the enemy. 

VIII. The king of France, with his general the count 
de Saxe, took the field in the latter end of April, at the 
bead of one hundred and twenty thousand men, and ad- 
vanced towards the allies, who, to the number of four and 
forty thousand, were entrenched behind the Demer, under 
the conduct of the Austrian general Bathiani, who retired 
before them, and took post in the neighbourhood of 
Breda, the capital of Dutch Brabant. M areschal Saxe 
immediately invested Antwerp, which in a few days was 
surrendered. Then he appeared before the strong town 
of M ons in Hainault, with an irresistible train of artillery, 
an immense quantity of bombs and warlike implements. 
He carried on his approaches with such unabating im- 
petuosity, that, notwithstanding a very vigorous defence, 
the garrison was obliged to capitulate on the twenty- 
seventh day of June, in about eight and twenty days after 
the place had been invested. Sieges were not now car- 
ried on by the tedious method of sapping. The French 
king found it much more expeditious and effectual to 
bring into the field a prodigious train of battering cannon 
and enormous mortars, that kept up such a fire as no 
garrison could sustain, and discharged sucli an incessant 
hail of bombs and bullets, as in a very little time reduced 
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to ruins the place, with all its fortifications. St. Guislain 1746. 
and Charleroy met with the fate of Mons and Antwerp, 
so that by the middle of July the French king was abso- 
lute master of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault. 

IX. Prince Charles of Lorraine had by this time as- 
sumed the command of the confederate army at Terheyde, 
which being reinforced by the Hessian troops from Scot- 
land, and a fresh body of Austrians under count Palfi, 
amounted to eighty-seven thousand men, including the 
Dutch forces commanded by the prince of Waldeck. 
The generals, supposing the next storm would fall upon 
Namur, marched towards that place, and took post in an 
advantageous situation on the eighteenth day of July, in 
sight of the French army, which was encamped at Gem- 
blours. Here they remained till the eighth day of Au- 
gust, when a detachment of the enemy, commanded by 
count Lowendahl, took possession of Huy, where he 
found a large magazine belonging to the confederates; 
and their communication with Maestricht was cut off. 
Mareschal Saxe, on the other side, took his measures so 
well, that they were utterly deprived of all subsistence; 
Then prince Charles, retiring across the Maese, aban- 
doned Namur to the efforts of the enemy, by whom it 
was immediately invested. The trenches were opened on 
the second day of September: and the garrison, consist- 
ing of seven thousand Austrians, defended themselves 
with equal skill and resolution: but the cannonading and 
bombardment were so terrible, that in a Tew days the 
place was converted into a heap of rubbish ; and on the 
twenty-third day of the month the French monarch took 
possession of this strong fortress, .which had formerly 
sustained such dreadful attacks. Meanwhile the alUed 
army encamped at Maestricht were joined by sir John 
Ligonier, with some British and Bavarian battalions ; and 
prince Charles resolved to give the enemy battle. With 
this view he passed the Maese on the thirteenth day of 
September, and advanced towards mareschal Saxe, whom 
he found so advantageously posted at Tongres, that he 
thought proper to march back to Maestriclit. On the 



178 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1746. marched with equal silence and expedition, and entered 
the Austrian trenches about eleven, when a desperate 
battle ensued. The Austrians were prepared for the at- 
tack, which they sustained with great vigour till morning. 
Then they quitted their entrenchments, and charged the 
enemy in their turn with such fury, that after an obstinate 
resistance the combined army was broke, and retired with 
precipitation to Placentia, leaving on the field fifteen 
thousand men killed, wounded, and taken, together with 
sixty colours, and ten pieces of artillery. Tn a few weeks 
the Austrians were joined by the Piedmontese : the king 
of Sardinia assumed the chief command ; and prince Lich- 
tenstein being indisposed, his place was supplied by the 
marquis de Botta. Don Philip retired to the other side 
of the Po, and extended his conquests in the open coun- 
try of the Milanese. The king of Sardinia called a council 
of war, in which it was determined that he should pass 
the river with a strong body of troops, in order to straiten 
the enemy on one side; while the marquis de Botta should 
march up the Tydone, to cut off their communication 
with Placentia. They forthwith quitted all the posts they, 
had occupied between the Lambro and Adda, resolving 
to repass the Po, and retreat to Tortona. With this view 
they threw bridges of boats over that river, and began to 
pass on the ninth day of August in the evening. They 
were attacked at Rotto Fred do by a detachment of Aus- 
trians, under general Serbelloni, who maintained the en- 
gagement till ten in the morning, when Botta arrived: the 
battle was renewed with redoubled rage, and lasted till 
four in the afternoon, when the enemy retired in great 
disorder to Tortona, with the loss of eight thousand men, 
a good number of colours and standards, and eighteen 
pieces of cannon. This victory cost the Austrians four 
thousand men killed upon the spot, including the gallant 
general Bernclau. The victors immediately summoned 
Placentia to surrender; and the garrison, consisting of 
nine thousand men, were made prisoners of war: Don 
Philip continued his retreat, and of all his forces brought 
six and twenty thousand only into the territories of Genoa. 
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XII. The Piedmontese and Austrians rejoining in the 1740. 
neighbourhood of Pavia, advanced to Tortona, of -which 
they took possession without resistance, while the enemy 
sheltered themselves under the cannon of Genoa. They 
did not long continue in this situation ; for on the twenty- 
second day of August they were again in motion, and re- 
tired into Provence. The court of Madrid imputing the 
bad success of this campaign to the misconduct of count de 
Gages, recalled that general, and sent the marquis de las 
M inas to resume the command of the forces. In the mean 
time, the victorious confederates appeared before Genoa 
on the fourth day of December : and the senate of that 
city thinking it incapable of defence, submitted to a very 
mortifying capitulation, by which the gates were delivered 
up to the Austrians, together with all their arms, artillery, 
and ammunition ; and the city was subjected to the most 
cruel contributions. The marquis de Botta being left at 
Genoa with sixteen thousand men, the king of Sardinia 
resolved to pass the Var, and pursue the French and 
Spaniards into Provence ; but, that monarch being seized 
with the small pox, the conduct of this expedition was in- 
trusted to count Brown, an Austrian general of Irish ex- 
tract, who had given repeated proofs of uncommon valour 
and capacity. He was on this occasion assisted by vice- 
admiral Medley, who commanded the British squadron in 
the Mediterranean. The French forces had fortified the 
passes of the Var, under the conduct of the mareschal de 
Belleisle, who thought proper to abandon his posts at the 
approach of count Brown ; and this general, at the head 
of fifty thousand men, passed the river, without opposi- 
tion, on the ninth day of November. While he advanced 
as far as Draguignan, laying the open country under con- 
tribution, baron Roth, with four and twenty battalions^ 
invested Antibes, which was at the same time bombarded 
on the side of the sea by the British squadron. The 
trenches were opened on the twentieth day of September : 
but Belleisle having assembled a numerous army, supe- 
rior to that of the confederates, and the Genoese having 
expelled their Austrian guests, count Brown abandoned 
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1746L the enterprisei and repassed the Var^ not without some 
damage from the enemy. 

XIII. The court of Vienna, which has always patron- 
ised oppression, exacted such heavy contributions from 
the Genoese, and its exactions were so rigorously put into 
execution, that the people were reduced to despair, and 
resolved to Ynake a last effort for the recovery of their 
liberty and independence. Accordingly they took arms 
in secret ; seized several important posts of the city ; sur- 
prised some battalions of the Austrians; surrounded 
others, and cut them in pieces; and, in a word, drove 
them out with great slaughter. The marquis de Botta 
acted with caution and spirit : but being overpowered by 
numbers, and apprehensive of the peasants in the coun- 
try, who were in arms, he retreated to the pass of the 
Brochetta on the side of Lombardy, where he secured 
himself in an advantageous situation, until he could re- 
ceive reinforcements. The loss he had sustained at Ge- 
noa did not hmder him from reducing Savona, a seaport 
town belonging to that republic ; and he afterwards made 
himself master of Gavi. The Genoese, on the contrary, 
exerted themselves with wonderful industry in fortifying 
their city, raising troops, and in taking other measures 
for a vigorous defence, in case they should again be in- 
sulted. 

XIV. The naval transactions of this year reflected very 
little honour on the British nation. Commodore Peyton, 
who commanded six ships of war in the East Indies, 
shamefully declined a decisive engagement with a French 
squadron of inferior force ; and abandoned the important 
settlement of Madras on the coast of Coromandel, which 
was taken without opposition in the month of September 
by the French commodore de la Bourdonnais. Fort St. 
David, and the other British factories in India^ would 
probably have shared the same fate, had not the enemy's 
naval force in that country been shattered and partly de- 
stroyed by a terrible tempest. No event of consequence 
happened in America, though it was a scene that seemed 
to promise the greatest success to the arms of England. 
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The reduction of cape Breton had encouraged the mini- 174& 
stry to project the conquest of Quebec, the capital of Ca- ■^"-"""" 
nada, situated upon the river St. Laurence. Commis^ 
sions were sent to the governors of the British colonies in 
North America, empowering them to raise companies to 
join the armament from England ; and eight thousand 
troops were actually raised in consequence of these direc- 
tions ; while a powerful squadron and transports, having 
six regiments on board, were prepared at Portsmouth for 
this expedition. But their departure was postponed by 
unaccountable delays, until the season was judged too far 
advanced to risk the great ships on the boisterous coast of 
North America. That the armament, however, might not 
be wholly useless to the nation, it was employed in making 
a descent upon the coast of Bretagne, on the supposition 
that port L*Orient, the repository of all the stores and 
ships belonging to the French East India company, might 
be surprised ; or, that this invasion would alarm the enemy, 
and, by making a diversion, facilitate the operations of the 
Austrian general in Provence. 

XV. The naval force intended for this service consisted 
of sixteen great ships, and eight frigates, besides bomb* 
ketches and store-ships, commanded by Richard Lestock, 
appointed admiral of the blue division. Six battalions of 
land troops, with a detachment of matrosses and bom- 
bardiers, were embarked in thirty transports, under the 
conduct of lieutenant-general Sinclair; and the whole 
fleet set sail from Plymouth on the fourteenth day of Sep* 
tember. On the twentieth the troops were landed in 
Quimperlay bay, at the distance of ten miles from port 
L'Orient. The militia, reinforced by some detachments 
from diflerent regiments, were assembled to the number 
of two thousand, and seemed resolved to oppose the dis« 
embarkation: but, seeing the British troops determined 
to land at all events, they thought proper to retire. Next 
day general Sinclair advanced into the country, skirmish- 
ing with the enemy in his route ; and arriving at the vil- 
lage of Plemure, within half a league from port L'Orienti 
summoned that place to surrender. He was visited by a 
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1746. deputation from the town^ which offered to admit the 
British forces, on condition that they should be restrained 
from pillaging the inhabitants, and touching the maga- 
zines; and that they should pay a just price for their pro- 
visions. These terms being rejected, the inhabitants 
prepared for a vigorous defence ; and the English general 
resolved to besiege the place in form, though he had nei- 
ther time, artillery, nor forces sufficient for such an enter- 
prise. This strange resolution was owing to the declara- 
tion of the engineers, who promised to lay the place in 
ashes in the space of four and twenty hours. All his can- 
non amounted to no more than a few field pieces ; and he 
was obliged to wait for two iron guns, which the sailors 
dragged up from the shipping. Had he given the assault 
on the first night after his arrival, when the town was 
filled with terror and confusion, and destitute of regular 
troops, in all probability it would have been easily taken 
by scalade : but the reduction of it was rendered imprac- 
ticable by his delay. The ramparts were mounted with 
cannon from the ships in the harbour : new works were 
raised with great industry : the garrison was reinforced 
by several bodies of regular troops ; and great numbers 
were assembling from all parts ; so that the British forces 
were in danger of being surrounded in an enemy's coun- 
try. Notwithstanding these discouragements, they open- 
ed a small battery against the town, which was set on fire 
in several places by their bombs and red-hot bullets: they 
likewise repulsed part of the garrison which had made a 
sally to destroy their works : but their cannon producing 
no effect upon the fortifications, the fire from the town 
daily increasing, the engineers owning they could not per- 
form their promise, and admiral Lestock declaring in 
repeated messages, that he could no longer expose the 
ships on an open coast at such a season of the year, ge- 
neral Sinclair abandoned the siege. Having caused the 
two iron pieces of cannon and the mortars to be spiked, 
he retreated in good order to the sea side, where his 
troops were re-embarked, having sustained very incon- 
siderable damage since their first landing. He expected 
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reinforcements from England, and was resolved to wait a 1746. 
little longer for their arrival, in hopes of being able to 
amioy the enemy more effectually. In the beginning oi 
October the fleet sailed to Quiberon bay, where they de- 
stroyed the Ardent, a French ship of war of sixty-four 
guns : and a detachment of the forces being landed, took 
possession of a fort on the peninsula ; while the little 
islands of Houat and Heydic were reduced by the sailors. 
In this situation the admiral and general continued till the 
seventeenth day of the month, when the forts being dis- 
mantled, and the troops re-embarked, the fleet sailed 
from the French coast : the admiral returned to England, 
and the transports with the soldiers proceeded to Ireland, 
where they arrived in safety. 

XVI. This expedition, weak and frivolous as it may 
seem, was resented by the French nation, as one of the 
greatest insults they had ever sustained ; and demon- 
strated the possibility of hurting France in her tenderest 
parts, by means of an armament of this nature, well timed, 
and vigorously conducted. Indeed, nothing could be 
more absurd or precipitate than an attempt to distress the 
enemy by landing a handful of troops, without draft 
horses, tents, or artillery, from a fleet of ships lying on 
an open beach, exposed to the uncertainty of weather in 
the most tempestuous season of the year, so as to render 
the retreat and re-embarkation altogether precarious. 
The British squadrons in the West Indies performed no 
exploit of consequence in the course of this year. The 
commerce was but indifferently protected. Commodore 
Lee, stationed off Martinico, allowed a French fleet of 
merchant ships, and their convoy, to pass by his squadron 
unmolested; and commodore Mitchel behaved scandal- 
ously in a rencounter with the French squadron, under the 
conduct of Monsieur de Conflans, who in his return to 
Europe took the Severn, an English ship of flfty guns. 
The cruisers on all sides, English, French, and Span- 
iards, were extremely alert ; and though the English lost 
the greater number of ships, this difference was more 
than overbalanced by the superior value of the prises 
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174(>. taken from the enemy. In the course of this year two 
and twenty Spanish privateers, and sixty-six merchant 
vessels, including ten register ships, fell into the hands of 
the British cruisers: from the French they took seven 
ships of war, ninety privateers, and about three hundred 
ships of commerce. The new king of Spain ^ being sup- 
posed well. affected to the British nation, an effort was 
made to detach him from the interest of France, by means 
of the marquis de Tabernega, who had formerly been his 
favourite, and resided many years as a refugee in Eng- 
land. This nobleman proceeded to Lisbon, where a ne* 
gotiation was set on foot with the court of Madrid. But 
his efforts miscarried; and the influence of the queen 
mother continued to predominate in the Spanish couneilsv 
The states-general had for some years endeavoured to 
promote a pacification by remonstrances, and even en- 
treaties, at the court of Versailles : the French king at 
length discovered an inclination to peace, and in Septem- 
ber a congress was opened at Breda, the capital of Dutch 
Brabant, where the plenipotentiaries of the emperor. 
Great Britain, France, and Holland, were assembled: 
but the French were so insolent in their demands, that 
the conferences were soon interrupted. 

XVII. The parliament of Great Britain meeting in 
November, the king exhorted them to concert with all 
possible expedition the proper measures for pursuing the 
war with vigour, that the confederate army in the Nether- 
lands might be seasonably augmented; he likewise gave 
them to understand, that the funds appropriated for the 
support of his civil government had for some years past 
fallen short of the revenue intended and granted by par- 
liament; and said he relied on their known affection to 
find out some method to make good this deficiency. As 

^ In the month of July, Philip king o£ Spain dying, in the sixty-third year of 
his age, was succeeded by his eldest son Ferdinand, born of Maria-Lonisa Ga- 
briela, sister to the late king of Sardinia. He espoused Donna Maria Magda- 
lena, infanta of Portugal, but had no issue. Philip was but two days survived 
by his daaghter, the dauphiness of France. The same month was remarkable 
for the death of Christiern the sixth, king of Denmark, succeeded by his son 
Frederick the fifth, who had married the princess Louisa, youngest daughter to 
the kipg of Great ]3ritaio. 
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all those who had conducted the opposition were now 1746. 
concerned in the administration, little or no objection was 
made to any demand or proposal of the government and 
its ministers. The commons having considered the esti- 
mates, voted forty thousand seamen for the service of die 
ensuing year, and about sixty thousand land forces, in- 
cluding eleven thousand five hundred marines. They 
granted four hundred and thirty-three thousand pounds to 
the empress queen of Hungary ; three hundred thousand 
pounds to the king of Sardinia; four hundred and ten 
thousand pounds for the maintenance of eighteen thou- 
sand Hanoverian auxiliaries; one hundred and sixty-one 
thousand six hundred and seven pounds for six thousand 
Hessians ; subsidies to the electors of Cologne, Mentz, 
and Bavaria; and the spm of five hundred thousand 
pounds to enable his majesty to prosecute the war with 
advantage. In a word, the supplies amounted to nine mil- 
lions four hundred and twenty-five thousand two hundred 
and fifty-four pounds ; a sum almost incredible, if we con- 
sider how the kingdom had been already drained of its 
treasure. It was raised by the usual taxes, reinforced 
with new impositions on windows, carriages, and spirituous 
liquors, a lottery, and a loan from the sinking fund. The 
new taxes were mortgaged for four millions by transfer- 
able annuities, at an interest of four, and a premium often, 
per centum. By reflecting on these enormous grants, one 
would imagine the ministry had been determined to un- 
poverish the nation : but, from the eagerness and expedi- 
tion with which the people subscribed for the money, one 
would conclude that the riches of the kingdom were in- 
exhaustible. It may not be amiss to observe, that the 
supplies of this year exceeded, by two millions and a half, 
tlie greatest annual sum that was raised during the reign 
of queen Anne, though she maintained as great a number 
of troops as was now in the pay of Great Britain, and her 
armies and fleets acquired every year fresh harvests of 
glory and advantage; whereas this war had proved an 
almost uninterrupted series of events big with disaster and 
dishonour. During the last two years, the naval expense 
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1746. of England had exceeded that of France about five mil- 
lions sterling ; though her fleets had not obtained one 
signal advantage over the enemy at sea, nor been able to 
protect her commerce from their depredations. She was 
at once a prey to her declared adversaries and professed 
friends. Before the end of summer, she numbered among 
her mercenaries two empresses, five German princes, and 
a powerful monarch, whom she hired to assist her in trim- 
ming the balance of Europe, in which they themselves 
were immediately interested, and she had no more than a 
secondary concern. Had these fruitless subsidies been 
saved ; had the national revenue been applied with eco- 
nomy to national purposes ; had it been employed in liqui- 
dating gradually the public incumbrances ; in augmenting 
the navy, improving manufactures, encouraging and se- 
curing the colonies, and extending trade and navigation ; 
corruption would have become altogether unnecessary, 
and disaffection would have vanished : the people would 
have been eased of their buithens, and ceased to com- 
plain: commerce would have flourished, and produced 
such affluence as must have raised Great Britain to the 
highest pinnacle of maritime power, above all rivalship or 
competition. She would have been dreaded by her ene- 
mies ; revered by her neighbours : oppressed nations 
would have crept under her wings for protection ; con- 
tending potentates would have appealed to her decision; 
and she would have shone the universal arbitress of £u- 
Tope. How different is her present situation ! her debts 
are enormous, her taxes intolerable, her people discon- 
tented, and the sinews of her government relaxed. With- 
out conduct, confidence, or concert, she engages in blun- 
dering negotiations : she involves herself rashly in foreign 
quarrels, and lavishes her substance with the most dan* 
gerous precipitation : she is even deserted by her wonted 
vigour, steadiness, and intrepidity; she grows vain, fan- 
tastical, and pusillanimous : her arms are despised by her 
enemies; and her counsels ridiculed through all Chris- 
tendom. 

XVin. The king, in order to exhibit a specimen of 
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bis desire to diminish the public expense, ordered the 1746. 
third and fourth troops of his life guards to be disbanded, ^ 

and reduced three regiments of horse to the quality of 
dragoons. The house of commons presented an address 
of thanks for this instance of economy, by which the an- 
nual sum of seventy thousand pounds was saved to the 
nation. Notwitlistanding this seeming harmony between 
the king and the great council of the nation, his majesty 
resolved, with the advice of his council, to dissolve the 
present parliament, though the term of seven years was 
not yet expired since its first meeting. The ministry 
affected to insinuate, that the states-general were unwilling 
to concur with his majesty in vigorous measures against 
France, during the existence of a parliament which had 
undergone such a vicissitude of complexion. The allies 
of Great Britain, far from being suspicious of this assem- 
bly, which had supplied them so liberally, saw with con- 
cern, that, according to law, it would soon be dismissed ; 
and they doubted whether anotiier could be procured 
equally agreeable to their purposes. In order to remove 
this doubt, the ministry resolved to surprise the kingdom 
with a new election, before the malcontejits should be pre- 
pared to oppose the friends of the government. Accord- 
ingly, when the business of the session was despatched, 
the king having given the royal assent to the several acts 
they had prepared, dismissed them in the month of June, A.l). 1747. 
with an affectionate speech, that breathed nothing but 
tenderness and gratitude. The parliament was imme- 
diately dissolved by proclamation, and new writs were 
issued for convoking another. Among the laws pas<;ed 
in this session, was an act abolishing the heritable jurisdic- . 
tions, and taking away the tenure of wardholdings in Scot- 
land, which were reckoned among the principal sources 
of those rebellions that had been excited since the revolu- 
tion. In the highlands they certainly kept the common 
people in subjection to their chiefs, whom they implicitly 
followed and obeyed in all their undertakings. By this 
act these mountaineers were legally emancipated from 
slavery : but as the tenants enjoyed no leases, and were at 
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1747. all times liable to be ejected from their farms, they still 
^ depended on the pleasure of their lords, notwithstanding 
this interposition of the legislature, which granted a valu- 
able consideration in money to every nobleman and petty 
baron, who was thus deprived of one part of his inherit- 
ance. The forfeited estates, indeed, were divided into 
small farms, and let by the government on leases at an 

a 

under value ; so that those who had the good fortune to 
obtain such leases tasted the sweets of independence : but 
the highlanders in general were left in their original m* 
digence and incapacity, at the mercy of their superiors. 
Had manufactures and fisheries been established in dif- 
ferent parts of their country, they would have seen and 
felt the happy consequences of industry, and in a little 
time been effectually detached /rom all their slavish con- 
nexions. 

XIX. The operations of the campaign had been con- 
certed in the winter at the Hague, between the duke of 
Cumberland and the states-general of the United Pro- 
vinces, who were by this time generally convinced of 
France*s design to encroach upon their territories. They, 
therefore, determined to Uxke effectual measures against 
that restless and ambitious neighbour. The allied powers 
agreed to assemble a vast army in the Netherlands ; and 
it was resolved that the Austrians and Piedmontese should 
once more penetrate into Provence. The Dutch patriots, 
however, were not roused into this exertion, until all their 
remonstrances had failed at the court of Versailles ; until 
they had been urged by repeated memorials of the English 
ambassador, and stimulated by the immediate danger to 
• which their country was exposed : for France was by this 
time possessed of all the Austrian Netherlands, and 
seemed bent upon penetrating into the territories of the 
United Provinces. In February, the duke of Cumberland 
began to assemble the allied forces ; and in the latter end 
of March they took the field in three separate bodies. 
His royal highness, with the English, Hanoverians, and 
Hessians, fixed his head quarters at the village of Tilberg; 
the prince of Waldeck was posted with the Dutch troops 
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at Breda; and mareschal Bathiani collected the Austrians )747. 

and Bavarians in the neighhourhood of Venlo. The 

whole army amounted to one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand men, who lay inactive six weeks, exposed to the in- 
clemency of the weather, and almost destitute of forage 
and provision. Count Saxe, by this time created mares- 
chal general of France, continued his troops within their 
cantonment at Bruges, Antwerp, and Brussels, declaring, 
that when the allied army should be weakened by sickness 
and mortality, he would convince the duke of Cumberland, 
that the first duty of a general is to provide for the health 
and preservation of his troops. In April this fortunate 
commander took the field, at the head of one hundred 
and forty thousand men ; and the count de Clermont com- 
manded a separate body of nineteen battalions and thirty 
squadrons. Count Lowendahl was detached on the six- 
teenth day of the month, with seven and twenty thousand 
men to invade Dutch Flanders: at the same time, the 
French minister at the Hague presented a memorial to 
the states, intimating that his master was obliged to take 
this step by the necessity of war; but that his troops 
should observe the strictest discipline, without interfering , 
with the religion, government, or commerce of the re- 
public: he likewise declared, that the countries and places 
of which he might be obliged to take possession should 
be detained no otherwise than as a pledge, to be restored 
as soon as the United Provinces should give convincing 
proofs that they would no longer iiirnish the enemies of 
France with succours. 

XX. While the states deliberated upon this declara- 
tion, count Lowendahl entered Dutch Brabant, and in- . 
vested the town and fortress of Sluys, the garrison of 
which surrendered themselves prisoners of war on the 
nineteenth day of April. This was likewise the fate of 
Sas-van-Ghent, while the marquis de Contades, with 
another detachment, reduced the forts Perle and Leif- 
kenshoek, with the town of Philippine, even within hear- 
ing of the confederate army. The fort of Sanberg was 
vigorously defended by two English battalions ; but they 
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1747. wiere overpowered, and obliged to retire to Welsthoorden : 
and count Lowendahl undertook the siege of Hulet, which 
was shamefully surrendered by La Roque» the Dutch 
governor, though he knew that a reinforcement of nine 
battalions was on the march to his relief. Then t}ie 
French general took possession of Axel and Terneuse, 
and began to prepare flat-bottomed boats for a descent on 
the island of Zealand. The Dutch people were now 
struck with consternation. They saw the enemy at their 
doors, and owed their immediate preservation to the 
British squadron stationed at the Swin, under the com- 
mand of commodore Mitchel^, who, by means of his 
sloops, tenders, and small craft, took such measures an 
defeated the intention of Lowendahl. . The common 
people in Zealand being reduced to despair, began to 
clamour loudly against their governors, as if they had not 
taken the proper measures for their security. The friends 
of the prince of Orange did not neglect this opportunity 
of promoting his interest. They encouraged their discon- 
tent, and exaggerated the danger : they reminded them of 
the year one thousand six hundred and seventy-two, when 
the French king was at the gates of Amsterdam, and the 
republic was saved by the choice of a stadtholder: they 
exhorted them to turn their eyes on the descendant of 
those heroes who had established the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the United Provinces: they extolled his 
virtue and ability; his generosity, his justice, his un- 
shaken love to his country. The people in several towns, 
inflamed by such representations to tumult and sedition, 
compelled their magistrates to declare the prince of 
Orange ^dtholder. He himself, in a letter to the states 
of Zealand, offered his services for the defence of the pro- 
vince. On the twenty-eighth day of April he was nomi- 
nated captain-general and admiral of Zealand. Their 
example was followed by Rotterdam and the whole pro- 
vince of Holland ; and on the second day of May, the 
prince of Orange was, in the assembly of the sUtes- 

< Not the person who commanded in the West Indies. 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 186 

general, invested with the power and dignity of stadt- 1747. 
holder^ captain-general, and admiral of the United Pro- 
▼inces. The vigorous consequences of this resolution 
immediately appeared. All commerce and contracts with 
the French were prohibited: the peasants were armed 
and exercised : a resolution passed for making a consider- 
able augmentation of the army : a council of war was 
established for inquiring into the conduct of the governors 
who had given up the frontier places; and orders were 
issued to commence hostilities against the French, both 
by sea and land. 

XXI. Meanwhile the duke of Cumberland took post 
with his whole army between the two Nethes, to cover 
Bergen-op-Zoom and Maestricht; and mareschal Saxe 
called in his detachments, with a view to hazard a general 
engagement. In the latter end of May, the French king 
arrived at Brussels; and his general resolved to undertake 
the siege of Maestricht. For this purpose he advanced 
towards Louvain ; and the confederates, perceiving his 
drift, began their march to take post between the town 
and the enemy. On the twentieth day of June, they took 
possession of their ground, and were drawn up in order of 
battle, with their right at Bilsen, and their left extending 
to Wirle, within a mile of Maestricht, having in the front 
of their left wing the village of LafFeldt, in which they 
posted several battaHons of British infantry. The French 
had taken possession of the heights of Herdeeren, imme- 
diately above the allies; and both armies cannonaded each 
other till the evening. In the morning, the enemy*s in- 
fantry marched down the hill in a prodigious column, and 
attacked the village of LafFeldt, which was well, fortified, 
and defended with amazing obstinacy. The assailants suf- 
fered terribly in their approach, from the cannon of the 
confederates, which was served with surprising dexterity 
and success ; and they met with such a warm reception 
from the British musquetry as they could not withstand : 
but, when they were broken and dispersed, fresh brigades u 

succeeded with astonishing perseverance. The confeder- J 

ates were driven out of the village ; yet being sustained by 
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1747. three regiments^ they measured back their ground, and 
repulsed the enemy with great slaughter. Nevertheless, 
count Saxe continued pouring in other battalions ; and the 
French regained and maintained their footing in the vil- 
lage, after it had been three times lost and carried. The 
action was chiefly confined to this post, where the field 
exhibited a horrible scene of carnage. At noon, the duke 
of Cumberland ordered the whole left wing to advance 
against the enemy, whose infantry gave way : prince Wal- 
deck led up the centre : mareschal Bathiani made a mo- 
tion with the right wing towards Herdeeren, and victory 
seemed ready to declare for the confederates, when the 
fortune of the day took a sudden turn to their prejudice. 
Several squadrons of Dutch horse, posted in the centre, 
gave way ; and flying at fiill gallop, overthrew five batta- 
lions of infantry that were advancing from t)ie body of re- 
serve. The French cavalry charged them with great 
impetuosity, increasing the confusion that was already 
produced, and penetrating through the lines of the allied 
army, which was thus divided about the centre. The 
duke of Cumberland, who exerted himself with equal cou- 
rage and activity in attempting to remedy this disorder, 
was in danger of being taken ; and the defeat would, in all 
probability, have been total, had not sir John Ligonier 
taken the resolution of sacrificing himself and a part of the 
troops to the safety of the army. At the head of three 
British regiments of dragoons, and some squadrons of im- 
perial horse, he charged the whole, line of the French ca- 
valry with such intrepidity and success, that he overthrew 
all that opposed him, and made such a diversion as ena- 
bled the duke of Cumberland to effect an orderly retreat 
to Maestricht. He himself was taken by a French cara- 
bineer, after his horse had been killed ; but the regiments 
he commanded retired with deliberation. The confeder- 
ates retreated to Maestricht, without having sustained 
much damage from the pursuit, and even brought off* all 
their artillery, except sixteen pieces of cannon. Their 
loss did not exceed six thousand men killed and taken ; 
whereas the French general purchase^ the victory at a 
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much greater expense. The common cause of the confe- \747, 

derate powers is said to have suffered from the pride and 

ignorance of their generals. On the eve of the battle, 
when the detachment of the count de Clermont appeared 
on the hill of Herdeeren, mareschal Bathiani asked per* 
mission of the commander in chief to attack them before 
'they should be reinforced, declaring he would answer for 
the success of the enterprise. No regard was paid to this 
proposal : but the superior asked, in his turn, where the 
mareschal would be in case he should be wanted. He 
replied, '' I shall always be found at the head of my 
troops," and retired in disgust. The subsequent disposi* 
tion has tikewise been blamed, inasmuch as not above one 
half of the army could act, while the enemy ejcerted their 
whole force. 

XXII. The confederates passed the Maese, and en* 
camped in the duchy of Limburgh, so as to cover Mae* 
stricht ; while the French king remained with his army in 
the neighbourhood of Tongres. Mareschal Saxe, havmg 
amused the allies with marches and counter-marches, at 
length detached count Lowendahl with six and thirty 
thousand men to besiege Bergen-op-Zoom, the strongest 
fortification of Dutch Brabant, the favourite work of the 
famous engineer Coehorn, never conquered, and generally 
esteemed invincible. It was secured with a garrison of 
three thousand men, and well provided with artillery, am- 
munition, and magazines. The enemy appeared before it 
on the twelfth day of July, and summoned the governor to 
surrender. The prince of Saxe-Hildburghausen was sent 
to its relief, with twenty battalions and fourteen squadrons 
of the troops that could be most conveniently assembled : 
he entered the lines of Bergen-op-Zoom, where he re* 
mained in expectation of a strong reinforcement from the 
confederate army ; and the old baron Cronstrom, whom 
the stadtholder had appointed governor of Brabant, as- 
sumed the command of the garrison. The besiegers car- 
ried on their operations with great vivacity, and the troops 
of the town defended it with equal vigour. The eyes of Jl 

all Europe were turned upon this important siege : count 
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1747, Lowendahl received divers reinforcements ; and a conai- 

""■ derable body of troops was detached from the allied army, 

under the command of baron Schwartzemberg, to co- 
operate with the prince of Saxe-Hildburghausen. The 
French general lost a great number of men by the close 
and continual fire of the besieged ; while he, in his turn, 
opened such a number of batteries, and plied them so' 
warmly, that the defences began to give way. From the 
sixteenth day of July to the fifteenth of September the 
siege produced an intermitting scene of horror and de- 
struction : desperate sallies were made, and mines sprung 
with the most dreadful effects : the works began to be 
shattered ; the town was laid in ashes ; the trenches were 
filled with carnage; nothing was seen but fire and smoke; 
nothing heard but one continued roar of bombs and can- 
non. But still the damage fell chiefiy on the besiegers, 
who were slain in heaps ; while the garrison suffered very 
little, and could be occasionally relieved or reinforced 
from the tines. In a word, it was generally believed that 
count Lowendahl would be baffled in his endeavours ; 
and by this beUef the governor of Bergen-op-Zoom seems 
to have been lulled into a blind security. At length some 
inconsiderable breaches were made in one ravelin and two 
bastions, and these the French general resolved to storm ; 
though Cronstrom believed they were impracticable ; and 
on that supposition presumed that the enemy would not 
attempt an assault. For this very reason count Lowendahl 
resolved to hazard the attack, before the preparations 
should be made for his reception. He accordingly regu- 
lated his dispositions, and at four o'clock in the morning, 
on the sixteenth day of September, the signal was made 
for the assault. A prodigious quantity of bombs being 
thrown into the ravelin, his troops threw themselves into 
the fosse, mounted the breaches, forced open a sally-port, 
and entered the place, almost without resistance. In a 
word, they had time to extend themselves along the cur- 
tains, and form in order of battle, before the garrison 
could be assembled. Cronstrom was asleep, and:the sol- 
diers upon duty had been surprised by the suddenness 
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and impetuosity of the attack. Though the French bad 1747. 
taken possession of the ramparts, they did not gain the 
town without opposition. Two battaHons of the Scottish 
troops, in the pay of the states-general, were assembled in 
the market-place, and attacked them with such fury, that 
they were driven from street to street, until fresh rein- 
forcements arriving, compelled the Scots to retreat in 
their turn ; yet they disputed every inch of ground, and 
fought until two-thirds of them were killed on the spot. 
Then they brought off the old governor, abandoning the 
town to the enemy : the troops that were encamped in the. 
lines retreating with great precipitation, all the forts in 
the neighbourhood immediately surrendered to the victors, 
who now became masters of the whole navigation of the 
Scheldt. The French king was no sooner informed of 
LowendahFs success, than he promoted him to the rank 
of maresclial of France ; appointed count Saxe governor 
of the conquered Netherlands ; and returned in triumph 
to Versailles. In a little time after this transaction, both 
armies were distributed into winter quarters, and the duke 
of Cumberland embarked for England. 

XXIII. In Italy the French arms did not triumph with 
equal success, thougli the mareschal de Belleisle saw him* 
self at the head of a powerful army in Provence. In April 
he passed the Var without opposition, and took possession 
of Nice. He met with little or no resistance in reducing 
Montalban, Villafranca, and Ventimiglia; while general 
Brown, with eight and twenty thousand Austrians, retired 
towards Final and Savona. In the mean time, another 
large body, under count Schuylemberg, who had suc- 
ceeded the marquis de Botta, co-operated with fifteen 
thousand Piedmontese in an attempt to recover the city of 
Genoa. The French king had sent them supplies, suc- 
cours, and engineers, with the duke de Boufflers, as am- 
bassador to the republic, who likewise acted as comniander 
in chief of the forces employed for its defence. The Aus- 
trian general assembled his troops in the Milanese: having 
forced the passage of the Bochetta on the thirteenth of 
January, he advanced into the territories of Genoa, and 
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1747. the Rivera was ravaged without mercy. On the last day. 
of March he appeared before the city at the head of forty 
thousand men, and summoned the revolters to lay down 
their arms. The answer he received was, that the repub- 
lic had fifty-four thousand men in arms, two hundred and 
sixty cannon, thirty-four mortars, with abundance of am- 
munition and provision"; that they would defend their li- 
berty with their last blood, and be buried in the ruins of 
their capital, rather than submit to the clemency of the 
court of Vienna, except by an honourable capitulatiovij 
guaranteed by the kings of Great Britain and Sardinia, 
tlie republic of Venice, and the United Provinces. In the 
beginning of May, Genoa was invested on all sides ; a fu- 
rious sally was made by the duke de Boufflers, who drove 
the besiegers from their posts; but the Austrians rallying, 
he was repulsed in his turn with the loss of seven hundred 
men. General Schuylemberg carried on his operationa 
with such skill, vigour, and intrepidity, that he nuide him- 
self master of the suburbs of Bisagno ; and, in all proba- 
bility, would have reduced the city, had he not beea 
obliged to desist, in consequence of the repeated remoiiT 
strances made by the king of Sardinia and count Brown, 
who represented the necessity of his abandoning his en- 
terprise^ and drawing off his army, to cover Piedmont and 
Lombardy from the efforts of mareschal de Belleisle. Ac- 
cordingly, he raise4 ^^^ siege on the tenth day of June, 
and returned into the Milanese, in order to join his Sar- 
dinian majesty ; while the Genoese made an irruption into 
the Parmesan and Placentin, where they committed terri- 
ble outrages, in revenge for the mischiefs they had under- 
gone. 

XXIV. While the mareschal de Belleisle remained at 
Ventimiglia, his brother, at the head of four and thirty 
thousand French and Spaniards, attempted to penetrate 
into Piedmont : on the sixth day of July he arrived at the 
pass of Exilles, a strong fortress on the frontiers of Dau- 
phin6, situated on the north side of the river Doria. The 
defence of this important post the king of Sardinia had 
committed to the care of the count de Brigueras, who 
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formed an encampment behind the lines, with fourteen bat- 1747 
talions of Piedmontese and Austrians, while divers detach* 
ments were posted along all the passes of the Alps. On 
the eighth day of the month the Piedmontese entrench- 
ments were attacked by the chevalier de Belleisle with in- 
credible intrepidity; but the columns were repulsed with 
great loss in three successive attacks* Impatient of this 
obstinate opposition, and determined not to survive a mis- 
carriage, this impetuous general seized a pair of colours, 
and advancing at the head of his troops through a pro- 
digious fire, pitched them with his own hand on the ene- 
my's entrenchments. At that instant he fell dead, having * 
received two musket balls and the thrust of a bayonet in 
liis body. The assailants were so much dispirited by the 
death of their commander, that they forthwith gave way, 
and retreated with precipitation towards Sesteries, having 
lost near five thousand men in the attack. The mareschal 
was no sooner informed of his brother's misfortune, than 
he retreated towards the Var, to join the troops from Ex- 
illes, while the king of Sardinia, having assembled an army 
of seventy thousand men, threatened Dauphin^ with an 
invasion ; but the excessive rains prevented the execution 
of his design. General Leutrum was detached with twenty 
battalions, to drive the French fromVentimiglia; but Bel- 
leisle marching back, that scheme was likewise firustrated: 
and thus ended tlie campaign. 

XXV. In this manner was the French king baffled in 
his projects upon Italy ; nor was he more fortunate in his ' 
naval operations. He had, in the preceding year, equipped 
an expensive armament, under the command of the duke 
d'Anville, for the recovery of Cape Breton : but it was 
rendered ineffectual by storms, distempers, and the death 
of the commander. Not yet discouraged by these disas- 
ters, he resolved to renew his efforts against the British 
colonies in North America, and their settlements in the 
East Indies. For these purposes, two squadrons were 
prepared at Brest, one to be commanded by the commo- 
dore de la Jonquiere ; and the other, destined for India, 
by Monsieur de St. George. The ministry of Great 
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1747. Britain, being apprised of these measures, resolved to in- 
tercept both squadrons, which were to set sail together. 
For this purpose vice-admiral Anson and rear-admiral 
Warren took their departure from Plymouth with a fbr- 
midable fleet, and steered their course to Cape Finisterre 
on the coast of Galticia. On the third day of May they 
fell in with the French squadrons, commanded by La 
Jonquiere and St. George, consisting of six large ships of 
war, as many frigates, and four armed vessels equipped 
by their East India company, having under their convoy 
about thirty ships laden with merchandise. Those pre- 
pared for war immediately shortened sail, and formed a 
line of battle ; while the rest, under the protection of the 
six frigates, proceeded on their voyage with all the sail 
they could carry. The British squadron was Ukewise 
drawn up in line of battle; but Mr. Warren, perceiving 
that tlie enemy began to sheer off, now their convoy was 
at a considerable distance, advised admi^al Anson to haul 
in the signal for the line, and hoist another for giving 
chase and engaging, otherwise the French would, in all 
probability, escape by favour of the night. The proposal 
was embraced ; and in a little time the engagement began 
with great fury about four o*cIock in the afternoon. The 
enemy sustained the battle with equal conduct and valour, 
until they were overpowered by numbers, and then they 
struck their colours. The admiral detached three ships 
in pursuit of the convoy, nine sail of which were taken ; 
but the rest were saved by the intervening darkness. 
About seven hundred of the French were killed and 
wounded in the action. The Engtish lost about five hun- 
dred ; and among these captain Granville, commander of 
the ship Defiance. He was nephew to the lord viscount 
Cobham, a youth of the most amiable character and pro- 
mising genius, animated with the noblest sentiments of 
honour and patriotism. Eager in the pursuit of glory, he 
rushed into the midst of the battle, where both his legs 
were cut off by a cannon ball. He submitted to his fate 
with the most heroic resignation, and died universally la- 
mented and beloved. The success of the British arms in 
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thia engagement was chiefly owing to the conduct, ao- 1747. 
Hrityt and courage of the rear->admiral. A considerable 
quantity of bullion was found in the prizes, which waa 
brought to Spithead in triumph ; and the treasure being 
landed, was Gonveyed in twenty waggons to the bank o£ 
London. Admiral Anson waa ennobled, and Mr. Warren 
honoured with the order of the Bath. 

XXVI* About the middle of June, eommcMiloire Foxi 
with six shipa of war, cruising in the latitude of Cape 
Ortegal in Gallicia, took above forty French ships, richly 
laden from St. Domingo, after they had been abandoned 
by their convoy. But the Frenoh king sustained another 
more important loss at sea, in the month of Octoben 
Rear-admiral Hawke sailed from Plymouth in the begin- 
ning of August, with fourteen ships of tlie Une, to interf- 
eept a fleet of French merchant ships bound for the West 
Indies. He cruised for some time on the coast of Brer 
tagne ; and at length the French fleet sailed from the isle 
of Aix, under convoy of nine ships of the line, besides 
frigates, commanded by Monsieur de Letendeur. On the 
fourteenth day of October the two squadrons were in 
sight of each other, in the latitude of Belleisle. The 
French commodore immediately ordered one of his great 
ships, and the frigates, to proceed with the trading shipi, 
while he formed the line of battle, and waited the attack. 
At eleven in the forenoon admiral Hawke displayed the 
signal to chase, and in half an hour both fleets were eif- 
gaged. The battle lasted till night, when all the Frenoh 
squadron, except the Intrepide and Tonant, had struck 
to the English flag. Tiiese two capital ships escaped in 
die dark, and returned to Brest in a shattered condition. 
The French captains sustained the unequal flght with un- 
common bravery and resolution; and did not yield until 
their ships were disabled. Their loss in men amounted 
to eight hundred : the number of English killed in this 
engagement did not exceed two hundred, including cap- 
tain Sauroarez, a gallant officer, who had served under 
lord Anson in his expedition to the PaeiQc ocean. In- 
deed it must be ownedt for the honour of thatnoUeraan, 
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1747. that all the officers formed under his example, and 

by his influence, approved themselves in all respecti 
worthy of the commands to which they were preferred. 
Immediately after the action, admiral Hawke despatched 
ft sloop to commodore Le^e, whose squadron was sta- 
tioned at the Leeward islands, with intelligence of the 
French fleet of merchant ships outward bound, that he 
might take the proper measures for intercepting them in 
their passage to Martinique, and the other French islands. 
In consequence of this advice, he redoubled his vigilance, 
imd a good number of them fell into his hands. Admiral 
Hawke conducted his prises to Spithead ; and in his letter 
to the board of admiralty declared, that all his captains 
behaved like men of honour during the engagement, ex- 
cept Mr. Fox, whose conduct he desired might be sub- 
jected to an inquiry. That gentleman was accordingly 
tried by a court-martial, and suspended from his command, 
for having followed the advice of his officers, contrary to 
bis own better judgment; but he was soon restored, and 
afterwards promoted to the rank of admiral ; while Mr. 
Matthews, whose courage never incurred suspicion, still 
laboured under a suspension for that which had been suc- 
cessfully practised in both these late actions, namely, en- 
^ging the enemy without any regard to the line of battle. 
XXVII. In the Mediterranean, vice-admiral Medley 
blocked up the Spanish squadron in Carthagena ; assisted 
the Austrian general on the coast of Villafranca ; and in- 
tercepted some of the succours sent from France to the 
assistance of the Genoese. At his death, which happened 
in the beginning of August, the command of that squadron 
devolved upon rear-admiral Byng, who proceeded on the 
same plan of operation. In the summer, two British ships 
of war, having under their convoy a fleet of merchant 
ships bound to North America, fell in with the Gloriosb, 
a Spanish Ehip of eighty guns, in the latitude of the western 
isles. She had sailed from the Havannah, with an immense 
treasure on board, and must have fallen a prize to the 
English ships, had each captaiii done his duty. Captain 
£rskine, in the Warwick of sixty guns, attacked her with 
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great intrepidity, and fought until his ship was entirely 1747. 
disabled ; but being unsustained by his consort, he was 
obliged to haul off, and the Olorioso arrived in safety at 
Ferrol: there the silver was landed, and she proceeded 
on her voyage to Cadiz, which, however, she did not 
reach. She was encountered by the Dartmouth, a British 
frigate of forty guns, commanded by captain Hamilton, a 
gallant youth, who, notwithstanding the inequality of force, 
(engaged her without hesitation : but in the heat of the 
action, his ship being set on fire by accident, was blown 
up, and he perished with all his crew, except a midship- 
man and ten or eleven sailors, who were taken up alive by 
a privateer that happened to be in sight. Favourable as 
this accident may seem to the Glorioso, she did not escape* 
An English ship of eighty guns, under the command of 
captain Buckle, came up, and obliged the Spaniards to 
surrender, after a short but vigorous engagement. Com* 
raodore Griffin had been sent, with a reinforcement of 
ships, to assume the command of the squadron in the 
lilast Indies; and although his arrival secured Fort St. 
David's, and the other British settlements in that country, 
from the insults of Monsieur de la Bourdonnais, his 
strength was not sufficient to enable him to undertake any 
enterprise of importance against the enemy : the ministry 
of England, therefore, resolved to equip a fresh armament, 
that, when joined by the ships in India, should be in a 
condition to besiege Pondicherry, the principal settlement 
l)elonging to the French on the coast of CoromandeK 
For this service a good number of independent companies 
was raised, and set sail, in the sequel, with a strong squa*- 
dron under the conduct of rear-admiral Boscawen, an 
officer of unquestioned valour and capacity. In the course 
of this year the British cruisers were so alert and success- 
ful, that they took six hundred and forty-four prizes from 
the French and Spaniards; whereas the loss of Great 
Britain in the same time did not exceed five hundred and 
fifty. 

XXYIII. All the belligerent powers were by this time 
heartily tired of a war which had consumed anrinunensity 
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1747. of treasure^ had been productive of so much mischief, and 

in the events of which all, in theic turns, had found 

themselves disappointed. Immediately after the battle of 
Laffeldt, the king of France had, in a personal conversa- 
tion with sir John Ligonier, expressed his desire of * 
pacification; and afterwards bis minister at the Hague 
presented a declaration on the same subject to the de- 
puties of the states-general. The signal success of the 
British arms at sea confirmed him in these sentiments, 
which were likewise reinforced by a variety of other oon<« 
siderations. His finances were almost exhausted, and his 
supplies from the Spanish West Indies rendered so pre- 
earious by the vigilance of the British cruisers, that be 
could no longer depend upon their arrival. The trading 
part of bis subjects bad sustained such losses, that his 
kingdom was filled with banlcruptcies ; and the best part 
of his navy now contributed to strengthen the fleets of 
bis enemies. The election of a stadtholder had united 
the whole power of the states-general against him, in 
taking the most resolute measures for their own safety: 
hu views in Germany were entirely frustrated, by the 
elevation of the grand duke to the imperial throne, and 
the re-establishment of peace between the hotises of 
Austria and Brandenburgh : the success of his arms in 
Italy had not at all answered his expectation ; and Genoa 
was become an expensive ally. He had the mortification 
to see the commerce of Britain flourish in the midst of 
war, while his own people were utterly impoverished. 
The parliament of England granted, and the nation paid, 
such incredible sums as enabled their sovereign not only 
to maintain invincible navies and formidable armies, but 
likewise to give subsidies to ail the powers of Europe. 
He knew that a treaty of this kind was actually upon the 
itnvil between his Britannic majesty and the csarina, and 
he began to be apprehensive of seeing an army of Rus- 
•ians in the Netherlands. His fears from this quarter 
were not without foundation. In the month of Novem- 
ber, the earl of Hyndford, ambassador from the king of 
Great Britain at the court of Russia^ concluded a treaty 
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of subsidy, by which the czarina engaged to bold in 1747. 
readiness thirty thousand men, and forty galleys, to be 
employed in the service of the confederates, on the first 
requisition. The stalest-general acceded to this agree- 
ment, and even consented to pay one fourth of the 
subsidy. His most christian majesty, moved by these 
considerations, made further advances towards an accom- 
modation both at the Hague and in London; and Uie 
contending powers agreed to another congress, which 
was actually opened in March at Aix-Ia-Chapelle, where 
the earl of Sandwich and sir Thomas Robinson assisted 
as plenipotentiaries from the king of Great Britain. 

XXIX. The elections for the new parliament in Eng- 
land had been conducted so as fully to answer the puiy 
poses of the duke of Newcastle and his brother Mr. 
Pelham, who had for some time wholly engrossed the 
administration. Both houses were assembled on the tenth 
day of November, when Mr. Onslow was unanimously 
re-elected speaker of the commons. The session waa 
opened as usual, by a speech from the throne, congratu- 
lating them on the signal successes of the British navy, 
and the happy alteration in the government of the United 
Provinces. His majesty gave them to understand, tliat a 
congress would be speedily opened at Aix-la-Chapelle, tp 
concert the means for effecting a general pacification; 
and reminded them, that nothing would more conduce to 
die success of tliis negotiation . than the vigour and una- 
nimity of their proceedings. He received such addresses 
as the ministers were pleased to dictate. Opposition now 
languished at their feet. The duke of Bedford was be- 
come a courtier, and in a little time appointed secretary 
of state, in the room of the earl of Chesterfield, who had 
lately executed that office, which he now resigned ; and 
the earl of Sandwich no longer harangued against the 
administration. This new house of commons, in imitation 
of the liberality of their predecessors, readily gratified all 
the requests of the government. They voted forty thou- 
sand seamen, forty-nine thousand land forces, besides 
eleren thousand five hundred marines; the subsidies for 
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1747. the queen of Hungary, the czarina, the king of Sardinia, 
the electors of Mentz and Bavaria, the Hessians, and the 
duke of Wolfenbuttel : the sum of two hundred and thirty- 
five thousand seven hundred and forty-nine pounds was 
granted to the provinces of New England, to reimburse 
them for the expense of reducing Cape Breton: five 
hundred thousand pounds were given to his majesty for 
the vigorous prosecution of the war; and about one 
hundred and fifty-two thousand pounds to the Scottish 
claimants in lieu of their jurisdiction. The supplies for 
the ensuing year fell very little short of nine millions, of 
which the greater part was raised on a loan by subscrip- 
tion, chargeable on a new subsidy of poundage exacted 
from all merchandise imported into Great Britain. Im- 
meiliately after the rebellion was suppressed, the legis- 
lature had established some regulations in Scotland, which 
were thought necessary to prevent such commotions for 
the future. The highlanders were disarmed, and an act 
passed for abolishing their peculiarity of garb, which was 
supposed to keep up party distinctions, to encourage their 
martial disposition, and to preserve the memory of the 
exploits achieved by their ancestors. In this session a 
bill was brought in to enforce the execution of that law, 
and passed with another act for the more effectual punish- 
ment of high treason in the highlands of Scotland. The 
practice of insuring French and Spanish ships at London 
being deemed the sole circumstance that prevented a total 
stagnation of commerce in those countries, it was pro- 
hibited by law under severe penalties ; and this step of 
the British parliament accelerated the conclusion of the 
treaty. Several other prudent measures were taken in 
the course of this session for the benefit of the public ; 
and among these we may reckon an act for encouraging 
the manufacture of indigo in the British plantations of 
North America ; an article for which Great Britain used 
to pay two hundred thousand pounds yearly to the sub*> 
A.D.1748. j^c^s of France. The session was closed on the thirteenth 
day of May, when the king declared to both houses, that 
the preliminaries of a general peace were actually signed 
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at Aix-Ia-Chapelle by the ministers of Great Britain, 174a. 
France, and the United Provinces ; and that the basis of " 

this accommodation was a general restitution of the con- 
quests which had been made during the war. Imme- 
diately after the prorogation of parliament his majesty 
set out for his German dominions, after having appointed 
a regency to rule the realm in his absence. 

XXX. The articles might have been made much less 
unfavourable to Great Britain and her allies, had the 
ministry made a proper use of the treaty with the czarina; 
and if the confederates had acted with more vigour and 
expedition in the beginning of the campaign. The Rus- 
sian auxiliaries might have been transported by sea to 
Lubeck before the end of the preceding summer, in their 
own galleys which had been lying ready for use since the 
month of July. Had this expedient been used, the Rus- 
sian troops would have joined the confederate army before 
the conclusion of the last campaign. But this easy and 
expeditious method of conveyance was rejected for a 
march by land, of incredible length and difficulty, which 
could not be begun before the month of January, nor 
accomplished till midsummer. The operations of the 
campaign h.id been concerted at the Hague in January, 
by the respective ministers of the allies, who resolved to 
bring an army of one hundred and ninety thousand men 
into the Netherlands, in order to compel the French to 
abandon the barrier which they had conquered. The 
towns of Holland became the scenes of tumult and insur- 
rection. The populace plundered the farmers of the 
revenue, abolished the taxes, and insulted the magi- 
strates; so that the states-general, seeing their country 
on the brink of anarchy and confusion, authorized the 
prince of Orange to make such alterations as he should 
see convenient. They presented him with a diploma, by 
which he was constituted hereditary stadtholder and cap- 
tain-general of Dutch Brabant, Flanders, and the upper 
quarter of Guelderland ; and the East India company 
appointed him director and governor-general of their 
commerce and settlements in the Indies. Thus invested 
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I14B. wUk mtlwtit^ unknown to his ucoitoni^ be ^alerted him* 

'""' telf wkih equikl itiduBtry and discr^on ki new nodeilkigv 

asigiiitiitittgy and atsembUng the troops of ifae repabli^ 
The confederates knew that the count de Saiie had ade* 
sign upon Maesdncht; the Austrian general BatUani 
tnade repeated remonsteances te the firitish miaittry^ 
entreating them to take speedy measures for the pro* 
•ervation of that fortrese. He in the month of January 
iprepoeed that the duke of Gomberkad should cposb the 
sea^ and confer with thts prince of Orange on this subject : 
he .undertook 9 at the ferU of his head» to cOTer Maestriebl 
with seventy thousand men, from all attacki of the enemy: 
but bis riepreflentatiods seemed to Isave made tery little 
iinpi^ession on those to whom Ihey were addressed* The 
duke of Cumberland did not d^art from EaigUsid tiU 
towards the latter end of February c ^art of March was 
ela|Med befi^re the transports sailed from ^ Nare with 
the additional troops and artillery; and the fast drafts 
from the foot guards were not embarked till die middle 
ctf August. 

XXXL The different bodies of the confederate forcea 
joined each other, and eneanvped in the neighbourhood 
of Ruremond» to the number of one hundred and ten 
thousand men; and the French army investexl Maestricfat, 
without opposition, on the third day of April. The gar<^ 
rison consisted of imperial and Dutch tooe|iS| under the 
conduct of the governor, baron d'Ayhai who de fe w dc d 
the place with evtrsordinary skill and nesoluttion. He an- 
noyed the besiegers in repeated sallies: but they were 
determined to surmount all opposition, and prosecnted 
their approaches, with imnredtUe ardour. They assaulted 
the covered way, and there effected a JodgnMSrt> after an 
obstinate dispute, in which they lest two thouHUid of their 
best troops : bat next day they were entirely dislodged 
by tb^ galladnitry of the gairrison. These hoi^ities wera 
suddenly suspended, in consequence of the parehminaries 
signed at Aix-la-Chapelle. The plenipotentiaries agreed, 
' that, for the glory of his christian migesty *s arms, the town 
bf Maestricht should be surrendered to liis igeneral, «pn 
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eondition that it diould be restored tnth «U the timgaianee IT4I. 
«ad jvtillery. He acoordingly took possession of it on 
the third day of May, when the garrison narched out 
with all die honours of* war ; and a cessation of arms vat- 
isediately ensued. By this time the Russian auxiliarieay 
to the number of thirty-seven thousand, commanded by 
prince Repnia, bad arrived in Moravia, where they were 
reviewed by their imperial majesties; then they proceeded 
lo the confines of Franconia, where they were ordered to 
halt, after they had marched seven hundred miles ainoe 
the begianing of die year* The French kmg declared« 
that should they advance further, he would demolish the 
^Nrtifications of Maesitricht and Bei^n-op-Zoom. This 
dispute was referred to the plenipotentiaries, who, in the 
beginning of Augnst^ oonduded a convention, importing* 
•diat the B4Msian troops should return to their own coun- 
try ; and that the French king should disband an equal 
-number of his forces* The season being far advanced, 
the Russians were provided with winter quarters in Bo- 
liemia and Moravia, where they continued till the spring, 
*wfaen they marched back to Livonia. In the mean time 
veven and thirty thousand French troops were withdrawn 
from Flanders into Picardy., and the two armies remained 
quiet tiii the ocmclusion of tike definitive treaty. The sas- 
.pension of arms was proclaimed at London, and in all the 
capitals of the contracting powers: orders were sent to 
the respective admirals in difierent parts of the world to 
refrain from hostilities; and a communication of trade and 
intelligence was again opened between the nations which 
bad been at varianoe. No material transaction disthi^ 
-guished the oampaign in Italy. The French and Spaniak 
troops who had joined the Genoese in the territories of 
the republic, amounted to thirty thousand men, under the 
liirection €yf the didce de Richelieu, who was sent from 
France to assume that comnrand on the death of the dufae 
de Boufflers ; while mareschal de Belleisle, at the bend of 
fifty thousand men, covered the western Riviera, whidi 
was tin'eatened widi an invasion by forty thousand Aue- 
tfians and Piedwontese, under general Lentrum. At the 
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1748. MBie time general Brown^ with a more numerous army, 
prepared to re-enter the eastern Riviera, and reconip 
mence the siege of Genoa. But these intended operations 
were prevented by an armistice, which took place as soon 
as the belligerent powers had acceded to the prelimi- 
liaries. 

XXXII. In the East Indies, rear-admiral Boscaweii 
undertook the siege of Pondicherry, which, in the month 
of August, he blocked up by sea with his squadron, and 
invested by land with a small army of four thousand Eu- 
ropeans, and about two thousand natives of that country. 
He prosecuted the enterprise with great spirit, and took 
the fort of Area Coupan, at the distance of three miles 
from the town: then he made his approaches to the place, 
against which he opened batteries, while it was bom- 
barded and cannonaded by the shipping. But the forti- 
fications were so strong, and the garrbon so numerous, 
and the engineers of the enemy so expert in their profes- 
sion, that he made very little progress, and sustained con- 
siderable damage. At length, his army being diminished 
by sickness, and the rainy season approaching, he ordered 
the artillery and stores to be re-embarked ; and raising 
the siege on the sixth day of October, returned to fort 
St. David, after having lost about a thousand men in this 
expedition. In the sequel, several ships of his squadron, 
and above twelve hundred sailors, perished in a hurri- 
cane. The naval force of Great Britain was more suc- 
cessful in the West Indies. Rear-admiral Knowles, with 
A squadron of eight ships, attacked fort Lewis, on the 
south side of Hispaniola, which, after a warm action of 
three hours, was surrendered on capitulation, and dis- 
mantled. Then he made an abortive attempt upon St. 
Jago de Cuba, and returned to Jamaica, extremely cha- 
grined at his disappointment, which he imputed to the 
misconduct of captain Dent, who was tried in England by 
A court-martial, and honourably acquitted. On the first 
day of October, the same admiral cruising in the neighr 
bourhood of the Havannah, with eight ships of the line, 
encountered a Spanish squadron of nearly fhe same 



GEORGE THE SECOND. JOS 

strength, under the command of the admirals Reggio and )748. 
Spinola. The engagement began between two and three 
o'clock m the afternoon, and continued with intervals till 
eight in the evening, when the enemy retired to the Ha- 
vannah, with the loss of two ships ; one of which struck 
to the British admiral, and the other was, two days after, 
set on fire by her own commander, that she might not fall 
into the hands of the English. Mr. Knowles taxed some 
of his captains with misbehaviour, and they recriminated 
on his conduct. On their return to England, a court- 
martial was the consequence of the mutual accusations. 
Those who adhered to the commander, and the others 
whom he impeached, were inflamed against each other 
with the most rancorous resentment. The admiral him- 
self did not escape uncensured : two of his captains were 
reprimanded : but captain Holmes, who had displayed 
uncommon courage, was honourably acquitted* Their 
animosities did not end with the court-martial. A blood- 
less encounter happened between the admiral and captain 
Powlett : but captain Innes and captain Clarke, meeting 
by appointment in Hyde Park with pistols, the former was 
mortally wounded, and died next morning; the latter was 
tried, and condemned for murder, but indulged with his 
majesty's pardon. No naval transaction of any conse- 
quence happened in the European seas, during the course 
of this summer. In January, indeed, the Magnanime, a 
French ship of the line, was taken in the Channel by two 
English cruisers, after an obstinate engagement ; and the 
privateers took a considerable number of merchant ships 
from the enemy. 

XXXni. The plenipotentiaries still continued at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, discussing all the articles of the definitive 
treaty, which was at length concluded and signed on the 
seventh day of October. It was founded on former 
treaties, which were now expressly confii-med, from that 
of Westphalia to the last concluded at London and 
Vienna. The contracting parties agreed, that the pri- 
soners on each side should be mutually released without 
ransom, and all conquests restored: that the duchies of 
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1748. PamiA, Plaoentia, and Gnaatalh, should be ceded as a 
aettlemeiit to the mfant Don Philip, and the heirs male 
of his body ; but in case of his ascending the throne of 
Spain, or of the two Sicilies, or his dying without male 
issue, that they should revert to the house of Austria : 
that the king of Great Britain should, immediately after 
the ratification of this treaty, send two persons of raidc 
and distinction, to reside in France, as hostages, until 
restitution should be made of Cape Breton, and all the 
other conquests which his Britannic majesty should have 
achieved in the East or West Indies, before or after the 
preliminaries were signed: that the Assiento contract, 
with the article of the annual ship, should be confirmed 
for four years, during which the enjoyment of that priyi- 
lege was suspended since the commencement of the pre* 
sent war: that Dunkirk should remain fortified on the 
land side, and towards the sea continuing on the footing 
of former treaties. All the contracting powers became 
guarantees to the king of Prussia for the duchy of Silesia 
and the county of Glatz, as he at present possessed them; 
and they Ukewise engaged to secure the empress queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia in possession of her hereditary 
dominions, according to the pragmatic sanction. The 
other articles regulated the forms and times fixed (or this 
mutual restitution, as well as for the termination of hostiIi« 
ties in different parts of the world. But the right of 
English subjects to navigate in the American seas, with- 
out being subject to search, was not once mentioned, 
though this ckim was tiie original source of the differ* 
ences between Great Britain and Spain; nor were the 
limits of Acadia ascertained. This and all other disputes 
were left to the discussion of commissaries. We have 
already observed, that after the troubles of the empire 
began, the war was no longer maintained on British prin- 
ciples. It bocame a continental contest, and was prose- 
cuted on the side of die allies without conduct, spirit, or 
unanimity. In the Netherlands they were outnumbered 
and outwitted by the enemy. They never hasarded a 
battle without sustaining a defeat. Thdr vast armies. 
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paid by Great Britain, lay inactive, and beheld one for* 1748. 
tress reduced after another, until the whole country was 
subdued; and as their generals fought, their plenipoten- 
tiaries negotiated. At a time when their affiiirs began 
to wear the most promising aspect, when the arrival of 
the Russian auxiliaries would have secured an undoubted 
superiority in the field ; when the British fleets had tram- 
pled on the naval power of France and Spain, intercepted 
their supplies of treasure, and cut off all their resources 
of commerce ; the British ministers seemed to treat with- 
out the least regard to the honour and advantage of their 
country. They left her most valuable and necessary 
rights of trade unowned and undecided : they subscribed 
to the insolent demand of sending the nobles of the realm 
to grace the court and adorn the triumphs of her enemy ; 
and they tamely gave up her conquests in North America, 
of more consequence to her traffic than all the other 
dominions for which the powers at war contended : they 
gave up the important isle of Cape Breton, in exchange 
for a petty factory in the East Indies, belonging to a pri- 
vate company, whose existence had been deemed preju- 
dicial to the commonwealth. What then were the fruits 
which Britain reaped from this long and desperate war ? 
A dreadful expense of blood and treasure^, disgrace upoh 
disgrace, an additional load of grievous impositions, anil 
the national debt accumulated to the enormous sum of 
eighty millions sterling. 

** Such an expennve war oould not be mainUiiied without ft veiy ftxtmor<fi- 
nary exertion or a commercial spirit : accordioglj^ we find that Great Britain, 
bucc the death of king William, hag risen under her pretsuret with increased 
vigour and perseverance. Whether it be owii^ to the natural progression of 
trade extending itself from its origin to its acme, or ne plus ultra ; or to the en- 
oovagement given by the administration to monied men of all denominationa ; 
or to necessit]^, impelling those who can no longer Jive on small incomes to risk 
their capitals in traffic, that they may have a chance for bettering their fortunes; 
cur, lastly, to a concurrence of all these causes ; certain it is» the national exporta 
and imports have been sensibly increasing for these forty years : the yearly 
nediun of woollen exports, from the year 1738 to 1743 inclusive, amounted to 
aboat three millions and a half, which was a yearly increase on the medium, of 
five hundred thousand pounds above the medium from 1718 to 1724. From 
this article* the reader will conceive the prodigious extent and importance of the 
British commerce. 
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md. rather pbmsible than powerftil: he spoke with fluency 

and Are: his spirit vas bolci and enterprising^ hb appre* 

hension quicki and his repartee severe. Dr. Lee was a 
man of extensive eruditi(Ni and irreproachable morals, 
particukrly versed in the civil law, which he professed, 
and perfectly well acquainted with the constitution of his 
country. Mr. N — t was an orator of middling abilities, 
who harangued upon aU subjects indiscriminately, and 
supplied with confidence what he wanted in capacity: he 
had been at some pains to study the business of the house, 
as well as to understand the machine of government; and 
was tolerably well heard, as he generally spoke with an 
appearance of good humour, and haauurded every whtm^ 
sical idea, as it rose in his imagination. But lord BoHngw 
broke is said to have been the chief spring which, in 
secret, actuated the deliberations of the prince's court. 
That nobleman, seemingly sequestered from the tunrahs 
of a public life, resided at Battersea, where he was visited 
like a sainted shrine by all the distinguished votaries of 
wit, eloquence, and political ambition. There he wa« 
cultivated and admired for the elegance of his manners, 
and the charms of his conversation. The prince's curii 
osity was first captivated by his character, and his esteem 
was afterwards secured by the irresistible address of that 
extraordinary personage, who contmued in a regular {m>o 
gression to insinuate himself still further and further into 
the good graces of his royal patron. How far the con- 
duct of his royal highness was influenced by the private 
advice of this< nobleman, we shall not pretend to deter- 
mine: but, certain it is, the friends of the ministry proper 
gated a report, that he was the dictator of those measures 
which the prince adopted ; and that, under the specious 
pretext of attachment to the heir apparent of the ci'own, 
be concealed his real aim, which was to perpetuate the 
breach in the royal family. Whatever his sentiments and 
motives might have been, this was no other than a revival 
of the old ministerial clamour, that a man cannot be well 
affected to the 4ctng, if he pretends to censure any measure 
of the administration. 
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III. The weight which the opposition derived from 174a. 
these new confederates in the house of commons was still 
greatly overbalanced by the power, influence, and ability 
that sustained every ministerial project. Mr. Pelham^ 
who chiefly managed the helm of affairs, was generally 
esteemed as a man of honesty and candour, actuated by a 
sincere love for his country, though he had been educated 
in erroneous principles of government, and in some mea- 
sure obliged to prosecute a fatal system, which descended 
to him by inheritance. At this time he numbered Mr. 
Pitt among his fellow-ministers, and was moreover sup- 
ported by many other individuals of distinguished abilities; 
among whom the first place in point of genius was due to 
Mr. M. who executed the office of solicitor-general. This 
gentleman, the son of a noble family in North Britain, 
had raised himself to great eminence at the bar, by a most 
keen intuitive spirit of apprehension, that seemed to seize 
every object at first glance ; an innate sagacity, that saved 
the trouble of intense application; and an irresistible 
stream of eloquence, that flowed pure and classical, strong 
and copious, reflecting, in the most conspicuous point of 
view, the subjects over which it rolled, and sweeping be- 
fore it all the slime of formal hesitation, and all the en- 
tangling weeds of chicanery. Yet the servants of the 
crown were not so implicitly attached to the first minister 
as to acquiesce in all his plans, and dedicate their time 
and talents to the support of every court measure indis- 
criminately. This was one material point in which Mr. 
Pelham deviated from the maxims of his predecessor, who 
admitted of no contradiction from any of his adherents or 
fellow-servants, but insisted on sacrificing their whole per- 
ception and faculties to his conduct and disposal. That 
sordid deference to a minister no longer characterised the 
subordinate instruments of the administration. It was not 
unusual to see the great officers of the government divided 
in a parliamentary debate, and to hear the secretary at 
war opposing with great vehemence a clause suggested by 
the chancellor of the exchequer. After all, if we coolly 
connder those arguments which have been bandied about, 
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1746. and retorted with such eagerness and acrimony in the 

house of commons, and divest them of those passionate 

tropes and declamatory metaphors which the spirit of op- 
position alone had produced, we shall find very little left 
for the subject of dispute, and sometimes be puzzled to 
discover any material source of disagreement. 
: IV. In the month of November his majesty opened the 
session of parliament with a speech, acquainting them, 
that the definitive treaty of peace was at length signed by 
aU the parties concerned : that he had made the most 
effectual provision for securing the rights and interests of 
his own subjects ; and procured for his allies the best con- 
ditions which, in the present situation of affairs, could be 
obtained. He said, he had found a general good disposi- 
tion in all parties to bring the negotiation to a happy con- 
clusion ; and observed, that we might promise ourselves a 
long enjoyment of the blessings of peace. Finally, after 
having remarked that times of tranquillity were the proper 
seasons for lessening the national debt, and strengthening 
^e kingdom against future events, he recommended to 
the commons die improvement of the public revenue, the 
maintenance of a considerable naval force, the advance- 
ment of commerce, and the cultivation of the arts of peace. 
This speech, as usual, was echoed back by an address to 
the throne from both houses, containing general expres- 
sions of the warmest loyalty and gratitude to his majesty, 
and implying the most perfect satisfaction and acqui- 
escence in the articles of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapdle. 

V. The members in the opposition, according to cus- 
tom, cavilled at the nature of this address. They ob- 
served, that the late pacification was the worst and most 
inglorious of all the bad treaties to which the English 
nation had ever subscribed ; that it was equally disgrace- 
ful, indefinite, and absurd: they said, the British navy 
had gained such an ascendancy over the French at sea, 
that the sources of their wealth were already choked up ; 
that the siege of Maestricht would have emplojred their 
arms in the Low Countries till the arrival of the Russians; 
and that the accession of these auxiliaries would have 
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thrown the superiority into the scale of the allies. They 1748. 
did not fail to take notice^ that the most important and 
original object of the war was left wholly undecided ; and 
demonstrated the absurdity of their promising, in the ad- 
dress, to make good such engagements as his majesty had 
entered into with his allies, before they knew what those 
engagements were. In answer to these objections, the 
ministers replied, that the peace was in itself rather better 
than could be expected; and that the smallest delay 
might have proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. They 
affirmed, that the Dutch were upon the point of conclud- 
ing a neutrality, in consequence of which their troops 
would have been withdrawn from the allied army ; and in 
that case, even the addition of the Russian auxiliaries 
would not have rendered it a match for the enemy. They 
asserted, that if the war had been prolonged another year, 
the national credit of Great Britain must have been en- 
tirely ruined, many of the pubhc funds having sunk below 
par in the preceding season, so that the ministry had 
begun to despair of seeing the money paid in on the new 
subscription. With respect to the restoration of Cape 
Breton, the limits of Nova Scotia, and the right of navi- 
gating without search in the American seas, which right 
had been left unestabUshed in the treaty, they declared, 
that the first was an unnecessary expense, of no conse- 
quence to Great Britain; and that the other two were 
points in dispute, to be amicably settled in private confer- 
ences by commissaries duly authorized ; but by no means 
articles to be established by a general treaty. 

VI. What the opposition-wanted in strength, it endea- 
voured to make up with spirit and perseverance. Every 
ministerial motion and measure was canvassed, sifted, and 
decried with uncommon art and vivacity : but all this little 
availed against the single article of superior numbers; and 
accordingly this was the source of certain triumph in ail 
debates in which the servants of the crown were united. 
The nation had reason to expect an immediate mitigation 
in the article of annual expense, considering the number 
of troops and ships of war which had been reduced at the 
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1748. ratification of the treaty; but they were disagreeably un- 
deceived in finding themselves again loaded with very ex- 
traordinary impositions, for the payment of a vast debt 
which government had contracted in the course of the 
war, notwithstanding the incredible aids granted by par- 
liament. The committee of supply estabhshed four points 
of consideration, in their deliberations concerning the sums 
necessary to be raised ; namely, for fulfilling the engage- 
ments which the parliament had entered into with his 
inajesty, and the services undertaken for the success of 
the war ; for discharging debts contracted by government 
for making good deficiencies ; and for defraying the cur- 
rent expense of the year. It appeared, that the nation 
owed four and forty thousand pounds to the elector of 
Bavaria; above thirty thousand to the duke of Brunswick; 
the like sum to the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel; and near 
nine thousand pounds to the elector of Mentz. The 
queen of Hungary claimed an arrear of one hundred thou- 
sand pounds. The city of Glasgow, in North Britain, 
presented a petition, praying to be reimbursed the sum of 
ten thousand pounds, extorted from that corporation by 
the son of the pretender during the rebellion. One hun- 
dred and twelve thousand pounds were owing to the forces 
in North America and the East Indies ; besides near half 
a million due on extraordinary expenses incurred by the 
land forces in America, Flanders, and North Britain, by 
the office of ordnance, and other services of the last year, 
to which the parliamentary provision did not extend. 
The remaining debt of the ordnance amounted to above 
two hundred and thirty thousand pounds: but the navy 
bills could not be discharged for less than four millions. 
An addition of two millions three hundred and seventy- 
four thousand three hundred and thirty-three pounds fifr 
teen shillings and twopence was also required for the 
current service of the year. In a word, the whole annual 
supply exceeded eight millions sterling — a sum at which 
the whole nation expressed equal astonishment and dis- 
gust. It was charged upon the duties on malt, mum, 
eider, and perry, the land tax at four shillings in the 
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pound, annuities on the sinking fund, an application of 1748. 
one million from that deposit, and the loan of the like sum 
to be charged on the first aids of next session. The num- 
ber of seamen was reduced to seventeen thousand, and 
that of the land forces to eighteen thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-seven, including guards and garrisons. 

VII. Every article of expense, however, was warmly 
disputed by the anti-courtiers ; especially the demand of 
the queen of Hungary, which was deemed unreasonable, 
exorbitant, and rapacious, considering the seas of blood 
which we had shed, and the immensity of treasure we had 
exhausted, for her benefit: and surely the subjects of this 
nation had some reason to complain of an indulgence of 
this nature, granted to a power which they had literally 
snatched from the brink of ruin — a power whose quarrel 
they had espoused with a degree of enthusiasm that did 
much more honour to their gallantry than to their discre- 
tion — a power that kept aloof, with a stateliness of pride 
peculiar to herself and family ; and beheld her British 
auxiliaries fighting her battles at their own expense ; while 
she squandered away, in the idle pageantry of barbarous 
magnificence, those ample subsidies which they advanced 
in order to maintain her armies, and furnish out her pro- 
portion of the war. The leaders of the opposition ne- 
glected no opportunity of imbittering the triumphs of 
their adversaries : they inveighed against the extravagance 
of granting sixteen thousand pounds for the pay of general 
and staff officers, during a peace that required no such es- 
tablishment, especially at a juncture when the national en- 
cumbrances rendered it absolutely necessary to practise 
every expedient of economy. They even combated the 
request of the city of Glasgow, to be indemnified for the 
extraordinary exaction it underwent from the rebels ; 
though it appeared, from unquestionable evidence, that 
this extraordinary contribution was exacted on account of 
that city's peculiar attachment to the reigning family ; that 
it had always invariably adhered to revolution principles ; 
and, with an unequalled spirit of loyalty and zeal for the 
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1748, protestant succession^ distinguished itself both in the last 
and preceding rebellion. 

VIII. But the most violent contest arose on certain re* 
gulations which the ministry wanted to establish in two 
bills relating to the sea and land service. The first, under 
the title of a bill for amending, explaining, and reducing 
into one act of parliament the laws relating to the navy, 
was calculated solely with a view of subjecting half-pay 
oflScers to martial law — a design which not only furnished 
the opposition with a plausible handle for accusing the 
ministers as intending to encroach upon the constitution, 
in order to extend the influence of the crown, but also 
alarmed the sea officers to such a degree, that they as- 
sembled to a considerable number, with a view to deliber- 
ate upon the proper means of defending their privileges 
and liberties from invasion. The result of their consulta- 
tions was a petition to the house of commons, subscribed 
by three admirals and forty- seven captains, not members 
of parliament, representing, that the bill in agitation con- 
tained several clauses, tending to the injury and dishonour 
of all naval officers, as well as to the detriment of his ma- 
jesty's service ; and that the laws already in force had been 
always found effectual for securing the service of officers 
on half-pay upon the most pressing occasions: they there- 
fore hoped, that they should not be subjected to new 
hardships and discouragements ; and begged to be heard 
by their counsel before the committee of the whole house, 
touching such parts of the bill as they apprehended would 
be injurious to themselves and the other officers of his 
majesty's navy. This petition was presented to the house 
by sir John Norris, and the motion for its being read was 
seconded by sir Peter Warren, whose character was uni- 
versally esteemed and beloved in the nation. This mea- 
sure had like to have produced very serious consequences. 
Many commanders and subalterns had repaired to the ad- 
miralty, and threatened, in plain terms, to throw up their 
commissions in case the bill should pass into a law ; and a 
general ferment was begun among all the subordinate 
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members of the navy. A motion was made, that the peti- 1748^ 
tionera, according to their request^ should be heard by 
their counsel; and this proposal was strongly urged by 
the first orators of the anti-ministerial association; but the 
minister^ confiding in his own strength, reinforced by the 
abilities of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr. Fox the se- 
cretary at war, strenuously opposed the motion, which, 
upcm a division, was thrown out by a great majority. The 
several articles of the bill were afterwards separately de* 
bated with great warmth ; and though Mr. Pelham had^ 
with the most disinterested air of candour, repeatedly de- 
clared that he required no support, even from his own ad- 
herents, but that which might arise from reason unre- 
strained, and full conviction, he, on this occasion, reaped 
all the firuit from their zeal and attachment which could 
be expected from the most implicit complaisance. Some 
plausible amendments of the most exceptionable clauses 
were ofiered, particularly of that whiqh imposed an oath 
upon the members of every court-martial, that they should 
not, on any account, disclose the opinions or transactions 
of any such tribunal. This was considered as a sanction, 
under which any court-martial might commit the most 
flagrant acts of injustice and oppression, which even par- 
liament itself could not redress, because it would be imp 
possible to ascertain the truth, eternally sealed up by this 
absurd obligation. The amendment proposed was, that 
the members of a court-martial might reveal the transac- 
tions and operations of it, in all cases wherein the courts 
of justice, as the law now stands, have a right to interfere, 
if required thereto by either house of parliament : a very 
reasonable mitigation, which, however, was rejected by 
the majority. Nevertheless the suspicion of an intended 
encroachment had raised such a clamour without doors, 
and diffused the odium of this measure so generally, that 
the minister thought proper to drop the projected article 
of war, subjecting the reformed officers of the navy to the 
jurisdiction of courts-martial ; and the bill being also soft- 
ened in other particulars, during its passage through the 
upper house, at length received the royal assent. 
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174a IX. The flame which this act had kindled, was rather 
increased than abated on the appearance of a new mutiny 
billy replete with divers innovations, tending to augment 
the influence of the crown, as well as the authority and 
power of a military jurisdiction. AH the articles of war 
established since the reign of Charles the second, were 
submitted to the inspection of the commons ; and in these 
appeared a gradual spirit of encroachment, almost imper- 
ceptibly deviating from the civil institutes of the English 
constitution, towards the establishment of a military do- 
minion. By this new bill, a power was vested in any com- 
mander-in-chief to revise and correct any legal sentence of 
a court-martial, by which the members of such a court, 
corresponding with the nature of a civil jury, were ren- 
dered absolutely useless, and the commander in a great 
measure absolute; for he had not only the power of sum- 
moning such officers as he 'might choose to sit on any 
trial — a prerogative unknown to any civil court of judica- 
ture — but he was also at liberty to review and alter the 
sentence ; so that a man was subject to two trials for the 
same offence, and the commander-in-chief was judge both 
of the guilt and the punishment. By the final clause of 
thb bill, martial law was extended to all officers on half- 
pay ; and the same arguments which had been urged 
against this article in the navy bill, were now repeated 
and reinforced with double fervour. Many reasons were 
offered to prove that the half-pay was allotted as a recom- 
pense for past services ; and the opponents of the bill 
affirmed, that such an article, by augmenting the depend- 
ents of the crown, might be very dangerous to the consti- 
tution. On the other hand, the partisans of the ministry 
asserted, that the half-pay was granted as a retaining fee ; 
and that originally all those who enjoyed this indulgence 
were deemed to be in actual service, consequently subject 
to martial law. Mr. Pitt, who at this time exercised the 
office of paymaster-general with a rigour of integrity un- 
known to the most disinterested of all his predecessors in 
that department, espoused the clause in dispute, as a ne- 
cessary extension of military discipline, which could never 
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be attended witb any bad consequence to the liberty of the 1748. 
nation. The remarks which he made on this occasion im- 
plied an opinion, that our liberties wholly existed in de- 
pendence upon the direction of the sovereign, and the 
virtue of the army. '' To that virtue/* said he, *' we trust 
even at this hour, small as our army b ; to that virtue we 
must have trusted, had this bill been modelled as its warm* 
est opposers could have wished ; and without this virtue, 
should the lords, the commons, and the people of England 
entrench themselves behind parchment up to the teeth, 
the sword will find a passage to the vitals of the constitu- 
tion." All the disputed articles of the bill being sustained 
on the shoulders of a great majority, it was conveyed to 
the upper house, where it excited another violent contest. 
Upon the question whether oflScers on half-pay had not 
been subject to martial law, the judges were consulted and 
divided in their sentiments. The earl of Bath declared 
his opinion, that martial law did not extend to reformed 
officers; and opened all the sluices of hb ancient elo- 
quence. He admitted a case, which was urged* of seven ^ 
officers on half-pay, who, being taken in actual rebellion 
at Preston, in the year 174*5, had been executed on the 
spot by martial law, in consequence of the king's express 
order. He candidly owned, that he himself was secretary 
at war at that period ; that he had approved of this order, 
and even transmitted it to general Carpenter, who com- 
manded at Preston ; but now his opinion w^ entirely 
changed. He observed, that when the forementioned re- 
bellion first broke out, the house presented an address to 
the king, desiring his majesty would be pleased to employ 
all half-pay officers, and gratify them with whole pay; 
and, indeed, all such officers were voted on whole pay by 
the house of commons. They were afterwards apprised 
of this vote by an advertisement in the gazette, and or- 
dered to hold themselves in readiness to repair to such 
places as should be appointed ; and finally commanded to 
repair by such a day to those places, on pain of being 
struck off the half- pay list. These precautions would have 
been unnecessary, had they been deemed subject to mar- 
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1748. asaifltance as should enable them not only to pay thehr 
debts, but also to maintain the forts in a defensible con- 
dition. This petition, recommended to the house in a 
message from his majesty, was corroborated by another 
in behalf of the company's creditors. Divers merchants 
of London, interested in the trade of Africa and the 
British plantations in America, petitioned the house, that, 
as the African trade was of the utmost importance to the 
nation, and could not be supported without forts and set- 
tlements, some effectual means should be speedily taken 
for protecting and extending this valuable branch of com- 
merce. A fourth was offered by the merchants of Liver- 
pool, representing, that the security and protection of the 
trade of Africa must always principally depend upon his 
majesty's ships of war being properly stationed on that 
coast, and seasonably relieved; and that such forts and 
settlements as might be judged necessary for marks of 
sovereignty and possession, would prove a nuisance and a 
burthen to the trade, should they remain in the hands of 
any joint stock company, whose private interest always 
had been, and ever would be, found incompatible with 
the interest of the separate and open trader. They there- 
fore prayed, that the said forts might either be taken into 
his majesty's immediate possession, and supported by the 
public, or committed to the merchants trading on that 
coast, in such a manner as the house should judge expe- 
dient, without vesting in them any other advantage, or 
right to the commerce, but what should be common to all 
his majesty's subjects. This remonstrance was succeeded 
.by another, to the same effect, from the master, wardens, 
assistants, and commonalty of the society of merchant ad- 
venturers within the city of Bristol. All these petitions 
were referred to a committee appointed to deliberate on 
this subject ; who agreed to certain resolutions, implying, 
that the trade to Africa should be free and open ; that 
the British forts and settlements on that coast ought to be 
maintained, and put under proper direction ; and that, in 
order to carry on the African trade in the most beneficial 
manner to these kingdoms, all the British subjects trading 
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to Africa should be united in one open companyi without 1748. 
any joint stock, or power to trade as a corporation. A 
bill was immediately founded on these resolutions, which 
alarmed the company to such a degree, that they had re* 
course to another petition, demonstrating their right to 
the coast of Africa, and expressing their reliance on the 
justice of the house, that they should not be deprived of 
their property without an adequate consideration. In a 
few days, a second address was offered by their creditors, 
complaining of the company's mismanagement; promising 
to surrender their right, as the wisdom of parliament 
should prescribe; praying that their debts might be in- 
quired into ; and that the equivalent to be granted for the 
company *s possessions might be secured and applied, in 
the first place, for their benefit. The commons, in conse- 
quence of this petition, ordered the company to produce 
a list of their debts, together with a copy of their charter, 
and two remonstrances, which their creditors had pre- 
sented to them before this application to parliament. A 
committee of the whole house, having deliberated on these 
papers and petitions, and heard the company by their 
counsel, resolved to give them a reasonable compensation 
for their charter, lands, forts, settlements, slaves, and 
effects, to be, in the first place, applied towards the pay- 
ment of their creditors. A bill being formed accordingly, 
passed the commons, and was conveyed to the upper house, 
where a great many objections were started ; and for the 
present it was dropped, until a more unexceptionable plan 
should be concerted. In the mean time their lordships 
addressed his majesty, that the lords commissioners for 
trade and plantations might be directed to prepare a 
scheme on this subject, to be laid before both houses of 
parliament at the beginning of next session : that instant 
orders should be given for the preserving and securing 
the forts and settlements on the coast of Guinea belonging 
to Great Britain : and, that proper persons should be ap- 
pointed to examine into the condition of those forts, as 
well as of the military stores, slaves, and vessels belonging 
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1740. to the African company, bo as to make a faithful report of 
' these particnlarsi with all possible expedition. 

XII. The ministry having professed an inclination, 
and indeed shown a disposition, to promote and extend 
the commerce of the kingdom, the commons resolved to 
take some steps for encouraging the white fishery along 
tiie northern coast of the island, which is an inexhaustible 
source of wealth to our industrious neighbours the Dutch, 
who employ annually a great number of hands and vessels 
in this branch of commerce. The sensible part of the 
British people, reflecting on this subject, plainly foresaw 
that a fishery under due regulations, undertaken with the 
protection and encouragement of the legislature, would 
not only prove a fund of national riches, and a nursery of 
seamen ; but likewise, in a great measure, prevent any 
future insurrections in the highlands of Scotland, by dif- 
fusing a spirit of industry among the natives of that coun- 
try, who finding it in their power to become independent, 
on the fruits of their own labour, would soon enfranchise 
themselves from that slavish attachment, by which they 
kad been so long connected with their landlords the chief- 
tains. Accordingly, a committee was appointed to deli- 
berate on the state of the British fishery ; and upon their 
report a bill was founded for encouraging the whale fishery 
on the coast of Spitzbergen, by a bounty of forty shillings 
per ton for every ship equipped for that undertaking. 
The bill having made its way through both houses, and 
obtained the royal assent, the merchants in difierent parts 
of the kingdom, particularly in North Britain, began to 
build and fit out ships of great burthen, and peculiar 
structure, for the purposes of that fishery, which ever 
since hath been carried on with equal vigour and success. 
Divers merchants and traders of London having presented 
to the house of commons a petition, representing the 
benefits that would accrue to the community from a her- 
ring and cod fishery, established on proper principles, 
and carried on with skill and integrity, this remonstrance 
was referred to a committee, upon whose resolutions a bill 
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was formed; but, before this could be discussed in the 1748. 
house, the parliament was prorogued^ and of consequence 
this measure proved abortive. 

XIII. The next regulation proposed in favour of trade, 
was that of laying open the commerce of Hudson's Bay, 
in the most northern parts of America, where a small mo- 
nopoly maintained a few forts and settlements, and prose- 
cuted a very advantageous fur trade with the Indians of 
that continent. It was suggested, that the company had 
long ago enriched themselves by their exclusive privilege; 
that they employed no more than four annual ships ; that, 
contrary to^an express injunction in their charter, they 
discouraged all attempts to discover a north-west passage 
to'the East Indies ; that they dealt cruelly and perfidiously 
with the poor Indians, who never traded with them ex- 
cept when compelled by necessity, so that the best part of 
the fur trade had devolved to the enemies of Great Bri- 
tain; and that their exclusive patent restricted to very 
narrow limits a branch of commerce, which might be cul- 
tivated to a prodigious extent, as well as to the infinite 
advantage of Great Britain. Petitions, that the trade of 
Hudson's Bay might be laid open, were presented to the 
house by the merchants of London, Great Yarmouth, and 
Wolverhampton ; and a committee was appointed to deli- 
berate upon this subject. On the other hand, the com- 
pany exerted themselves in petitions and private applir 
cations, for their own preservation. The committee 
examined many papers and records; and the report was 
taken into consideration by the whole house. Many evi- 
dences were interrogated, and elaborate speeches made, 
on both sides of the question. At length a majority 
seemed satisfied that the traffic on the coast of Hudson's 
Bay could not be preserved without forts and settlements, 
which must be maintained either by an exclusive company^ 
or at the public expense; and as this was not judged a 
proper juncture to encumber the nation with any charge 
of that kind, the design of dissolving the company was 
laid aside till a more favourable opportunity. 

XIV. The government had, during the war, found 
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1748. great diflSculty in pressing men for the service of the navy 

— a practice which, however sanctioned by necessity, is 

nevertheless a flagrant encroachment on the liberty of the 
subject, and a violent outrage against the constitution of 
Great Britain. The ministry, therefore, had employed 
some of their agents to form a scheme for retaining in time 
of peace, by means of a certain allowance, a number of 
seamen who should be registered for the purpose, and be 
ready to man a squadron upon any emergency. Such a 
plan, properly regulated, would have been a great ad- 
vantage to commerce, which is always distressed by the 
practice of pressing seamen ; and at the same time a 
great security to the kingdom in dangerous conjunctures, 
when it may be necessary to equip an armament at a mi- 
nute's warning. The house of commons being moved upon 
this subject, agreed to divers resolutions, as a foundation 
for the bill : but the members in the opposition affecting 
to represent this measure in an odious light, as an imitation 
of the French method of registering seamen without their 
own consent, Mr. Pelham dropped it, as an unpopular 
project. 

XV. Information having been received, that the French 
intended to settle the neutral islands of St. Lucia, Domi- 
nica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, in the West Indies, the 
nation had taken the alarm in the beginning of the year ; 
and a motion was made in the house of commons to ad- 
dress his majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
give directions for laying before the house copies of the 
instructions given to the governors of Barbadoes for ten 
years last past, so far as they related to these neutral 
islands ; but whether the minister was conscious of a ne- 
glect in this particular, or thought such inquiries trenched 
upon the prerogative, he opposed the motion with all his 
might; and after some debate, the previous question 
passed in the negative. This was also the fate of another 
motion made by the earl of E — t for an address, entreat- 
ing his majesty would submit to the inspection of the 
house all the proposals of peace that had been made by 
the French king since the year which preceded the last 
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rebellion^ to that in which the definitive treaty was con- 1748. 
eluded at Aix-la-Chapelle. This they proposed as a 
previous step to the parUament*s forming any opinion con- 
cerning the utihty or necessity of the peace which had 
been estabHshed. Violent debates ensued, in whicli the 
opposition was as much excelled in oratory as outnum- 
bered in votes. Such were the material transactions of 
this session, which in the month of June was closed as 
usual with a speech from the throne ; in which his majesty 
signified his hope, that the parliament, at their next meet- 
ing, would be able to perfect what they had now begun 
for advancing the trade and navigation of the kingdom. 
He likewise expressed his satisfaction at seeing public 
credit flourish at the end of an expensive war; and re- 
commended unanimity as the surest bulwark of national 
security. 

XVI. While the ministry, on some occasions, exhibited 
all the external signs of moderation and good humour ; 
they, on others, manifested a spirit of jealousy and resent- 
ment, which seems to have been childish and illiberal. 
Two or three young riotous students at Oxford, trained 
up in prejudice, and heated with intemperance, uttered 
some expressions, over their cups, implying their attach- 
ment to the family of the pretender. The report of this 
indiscretion was industriously circulated by certain worth- 
less individuals, who, having no reUance on their own in- 
trinsic merit, hoped to distinguish themselves as the tools 
of party, and to obtain favour with the ministry by acting 
as volunteers in the infamous practice of information. 
Though neither the rank, age, nor connexions of the de- 
linquents were such as ought to have attracted the notice 
of the pubhc, the vice-chancellor, heads of houses, and 
proctors of the university, knowing the invidious scrutiny 
to which their conduct was subjected, thought proper to 
publish a declaration, signifying their abhorrence of all 
seditious practices, their determined resolution to punish 
all offenders to the utmost severity and rigour of the 
statutes ; and containing peremptory orders for the regu- 
lation of the university. Notwithstanding these wise and 
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226 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1748. salutary precautions, the three boys, who, in the heat of 
their intoxication, had drunk the pretender's health, were 
taken into custody by a messenger of state ; and two of 
them being tried in the court of king's bench, and found 
guilty, were sentenced to walk through the couits of 
Westminster with a specification of their crime fixed to 
their foreheads; to pay a fine of five nobles each; to be 
imprisoned for two years, and find security for their good 
behaviour for the term of seven years after their enlarge- 
ment. Many people thought they saw the proceedings of 
the star-chamber revived in the severity of this punish- 
ment. The administration, not yet satisfied with the 
vengeance which had been taken on these three striplings, 
seemed determined to stigmatize the university to which 
they belonged. The cry of jacobitism was loudly trum- 
peted against the whole community. The address of the 
university congratulating his majesty on the establishment 
of the peace was rejected with disdain, and an attempt 
was made to subject their statutes to the inspection of the 
king's council ; but this rule, being argued in the court of 
king's bench, was dismissed, in consequence of the opin- 
ions given by the judges. Finally, the same tribunal 
granted an information against Dr. Purnel, the vice-chan- 
cellor, for his behaviour in the case of the rioters above- 
mentioned : but this was countermanded in the sequel, his 
conduct appearing unexceptionable upon a more cool and 
impartial inquiry. 

XVII. In proportion as Oxford declined, her sister 
university rose in the favour of the administration, which 
she at this period cultivated by an extraordinary mark of 
compliance and attachment. The dignity of chancellor 
of the university being vacated by the death of the duke 
. of Somerset, the nation in general seemed to think it 
would naturally devolve upon the prince of Wales, as a 
compliment at all times due to that rank ; but more espe- 
cially to the then heir apparent, who had eminently dis- 
tinguished himself by the virtues of a patriot and a prince. 
He had even pleased himself with the hope of receiving 
this mark of attachment from a seminary for which he en- 
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tertained a particular regard. But the ruling members, 1748, 

seeing no immediate prospect of advantage in glorifying 

even a prince who was at variance with the ministry, wisely 
turned their eyes upon the illustrious character. of the 
duke of Newcastle, whom they elected without opposition, 
and installed with great magnificence; learning, poetry, 
and eloquence, joining their efforts in celebrating the 
shining virtues and extraordinary talents of their new 
patron. 

XVIII. Although opposition lay gasping at the feet of 
power in the house of commons, the people of England 
did not yet implicitly approve all the measures of the ad- 
ministration ; and the dregs of faction, still agitated by an 
internal ferment, threw up some ineffectual bubbles in 
different parts of the kingdom. Some of those who made 
no secret of their disaffection to the reigning family, de- 
termined to manifest their resentment and contempt of 
certain noblemen and others, who were said to have aban- 
doned their ancient principles, and to have sacrificed their 
consciences to their interest. Many individuals, animated 
by the fiiimes of inebriation, now loudly extolled that 
cause which they durst not avow when it required their 
open approbation and assistance; and, though they in- 
dustriously avoided exposing their lives and fortunes to 
the chance of war in promoting their favourite interest 
when there was a possibility of success, they betrayed no 
apprehensions in celebrating the memory of its last effort, 
amidst the tumult of a riot, and the clamours of intemper- 
ance. In the neighbourhood of Lichfield the sportsmen 
of the party appeared in the highland taste of variegated 
drapery; and their zeal descending to a very extraor- 
dinary exhibition of practical ridicule, they hunted, with 
hounds clothed in plaid, a fox dressed in a red uniform.. 
Even the females at their assembly, and the gentlemen at 
the races, affected to wear the chequered stuff by which 
the prince pretender and his followers had been distin- 
guished. Divers noblemen on the course were insulted as 
apostates ; and one personage, of high rank, is said to 
have undergone a very disagreeable flagellation. 

q2 
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1748. XIX. As the public generally suffers at the end of a 
war, by the sudden dismission of a great number of sol- 
diers and seamen, who having contracted a habit of idle- 
nessy and finding themselves without employment and the 
means of subsistence, engage in desperate courses, and 
])rcy upon the community ; it was judged expedient to pro- 
vide an opening, through which these unquiet spirits 
might exhale without damage to the commonwealth. The 
most natural was that of encouraging them to become 
members of a new colony in North America, which, by 
being properly regulated, supported, and improved, might 
be the source of great advantages to its mother country. 
Many disputes had arisen between the subjects of Eng- 
land and Trance, concerning the limits of Nova Scotia, 
which no treaty had as yet properly ascertained. A fort 
had been raised, and a small garrison maintained, by the 
king of Great Britain, at a part of this very country called 
Annapolis Koyai, to overawe the French neutrals settled 
in the neighbourhood : but this did not answer the pur- 
pose for which it was intended. Upon every rupture or 
dispute between the two crowns, these planters, forgetting 
their neutrality, intrigued with the Indians, communicated 
intelligence to their own countrymen settled at St. John*s 
and Cape Hroton, and did all the ill offices their hatred 
could suggest against the colonies and subjects of Great 
Britain. A scheme was now formed for making a new 
establishment on the same peninsula, which should further 
confirm and extend the property and dominion of the 
crown of Great Britain in that large tract of country, dear 
the uncultivated grounds, constitute communities, difiuse 
the benefits of population and agriculture,. and improve 
the fishery of that coast, which might be rendered a new 
source of wealth and commerce to Old England. The 
particulars of the plan being duly considered, it was laid 
before his majesty, who approved of the design, and re- 
execution of it to the board of trade and plan* 
which the earl of Halifax presided. This 
ndued by nature with an excellent capadtya 
« diligently and judiciously cultivated, anl- 
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mated with liberal sentiments, and fired with an eager 
spirit of patriotism, adopted the plan with the moat gene- 
rous ardour, and cherished the infant colony with paternal 
affection. The commissioners for trade and plantations 
hnmediately advertised, under the sanction of his majesty's 
authority, that proper encouragement would be given to 
such of the officers and private men, lately dismissed from 
the land and sea service, as were willing to settle, with or 
without famihes, in the province of Nova Scutta: that the 
fee-simple, or perpetual property, of fifty acres of land 
should be granted to every private soldier or seaman, free 
from the payment of any <{uit-Tents or taxes for the term 
of ten years ; at the expiration of which no person sliould 
pay more than one shilling per annum for every fifly acres 
so granted : that, over and above tlieae fifty, each person 
should receive a grant often acres for every individual, 
including women and children, of which Iiis family should 
consist: that further grants should foe made to them as 
the number should increase, and in proportion as they 
should manifest their abihties in agriculture: that every 
officer, under the rank of ensign in the land service, or 
lieutenant in the navy, should be gratified with fourscore 
acres on the same conditions: that two hundred acres 
should be bestowed upon ensigns, three hundred upon 
lieutenants, four hundred upon captains, and six hundred 
on every officer above that degree, with proportionable 
considerations for the number and increase of every family : 
that the lands should be parcelled out aa soon ■■ possible 
after the arrival of the colonists, and a civil government 
established; by virtue of which they should enjoy all tho 
liberties and privileges of British subjects, with proper 
security and protection : that the settlers, with their fanu- 
lies, should be conveyed to Nova Scotia, and iiiaiiititinc^ 
for twelve months after their arrival, at tlte expwiHe oTdl^ 
government; wlfich should alsc 
and ammunition, ae fur as s 
their defence, with proper b 
ing and cultivating tl 
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1748. ing the fishery, and such other purposes as should be 
judged necessary for their support. 

XX. The scheme was so feasible, and the encourage- 
ment so inviting, that in a little time about four thousand 
adventurers, with their families, were entered, according 
to the directions of the board of trade, who, in the begin- 
ning of May, set sail from England, under the command 
of colonel Cornwallis, whom the king had appointed their 
governor ; and towards the latter end of June arrived at 
the place of their destination, which was the harbour of 
Chebuctou, on the seacoast of the peninsula, about mid- 
way between Cape Canceau and Cape Sable. It is one of 
the most secure and commodious havens in the whole 
world, and well situated for the fishery; yet the climate is 
cold, the soil barren, and the whole country covered with 
woods of birch, fir, pine, and some oak, unfit for the pur- 
poses of timber, but at the same time extremely difficult 
to remove and extirpate. Governor Cornwallis no sooner 
arrived in this harbour, than he was joined by two regi- 
ments of infantry firom Cape Breton, and a company of 
rangers firom Annapolis. Then he pitched upon a spot 
for the settlement, and employed his people in clearing 
the ground for laying the foundations of a town; but some 
inconveniences being discovered in this situation, he chose 
another to the northward, hard by the harbour, on an 
easy ascent, commanding a prospect of the whole penin- 
sula, and well supplied with rivulets of fresh and whole- 
some water. Here he began to build a town on a regular 
plan, to which he gave the name of Halifax, in honour of 
the ;iobleman who had the greatest share in founding the 
colony ; and before the approach of winter above three 
hundred comfortable wooden houses were built, the whole 
surrounded by a strong palisade. This colony, however, 
has by no means answered the sanguine expectations of 
the projectors; for notwithstanding the ardour with which 
the interests of it were promoted by its noble patron, and 
the repeated indulgence it has reaped from the bounty of 
the legislature, the inhabitants have made little or no pro* 
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grets in agriculture ; the fishery is altogether neglected ; 1748. 
and the settlement entirely subsists on the sums expended - 

by the individuals of the army and navy, whose duty 
obliges them to reside in this part of North America. 

XXI. The establishment of such a powerful colony in 
Nova Scotia could not fail giving umbrage to the French 
in that neighbourhood, who, though they did not think 
proper to promulgate their jealousy and disgust, neverthe- 
less employed their emissaries clandestinely in stimulating 
and exciting the Indians to harass the colonists with hos- 
tilities, in such a manner as should effectually hinder them 
from extending their plantations, and perhaps induce them 
to abandon the settlement. Nor was this the only part of 
America in which the French court countenanced such 
perfidious practices. More than ever convinced of the 
importance of a considerable navy, and an extensive plan- 
tation trade, they not only exerted uncommon industry in 
re-establishing their marine, which had suffered so severely 
during the war ; but they resolved, if possible, to extend 
their plantations in the West Indies, by settling the neu- 
tral islands, which we have already mentioned. In the 
beginning of the year, the governor of Barbadoes having 
received intelligence that the French had begun to settle 
the island of Tobago, sent captain Tyrrel thither in a fri- 
gate, to learn the particulars. That officer found above 
three hundred men already landed, secured by two bat- 
teries and two ships of war, and in daily expectation of a 
further reinforcement from the marquis de Caylus, go- 
vernor of Martinique, who had published an ordonnance, 
authorising the subjects of the French king to settle the 
island of Tobago, and promising to defend them froth the 
attempts of all their enemies. This assurance was in an- 
swer to a proclamation issued by Mr. Grenville, governor 
of Barbadoes, and stuck up in the different parts of the 
island, commanding all the inhabitants to remove in thirty 
days, on pain of undergoing military execution. Captain 
Tyrrel, with a spirit that became a commander in the Brit- 
ish navy, gave the French officers to understand, that his 
most christian majesty had no right to settle in the island^ 
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1748. which was declared neutral by treaties ; and that, if they 

would not desist, he should be obliged to employ force in 

driving them from their new settlement. Night coming 
on, and Mr. Tyrrel's ship falling to leeward, the French 
captain seized that opportunity of saiUng to Martinique ; 
and next day the English commander returned to Bar- 
badoes, having no power to commit hostilities. These 
tidings, with a copy of the French governor s ordonnance, 
were no sooner transmitted to the ministry, than they de- 
spatched a courier to the English envoy at Paris, with di- 
rections to make representations to the court of Versailles 
on this subject. The ministry of France, knowing they 
were in no condition to support the consequences of an 
immediate rupture, and understanding how much the mer- 
chants and people of Great Britain were alarmed and in- 
censed at their attempts to possess these islands, thought 
proper to disown the proceedings of the marquis de Cay- 
lus, and to grant the satisfaction that was demanded, by 
sending him orders to discontinue the settlement, and 
evacuate the island of Tobago. At the same time, how- 
ever, that the court of Versailles made this sacrifice for 
the satisfaction of England, the marquis de Puysieux, the 
French minister, observed to the English resident, that 
France was undoubtedly in possession of that island to- 
wards the middle oC the last century. He ought in can- 
dour to have added, that although Lewis the fourteenth 
made a conquest of this island from the Hollanders during 
bis war with that republic, it was restored to them by the 
treaty of Nimeguen, and since that time France could not 
have the least shadow of a claim to number it among her 
settlements. It was before this answer could be obtained 
from the court of Versailles, that the motion, of which we 
have already taken notice, was made in the house of com- 
mons, relating to the subject of the neutral islands ; a mo- 
tion discouraged by the court, and defeated by the ma- 
jority. 

XXII. The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was celebrated by 
fireworks, illuminations, and rejoicings, in which the Eng- 
lish, French, and Dutch seemed to display a spirit of 
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emulation in point of taste and magnificence ; and, in all 
probability, these three powers were sincerely pleased at ~ 
the cessation of the war. England enjoyed a respite from 
intolerable supplies, exorbitant insurance, and interrupted 
commerce; Holland was delivered from the brink of a 
Prencli invasion ; and France bad obtained a breathing- 
time for re-establishing her naval power, for exerting that 
spirit of intrigue, by dint of which she hatb ofien em- 
broiled her neighbours, and for executing plans of insen- 
sible encroachment, which might prove more advantageous 
than the progress of open hostilities. In the affair of To- 
bago, the French king had manifested his inclination to 
avoid immediate disputes with England ; and had exhi- 
bited another proof of the same disposition in his beha- 
viour to the prince pretender, who had excited such a 
dangerous rebellion in the island of Great Britain. 

XXIII. Among those princes and powers who excepted 
against different articles of the treaty of Aix-la- Chapel le, 
the chevalier de St. George, foreseeing that none of the 
plenipotentiaries would receive his protest, employed his 
agents to fix it up in the public places of Aix-la-Chapelle; 
a precaution of very little service to his cause, which all 
the states of Christendom seemed now to have abandoned. 
So little was the interest of bis family considered in this 
negotiation, that the contracting powers agreed, without 
reserve, to a literal insertion of the fifth article of the qua- 
druple alliance ; by which it was stipulated, that neither 
the pretender, nor any of his descendants, should be al- 
lowed to reside within the territories belonging to any of 
the subscribing parties. At the same time the plenipo- 
tentiaries of France promised to those of Great Britain, 
that prince Charles Edward should he iiiiiiicdiati^ly obliged 
to quit the dominions of his most chri»;tian inujescy. No- 
tice of this agreement was accordingly given by the court 
of Versailles to the young adventurer; and as he had de- 
clared he would never return to Italy, Monsieur de Cour- 
teille, the French envoy to the cantons of Sw 
was directed by his sovereign to demand an aai 
prince Edward in the city of Fribourg. Th 
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1748. having complied in this particular with the earnest request 
of his most christian majesty, Mr. Barnaby, the British 
minister to the Helvetic body, took the alarm, and pre- 
sented the magistracy of Fribourg with a remonstrance, 
couched in such terms as gave offence to that regency, 
and drew upon him a severe answer. In vain had the 
French king exerted his influence in procuring this re- 
treat for the young pretender, who, being pressed with 
repeated messages to withdraw, persisted in refusing to 
quit the place, to which he had been so cordially invited 
by his cousin the king of France, and where he said that 
monarch had solemnly promised, on the word of a king, 
that he would never forsake him in his distress, nor aban- 
don the interests of his family. Lewis was not a little per- 
plexed at this obstinacy of prince Edward, which was the 
more vexatious, as that youth appeared to be the darling 
of the Parisians ; who not only admired him for his own 
accomplishments, and pitied him for his sufferings, but 
also revered him, as a young hero lineally descended from 
their renowned Henry the fourth. At length, the two 
English noblemen arriving at Paris, as hostages for the 
performance of the treaty, and seeing him appear at all 
public places of diversion, complained of this circumstance, 
as an insult to their sovereign, and an infringement of the 
treaty so lately concluded. The French king, after some 
hesitation between punctilio and convenience, resolved to 
employ violence upon the person of this troublesome 
stranger, since milder remonstrances had not been able to 
influence his conduct: but this resolution was not taken 
till the return of a courier, whom he despatched to the 
chevalier de St. George ; who, being thus informed of his 
«on*s deportment, wrote a letter to him, laying strong in- 
junctions upon him, to yield to the necessity of the times, 
and acquiesce with a good grace in the stipulations which 
his cousin of France had found it necessary to subscribe, 
for the interest of his realm. Edward, far from complying 
with this advice and injunction, signifled his resolution to 
remain in Paris ; and even declared, that he would pistol 
any man who should presume to lay violent hands on his 
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person. In consequence of this bold declaration^ an es- 1748. 
traordinary council was held at Versailles, when it was de- 
termined to arrest him without further delay, and the 
whole plan of this enterprise was finally adjusted. That 
same evening, the prince entering the narrow lane that 
leads to the opera, the barrier was immediately shut, and 
the Serjeant of the guard called 'VTo arms!" on which 
Monsieur de Vaudreuil, exempt of the French guards, ad- 
vancing to Edward, *' Prince,** said he, '* I arrest you in 
the king*s name, by virtue of this order.** At that instant 
the youth was surrounded by four grenadiers, in order to 
prevent any mischief he might have done with a case of 
pocket pistols which he always carried about him ; and a 
guard was placed at all the avenues and doors of the ope- 
ra-house, lest any tumult should have ensued among the 
populace. These precautions being taken, Vaudreuil, 
with an escort, conducted the prisoner through the garden 
of the Palais Royal to a house where the duke de Biron 
waited with a coach and six to convey him to the castle of 
Vincennes, whither he was immediately accompanied by a 
detachment from the regiment of French guards, under 
the command of that nobleman. He had not remained 
above three days in his confinement, when he gave the 
French ministry to understand, that Le would conform 
himself to the king*s intentions ; and was immediately en- , 
larged, upon giving his word and honour that he would, 
without delay, retire from the dominions of France. Ac- 
cordingly he set out in fopr days from Fontainbleau, at- 
tended by three officers, who conducted him as far as Pont 
Bauvosin on the frontiers, where they took their l^ave of 
him, and returned to Versailles. He proceeded for some 
time on the road to Chamberri, but soon returned into 
the French dominions; and, passing through Dauphine, 
repaired to Avignon, where he was received with extraor- 
dinary honours by the pope's legate. In the mean time) 
his arrest excited great murmurings at Paris ; the inha- 
bitants blaming, without scruple, their king*s conduct in 
this instance, as a scandalous breach of hospitality, as well 
as a mean proof of condescension to the king of England ; 
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1748. and many severe pasquinades relating to this transaction 
were fixed up in the most public places in that metropolis. 
XXIV. Although peace was now re-established among 
the principal powers of the continent, yet another storm 
seemed ready to burst upon the northern parts of Europe, 
in a fresh rupture between Russia and Sweden. Whether 
the czarina had actually obtained information that the 
French faction meditated some revolution of government 
at Stockholm, or she wanted a pretence for annexing Fin- 
land to her empire ; certain it is, she affected to apprehend 
that the prince successor of Sweden waited only for the 
decease of the reigning king, who was very old and infirm, 
to change the form of government, and resume that ab- 
solute authority which some of the monarchs, his prede- 
cessors, had enjoyed. She seemed to think that a prince 
thus vested with arbitrary power, and guided by the 
councils of France and Prussia, with which Sweden had 
lately engaged in close alliance, might become a very 
troublesome and dangerous neighbour to her in the Baltic : 
she, therefore, recruited her armies, repaired her fortifi- 
cations, filled her magazines, ordered a strong body of 
troops to advance towards the frontiers of Finland, and 
declared in plain terms to the court of Stockholm, that if 
any step should be taken to alter the government, which 
she had bound herself by treaty to maintain, her troops 
should enter the territory of Sweden, and she would act 
up to the spirit of her engagements. The Swedish mini- 
stry, alarmed at these peremptory proceedings, had re- 
course to their allies; and, in the mean time, made re- 
peated declarations to the court of Petersburgh, that there 
was no design to make the least innovation in the nature 
of their established government : but little or no regard 
being paid to these representations, they began to put the 
kingdom in a posture of defence ; and the old king gave 
the czarina to understand, that if, notwithstanding the 
satisfaction he had offered, her forces should pass the 
frontiers of Finland, he would consider their march as an 
hostile invasion, and employ the means which God had 
put in his power for the defence of his dominions. 
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XXV. This declaration, in all probability, did not pro- 1748. 
duce such effect as the interposition of his Prussian ma- 
jesty, the most enterprising prince of his time, at the head 
of one hundred and forty thousand of the best troops that 
Germany ever trained. Perhaps he was not sorry that 
the empress of Muscovy furnished him with a plausible 
pretence for maintaining such a formidable army, after the 
peace of Europe had been ascertained by a formal treaty, 
and all the surrounding states had diminished the number 
of their forces. He now wrote a letter to his uncle the 
king of Great Britain, complaining of the insults and 
menaces which had been offered by the czarina to Swe^^ 
den ; declaring, that he was bound by a defensive alliance, 
to which France had acceded, to defend the government 
at present established in Sweden ; and that he would not 
sit still, and tamely see that kingdom attacked by any 
power whatsoever, without acting up to his engagements : 
he therefore entreated his Britannic majesty to interpose 
his good offices, in conjunction with France and him, to 
compromise the disputes which threatened to embroil the 
northern parts of Europe. By this time the Russian 
army had approached the frontiers of Finland : the Swedes 
had assembled their troops, replenished their magazines« 
and repaired their marine: and the king of Denmark, 
jealous of the czarina's designs with regard to the duchy 
of Sleswick, which was contested with him by the prince 
successor of Russia, kept his army and navy on the most 
respectable footing. At this critical juncture, the courts 
of London, Versailles, and Berlin co-operated so effec- 
tually by remonstrances and declarations at Petersburgh 
and Stockholm, that the empress of Russia thought proper 
to own herself satisfied, and all those clouds of trouble 
were immediately dispersed. Yet, in all probability, her 
real aim was disappointed; and, however she might dis- 
semble her sentiments, she never heartily forgave the king 
of Prussia for the share he had in this transaction. That 
monarch, without relaxing in his attention to the support 
of a very formidable miUtary power, exerted very extraor- 
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1748. dinary endeavours in cultivating the civil interests of his 
" country. He reformed the laws of Brandenburgh, and res- 

cued the administration of justice from the frauds of chica- 
nery. He encouraged the arts of agriculture and manufac- 
ture ; and even laid the foundation of naval commerce, by 
establishing an East India company in the port of Elmbden. 

XXVI. Nor did the French ministry neglect any mea- 
sure that might contribute to repair the damage which the 
kingdom had sustained in the course of the war. One half 
of the army was disbanded : the severe imposition of the 
tenth penny was suspended by the king's edict : a scheme 
of economy was proposed, with respect to the finances; and 
the utmost diligence used in procuring materials, as well 
as workmen, for ship-building, that the navy of France 
might speedily retrieve its former importance. In the 
midst of these truly patriotic schemes, the court of Ver- 
sailles betrayed a littleness of genius, and spirit of tyranny, 
joined to fanaticism, in quarrelling with their parliament 
about superstitious forms of religion. The sacraments 
had been denied to a certain person on his death-bed, 
because he refused to subscribe to the bull Unigenitus. 
The nephew of the defunct preferred a complaint to the 
parliament, whose province it was to take cognissance of 
the affair ; a deputation of that body attended the king 
with the report of the resolutions ; and his majesty com- 
manded them to suspend all proceedings relating to a 
matter of such consequence, concerning which he would 
take an opportunity of signifying his royal pleasure. Thb 
interposition was the source of disputes between the crown 
and parliament, which had like to have filled the whole 
kingdom with intestine troubles. 

XXVII. At Vienna, the empress queen was not more 
solicitous in promoting the trade and internal manufac- 
tures of her dominions, by sumptuary regulations, necea- 

• sary restrictions on foreign superfluities, by opening her 
ports in the Adriatic, and giving proper encouragement 
to commerce, than she was careful and provident in re- 
forming the economy of her finances, maintaining a re- 
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spectable body of forces, and guarding, by defensive 1748. 
alliances, against the enterprises of his Prussian majesty, 
on whose militmy power she looked with jealousy and dis- 
trust. In Holland, all the authority and influence of the 
stadtholder were scarcely sufficient to allay the ferments 
excited among the people, by the provisional taxation 
which had succeeded the abolition of the pachters, and 
was indeed very grievous to the subject. As this was no 
more than a temporary expedient, the prince of Orange 
proposed a more equitable plan, which was approved by 
the states, and established with great difficulty. In Italy 
the system of politics seemed to change its complexion. 
The king of Sardinia effected a match between one of the 
infantas of Spain and the prince of Piedmont; and, whe« 
ther irritated by the conduct of the Austrians in the last 
war, or apprehensive of such a powerful neighbour in the 
Milanese, he engaged with the kings of France and Spain 
in a defensive alliance, comprehending the king of the 
t#o Sicilies, the republic of Genoa, and the dukes of 
Modena and Parma. His most catholic majesty, sincerely 
disposed to cultivate the arts of peace, and encourage 
eVery measure that could contribute to the advantage of 
his country, was no sooner released from the embarrass-^ 
ments of war, than he began to execute plans of internal 
economy; to reduce unnecessary pensions, discharge the 
debts contracted in the war, replenish his arsenals, aug* 
ment his navy, promote manufactures, and encourage an 
active commerce by sea, the benefits of which the king* 
dom of Spain had not known since the first discovery and 
conquest of the West Indies. 

XXVIII. The preparations for refitting and increasing 
the navy of Spain were carried on with such extraordinary 
vigour, that other nations believed an expedition was in* 
tended against the corsairs of Algiers, who had for some 
time grievously infested the trade and coasts of the M edi-* 
terranean. The existence of this and other predatory 
republics, which entirely subsist upon piracy and rapine, 
petty states of barbarous ruffians, maintained as it were in 
the midst of powerful nations, which they insult with m^ 
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1748. punity , and of which they even exact an annual contribu- 
" tion, is a flagrant reproach upon Christendom; a reproach 
the greater, as it is foupded upon a low, selfish, illiberal 
maxim of policy. All the powers that border on the Me- 
diterranean, except France and Tuscany, are at perpetual 
war with the Moors of Barbary, and for that reason 
obliged to employ foreign ships for the transportation of 
their merchandise. This employment naturall)^ devolves 
to those nations whose vessels are in no danger from the 
depredations of the barbarians ; namely, the subjects of 
the maritime powers who, for this puny advantage, not 
only tolerate the piratical states of Barbary, but even 
supply them with arms and ammunition, solicit their passes, 
and purchase their forbearance with annual presents, 
which are, in effect, equivalent to a tribute: whereas, 
by one vigorous exertion of their power, they might de- 
stroy^ all their ships, lay their towns in ashes, and totally 
extirpate those pernicious broods of desperate banditti. 
Even all the condescension of those who disgrace them- 
selves with the title of allies to these miscreants, is not 
always suflScient to restrain them from acts of cruelty and 
rapine. At this very period four cruisers from Algiers 
made a capture of an English packet-boat, in her voyage 
from Lisbon, and conveyed her to their city, where she 
was plundered of money and effects to the amount of one 
hundred thousand pounds, and afterwards dismissed. In 
consequence of this outrage, commodore Keppel was sent 
with seven ships of war to demand satisfaction, as well as 
to compromise certain differences which had arisen on 
account of arrears claimed of the English by the dey of 
Algiers. The Mussulman frankly owned, that the money 
having been divided among the captors could not pos- 
sibly be refunded. The commodore returned to Gibral- 
tar; and in the sequel, an Algerine ambassador arrived in 
•London with some presents of wild beasts for his Britannic 
majesty. This transaction was succeeded by another in- 
jurious affront offered by the governor or alcayde of 
Tetuan to Mr. Latton, an English, ambassador, sent thi- 
ther to redeem the British subjects, who had been many 
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years enslaved in the dominions of the king of Morocco. 1748. 
A revolution having lately happened in this empire, Muley ■""— 
Abdallah, the reigning ruffian, insisted upon the ambassa- 
dor's paying a pretended balance for the ransom of the 
captives, as well as depositing a considerable sum, which 
had already been paid to a deceased bashaw ; alleging, 
that as he (the emperor) received no part of it, the pay- 
ment was illegal. Mr. Latton refusing to comply with 
this arbitrary demand, his house was surrounded by a de- 
tachment of soldiers, who violently dragged his secretary 
from his presence, and threw him into a dismal subterra- 
nean dungeon, where he continued twenty days. The 
English slaves, to the number of twenty-seven, were con- 
demned to the same fate ; the ambassador himself was de- 
graded from his character, deprived of his allowance, and 
sequestered from all communication. All the letters di- 
rected to him were intercepted, and interpreted to the 
alcayde : two negro porters were intrusted with the keys 
of all his apartments, and a couple of soldiers posted at 
his chamber door : nay, this Moorish governor threatened 
to load him with irons, and violently seized part of the 
presents designed by his Britannic majesty for the em- 
peror. At length, finding that neither Mr. Latton nor 
the governor of Gibraltar, to whom he had written, would 
deposit the money, without fresh instructions from the 
court of London, the barbarian thought proper to relax 
in his severity: the prisoners were enlarged, the restric- 
tions removed from the person of the ambassador, and, 
after all these indignities offered to the honour of the 
British nation, the balance was paid, and the affair quietly 
adjusted. 

XXIX. Britain, in the mean while, was altogether bar- 
ren of events which might deserve a place in a general 
history. Commerce and manufacture flourished again, to 
such a degree of increase as had never been known in the • 
island : but this advantage was attended with an irresisti- 
ble tide of luxury and excess, which flowed through all 
degrees of the people, breaking down all the mounds of 
civil policy, and opening a way for license and immorality. 

VOL. III. R 
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1748. The highways were infested with riipine and assassination ; 

the cities teemed with the brutal votaries of lewdness, in- 
temperance, and profligacy. The whole land vrsa over- 
spread with a succession of tumult, riot, and insurrection, 
•)Lcited in different parts of the kingdom by the erection 
oi new turnpikes, which the legislature judged necessary 
for the convenience of inland carriage. In order to quell 
diese disturbances, recourse was had to the military 
power ; several individuals were slain, and some were exe- 
cuted as examples. 

XXX. In the month of November the session of par- 
liament was opened with a speech from the throne, in 
which his majesty expressed a particular pleasure in 
meeting them at a time when the perfect re-establishment 
of a general peace had restored to his people the blessings 
of quiet and tranquillity. He said, the good effects of 
these already appeared in the flourishing condition of na- 
tional commerce, and in the rise of public credit, which 
were the foundations of strength and prosperity to these 
kingdoms. He declared, that, during the summeri he 
had used every opportunity of cementing and securing the 
peace ; that it was his firm resolution to do every thing in 
his power for the preservation of it, and religiously adhere 
to the engagements into which he had entered. Finally, 
he took notice of the good disposition he had found in the 
other contracting parties in the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle 
to cherish the public tranquillity of Europe; and he 
earnestly recommended to the two houses the maintenance 
of a strong naval power, as the bulwark of national security. 

XXXI. When the motion was made for an address of 
thanks in the house of commons, the first paragraph of 
his majesty's speech furnished the opposition with a handle 
to declaim against the late treaty. Sir John Hynde Cotton 
observed, that the peace couM not be properly styled com- 
plete, as nothing had been stipulated with respect to the 
article of ** no search ;*' alluding to the interruption our 
commerce had sustained from the Spaniards in the West 
Indies ; a stipulation, without which both houses of par- 
liament had formerly voted that there should be no peace 
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with that kingdom. In the present conjuncture of affairs 1749. 
such an objection savoured rather of party than of pa- 
triotism : and indeed sir John declared, that the remarks 
he made upon the occasion were rather in discharge of 
the duty he owed to his country, than in hope of seeing 
his sentiments espoused by the majority. Some sharp 
altercation was used in the debate which arose on this 
subject ; and many setere invectives were levelled at those 
who negotiated, as well as at those who approved and 
confirmed the treaty. But Mr. Pelham, who sustained 
the whole weight of the debate on the side of administra- 
tion, answered every objection with equal candout add 
ability : and if he failed in proving that the terms of peace 
were as favourable as could be expected, considering th^ 
unfortunate events of the war, and the situatioil of the 
contending powers; he at least demonstrated, that it 
would be the interest of the kingdom to acquiesce for th^ 
present in the treaty which had been concluded, and en- 
deavour to remedy its imperfections by subsequent con- 
ventions, amicably opened among those powers between 
whom any cause of dispute remained. With respect to 
the vote of both houses mentioned by sir John Hytlde 
Cotton, he declared that he had never approved of that 
step when it was first taken ; or, if he had, times and cir- 
cumstances, which Could not be foreseen, would have jus-^ 
tified his deviating from it in the re^-establishment of 
peace. He reminded them, that a parliament of Great 
Britain had once voted *' no peace while any part of the 
West Indies should remain in possession of the Spanish 
king ;" yet a train of incidents, which they could not pos- 
sibly foresee, afterwards rendered it expedient to adopt a 
peace, without insisting upon the accomplishment of that 
condition. In a word, we must own, that in the majority 
of debates excited in the course of this session, the mi- 
nistry derived their triumphs from the force of reason, as 
well as firom the weight of influence. We shall always, 
however, except the effbrts that were made for reducing 
the number of land forces to fifteen thousand, and main- 
taining a greater number of seamen than the ministry pro- 
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1749. posed. On these constitutional points the earl of Eg- 
mont, and the other chiefs of the opposition, expatiated 
with all the energy of eloquence, which, however, was 
frustrated by the power of superior numbers. Ten thou- 
sand seamen were voted for the service of the ensuing 
year, notwithstanding his majesty's injunction to maintain 
a considerable navy ; and the number of land forces was 
continued at eighteen thousand eight hundred and -fifty- 
seven. The sums granted for making good his majesty's 
engagements with the electors of Bavaria and Mentz, 
and the duke of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, amounted to 
fifty-three thousand two hundred and twenty-five pounds 
sterling. The services done by the colonies in North 
America during the war, were gratified with the sum of one 
hundred and twenty-two thousand two hundred and forty- 
six pounds. The expense incurred by the new colony of 
Nova Scotia exceeded seventy-six thousand pounds. A 
small sum was voted for the improvement of Georgia; 
and ten thousand pounds were granted towards the sup- 
port of the British forts and settlements on the. coast of 
Afirica. The sum total granted in this session arose to four 
millions one hundred and forty-one thousand six hundred 
and sixty-one pounds nine shillings and eleven pence half- 
penny, to be raised by the land tax, at three shillings in 
the pound ; the malt and other duties, the surplus of divers 
impositions remaining in the bank and exchequer ; one 
million by annuities, at three per cent, charged on the 
sinking fund, until redeemed by parliament; and nine 
hundred thousand pounds out of the excess or overplus of 
monies denominated the sinking fund. 
" XXXII. But the capital measure which distinguished 
this session of parliament was the reduction of the interest 
on the public funds ; a scheme which was planned and 
executed by the minister, without any national disturbance 
or disquiet, to the astonishment of all Europe ; the differ- 
ent nations of which could not comprehend how it would 
be possible for the government, at the close of a long and 
expensive war, which had so considerably drained the 
country, and augmented the enormous burthen of national 
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debt, to find money for paying off such of the public ere- 1749. 
ditors as might choose to receive the principal, rather 
than submit to a reduction of the interest. It was not 
very much for the honour of the opposition, that some of 
its leading members endeavoured to impede this great 
machine of civil economy, by taking opportimities of affirm- 
ing in parliament, in opposition to his majesty's speech,, 
that the nation, far from being in a flourishing condition, 
was ahnost entirely exhausted; that commerce drooped 
and declined; that public credit stood tottering on the 
brink of ruin; and that all the treaties lately concluded 
among the different powers of Europe were, in effect, dis- 
advantageous and prejudicial to the interests of Great 
Britain. In answer to these assertions, Mr. Pelham un- 
dertook to prove, from the register of exports and imports, 
that the commerce of the kingdom was more extensive at 
this than at any former period ; and that the public credit ' 
was strong enough to admit of an experiment, which he 
would not presume to hazard, except upon a moral cer- 
tainty of its being firmly rooted, beyond the power of ac- 
cident and faction to shake or overturn. He declared, 
that his design of reducing the interest upon the funds 
was the result of the love he bore his country, and an opin- 
ion that it was the duty of the servants of the crown to 
ease the burthens of the people. He said, he had conferred 
on this subject with persons of the most approved know- 
ledge and undoubted experience; and chose to promul- 
gate the method proposed for alleviating the load of the 
national debt, that the public, in knowing the particulars 
of the scheme, might have time to consider them at lei- 
sure, and start such objections as should occur to their 
reflection, before it might be too late to adopt amend- 
ments. He observed, that nothing could more clearly de- 
monstrate the vigour of public credit, and the augmenta- 
tion of national commerce, than the price of stock, which 
had within three years risen to a very considerable in- 
crease ; and the duties on imports, which in nine months 
had added one million to the sinking fund, notwithstand- 
ing a very extraordinary sum which had been paid aa 
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1749. bounties for exported com. He expressed great tender- 
" ness and regard for the interests of those who bad ad- 

vanced their money for the service of the government; 
declaring that his aim was to contrive a fair, honest, and 
equitable method for lessening the national encumbrances, 
by lowering the interest, conformable to parliamentary 
ffdth, and agreeable to the rules of eternal justice. His 
plan was accordingly communicated, canvassed, and ap- 
proved in the house of commons, and an act passed for 
reducing the interest of the funds which constitute the 
national debt \ In pursuance of this act for the reduc- 
tion of the interest, the greater part of the creditors com- 
plied with the terms proposed, and subscribed their re- 
spective annuities before the end of February; but the 
three great companies at first kept aloof, and refused to 
subscribe any part of their capital. 
A. D. 1760. XXXIII. About the middle of March the commons 
ordered the proper officers to lay before them an account 
of the sums which had been subscribed, and these were 
taken into consideration by a committee of the whole 

* The reialutioDi of the oommons on thii bead were printed by auUiority is 
the LondoD Gazette, signifying, that thoie who were, or should be, proprietor* 
of any part of the public debt, redeemable by law, incurred before Michaelmas, 
19 the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, carrying an bterest of 
four per centum per annum, who should, on or before the twenty-eighth day of 
Ftbruary in that year, subscribe their names, signifying their consent to accept 
of an inlerest of three pounds per centum, to commence from the twenty-fifth 
di^ of December, in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, sub- 
ject to the same provisions, notices, and clauses of redemption, to which their 
respective sums at four oer centum were then liable, should, in lieu of their pre- 
sent interest, be entitleo to four per centum till the twenty-fifth day of Decem- 
htr, in the vear one thousand seven hundred and fifty ; and after that day f 
three pounds ten shillings per centum per annum, till the twenty-fifth day of 
December one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven ; and no part of that 
dfbt, except what was due to the East India company, should be redeemable 
to this period : that if any part of the national debt, incurred before last Mi- 
chaelmas, redeemable by law, and carrying an interest of four per centum » 
should remain unsubscribi^d on or before the thirtieth day of May, the govern- 
ment should pay off the principal. For this purpose his majesty was enabled 
to borrow ol any person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, any sum or sums 
of money no.t exceeding that part of the national debt which might remain un- 
subscribed, to be charged on the sinking fund, upon any terms not exceeding the 
rate of interest in the forgoing proposu. 

411 the duties appropriated to th^ payment of the interest were still continued, 
and the surplus or these incorporated with the sinking fund for the discharge of 
th^ nrincipal. Books were opened for the subscription at the exchequer, the 
bank of England, and the Swuth sea house; and copies of these resolutioaa 
transmitted to the directors of all the meoied corporations. 
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bouse. It was then that Mr. Pelham, as chancellor of the 1760. 
exchequer, observed, that besides the debts due to the 
diree great companies in their corporate capacity, all the 
rest, carrying four per centum interest, had been sub*- 
scribed, except about eight or nine millions, the proprie* 
tors of which had forfeited the favour designed them by 
parliament : but as many of these had been misled by evil 
counsellors, who perhaps were more intent on distressing 
the government, than solicitous to serve their friends; and 
as many were foreigners, residing beyond sea, who had not 
time to take proper advice, and give the necessary in- 
structions ; and as these could not possibly be distin- 
guished from such as refuse to subscribe from mere obsti- 
nacy or disaffection, it might be thought cruel to take the 
most rigorous advantage of the forfeiture they had in- 
curred. With respect to the proprietors of the stock or 
capital belonging to the three great companies, he as- 
serted, that many of them would willingly have subscribed 
their properties within the time limited, but were necessa- 
rily excluded by the majority on the ballot ; and as it was 
equally impossible to know those who were against the 
question on the ballot, he thought that some tenderness 
was due even to the proprietors of those three companies: 
his opinion therefore was, that they and the uncomplying 
annuitants should be indulged with further time to com- 
plete their subscriptions; but, in order to preserve the 
authority of parliament, and the respect due to that august 
assembly, they ought not to be gratified with such advan- 
tageous terms as were allowed to the annuitants who at 
first cheerfully complied with the proposals offered by the 
legislature. For these reasons he proposed, that although 
the term of subscribing should be protracted till the thir- 
tieth day of May, th6 encouragement of three pounds ten 
shillings per centum per annum should not be continued 
to the second subscribers longer than till the fifth day of 
December, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-five. The proposal being approved, a bill was framed 
for this purpose, as well as for redeeming such annuities 
as should not be subscribed ; which passed through both 
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1750. houses, and was enacted into a law, after having received 
an additional clause, empowering the East India company, 
in case they should subscribe all their stock bearing an 
interest of four per centum, to borrow, with the consent 
of the treasury, any sums not exceeding four millions two 
hundred thoiisand pounds, after the several rates of in- 
terest before proposed to be paid by the public, and one 
million more at three per centum per annum. They were 
also vested with a power to raise money by bonds as for- 
merly; yet so as the whole, including the annuities, should 
not exceed what they were by former acts empowered to 
borrow. The objections to the execution of this project, 
which by many were deemed insurmountable, entirely 
vanished before the fortitude, perseverance, and caution 
of the minister; who had secured, among the monied men 
of the nation, the promise of such sums as would have 
been sufficient to pay off the capital belonging to those 
creditors who might refuse to accept the interest thus re- 
duced. The second subscription had the desired effect. 
The three great companies acquiesced, and their example 
was followed by the other scrupulous annuitants ; the na- 
tional burthen was comfortably lightened, and the sinking 
fund considerably increased, without producing the least 
perplexity or disturbance in the commonwealth; a circum- 
stance that could not fail to excite the admiration and 
envy of all Christendom. 

XXXIV. The mutiny bill for the ensuing year was mi- 
tigated with an essential alteration, relating to the oath of 
secresy imposed upon the members of every court-martial, 
who were now released from this reserve, if required to 
give evidence, by due course of law, in any court of judi- 
cature : and whereas, by the former mutiny bill, a general 
was empowered to order the revisal of any sentence by a 
court-martial as often as he pleased; and, on that pre-, 
tence, to keep in confinement a man who had been ac- 
quitted upon a fair trial ; it was now enacted, that no sen- 
tence pronounced by any court-martial, and signed by the 
president, should be more than once liable to revisal. 
Colonel George Towashend, son of lord viscount Towns- 
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bendy who had equally distinguished himself by. his civil i7(K). 
and military accomplishments, proposed another clause, 
for preventing any non-commissioned officer being broke 
or reduced into the ranks, or any soldier being punished, 
but by the sentence of a court-martial. He gave the house 
to understand, that certain persons attended at the door, 
who from the station of non-commissioned officers had 
been broke, and reduced into the ranks, without trial, or 
any cause assigned ; and he expatiated not only upon the 
iniquity of such proceedings, but also upon the danger of 
leaving such arbitrary power in the hands of an individual 
officer. A warm debate was the consequence of this mo- 
tion, which, however, was overruled by the majority. 

XXXV. Among other regulations made in the course 
of this session for the encouragement of the British manu- 
factures, a large duty was laid upon Irish sail-cloth, which 
being sold at an under price, was found to interfere with 
the same species of commodity fabricated in the island of 
Great Britain ; and, for the further benefit of this last, 
the bounty Hpon the exportation of it, which had been de- 
ducted from a defective fund, was now made payable out 
of the customs. This measure, however, was not of such 
importance to the nation, as the act which they passed for 
encouraging the importation of ^ig and bar iron from the 
British colonies in North America. Every well-wisher to 
his country reflected with concprn on the nature of the 
British trade with Sweden, from which kingdom the sub- 
jects of his Britannic majesty imported more iron and steel 
than all the other countries in Europe. For this article 
they paid a very great balance in ready money, which the 
Swedes again expended in purchasing from the French, 
and other mercantile powers, those necessaries and super- 
fluities with which they might have been as cheaply fur- 
nished by Great Britain. In the mean time the English 
colonies in America were restricted by severe duties from 
making advantage of their own produce, in exchanging 
their iron for such commodities as they were under the 
necessity of procuring from their mother country. Such 
restriction was not only a cruel grievance upon our own 
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1750. unwearied industry and the most rigid economy, nothing 
could be more absurd than a joint stock company, which 
is. always clogged with extraordinary expense; and the 
resolution of fitting out. vessels at the port of London, 
where all sorts of materials, labour, and seamen are so 
much dearer than in any other part of the united king- 
dom, exclusive of the great distance and dangerous voyage 
between the metropolis and the sound of Brassa in Shet- 
land, the rendezvous at which all the herring busses were 
to assemble in the beginning of the fishing season. They 
likewise took notice of the heavy duty on salt, used in 
curing the fish for sale, and the beef for provision to the 
mariners ; a circumstance of itself sufficient to discourage 
adventurers from embarking in a commerce which, at best, 
yields but very slender profits to the trade in particular, 
how important soever it might prove to the community in 
general. These objections were answered by the duke of 
Argyle and the earl of Granville, who seemed to think 
that this branch of trade could not be fairly set on foot, 
without such a considerable sum of money as no single 
individual would care to advance : that a joint stock com- 
pany would be able to prosecute the fishery at a smaller 
expense than that which particular traders must necessa- 
rily incur: that the present spirit of the nation, which was 
eagerly bent upon trying the experiment, ought not to be 
baulked by delay, lest it should evaporate : and that, 
diough the plan was not unexceptionable, the defects of it 
might in the sequel be remedied by the legislature. In a 
word, the bill was adopted by the majority, with a small 
amendment in the title, which produced some disquiets in 
the lower house : but this dispute was compromised, and 
it was enacted into a law towards the close of the session. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to the public than the 
sanction of the legislature to this favourite plan, which 
was ardently promoted, and patronised by men of the 
greatest eminence for wealth and popularity. The com- 
pany chose for their governor the prince of Wales, who 
received this proof of their attachment and respect with 
particular marks of satisfaction : the president and vice-^ 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 26S 

president were both aldermen of London ; and the coun- 1760. 
cil was composed of thirty gentlemen, the majority of 
whom were members of parliament. Great pains were 
taken, and some artifice was used, to learn the Dutch me- 
thod of curing the fish. People crowded with their sub- 
scriptions ; a number of hands were employed in building 
and equipping the busses or vessels used in the fishery ; 
and the most favourable consequences were expected from 
the general vigour and alacrity which animated these pre- 
parations. But the success did not gratify the sanguine 
hopes of the projectors and adventurers. The objections 
made in the house of lords soon appeared to have been 
well founded : these co-operating with mismanagement in 
the directors, the spirit of the company began to flag, the 
natural consequences of commercial disappointment ; and 
now the British fishery seems to languish under the ne- 
glect of the legislature. 

XXXVII. Touching the trade to the coast of Africa, 
petitions were renewed by the company and its creditors^ 
the merchants of Bristol, Liverpool, and Lancaster ; and 
a remonstrance was presented by the planters and mer- 
chants interested in the British sugar settlements in Ame- 
rica : but the commons adhered to their former resolutions 
of laying open the trade, maintaining the forts at the 
public expense, and regulating the commerce by a com* 
mittee of merchants, representing the chief trading towns 
in the kingdom, to be superintended by the board of trade 
and plantations. The bill was accordingly framed and 
presented, and having proceeded throu^ both houses 
without opposition, obtained the royal assent. Over and 
above these wise, salutary, and patriotic measures for the 
improvement of commerce, they encouraged the importa- 
tion of raw silk by an act, reducing the duties formerly 
payable on that which was the growth of China to the 
same that is raised on the raw silk from Italy, and allow- 
ing the same drawback upon the exportation of the one 
which had been usually granted on the other. A second 
bill was brought in for. the encouragement of the growth 
and culture of silk in Carolina and Georgia,, where it had 
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1760b been lately produced with extraordinary success, by free- 
big firoBi aU duties that which should be imported from 
his majesty's dominions in America; and a third was 
framed 9 permitting raw silk of the growth or produce of 
Persia, purchased in Russia, to be imported into Great 
Britain, from any port or place belonging to the empire 
of Russia. Divers efforts were made, by different mem- 
bers in the opposition, to rectify certain abuses in the 
army and administration : some bills were brought in, and 
several petitions were left on the table ; but all of them 
proved abortive from the power and influence of the 
minister, who seemed resolved that no benefit should flow 
upon the nation through any channel but hb own. Never* 
theless it must be acknowledged, for the honour of hia 
memory, that there is no session on record so productive 
as this was of measures advantageous to the community. 

XXXVIII. The people, however, were not entirely 
satisfied with the conduct of the administration, if we may 
judge firom the ferment and commotions raised during the 
fwogress of an election for a citizen to represent the dty 
of Westminster in parUament. The seat which had been 
filled by lord Trentham, eldest son of earl Gower, having 
become vacant, in consequence of that nobleman'tj accept* 
ing a place at the board of admiralty, he again declared 
himself a candidate, and met with a violent opposition. 
Those who styled themselves the independent electors of 
Westminster being now incensed to an uncommon degree 
4tf turbulence by the interposition of ministerial influence, 
determined to use their utmost endeavours to baffle the 
designs of the court, and at the same time take vengeance 
on the family of earl Gower, who had entirely abandoned 
the opposition, of which he was formerly one of the most 
respected leaders. With this view they held consulta* 
tions, agreed to resolutions, and set up a private gentle- 
man, named sir Qeorge Vandeput, as the competitor of 
lord Trentham, declaring that they would support his pre* 
tensions at their own expense, being the more encouraged 
to this enterprise by the countenance and assistance of 
the prince of Wales and his adherents. They accord- 
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ingly opened houses of entertainment for their partisans, 1760« 
solicited votes^ circulated remonstrances, and propagated '— -*' 
abuse: in a word, they canvassed, with surprising spirit 
and perseverance, against the whole interest of St. James's. 
Mobs were hired and processions made on both sides; and 
the city of Westminster was filled with tumult and uproar. 
The mutual animosity of the parties seemed every day to 
increase during the election, and a great number of un- 
qualified votes were presented on both sides: all the 
powers of insinuation, obloquy, and ridicule, were em- 
ployed to vilify and depreciate both candidates. At 
length the poll being closed, a majority of votes appeared 
in behalf of lord Trentham; but a scrutiny being de* 
manded by the other side, the returning officer complied 
with their request. The speaker of the lower house had 
issued his warrant for a new writ of election about the 
middle of November ; and towards- the end of February 
Mr. Fox, secretary at war, standing up, and observing 
that no return had yet been made, thought proper to 
move» that the clerk of the crown, the messenger extra' 
ordinary attending the great seal, the under sheriff of 
Middlesex, and the high bailiff Of Westminster, should 
attend next morning, and give an account of their issuing^ 
delivering, and executing the writ of election. These 
being examined, and the high bailiff declaring that he 
would proceed with all possible despatch in the scrutiny^ 
which had been demanded and was begun, Mr. Speaket 
explained to him some particulars of his duty ; in the dis-^ 
charge of which, he was given to understand, he might de-* 
pend upon the protection of the house, riiould he meet 
with any obstruction which he could not otherwise sur- 
mount. By the violence and caprice with which a great 
number of votes were contested on both sides, the scrutiny 
was protracted a long time, and the return attended 
with some extraordinary consequences, which shall be 
particularized among the transactions of the next year. 
In the mean time, the present session of parliament was 
closed on the twelfth day of April, with a speech firom 
the throne, commending the commons for having 
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1760. the very first opportunity of reducing the interest of the 
national debt, without the least infringement upon the 
faith of parliament; and congratulating them on the 
flourishing state of the public credit, which could not fail 
to add strength and reputation to the government, both 
at home and abroad. Immediately after the rising of the 
parliament, his majesty appointed a regency to govern the 
kingdom in his absence, and embarked for the continent, 
in order to visit his German dominions. 

XXXIX. The month of January and the beginning of 
February were distinguished, the first day, by a very re- 
markable aurora borealis, appearing at night to the north 
east, of a deep and dusky red colour, like the reflection of 
some great fire, for which it was by many people mis* 
taken ; and the coruscations, unlike those that are gene- 
rally observed, did not meet in the zenith, but in. a point 
some degrees to the southward. February was ushered 
in by terrible peab of thunder, flashes of lightning, and 
such a tempest of wind, hail, and rain, as overwhelmed 
with fisar and consternation the inhabitants of Bristol, 
where it chiefly raged. On the eighth day of the same 
month, between twelve and one in the afternoon,' the 
people of London were still more dreadfully alarmed by 
the shock of an earthquake, which shook all the houses 
with such violence, that the furniture rocked on the floors, 
the pewter and porcelain rattled on the shelves, the cham- 
ber-bells rang, and the whole of this commotion was at- 
tended with a dap or noise resemjbling that produced by 
the fidl of some heavy piece of furniture. The shock ex- 
tended through the cities of London and Westminster, 
and was felt on both sides the river Thames, from Green- 
wich to the westward of London ; but not perceptible at 
a considerable distance. On the very same day of. the 
next month, between five and six o*clock in the morning, 
the inhabitants of the metropolis were again affrighted by 
a second shock, more violent than the first, and abun- 
dantly more alarming, as it waked the greater part of the 
people from their repose. It was preceded by a^succea- 
sion of thick low flashes of lightning, and a rumbling noisei 
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like that of a heavy carriage rolling over a hollow pave* iWk 
ment. The shock itself consisted of repeated vibrationSi ^** 
which lasted some seconds^ and violently shook every 
house from top to bottom. Again the chairs rocked, the 
shelves clattered, the small bells rang, and in some places 
public clocks were heard to strike. Many persons, roused 
by this terrible visitation, started naked from their beds, 
and ran to their doors and windows in distraction : yet no 
life was lost, and no house overthrown by this concussion, 
though it was so dreadful as to threaten an immediate dis- 
solution of the globe. The circumstance, however, did 
not fail to make a deep impression upon ignorant, weak, 
and superstitious minds, which were the more affected by 
the consideration that the two shocks were periodical; 
that the second, which happened exactly one month after 
the first, had been the more violent ; and that the next, 
increasing in proportion, might be attended with the most 
dismal consequences. This general notion was confirmed, 
and indeed propagated, among all ranks of people, by the 
admonitions of a fanatic soldier, who publicly preached 
up repentance, and boldly prophesied that the next shock 
would happen on the same day in April, and totally de- 
stroy the cities of London and Westminster. Consider- 
ing the infectious nature of fear and superstition, and the 
emphatic manner in which the imagination had been pre- 
pared and prepossessed, it was no wonder that the predic- 
tion 'of this illiterate enthusiast should have contributed 
in a great measure to augment the general terror. The 
churches were crowded with penitent sinners : the sons of 
riot and profligacy were overawed into sobriety and deco- 
rum. The streets no longer resounded with execrations, 
or the noise of brutal licentiousness ; and the hand of 
charity was liberally opened. Those whom fortune had 
enabled to retire from the devoted city, fled to the coun- 
try with hurry and precipitation, insomuch that the high- 
ways were encumbered with horses and carriages. Many 
who had, in the beginning, combated these groundless 
fears with the weapons of reason and ridicule, began in- 
sensibly to imbibe the contagion, and felt their hearts fail, ^M 
VOL. HI. A^ i^^ s ^ ^^ 
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neo. in proportion as the hour of probation approached : eveii 
''~'^~~~ science and philosophy were not proof against the iinac- 
countahle effects of this communication. In after ages it 
will hardly be believed, that on the evening of the eighth 
day of April, the open fields Hist skirted the metropolis 
were filled with an incredible number of people assembled 
in chairs, in chaises, and coaches, as well aa on foot, who 
waited in the most fearful suspense, until morning and the 
return of day disproved the truth of the dreaded pro- 
phecy. Then their fears vanished : they returned to 
their respective habitations in a transport of joy ; and were 
soon reconciled to their abandoned vices, which they 
seemed to resume with redoubled affection, and once 
more bade defiance to the vengeance of heaven. 

XL. By this time all the gaols in England were filled 
with the refuse of the army and navy, which having been 
dismissed at the peace, and either averse to labour or ex- 
cluded from employment, had naturally preyed upon the 
commonwealth. Great numbers of those wretches, who 
by proper regulations might have been rendered service- 
able to the community, were executed as examples ; and 
the rest perished miserably, amidst the stench and horrors 
of noisome dungeons. Even the prison of Newgate was 
rendered so infectious by the uncommon crowds of con- 
fined felons, stowed together in close apartments, that the 
very air they breathed acquired a pestilential degree of 
putrefaction. It was this putrified air which, adhering to 

M • the clothes of the malefactors brought to trial at the bar 

i* of the Old Bailey in May, produced among the audience 

' a pestilential fever, which infected and proved fatal to the 

lord mayor of London, to one alderman, two of the judges, 
divers lawyers who attended the session, the greatest part 
of the jury, and a considerable number of the spectators. 
In order to prevent such disasters for the future, the gaols 
were cleansed, and accommodated with ventilators, which 
exhaust the foul and supply a circulation of fresh air; and 
other humane precautions were taken for the benefit of 
the prisoners. 

, ^^^. I XLI. The afi&irs of the continent underwent no re- 
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markable alteration. An ambassador extraordinary being l^so. 
sent to Petersburgh from the court of London declared 
to the czarina's minister, that in case of a rupture be- 
tween Russia and Sveden, occasioned by the hostilities 
committed by the former power, his Britannic majesty 
would consider Russia as the aggressor; and the czarina 
could not expect that he would supply her with the sue- 
cours which he was engaged by treaty to furnish for her 
defence, in case she should be attacked. A declaration 
of the same nature was made by the ambassador of her 
imperial majesty the queen of Hungary; while the mini- 
sters of France and Prussia, who were in strict alliance 
with Sweden, gave her to understand, that they would 
punctually fulfil their engagements with the court of 
Stockholm, should she actually invade the Swedish terri- 
tories of Finland. The spirit with which the king of 
Prussia exerted himself on this occasion, gave infinite um- 
brage to the czarina; who, indeed, expressed her resent- 
ment, by treating the minister of Brandenburgh with con- 
temptuous neglect, and even refused to favour hfra with 
an audience, till he should be vested with the character of 
ambassador. Thus were sown the seeds of misunder- 
standing between those two powers, which, in the sequel, 
grew up to the most bitter animosity, and served to in- 
flame those dissensions which have desolated the fairest 
provinces of Germany. The remonstrance of his Prus- 
sian majesty with respect to the troubles of the north, was 
couched in such terms as gave dissatisfaction to the court 
of Petersburgh. The Russian minister retired from Ber- 
lin without the ceremony of taking leave, and the Prus- 
sian ambassador Warendorf was recalled from the court 
of the czarina. 

Xm. The attention of his Britannic majesty was not 
wholly engrossed by the disputes between Russia and 
Sweden. He had another object in view, which more 
nearly concerned the interest of his German dominions; 
and had set on foot two negotiations of the utmost im- 
portance to the commerce and advantage of Great Bri- 
tain. His first and principal aim was, in conjunction 
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1760. with the court of Vienna, to take such measures as would 
secure the succession of the imperial dignity to the arch- 
duke Joseph, eldest son and heir to the^reigning emperor. 
As the previous step to that elevation, it was proposed to 
elect this young prince king of the Romans ; and for this 
purpose it was necessary to procure a majority not only of 
the electors, but also in the diet of the empire, through 
which the proposal must have passed. No stone was left 
unturned to reconcile this expedient to the German 
princes. Subsidies were offered to the maritime powers 
of England and the states-general, to the electors of 
M entz and Cologne : and a treaty of the same nature was 
concluded with the elector of Bavaria, who, in considera- 
tion of an annual subsidy, amounting to forty thousand 
pounds sterling, two thirds to be paid by Great Britain, 
and the rest by the states-general, engaged to keep in 
readiness a body of six thousand infantry, as auxiliaries 
to the maritime powers, though not to act against the 
emperor or empire ; and to join the interest of his Bri- 
tannic majesty in the diet, as well as in the electoral col- 
lege. In order to render the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony, propitious to this design, he was accommodated 
with the loan of a very considerable sum, upon the mort- 
gage of certain bailiwicks and lordships belonging to the 
Saxon dominions. Thus a majority .of the electors was 
secured, and such foundations were laid for the success oi 
this project, that it was generally believed it would be ac- 
complished in his Britannic majesty's next visit to his 
German dominions. Hopes, it was said, were given to 
the king of Sweden, that his concurrence would be grati- 
fied by erecting the house of Hesse-Cassel, of which he 
was head, into a tenth electorate. Arguments of an in- 
teresting najture were used with the king of Prussia and 
the elector palatine, that, if possible, the diet might una- 
nimously approve of this measure, so necessary for esta- 
blishing the peace of the empire, and preventing such 
troubles as arose from a disputed succession at the death 
of Charles the sixth. These endeavours, however, did 
not succeed in their full extent 
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XLIII. The king of Prussia, as elector of Branden- 1750. 
burgh, opposed the election as unnecessary and impro- ^^""""^ 
per, on account of the health and vigour of the reigning 
emperor, and the tender years of the archduke. This 
monarch had set himself up as a balance to the power of 
the house of Austria, which had long aspired to absolute 
dominion over its co-estates, and endeavoured to establish 
an hereditary right of succession to the empire; he 
therefore employed all his influence to frustrate the mea- 
sure proposed, either actuated by a spirit of pure patriot- 
ism, or inspired with designs which he had not yet 
thought proper to declare. The opposition was joined 
by the elector palatine, and countenanced by the French 
king; who protested, that, for the sake of peace, he would 
not oppose this election, though contrary to the golden 
bull, provided it should be confirmed by the unanimous 
consent of the electoral college: but should any one 
member signify his dissent, and he or any state of the em- 
pire claim the protection and assistance of his most chris- 
tian majesty, he could not dispense with granting both, 
in consequence of his being guarantee of the treaty of 
Westphalia ; an engagement by which he was obliged to 
succour those princes and states of the empire who might 
have recourse to him, in case of any grievance they suf- 
fered contrary to what was stipulated in that constitution. 
This declaration, co-operating with the known character 
of his Prussian majesty, whose great army overawed Han- 
over and Bohemia, in all probability damped that vigour 
with which the courts of Vienna and Herenhausen had 
hitherto prosecuted this important negotiation. 

XLIV. The second object that employed the attention 
of the British ministry, was the establishment of the pre- ^ ^ 

cise limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia, where the new 
colony had suffered great mischief and interruption from 
the incursions of the Indians, excited to these outrages by 
the subjects and emissaries of France. Commissaries had 
been appointed by both crowns to meet at Paris, and 
compromise these disputes : but the conferences were ren- 
dered abortive by every act of cavilling, chicanery, and 
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1750. procrastination^ which the French commissioners opposed 
to the justice and perspicuity of the English claims. 
They not only misinterpreted treaties, though expressed 
with the utmost precision, and perplexed the conferences 
with difficulties and matter foreign to the subject; but they 
carried t}ie finesse of perfidy so far as to produce false 
charts and maps of the country, in which the rivers and 
boundaries were misplaced and misrepresented. At this 
time also the insincerity of the French court appeared in 
affected delays and artful objections, with respect to the 
evacuation of the neutral islands in the West Indies ; and 
the governors of the British plantations, in different parts 
of North America, transmitted intelligence, that the 
French had begun to make encroachments on the back 
of the English colonies. 

XLV. Perhaps the precarious footing on which the 
peace stood between Great Britain and France at this 
juncture, and the critical situation of affairs in Germany, 
determined the ministry of England to compromise all 
differences with Spain, upon such terms as at any other 
time they would hardly have embraced. In order to dis- 
cuss those points between the two nations which had not 
been settled by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, conferences 
were also begun at Madrid, and carried on by Mr. Keene, 
plenipotentiary to his Britannic majesty, and Don Joseph 
de Carvajal and Lancastro, the Spanish king's minister. 
At length a treaty was concluded on these conditions: 
the king of Spain engaged to pay, in three months, to 
the South sea company of England, one hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling, as an indemnification for all claims 
upon his crown by virtue of the Assiento. In other re- 
spects, the trade and navigation of the English to the 
ports of Spain were regulated by former treaties. It was 
stipulated, that they should pay no other duties than 
those that were exacted of them in the reign of Charles 
the second of Spain : that they should be treated on the 
footing of the most favoured nations ; and continue to 
enjoy the privilege of taking salt at the island of Tortuga. 
But there was no article restricting the Spanish guarda 
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costas from searching the British vessels on the high seas ; 1750. 
although, as we have already observed, this insolent pre- 
rogative, assumed without right, and exercised witliout 
humanity, was, in effect, the original and sole cause of the 
late rupture, which had been attended with such enor- 
mous expense to the nation. It must be owned, however, 
that his catholic majesty was at this period extremely 
well disposed to hve upon good terms with Great Britain. 
He was resolved to indulge his people with the blessings 
of peace, to propagate a spirit of industry throughout his 
dominions, and, in particular, to encourage commerce, 
which he foresaw would prove a much more certain and 
inexhaustible source of wealth, power, and influence, than 
all the treasures he could drain from the mines of Mexico 
and Peru. His resolutions on this interesting subject 
were chiefly directed by Don Ricardo Wall, who now 
acted as his minister at London ; a gentleman of Irish ex- 
tract, who had distinguished himself in the field as well as 
in the cabinet, and possessed the joint qualifications of a 
general and a statesman. He had, by virtue of a pass- 
port, come over privately to England before the peace, in 
order to pave the way for the treaty by a secret negotia- 
tion with the English ministers ; but immediately after the 
peace was proclaimed, he appeared in the character of 
ambassador. He was possessed of the most insinuating 
address, shrewd, penetrating, and inquisitive. While he 
resided in London, he spared no pains in learning the 
nature of those manufactures, and that commerce, by 
which Great Britain had been so remarkably aggrandized ; 
and on his return to Spain, where in a little time he was 
placed at the helm of affairs, he turned the knowledge he 
had thus acquired to the advantage of his country. He 
not only promoted the useful arts within the kingdom of 
Spain, but demonstrated the infinite advantage that would '^ ' ^J 

accrue from an active trade, which the Spaniards had for 
many ages neglected ; and in a few years their ships were t 

seen to swarm in all the commercial ports of Europe. Of 
other foreign events which distinguished this summer, the 
most remarkable was the death of John, king of Portugal, 
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I7H4 who perfectly understood, an^ steadily pumied, the true 
interest of his country, and in whom many princely qua- 
lities were debased by a cruel spirit of bigotry and super- 
sdtion. He was succeeded by his eldest son Joseph, who, 
if he has fallen short ofhis lather in some respects, cannot 
be justly charged with having inherited thiB paternal 
wetness. 

XLVI. The king of Great Britain having returned to 
England, opened the session of parliament in January 
with a speech, importing, that he had concluded a treaty 
with the king of Spain, and amicably adjusted such dif- 
ferences as could not be so properly compromised in a 
general treaty: that the commerce of this nation with 
that country was re>establisbed upon the most adTan> 
tageous and sure foundations; and that there was the 
greatest reason to hope the ancient friendship between 
Great Britain and Spain would, from mutual inclination 
as well as intei^at, be now efTectually restored. He told 
them, that in conjunction with the empress queen and the 
states-general he had concluded a treaty with the elector 
of Bavaria; and was employed in taking such further 
measures as might best tend to strengthen and secure the 
tranquillity of tlie empire, support its system, and timely 
anticipate such events as had been found by experience to 
endanger the common cause, involve Europe in the cala- 
mities of war, and occasion the loss of much blood and 
' treasure to these kingdoms. He promised that both these 

treaties should be subjected to their perusal: he gave 
them to understand, that he had received from all the 
other contracting powers in the definitive treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle the most full and clear declarations of their 
resolution to preserve the general peace j and that he had 
taken care to consolidate the ties of union and friendship 
between him and his allies, the better to secure their 
mutual interests, maintain the peace already subsisting, 
and prevent the occasion of any future rupture. Finally, 
he recommended unanimity, the improvement of com- 
merce, and the effectual suppression of such outrages and 
violences as are tnconaistent with good order and govern- 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 265 

ment, and endanger the lives and properties of the sub- 1750. 
ject, whose happiness and flourishing condition he had 
entirely at heart. 

XLVII. When the motion was made for an address of 
thanks, couched in terms that savoured of the most im- 
plicit complaisance, approbation, and acquiescence in the 
measures which the crown had taken, the earl of Eg — t, 
and some other anti-courtiers, affirmed, that such an ad- 
dress would be equally servile and absurd. They ob- 
served, that nothing could be more preposterous than a 
blind approbation of measures which they did 'not know: 
that nothing could be more ridiculous than their congra- 
tulations on the present happy tranquillity, when almost 
every day's newspapers informed them of some British 
ships being seized by the Spaniards, or some new attack 
made by the French on our infant colony in Nova Scotia. 
With respect to the continent of Europe, they affirmed, 
that the tranquillity of Germany would have been upon a 
much more solid foundation, had England never inter- 
posed in the affairs of the empire : in that case the princes 
would of themselves have supported the constitution of 
their own country : that the election of an infant for the 
king of the Romans was much more likely to disturb than 
establish the tranquillity of Europe; because it would 
help to overturn the constitution of the empire, by ren- 
dering the imperial dignity hereditary in one house, in- 
stead of being the result of a free election. They took 
notice, that the constitution had provided vicars to govern 
the empire during the vacancy of the imperial throne ; 
but had made no provision of regents, protectors, or 
guardians for a minor emperor, because it was never sup- 
posed that a minor would be chosen. They inveighed 
against the late treaty with Spain ; in which, they said, 
the ministry, for the paltry sum of one hundred thousand 
pounds, had given up the claims of the South sea com- 
pany, and other British merchants, who had suffered 
from depredations to the amount of one million three 
hundred thousand pounds ; and bartered away the free- ^ ( 

dom of our trade and navigation, by leaving untouched ^j ' 
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that prerogative which the Spaniards have assumed, of 
searching the British ships in the open seas, and confis- 
cating them should they find on board the least particle 
of what they called contraband merchandise. They pro- 
duced an instance of an English ship, lately driven by 
stress of weather into one of the ports of the Spanish 
West Indies, where she was searched, seized, and con- 
demned, under this pretence. They recapitulated the 
conduct of the French, who, in the midst of their declara- 
tions of peace and moderation, were still employed in for- 
tifying thellr settlements on the neutral islands, as well as 
in harassing and encroaching upon our plantations in 
North America. They exclaimed against the treaty of 
subsidy with the elector of Bavaria» or any other prince 
in time of peace ; observing, that for some years the na- 
tion had paid such pensions to the Danes and the Hes- 
sians; but, in the course of the late war, the former aban- 
doned our interests, and the latter actually took arms 
against Great Britain. They affirmed, that the subsidy 
was greater than the nation could spare ; for, unless the 
land tax should be continued at four shillings in the 
pound, they could not afford a shilling to any prince in 
Germany, without encroaching upon the sinking fund. 
*^ At such a juncture,** said a certain member, " will any 
gentleman presume to propose the continuation of such 
an imposition on the landholder, for the sake of bribing 
the princes of Germany to do what? — to preserve the 
freedom and independency of their native country. I say, 
princes of Germany ; because this subsidy to Bavaria will 
signify nothing unless we take half a score more of them 
into our pay ; and when we have thus indulged them for 
seven years of peace, they may give us the slip, as others 
have done, whenever another war should be declared.*' 
Against these objections the motion was supported by 
William Pitt, at this time an advocate for the ministry. 
He observed, that the address was no more than the 
usual compliment to the throne, which did not imply an 
obligation on the parliament to approve of measures which 
they might find cause to censure upon further inquiry. 



•• 



^ - 

is 



• 



-ftr^b^-Al 





■*(, 



^ ■ <j". 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 



867 



He said, the trivial disputes still subsisting between this 1750. 
nation and the Spaniards or French, would soon be ter- 
minated amicably, and could never affect the general tran- 
quillity of Europe, which was to be established upon a 
firm alliance between his majesty and such a confederacy 
upon the continent, as would be an overmatch for the 
house of Bourbon. He expatiated upon his majesty's 
wisdom in taking off from the French interest such a 
powerful prince as the elector of Bavaria, and concerting 
other salutary measures for preserving the balance of 
power on the continent. He defended the articles of the 
late treaty with Spain : observing, that what remained of 
the Assiento contract was a matter of very little conse- 
quence to the South sea company ; that the demands of 
this company, and other British merchants, were all can- 
celled by the rupture with Spain, and more than recom- 
pensed to the nation by a great balance of captures during 
the war, as well as by the great traffic carried on with the 
Spanish settlements in the West Indies, after it had been 
laid open by the demolition of their fortresses. He as- 
serted, that by this treaty the court of Spain had made 
many important concessions:^ they had condescended to 
pay a great sum to the South sea company; they had 
consented to the re-establishment of the British trade in 
Spain upon a very advantageous and solid footing, by 
agreeing that the subjects of Great Britain should pay no 
other duties on merchandise than those exacted of his 
catholic majesty's own subjects, and to abolish all innova- 
tions that had been introduced into the commerce. He 
affirmed, that the article of ' no search' was a stipulation 
which it would have been ridiculous to insist upon ; and 
thought proper to obviate a reproach which he foresaw 
the opposition would throw upon him, from the circum- 
stance of his having, upon a former occasion, heartily con- 
curred in a motion for an address, that no treaty of peace 
with Spain should be admitted, unless such a stipulation 
should be first obtained as a preliminary. He owned he 
had strenuously contended for such a motion, because at 
that time, being very young and sanguine, he thought it 
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17fiO. right and reasonable : but he was now ten years older, 
""" had considered matters more coolly, and was convinced 
that the privilege of no search, with respect to British 
vessels sailing near the American shore, would never be 
obtained, unless Spain should be brought so low as to ac- 
quiesce in any terms we, as victors, might propose. He 
likewise signified his conviction, that all addresses from 
the house of commons, during the course of a war, for 
prescribing terms of peace, were in themselves ridiculous; 
knd that every such address was an encroachment on the 
king's prerogative, which had always been attended with 
unlucky consequences. How far these arguments are 
satisfactory, conclusive, and consistent, we shall leave to 
the reader's determination. Certafti it is, they were 
adopted by the majority, and the address was presented 
without further opposition. 

XLVIII. The two grand committees appointed to dis- 
cuss the supplies for the ensuing year, and the funds upon 
which they were to be raised, proceeded, as usual, under 
the direction of the ministry ; yet not without some vehe- 
ment opposition, in which certain servants of the crown 
expressed the most hearty concurrence. When a motion 
was made for reducing the number of seamen to eight 
thousand, Mr. W. Pitt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr. G. Gren- 
ville, opposed it with all their might of argument and elo- 
cution ; but they were overruled. Annual debates were 
atso revived, with the same success, upon the number of 
troops constituting the standing army ; but the other re- 
solutions of the grand committees met with little or no 
opposition. The number of seamen for the ensuing year 
was limited to eight thousand ; and that of the standing 
forces continued at eighteen thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven eflective men, including one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen invalids. The commons granted a 
considerable sum of money for paying off^the principal of 
such redeemable stocks as had not been subscribed, in 
pursuance of two acts passed in the last session for re- 
ducing the interest of annuities. Thirty thousand pounds 
P given for fulfilling the king's engagement with the 
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elector of Bavaria : large grants were made for supplying 
deficiencies, and replacing sums borrowed from the sink* ' 
ing fund. The expense incurred by the new colony in 
Nova Scotia, not provided for by parliament, exceeded 
fifty-seven thousand pounds ; and the maintenance of it 
for the ensuing year was fixed at fifty-three thousand 
nnie hundred and twenty-seven pounds fourteen shillings 
and fourpence : an enormous charge ! if we consider to 
how little purpose all this bounty was bestowed. A fund 
was established under the sanction of parliament for the 
relief and maintenance of the widows of sea officers, by 
allowing, upon the books of every ship of war in sea pay, 
the wages and victuals of one man for every hundred of 
which the complement shall consist, for such time only as 
the number of men employed in the service of the royal 
navy shall not exceed twenty thousand. This was an ad- 
ditional indulgence, over and above the allowance of one 
man granted by a former act of parliament. On the 
whole, the provisions of this year amounted to five mil- 
lions one hundred and twenty-five thousand twenty-three 
pounds eleven shillings and sevenpence, to be raised by 
the usual duties : the sum of one million twenty-six thou* 
sand four hundred and seventy-six pounds fi)ur shillings 
and sixpence, advanced by the bank of England, to pay 
off their own unsubscribed annuities, for which they ac- 
cepted exchequer bills at three per cent, interest ; by the 
land tax, at three shillings in the pound ; a lottery, and 
annuities, at the rate of three per cent, per ann. to be 
charged on the sinking fund, redeemable by parhament. 
The annual measure, called the mutiny bill, was not 
passed without dispute and altercation: some alterations 
were proposed, but not adopted: and the sentences of 
courts martial still subjected to one revision. 

XLIX. In the midst of these deliberations the king- 
dom was alarmed with an event which overwhelmed the 
people with grief and consternation. His royal highness 
the prince of Wales, in consequence of a cold caught in 
his garden at Kew, was seized with a pleuretic disorder ; 
and, after a short illness, expired on the twentieth day of 
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17S0. March, to the unspeakable affliction of his royal consort, 
and the unfeigned sorrow of all who wished well to their 
country. This excellent prince, who now died in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, was possessed of every amiable 
quality which could engage the affection of the people, a 
^ tender and obliging husband, a fond parent, a kind mas- 

ter, liberal, generous, candid, and humane ; a munificent 
patron of the arts, an unwearied friend to merit; well 
disposed to assert the rights of mankind in general, and 
warmly attached to the interest of Great Britain. The 
nation could not but be afflicted at seeing a prince of aueh 
expectations ravished from their hopes; and their grief 
was the better founded, as the king had already attained 
to an advanced age, and the heir apparent, George, now 
prince of Wales, was a minor. 
A, D. 1751. L. Hie majesty, foreseeing all the inconveniences which 
might arise from a minority, deliberated with his council 
on this subject, and resolved to obtain a parliamentary 
sanction for the measures judged necessary to secure the 
succession. With this view he sent a message to both 
houses on the twenty-sixth day of April, importing, that 
nothing could conduce so much to the preservation of the 
protestant aucceaaion in his royal family, as proper provi- 
nons for the tuition of the person of his successor, and 
for the regular atl ministration of the government, in case 
the succeBSor should be of tender years : his majesty, 
therefore, earnestly recommended this weighty affair to 
the deliberation of parliament ; and proposed, that when 
the imperial crown of these realms should descend to any 
of the late prince's sons, being under the age of eighteen 
years, his mother, the princess dowager of Wales, should 
^^ be guardian of his person, and regent of these kingdoms, 

^^B until he should attain the age of majority, with such 

^^ powers and hmitations as should appear necessary and 

expedient for these purposes. This message produced a 
very affectionate address, promising to take the affair into 
their serious consideration ; and in the beginning of May 
the duke of Newcastle presented to the house of peers a 
bill to provide for the admioisttation of government, io 
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case the crown should descend to a minor. The bill was 1751. 
read a second time, and committed, when a second mes- ""^ 
sage arrived from his majesty, recommending to their con- 
sideration the settlement of such a council of regency as 
the bill proposed, consisting of his royal highness the 
duke of Cumberland, who at that time commanded the 
army, the archbishop of Canterbury, the lord chancelloi^ 
the lord high treasurer, or first lord commissioner of the 
treasury, the president of the council, the lord privy seal, ' 

the lord high admiral of Great Britain, or first commis- 
sioner of the admiralty, the two principal secretaries of 
state, and the lord chief justice of the king's bench ; all 
these great officers, except his royal highness the duke, 
for the time being. This bill did not pass through the 
lower house without violent debate and bitter sarcasms. 
The council of regency, though espoused by all the mini- 
stry, including the paymaster-general, met with fierce 
opposition, as an unnecessary and fatal restriction, that 
would impede the machine of government, and, as the 
council was constituted, might be productive of the most 
pernicious consequence. Some of the members ventured 
even to insinuate the danger of leaving at the head of 
a large standing army a prince of the blood vested with 
a share of the regency, possessed of great personal 
influence, the darling of the soldiery, brave, popular, and 
enterprising; supposed not wholly devoid of ambition, . 
and not at all remarkable for any symptoms of extraordi- 
nary affection towards the person of the heir apparent. 
The history of England was ransacked for invidious in- 
stances of royal uncles and regents, who had injured the 
sovereigns, and distressed the government, by their pride, 
cruelty, and ambition. The characters of John Lackland, 
and John of Gaunt, Humphrey and Richard dukes of 
Gloucester, were called in review, canvassed, compared, 
and quoted, with some odious applications : but the ma- 
jority, being convinced of the loyalty, virtue, integrity, 
and great abilities of his royal highness, to whom the na- 
tion owed obligations of the most important nature, passed 
the bill with a few amendment^, in which the lords^ ac- 
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quiesced ; and in a little time it received the royal sanc- 
' tion. 

LI. The death of the prince of Wales was fatal to a 
bill which had been brought into the house of commona, 
for naturalizing all foreign protestants who should settle 
within the dominions of Great Britain. Political aritfa- 
yieticians have generally taken it for granted^ that to 
every commercial nation an increase of people is an in- 
crease of opulence ; and this maxim is certainly true, on 
the supposition that every individual is industrious, and 
that there is a sufficient field for employment; but all 
these general maxims ought to be received under certain 
qualifications. When all branches of manufacture are 
overstocked, an addition of workmen will doubtless be an 
additional encumbrance on the community. In the de- 
bates which this bill produced, the members of the mini- 
stry were divided among themselves. The measure was 
enforced by the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. W. Pitt, 
and Mr. Lyttelton ; and in opposing it the earl of £g- 
mont was joined by Mr. Fox, secretary at war. Petitions 
and counter-petitions were presented by the merchants of 
London, Bristol, and other trading towns of the kingdom. 
All merchants and traders of foreign extraction exerted 
themselves vigorously in its behalf, and it was without 
doubt countenanced by the administration ; but the pro- 
ject was odious to the people in general. The lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of London, in common council 
assembled, composed a remonstrance to the lower house, 
setting forth the danger and inutiUty of a general natural- 
ization of foreign protestants. A petition of the mer- 
chants and principal inhabitants of Bristol represented, 
that such a law would be prejudicial to the trade and com- 
merce of this kingdom, by preventing many industrious 
artificers from procuring a sufficient support for them- 
selves and their families, and of consequence increasing 
the rates of the poor: that the introduction of such a 
number of foreigners, instead of being a support to the 
prtftent happy establishment, might endanger the very 
of our constitution : that it would greatly tend to 
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the diminution of our manufactures^ as many strangers 1761. 
would doubtless come and reside in England for a time, '~"*~— 
in order to learn the methods and management of our 
manufacturers and artificers ; and, after haying obtained 
this instruction, return to their native countries, where 
they would establish and carry on works of the same na- 
ture. The twentieth day of March being appointed for 
the third reading of the bill, it was postponed, in conse* 
quence of the unfortunate death of the prince of Wales ; 
and other petitions from different cities of the kingdom 
being mustered against it in the sequel, the ministry did 
not think proper to persist in any unpopular measure at 
such a delicate conjuncture; so the bill was no more 
brought upon the carpet. Divers other regulations, re- 
lating to civil policy as well as to the commerce of Great 
Britain, were propounded in the house of commons ; but 
these proposals proved abortive, either because they ap- 
peared crude and indigested in themselves, or the house 
could not obtain proper information touching the allega- 
tions they contained. 

LII. There were no other transactions in this session, 
except the concurrence of both houses in stigmatizing a 
printed paper, entitled. Constitutional Queries, earnestly 
recommended to the serious consideration of every true 
Briton ; and the steps taken by the commons, in conse- 
quence of the commotions occasioned by the Westminster 
election. The above-mentioned paper, which had been 
conveyed by letter to the majority of both houses, was 
communicated to the lords in the month of January by 
the duke of Marlborough, who moved for resolutions 
against it as a seditious libel, and that the concurrence of 
the commons might be desired. A conference accord- 
ingly ensued, and both houses concurred in voting the 
paper a false, malicious, scandalous, infamous, and sedi- 
tious libel, containing the most false, audacious, and abo- 
minable calumnies and indignities upon his majesty, and 
the most presumptuous and wicked insinuations that our ^\t^y ^ 

laws, liberties, and properties, and the excellent constitu- 
tion of this kufigdom, were in danger under his majesty's 
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1761. legal, mild, and gracious government, with intent to instil 
groundless suspicions and jealousies into the minds of his 
majesty's good subjects, and to alienate their affections 
from his majesty and the royal family. It was therefore 
resolved by the lords spiritual and temporal and commons 
in parliament assembled, that in abhorrence and detesta* 
tion of such abominable and seditious practices, the paper 
should be burnt by the hands of the common hangman in 
the new palace yard of Westminster; and this sentence 
was executed accordingly. Then they presented an ad- 
dress to his majesty, desiring that the most effectual 
means might be taken for discovering the author, printer, 
or publisher, that he or they might be brought to condign 
punishment* Directions were given for this purpose ; but 
without effect. Those concerned in writing, printing, and 
circulating the paper, had acted with such caution, that 
not one of them was ever discovered. 

LIII. The proceedings of the commons with respect to 
the election of a burgess for Westminster were attended 
with some extraordinary circumstances, which we shall 
now record for the edification of those who pique them- 
selves on the privileges of a British subject. We have 
already observed, that a majority appearing on the pcdl 
for lord Trentham, the adherents of the other candidate, 
sir George Vandeput, demanded a scrutiny, which was 
granted by the high bailiff of Westminster, the returning 
oiBcer. During this tedious investigation, which rolled 
chiefly on the qualifications of voters, he acted with such 
address and seeming candour as gave entire satisfaction 
to both parties, till at length he determined in favour of 
lord Trentham, whom he returned as duly electedL 
Those who styled themselves the independent electors 
did not acquiesce in this determination without clamour, 
reproach, menaces, and riot. They taxed Mr. Leigh, 
the high bailiff, with partiality and injustice : they loudly 
afiirmed, that ministerial influence had been used in the 
most scandalous manner; and, finally, joined sir George 
Vande'^ut in a petition to the lower house, complaining 
of an undue election and return of a member for the city 
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of Westminster. The commons, instead of inquiring into lut* 

the merits of these petitions, ordered them to 4ie upon 

the table; and without any complaint from any person 
whatever, a motion was made that Leigh, the higb b^iff, 
should attend the house immediately, in order to Vfisikg 
them acquainted with what he had done in pursuance pf 
the directions he had formerly received from that hous^, 
touching the execution of the writ for electing a new 
member to represent the city of Westminster. As thi^ 
motion had been preconcerted, Leigh was attending iii 
the lobby, and immediately called into the house to he 
examined on this subject. Having, in the course of hif 
examination, alleged that the election had been protracted 
by affected delays, he was asked by whom, and by ^h^f 
means ; but, before he could answer, the earl of ISgmont 
interposuig, objected to the question as improper, an4 
moved for the order of the day. A debate immediately 
ensued, in which the impropriety of the question was d^* 
monstrated by Mr. Henley, now lord keeper* Pr. Lee, and 
some others, the most sensible and moderate members of 
the house : but they were opposed with great violence by 
lord viscount Corke, Henry Fox, esq. sir William Youpg* 
colonel Lyttelton, and the weight of the ministry ; »o that 
the motion for the order of the day was carried in the ne^ 
gative, and the high bailiff required to answer the quesr 
tion. Thus interrogated, he declared that be had beeo 
impeded in the scrutiny, and maltreated by Mr. Crowle^ 
who had acted as counsel for sir George Vandeput, by 
the honourable Alexander Murray, brother to lord Eli- 
bank, and one Gibson, an upholsterer, who had been 
very active, zealous, and turbulent in his endeavours to 
promote the interest of sir George Vandeput, or rather 
to thwart the pretensions of the other candidate, who waa 
supposed to be countenanced by the ministry. These 
three persons, thus accused, were brought to the bar of 
the house, notwithstanding the strenuous remonstrances 
of several members, who opposed this method of proceed- 
ing as* a species of oppression equally arbitrary and ab- 
surd. They observed, that, as no complaint had been 
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1761. preferredi they had no right to take cognizance of the 

affair : that if any undue influence had been used, it 

would naturally appear when the merits of the election 
should fall under their inquiry : that a complaint having 
been lodged already against the returning officer, it was 
their duty to investigate his conduct, and punish him, if 
he should be found delinquent; but that nothing could be 
more flagrantly unjust, and apparently partial, than their 
neglecting the petitions of the other candidate and electors, 
and encouraging the high bailiff, who stood charged with 
iniquity, to recriminate upon his accusers, that they might 
be disabled from giving evidence on the inquiry into the 
merits of the election. What difference is it to the subject, 
whether he is oppressed by an arbitrary prince, or by the 
despotic insolence of a ministerial majority? Mr. Crowle 
alleged, in his own vindication, that he had been employed 
as counsel by the electors of Westminster, and attended 
the scrutiny in that character : that after the high bailiff 
had, in the course of the last session, received the order 
of the house to expedite the election, he hurried on the 
scrutiny with such precipitation as, he apprehended, was 
unjust, and prejudicial to his clients : that, in this appre- 
hension, he (Mr. Crowle) insisted upon the high bailiffs 
proceeding with more deliberation, and in so doing he 
thought he did his duty to his employers. Some evidence 
being examined against him, declared he had not only 
protracted the scrutiny, but also spoke disrespectful 
words of the house of commons : he was, therefore, re- 
primanded on his knees by the speaker, and discharged. 

LIV. Mr. Murray being charged with having uttered 
some threatening and affronting expressions, the house 
adjourned the consideration of this affair for some days, 
at the expiration of which Mr. Murray was to be heard 
by his counsel : but, in the mean time, they ordered 
him to be taken into custody by the serjeant at arms 
attending the house. This step, however^ was not taken 
without a warm opposition by some of the most sedate 
and intelligent members of the house, who considered it 
as a cruel act of oppression. They observed, that in cases 
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of breach of privilege no person complained of was ever 1761. 
taken into custody^ until after he had been fully heard in 
his defence: that this was literally prejudging the cause 
before it had been examined ; and the oppression was the 
greater, as the alleged offence consisted entirely of words, 
of which no complaint or information had been made for 
above eight months after the supposed offence had been 
committed; and, even then, not till an accusation had 
been lodged against the informant, upon the trial of which 
accusation the persons informed against might very pro- 
bably be the most material witnesses. They observed^ 
that in one of the highest offences which can be com- 
mitted by words, namely, that of denying the king's right 
to the crown, or renouncing the Trinity, the information 
must be brought in three or four days after the words are 
spoken ; the words must be proved to have been spoken 
maliciously, directly, and advisedly, and the prosecution 
must commence in three months after the information. 
These suggestions made no more impression than if they 
had been uttered in a desert. Those who were secure in 
their number asserted, that the house of commons was not 
restricted by the forms of proceedings at common law; 
and that it was necessary to vindicate their own honour 
and dignity, by making examples of those who seemed to 
hold them in contempt. Mr. Murray was committed to 
the custody of the serjeant at arms, and found bail ; and 
Gibson was sent prisoner to Newgate, from whence he 
was in a few days released, upon presenting an humble pe-> 
tition, professing his sorrow for having incurred the dia^ 
pleasure of the house, to the bar of which he was brought^ 
and received a reprimand on his knees from the speaker* 
In the mean time divers witnesses being examined before 
the house, declared, that Mr. Murray had been seen^ 
about the time of the return of a member for Westmin- 
ster, heading and exciting a tumult to acts of violence 
against the high bailiff*. The majority, therefore, after a 
long and warm debate, agreed, that for his dangerous 
and seditious practices, in violation and contempt of the 
privileges of the house> and of the freedom of electionsi 



278 HISTORY OF ENGLAND- 

itsi. he should be cmnttAtttd a close prisoner to Ncwgiit^. 

Then, iti the close of another violent debate, they re- 

liolted, that he should be brought to the bar of the bouse, 
to receive that sentence on his knees. He accordingly 
ap|>eared, and being directed by the speaker to kneci, 
r^nised to cotnply. He knew that he could not be di^ 
diarged from Newgate during the session, without peti- 
tioning, acknowledging Iris offence, and making such con-* 
^^ions as he thought would imply a consciousness of 
guilt : he considered this ^hole transaction as an bpprsi- 
sive exertion of arbitrary power, and being apprised of 
the extent of their authority, determined to bear the bmnc 
6f their indignation, rather than make submissions Irbich 
he deemed beneath the dignity of his character. When 
he refused to humble himself, the whole bott^ #a8 in 
dotnmotion : he Was no sooner remored froiM the bar than 
they resolved, that his having in a most insoleflt and au- 
dacious manner refused to be on his knees at the bAr of 
that house, in consequence of their former resolution^ 
#a^ a hi^h and most dangerous contempt of the au- 
fhorify and privilege of the commons: it was ther^Core or- 
dered, that he should be committed close prisoner to 
Newgate, debarred the use of pen, ink, and paper; and 
that no person should have access to him without the 
leave of the house. Finally, a committee was appointed 
to consider what methods might be proper to be taken 
by them, in relation to this instande of contempt. Mean- 
while the petitioners against the return made by the high 
bailiff, perceiving the temper Of the house, and the com- 
pleition of the majority, withdrew their petition { and the 
order which had passed for hearing the merits of the 
election was discharged. Mr. Murray being taken dan- 
gerously ill in Newgate, application was made to the com<^ 
mons by some of his relations, that he might be removed 
to a mo1*e convenient situation ; and his physician, being 
ei^amined, gave it as his opinion that he was infected with 
the gaol distemper. Upon this representation the house 
Agreed, that the speaker should issue a warrant for re- 
moving him from Newgate to the custody of the Serjeant 
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at amis; but this favour he refused to accept, and ex- 17S1< 
pressed the warmest resentment against those relations ^ 
who had applied to the commons in his behalf. Thus he 
remained sequestered even from bis own brother and 
sister, under the displeasure of the commons of England, 
who condescended so far as to make resolutions touching 
the physician, apothecary, and nurse who attended this 
prisronen But the prorogation of parliament having put 
an end to their authority for that session, Mr. Murray 
was discharged of course, and conducted by the sherifis 
from Newgate to his own house, in procession, with flags 
and streamers exhibiting the emblems of liberty. 

LV. In the month of June the session was closed with 
a speech from the throne, in which his majesty thanked 
both houses for the zeal and affection they had manifested 
towards him and his government ; and congratulated the 
commons in particular, upon their firmness and prudence 
in reducing the interest of the national debt, a measure as 
agreeable to him as essential to the strength and welfare 
of the kingdom". — The interior economy of Great Britain 
produced within the circle of this year nothing else worthy 
of historical regard, except a series of enormous crimes, 
arising from the profligacy of individuals, which reflected 
disgrace upon the morals and the polity of the nation. 
Rapine and robbery had domineered without intermission 
ever since the return of peace, which was attended with a 
reduction of the army and navy ; but now crimes of a 
deeper dye seemed to lift up their heads, in contempt of 
law and humanity ^ Every day almost produced fresh 

* One of the most remarkable acts which passed io the course of this sesskm^ 
was that for regulating the commencement of the year, and correcting the ca- 
lendar, according to the Gregorian computation, which had been adopted by 
all other nations in Europe. By this new law it was decreed, that the new year 
should begin on the first day of January, and that eleven intermediate nominal 
days between the second and fourteenth days of September, 1 752, should for 
that time be omitted, so that the day succeeding the second should be deno- 
minated the fourteenth of that month. By this establishment of the new style, 
the equinoxes and solstice will happen nearly on the same nominal days on 
which they fell in the year 325, at the council of Nice; and the correspondence 
between the English merchants and those of foreign countries will he greatly 
facilitated, with respect to the dates of letters and accounts. 

** An indulgent parent was poisoned by his only daughter, on whom, besides 
other marks of tenderness and paternal affection, he had bestowed a liberal 
education, which greatly aggravated her guilt and ingratitude. Another young 
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1751. instances of perjury^ forgery^ fraud, and circuniTeiition ; 
and the kingdom exhibited a most amazing jumble of 
virtue and vice, honour and infamy, compassion and 
obduracy, sentiment and brutality. 

woman wu concerned in the tssusioation of her own uncle, who had been ktr 
constant benefactor and sole guardian. A poor old woaoan haTing, hon tbe 
ignorance and supentition of her neighbours, incurred the suspicion of aoroeiy 
and witchcraft, was murdered in Hertfordshire by the populace, witii all the 
wantonncM of barbarity. Rape and murder were perpetrated upon an unlbcw 
tunate woman in the neighbourhood of London, and an innocent man sufiered 
death for this complicated outrage, while the real criminals aniMed at hit 
execution, heard him appeal to heaven for his innocence, and in the charaotar 
of friends embraced him, while he stood on the brink of eternity. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SECOND. 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

r HE royal family of England had bu»- 1751. 

, tained three severe shocks in the 

I compass of a few months. Besidea 
I the -loss of the prince of Wales, 
which the nation lamented as irre- 
1 parable, his majesty was deeply af- 
> flicted by the untimely death of hia 
youngest daughter, the queen of Denmark, who died at 
Copenhagen, on the ninete^th day of December, in tha 
prime of youth. She was one of the most amiable prin- 
cesses of the age in which she lived, whether we consider 
the virtues of her heart, or die accomplishments of her 
person ; generous, mild, and tender-hearted ; beloved 
even almost to adoration by her royal consort, to whom 
she had bom a prince and two princesses; and uni- 
versally admired and revered by the subjects of his 
Danish majesty. Her death had been preceded about 
two months by that of her brother-in-law the prince of 
Orange, no less regretted by the natives of the United 
Provinces, for his candour, integrity, and hereditary love 
to his country. Though he had not distinguished himself 
by the lustre of a superior genius, he had been at great 
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1751. paiiA to cultivate bis understanding, and ftCtedy ^ true 
interest of that community of which he was a meihber. 
He had always approved himself a good and seahma citi- 
zen, and, since his elevation to the stAdtholdership, tidcen 
many salutary steps for the advantage of his eo&ntry. 
Am6ng other excellent schemes which he suggested, he 
left a noble plan with the states-general for restoring their 
commerce to its former lustre, and lived long enough to 
receive their warmest acknowledgments for this last proof 
of his prudence and patriotism. His son and daughter 
being both infants, tbe administration of the government 
devolved upon the princess, as governante during her 
son's minority; and as suchi she succeeded to all the 
power which her husband bad enjoyed. 

II. With respect to the affairs of the continent, the 
peace of the north seemed still as precarious as ever ; for 
though tbe difference between Russia and Sweden had 
b^n eiMtiptoikiised, the mtttnal disgust between tbe cia- 
rftia and the king of PrtiSsia had gidned such accession 
from reciproddl insults, ill offices, and inflammatory deck- 
rations, that those two powers seemed to be on the eve of 
a rnptUre, and each was employed in making extra- 
ordinary preparations for War. The courts of Yienna 
and Qrekt Britain, foreseeing that such a rupture would 
eibbroit the empire, and raise insurmountable obstroctiona 
to their favourite scheme of electing the archduke Joseph 
king of (he Romans, resolved to employ all their ihiu* 
itnce in order to efiect a reconciliation between the courts 
bf Petersburgh and Berlin. His Prussian majesty hud 
signified to the king of Great Britain, and the stati^-gt^ 
iieral, the situation in which he stood with the cs^rina, 
and solicited their interposition, that the difference niight 
be amicably accommodated. At the same time he sent 
an envoy extraordinary to Versailles, to negotiate with the 
French king for a very considerable body of atixiliaried, in 
ease he should be attacked. These circumstances in- 
duced the maritime powers, and the court of Vienna, to 
use their utmost endeavours for the prevention of a rup- 
tnre; ^nd accordingly they made remonstrances on thia 
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subject by their mmisters at Petersburgh^ proposing that iWi. 
the quarrel sfaould be terminated without bloodshed, and 
all causes of animosity be buried in oblivion. 

III. In the mean time, they eagerly prosecuted the de- 
sign of the election ; and the imperial minitfteir at BerUa 
not only communicated to his Prussian majesty the senti- 
ments of the king of England on this expedient, but er&h 
solicited his vote for the archduke Joseph, when the 
election of a king of the Romans should be proposed in 
the electoral college. To this proposal be replied, that 
he was extremely well disposed to manifest his regard for 
their imperial majesties, and to give the most genuine 
pi^oofs of it, even in the proposed election of a king of the 
Romans^ considering the great merit of the present can-> 
didate, the archduke Joseph : but he kft it to the consi^ 
deration of their imperial majesties, whether the election 
i^ould not be a little premature, if transacted at a time 
when his imperial majesty was in the flower of his age, 
enjoying perfect health; and when all Europe, parti-» 
eularly the empire, was hushed in the bosom of tranquil* 
hty, so that no circumstance seemed to prognosticate the 
ocfcessity of such an election, or of putting in execution 
the motives mentioned in the capitulation of the reigning 
emperor's election ; especially as the examination of these 
motives belonged to the whole empire, and ought to pre<k 
cede the election, by virtue of the eighth Itrticle of the 
treaty of Westphalia. He observed, that in case of the 
emperor'i death, Germany would find herself in a very 
disagreeable situation, under the government of a minor* 
For these reasons, he said, be could not help advising 
their imperial majesties to wait until the archduke should 
be of age, when his election might be carried on more 
conformably to the laws and constitutions of the empire, 
and more suitable to the majesty of the whole Germanic 
body. This reply he circulated among the electors, find 
in particular transmitted it to the king of Great Britain, 
desiring they would deliberate n>aturely on this subject, 
and confer together in a body, as well as in private, that 
they might proceed according to the ancient custom of 
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1761. the electoral college, and take such measures as should 
be judged expedient for the honour and advantage of the 
community. This circular letter was answered both by 
the king of England and the elector of Bayaria, who de- 
monstrated, that it was the privilege of the electoral cot* 
lege only, without any participation of the other princes 
of the empire, to elect a king of the Romans during the 
life of the emperor, in order to maintain the peace and 
preserve the liberties of Germany ; and that the neglect 
of this wise precaution had produced bloody wars, and 
many fatal consequences to the empire. They observed, 
that nothing could more contribute to the estaUishment 
of the public tranquillity than this measure, so ardently 
desired by the majority of the German princes ; and that 
although the archduke Joseph wanted a few years of 
being of age, and it might possibly happen that the reign- 
ing emperor should die during that prince's minority, yel 
it would be much less prejudicial to the empire to have a 
minor chief, than to see the succession altogether un- 
settled. His Prussian majesty received a declaration to 
the same purpose from the elector of Mentz ; and under- 
standing that this prince, as archchancellor of the empire, 
intended to convoke an electoral diet, in order to propose 
the election of a king of the Romans, he wrote an ela« 
borate letter to his electoral highness, explaining at 
more length his reasons for postponing the election* He 
quoted that sentence of the treaty of Westphalia which 
expressly declares, that the election of a king of the Ro- 
mans shall be discussed and ordained by the common 
consent of the states of the empire ; and, therefore, he 
could not conceive what right the electoral college had to 
arrogate this privilege to themselves, excluding the other 
states of the empire. He observed, that the imperial capi- 
tulations, which were the only laws of the empire that 
treated of this subject, mentioned only three cases in 
which it was lawful to proceed to such an election ; namely, 
the emperor's leaving and long absence from Germany; 
his advanced age, or an indisposition, rendering him in^* 
capable of managing the reins of government ; and an j 
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case of emergency in which the preservation of the em- 1751. 
pire's prosperity is interested. He affirmed^ that none of 
these motives at present existed : that^ in case the impe- 
rial crown should devolve to a minor, many mischiefs and 
disorders must ensue, as the constitutions of the empire 
have established no regulations nor regency in that event: 
that an election of this nature, carried on under the 
power, influence, and authority of the head of the empire, 
would strike at the fundamental privileges of the princes 
and states; consequently, in time overturn the constitu- 
tion of the empire, which, from being an elective dignity, 
conferred by the free and independent suffrages of the 
electoral college and states of Germany, under certain ca- 
pitulations, obliging the prince thus chosen to govern 
according to law, would become an hereditary succession, 
perpetuated in one family, which, of course, must be 
aggrandized to the prejudice of its co-estates and the 
ruin of the Germanic liberties. In a word, all Germany 
in general, and Ratisbon in particular, was filled with 
writings published on both sides : by the emperor and his . 
adherents, to demonstrate that the election of a king of 
the Romans during the life of the emperor, had often 
happened, and at this present time was necessary, and 
would be advantageous to the empire ; while the king of 
Prussia and his friends laboured to prove, that such an 
election, at the present juncture, would be ill-timed, irre- 
gular, and of dangerous consequence. Perhaps, if the 
truth was known, this enterprising prince had projected 
some great scheme, with the execution of which this pro- 
posed establishment would have interfered. Certain it is, 
he exerted himself with that spirit and perseverance which 
were peculiar to his character, to frustrate the intention 
of the courts of Vienna and London in this particular, 
and was assisted with all the intrigue of the French mini- 
stry. • Their joint endeavours were so effectual, that the 
elector of Cologne renounced bis subsidiary treaty with 
the maritime powers, and once more threw himself into 
the arms of France. The elector palatine being solicited 
by the empress queen and his Britannic majesty to co- 
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1761. from that profligate spirit of irreligion^ idleness, gaming, 
and extravagance, which had of late extended itself in an 
uncommon degree, to the dishonour of the nation, and the 
great offence and prejudice of the sober and industrioos 
part of the people. The paragraphs of this speech were, 
as usual, echoed back to the throne in addresses, replete 
with expressions of loyalty, affection, and approbation. 
Opposition was by this time almost extingubhed ; and the 
proceedings of both houses took place with such una- 
nimity as was hardly ever known before this period in a 
British parliament. The commons, however, seem to 
have assembled with such sentiments as did no great 
honour to their temper and magnanimity. In a few days 

after the session opened, lord viscount C e, a young 

nobleman whose character entitled him to very little re- 
gard or influence among men of sense and probity, made 
a motion, that Mr. Murray, who had been so severely 
persecuted in the last session for refusing to humble him- 
self on his knees before them, should be again committed 
close prisoner to Newgate for the same offence. This 
proposal, which supposed a power that the commons had 
never before exercised, was sharply disputed by the earl 
of Egmont, and others, who had not resigned all sense of 
moderation ; but the majority adopted the measure with 

% ' great eagerness, and the speaker was ordered to bsue his 
warrant accordingly. Then the house resolved, that the 
said Alexander Murray should receive the sentence, for 
hb now being committed close prisoner to his majesty's 
gaol of Newgate, at the bar of the house, upon hb knees; 
and the serjeant at arms was commanded to take bun into 
custody for thb purpose. Their indignation, however, 
was eluded by the caution of the delinquent, who, havmg 
foreseen the effects of their resentment, had prudently re- 
tired to another country. They determined, nevertheless, 
to proceed against him as a person of some consequence 
in the commonwealth ; for, being informed of his retreat, 
they condescended so far as to present an address to hb 
majesty, desiring that hb royal proclamation might be 
bsued for apprehending the said Mr. Murray, promising 
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a reward to him who should have the good fortune to ap- 1751. 
preliend this fugitive — a request with which his majesty 
most graciously complied. 

VI. Nor was this the only address presented to the king 
upon such an important subject. A pamphlet, entitled^ 
The Case of the Hon. Alexander Murray, Esquire, in an 
Appeal to the People of Great Britain, was first stigma- 
tized in a complaint to the house, and was afterwards 
produced, and read at the table. The piece was written 
with great acrimony, and abounded with severe animad- 
versions, not only upon the conduct of the returning offi- 
cer, but also on the proceedings of the commons. The 
violent members immediately took fire, and the flame ex- 
tended itself to the majority. Nay, the house unanimously 
resolved, that the pamphlet was an impudent, malicious, 
scandalous, and seditious libel, falsely and most injuriously 
reflecting upon, and aspersing the proceedings of the 
house, tending to create misapprehensions in the minds of 
the people, to the great dishonour of the said house, and 
in violation of the privileges thereof. They furthermore 
presented an address to the king, desiring his majesty 
would be graciously pleased to give directions to his at- 
torney-general to prosecute the authors or author, the 
printers or printer, and the publishers or publisher of the 
said scandalous libel, that they might be brought to condign 
punishment. Directions were accordingly given for this 
purpose, and a prosecution commenced against the pub- 
lisher, who had some reason to be dismayed, considering 
the great weight of influence he was doomed to encounter 
— influence arising from a prosecution of the crown, insti- 
tuted at the request, and founded on a vote, of the house 
of commons. Nevertheless, when the cause was heard be- 
fore the lord chief justice of England, a jury of free-born 
Englishmen, citizens of London, asserted their privilege 
of judging the law as well as the fact, and acquitted the 
defendant with a truly admirable spitit of independency. 
They considered the pamphlet as an appeal against op- 
pression ; and, convinced that the contents were true, they 
could not in conscience adjudge it a false libel, even 
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1761. though it had been so declared by one of the branches of 



the legislature. 

VII. The commons, in regulating the supplies of the 
ensuing year, voted the continuation of eighteen thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven men for the land servicei 
though not without some opposition from certain patriots, 
who, rather from a sense of duty than from any hope of 
influencing the majority, affirmed that sixteen thousand 
men in time of peace would answer all the ends proposed 
by a standing army. The number of seamen was fixed at 
ten thousand : large sums were granted to make up defi- 
ciencies, and fulfil the engagements of the crown wilh tke 
electors of Bavaria and Saxony, as well as for the main- 
tenance of Nova Scotia and Georgia, and the castles on 
the coast of Guinea ; and one hundred and twelve thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty-two pounds, three shillings 
and threepence, were voted, as a full compensation to the 
old royal African company for their exclusive charter and 
property, to be applied for the relief of their creditors*. 
A. D. 1762. VIII. The laws enacted for the encouragement of traf- 
fic and the regulations of civil polity, consisted in ao act 
for licencing pawnbrokers, and for the more efiectual pre- 
venting the receiving of stolen goods : another for pre- 
venting thefts and robberies, by which places of enter- 
tainment, dancing, and music in London, Westminster, 
ftnd within twenty miles of the capital, were suppressed 
and prohibited, unless the proprietors of them could ob- 
tain licences from the justices of the peace, empowered 
for that purpose: a third for annexing the forfeited estates 
in Scotland unaUenably in the crown, after having made 
satisfaction to the lawful creditors; establishing a method 
of leasing these estates, and applying the rents and profits 

* These expenses were defrayed by a coDtinaatioB of the duties on malt, ete. 
a land tax at three shillings in the pound; a duty on licences, to be yc^I p*>d 
by pawnbrokers and deiuers in second-hand goods, within the bills of mor- 
talKy ; the sum of one million four hundred thousand pounds advanced by the 
bank, according to a proposal made for that purpose ; five hundred tboosand 
pounds to be issued by tlie sinking fund ; a duty laid on gum senega ; and the 
Continuation of divers other occasional impositions. The grants for the year 
SBOunted to something less than four millions, and the provisions made for this 
expense exceeded it in the sum of two hundred and seventy-one thousand 
twtBty-four pounds ten shilliogs and sixpence halfpenny. 



•vm^HMawi 



GEORGE THE SECOND. «9l 

of them for the better civilizing and improving the high- I75t. 
lands, and preventing future disorders in that part of the 
united kindgom. Nothing could be more salutary thaa 
the purposes of these regulations. The suburbs of the 
metropolis abounded with an incredible number of public 
houses, which continually resounded with the noise of 
riot and intemperance : they were the haunts of idleness, 
fraud, and rapine; and the seminaries of drunkenness, 
debauchery, extravagance, and every vice incident to hu- 
man nature : yet the suppression of these receptacles of 
infamy was attended with an inconvenience, which in some 
cases arose even to a degree of oppression. The justices 
being vested by the legislature with the power of granting 
or refusing licences, were constituted, in efiect, the arbin 
ters on whose decision the fortunes and livelihood of 
many individuals absolutely depended. Many of those 
who exercised this species of magistracy within the bills 
of mortality were, to the reproach of government, men of 
profligate lives, needy, mean, ignorant, and rapacious, and 
often acted from the most scandalous principles of selfish 
avarice. 

IX. The law relating to the highlands of Scotland wa^ 
well calculated for promoting among the inhabitants of 
that country, such a spirit of industry as might detach 
them from their dangerous connexions, and gradually 
supersede that military genius which had been so produc- 
tive of danger and iJarm to the southern parts of Great 
Britain. The king, by this act> was empowered to ap- 
point commissioners for managing the forfeited estates ; 
who were enabled to grant leases of small farms, not 
above twenty pounds a year, to individuals, who should 
take an oath to government to reside upon and cultivate 
the lands thus let. It was also provided, that no le^se 
should be granted for a longer term than twenty-ona 
years; and that the lessees should not pay above three- 
fourths of the annual value. Although these forfeited 
estates were generally encumbered with claims beyond 
their real value, and the act directed that they should be 
disposed of by public sale; yet, as they lay in the most 
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1752. disaffected parts of the highlands, it was thought neces* 
sary that they should remain in the possession of the 
crown, because, in case of their being pubUcIy sold, they 
might be purchased in trust for the families of the per- 
sons by whom they were forfeited, and thus the spirit of 
disaffection would still survive. A valuation, therefore, 
was made by the court of session in Scotland, at the joint 
suit of the crown and the creditors ; and the value being 
ascertained, the just claimants were paid out of the next 
aids granted by parliament. The bill met with consider- 
able opposition in the house of peers from the duke of 
Bedford and the earl of Bath, who probably foresaw that 
the good effects of this scheme, so laudable in itself, 
would be frustrated in the execution ; and that the act, 
instead of answering the purposes for which it was in- 
tended, would serve only as a job to gratify the rapacious 
retainers to the government, and their emissaries, in that 
country. After a warm debate, however, it was adopted 
by a great majority, and obtained the royal assent. 

X. A third law related to certain ai:ticles of the national 
debt, which was now converted into several joint stocks 
of annuities, transferrable at the bank of England, to be 
charged on the sinking fund. A great number of different 
funds for annuities, established at different times, and by 
different acts, subsisted at this period, so that it was ne- 
cessary to keep many different accounts, which could not 
be regulated without considerable trouble and expense, 
for the removal of which the bill was calculated. 

XI. In consequence of petitions from the woollen ma- 
nufacturers of Westmoreland and Yorkshire, two bUIs 
were brought in, and passed through both houses, by 
which the ports of Lancaster and Great Yarmouth were 
opened for the importation of wool and woollen yam from 
Ireland ; but why this privilege was not extended to all 
the frequented ports of the kingdom it is not easy to con- 
ceive, without supposing a little national jealousy on one 
hand, and a great deal of grievous restraint on the other. 
Over and above these new laws, some unsuccessful endea- 
vours were used in behalf of commerce and police. A bill 
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was offered for laying further restrictions on pawnbrokers 1752. 
and brokers^ that they might no longer suck the blood of ^ 

the poor^ and act as the accessories of theft and robbery, 
which was canvassed, debated, and made its way through 
the lower house; but the lords rejected it as a crude 
scheme, which they could not amend, because it was a 
money bill, not cognizable by their house, without engag- 
ing in a dispute with the commons. Another bill was 
prepared, for giving power to change the punishment of 
felony, in certain cases, to confinement and hard labour 
in dock-yards or garrisons. It was the opinion of many 
who wished well to their country, and were properly qua- 
lified to prosecute such inquiries, that the practice of con- 
signing such a number of wretches to the hands of the 
executioner served only, by its frequency, to defeat the 
purpose of the law, in robbing death of all its terror, and 
the public of many subjects, who might, notwithstanding 
their delinquency, be in some measure rendered useful to 
society. Such was the motive that influenced the pro- 
moters of this bill ; by which it was proposed, in imitation 
of that economy practised in other countries, to confine 
felons, convicted under certain circumstances, to hard la- 
bour upon the public works of the kingdom. The scheme 
was adopted by the lower house, but rejected by the 
lords, who seemed apprehensive of its bringing such dis- 
credit upon his majesty *s dock-yards, as would discourage 
persons who valued their reputation from engaging in 
such employment. Of still greater importance to the 
nation was the next measure proposed, in a bill for 
making the militia of England more useful, presented by 
Mr. Thornton, a gentleman of Yorkshire, who had dis- 
tinguished himself by his loyalty and patriotism. It was 
canvassed in a committee of the whole house, and under- 
went divers amendments; but miscarried, through the 
aversion of the ministry to any project tending to remove 
or lessen the necessity of maintaining a standing army. 
A considerable number of petitions for different regula- 
tions, in respect to commerce and convenience of traffic, 
were presented, considered, and left upon the table. A 
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I76t2. remonstrance from the prisoners confined in Ae gaol of 
the king*s bench, complaining of their miserable situation, 
arising from want of room and other conveniences, being 
taken inlo consideration by a committee, among other cH- 
dences, they examined that remarkable personage' who 
bad signaUced himself in different parts of Christendom, 
under the name of Theodore, king of Corsica. Thoogk 
formerly countenanced, axid even treated as a aovereigii 
prinoe> by the British ministry, he was now reduced to the 
forlorn condition of a confined debtor ; and, to the r^ 
proach of this kingdom, died in prison, surrounded with 
all the misery of indigence, and overwhelmed with the iii>» 
firmities of old age. But the most remarkable drcum- 
Btance of the parliamentary transactions tliat distingnished 
this session, was a motion made in both houses for an ad- 
* dress to the king, beseeching his majesty, that in time of 
public tranquilHty he would be graciously pleased to 
avoid entering into subsidiary treaties with foreign princes, 
which are so burthensome to this nation. This extra- 
ordinary proposal was made and strenuously urged by the 
duke of B — ; and a vehement debate ensued, in which 
the earls of 6 — , S^-, and H — , opposed it with an exer- 
tion of superior abiUties ; and the question being put, was 
carried in the negative without a division. The same fiite 
attended it in the house of commons, where it was intro- 
duced by lord H — y, and supported by some distingtnshed 
orators. The session ended in the latter end of March, 
when his majesty, having given his assent to ninety-five 
public and private bills, harangued botii houses, and pro- 
rogued the parliament^. 

XII. Immediately after the prorog(ktion the king ap- 
pointed a regency, and set out for Hanover, in order to 
complete the great scheme he had projected for electing 
a king of the Romans. Great Britain, in the mean time, 

k AmoDg the proceedingt of this session, it may not be improper to mentioo 
a new act for the preveotioD of murders, which had been shockingly frequent 
of late, importing, that every criminal conricted of this horrid crime shonld be 
•lecuted in one day after his sentence, and his body delivered to the surgeoos 
for dissection — an expedient which has been found productive of very salutmry 
•OQiequenees. 
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1762. fusal. He was much better employed, in obtaining m>i]%' 

the pope an abolition of the annual procession called the 

Auto da fe, one of the most horrid triumphs of spiritual 
tyranny. The peace of Italy was secured by a defensive 
treaty concluded at Madrid between the emperor, his ca- 
tholic majesty, the king of the two Sicilies, and the duke 
of Parma; to which treaty the king of Sardinia afterwards 
acceded. 

XIV. With respect to the great scheme of electing the 
archduke Joseph king of the Romans, fresh objections 
seemed to rise from different quarters. The good under- 
standing between the courts of Berlin and Hanover re- 
ceived an additional shock, from a dispute concerning the 
property of East Friesland, which his Prussian majesty 
had secured, as heir to the last possessor. His Britannic 
majesty, as elector of Hanover, having pretensions to the 
same inheritance, his minister delivered a memorial to the 
diet of the empire, assembled at Ratisbon, demanding 
that the king of Prussia, as elector of Brandenburgh, 
should be referred to the decision of the Aulic council, in 
regard to his claim to the estates of East Friesland : but 
the king, being already in possession, refused to submit his 
right to the determination of that or any other 'tribunal; 
and when the diet presumed to deliberate on this affair, 
bis envoy entered a strong protest against their proceed- 
ings. At the same time he presented the other mini- 
sters with a memorial, tending to refute the elector of 
Hanover*s pretensions to the principality in question. 

XV. At this juncture, his Prussian majesty made no 
scruple of expressing his resentment against the court of 
London, which he seemed to consider as an officious 
cabal, that had no right to intermeddle in the affairs of 
Germany. His resident at London complained to the 
British ministry, that divers ships, sailing under the Prus- 
sian flag, had been stopped at sea, and even seized by 
English cruisers ; and that his subjects had been ill 
treated and oppressed: he therefore demanded repara- 
tion in a peremptory tone ; and in the mean time discon- 
tinued the payment of the Silesian loan, which he had 
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^Arged himself with, by an article in the treaty of Brea- 1762. 
lau. This was a sum of money amounting to two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds, which the emperor Charles the 
sixth, father of the reigning empress, had borrowed of the 
subjects of Great Britain, on condition of paying an in- 
terest of six per cent, and mortgaging the silver mines of 
Silesia for the repayment of the principal. These de- 
volved to the king of Prussia with this encumbrance, and 
he continued to pay the interest punctually till this junc- 
ture, when the payment was stopped ; and he published a 
paper, entitled. An Exposition of the Motives which influ- 
enced his Conduct on this Occasion. In his memorial to 
the ministry of Great Britain he alleged, that eighteen 
Prussian ships, and thirty-three neutral vessels, in which 
the subjects of Prussia were concerned, had been unjustly 
seized by English privateers : his account of damages 
amounted to a. very considerable sum; and he demanded, 
in the most dogmatic terms, that the affair should be 
finally discussed in the term of three months from the 
date of his remonstrance. The exposition and memorial 
were subjected to the examination of the ablest civilians 
in England, who refuted every article of the charge with 
equal precision and perspicuity. They proved, that cap- 
tures by sea fell properly under the cognizance of those 
powers under whose jurisdiction the seizures were made ; 
and, therefore, his Prussian majesty could not, consistent 
with the law of nations, determine these disputes in his 
own tribunals. They demonstrated, by undoubted evi- 
dence, the falsity of many facts alleged in the memorial, 
as well as the fairness of the proceedings by which some 
few of the Prussian vessels had been condemned; and 
made it appear, that no insult or injury had been offered 
to the subjects of Prussia. Finally, they observed, that 
the Silesian loan was a private transaction of such a na- 
ture, that, even if a war had happened between the em- 
peror Charles the sixth and his Britannic majesty, this 
must have been held sacred and inviolable: that when 
the empress queen ceded Silesia to the king of Prussia, 
this monarch charged himself with the repayment of the 
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lt62. loaiii which, being a private debt, and trantferrable, 

BOW diffused into different countries, and become the pro- 
perty of many others besides the subjects of Great Bri- 
tain. They wound up their chain of reasoning by ob- 
serving, that, according to agreement with the emperor^ 
the whole of this loan should have been repaid in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and forty-five ; whereas 
the complaints specified in the Prussian memorial were 
founded on facts posterior to that period. Whether hia 
Prussian majesty was convinced by these reasooa, and 
desisted from principle, or thought proper to give up his 
daim upon other political considerations ; certain it is^ he 
no longer insisted upon satisfinction, but ordered the pay- 
ment of the Silesian loan to be continued without further 
interruption : a report, indeed, was circulated, that advan- 
tage had been taken of the demur by a certain prince^ 
who employed his agents to buy up great part of the 
loan at a considerable discount. 

XVI. How much soever the king of Prussia may be 
the subject of censure on this occasion, it must be allowed 
that, with regard to his own subjects, he acted as a wise 
legislator, and the father of his country. He peopled the 
deserts of Pomerania, by encouraging, with royal boun- 
ties, a great number of industrious emigrants to settle in 
that province ; the iace of which, in a very few years, un- 
derwent the most agreeable alteration. Above sixty new 
villages arose amidst a barren waste, and every part of the 
country exhibited marks of successful cultivation. Those 
solitary and desolate plains, where no human footsteps had 
for many ages been seen, were now converted into fields 
of corn. The farms were regularly parcelled out : the 
houses multiplied, and teemed with population : the happy 
peasants, sheltered in a peculiar manner under their king's 
protection, sowed their grounds in peace, and reaped their 
harvest in security. The same care and indulgence were 
extended to the unpeopled parts of other provinces within 
ihe Prussian dominions; and extraordinary encouragement 
was granted to all French protestants who should come 
and settle under the government of this political sage. 
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XVil. The courts of Vienna and Hanover still em- 1753. 
plojred their chief attention upon the scheme of electing a 
king of the Romans ; and the elector of Mentz, influenced 
by the majority of the college, had convoked an electoral 
diet for that purpose: but strong protests against this 
convocation were entered by the electors of Cologne and 
Palatine; insomuch that it was thought expedient to con<^ 
ciliate this last, by taking some steps in his favour, with 
respect to the satisfaction he demanded from the empress 
queen and his Britannic majesty. His claim upon the 
court of Vienna amounted to three millions of florins, l^ 
way of indemnification for the losses he bad sustained 
during the war. He demanded of the king of England 
twenty thousand pounds sterling, for provision and forage 
furnished to the British troops while they acted on the 
Maine ; and the like sum for the like purposes from the 
states-general of the United Provinces. The empress 
queen could not help remonstrating against this demand, 
as exorbitant in itself, and the more unreasonable, as the 
elector palatine, at the death of her father, had openly 
declared against the pragmatic sanction, which he had 
guaranteed in the most solemn manner: she therefore 
observed, that the damage he had sustained, in conse* 
quence of that declaration, ought to be considered as the 
common fate of war. These reasons, though conclusive 
and irrefragable in the usual way of arguing, made no 
impression upon the palatine, who perfectly well under* 
stood his own importance, and was determined to seize 
this opportunity of turning it to the best advantage. The 
court of Vienna and the maritime powers, finding him 
thus obstinately attached to his own interest, resolved to 
bring him over to their views at any rate, and commenced 
a negotiation with him, which produced a formal treaty. 
By this convention his demands in money were fixed at 
twelve hundred thousand Dutch florins, to be paid at 
three instalments, five hundred thousand by the empress 
queen, and the remaining seven hundred thousand by the 
king of Great Britain and the states-general, according to 
the proportion established in former treaties. The privi- 
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1762. lege of Non appeUendo, for the duchy of Deux-ponts, was 
confirmed to his electoral highness, together with some 
other rights and pretensions, in consideration of his con- 
curring with the other electors in the choice of a king of 
the Romans, to be elected according to the customs pre- 
scribed by the laws and constitutions of the empire. He 
likewise engaged to join them in settling the articles of 
the capitulation with the king of the Romans, emperor tit 
fuiuro. Yet, even after the concurrence of this prince 
was secured, the purposed election proved abortive, from 
the strong objections that were started, and the strenuous 
opposition which was made by his Prussian majesty, who, 
perhaps, aspired in secret to the imperial . dignity, which 
the empress queen took all this pains to perpetuate in her 
own family. 
A.D.1753. XVni. The king of Great Britain, returning from the 
continent, opened the session of parliament on the eleventh 
day of January with a speech, implying, that all his views 
and negotiations had been conducted and directed to pre- 
serve and secure the duration of the general peace, so 
agreeable and necessary to the welfare of all Europe: 
that he had the satisfaction to be assured of a good dispo- 
sition in all the powers that were his allies, to adhere to 
the same salutary object. He exhorted them to continue 
their attention to the reduction of the national debt, the 
augmentation of the sinking fund, and the improvement of 
the public revenue. He recommended to their serious 
consideration what further laws and regulations might be 
necessary for suppressing those crimes and disorders, of 
which the public had so justly complained; and concluded 
with an assurance, that his hearty concurrence and endea- 
vours should never be wanting in any measure that might 
promote their welfare and prosperity. The addresses in 
answer to this speech were couched in the usual form of 
implicit approbation; but that of the commons did not 
pass without question. The earl of E took excep- 
tions to one paragraph, in which they acknowledged his 
majesty's wisdom, as well as goodness, in pursuing such 
measures as must contribute to maintain and render per- 
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manent the general tranquillity of Europe ; and declared l''^* 
their satisfaction at the assurances his majesty had re- 
ceived from bis allies, that they were all attached to the 
same salutary object. His lordship expatiated on the ab- 
surdity of these compliments at such a juncture, ^when the 
peace of Europe was so precarious, and the English na- 
tion had so much cause of complaint and dissatisfaction. 
He was seconded by some other individuals, who de- 
claimed with great vivacity against continental connex- 
ions ; and endeavoured to expose the weakness and folly 
of the whole system of foreign measures which our mini- 
stry had lately pursued. It must be owned, indeed, that 
they might have chosen a better opportunity to compli- 
ment their sovereign on the permanency of the peace than 
at this juncture, when they must have seen themselves on 
the very brink of a new rupture with the most formidable 
power in Europe. But the truth is, these addresses to 
the throne had been long considered as compliments of 
course, implying no more than a respectful attachment to 
their sovereign : accordingly, both houses agreed to their 
respective addresses without division. The two grand 
committees, of supply and of ways and means, being esta- 
blished, the business of the house was transacted without 
much altercation ; and the people had great reason to be 
satisfied with their moderate proceedings. Ten thousand 
seamen, and the usual number of land forces, were re- 
tained for the service of the ensuing year. They pro- 
vided for the maintenance of the new colony in Nova 
Scotia, the civil establishment of Georgia, the support of 
the castles on the coast of Guinea, and the erection of a 
new fort at Anamaboa, where the French had attempted 
to make a settlement; and they enabled his majesty to 
fulfil his engagements with the king of Poland and the 
elector of Bavaria. 

XIX. The supplies, including grants for former defi- 
ciencies and services, for which no provision had been 
made in the course of the last year, did not exceed two 
millions one hundred and thirty-two thousand seven hun- 
dred and seven pounds seventeen shillings and twopence 
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iTAa. halfpenny; in order to defray which expense they aa- 
Bigned the duty on malt, etc. the land tax at two shiUingi 
in the pound, the surplus of certain funds in the ex*^ 
chequer, and the sum of four hundred and twenty tboiir 
sand pounds out of the sinking fund ; so that the exceed- 
ings amounted to near three hundred thousand pounds ^ 
As for the national debt, it now stood at the enormous 
sum of seventy-four millions three hundred and sixty* 
eight thousand four hundred and fifty-one pounds fifteen 
shillings and one penny ; and the sinking fund produced 
one milUon, seven hundred and thirty-five thousand fiv^ 
hundred and twenty-nine pounds six shillings and tenr 
pence farthing. 

XX. One of the first measures brought upon the cai* 
pet in the course of this session, was an act containing 
regulations for the better preservation of the games ^f 
which so great havoc had been made by poachers, and 
other persons unqualified to enjoy that diversion, that the 
total extirpation of it was apprehended. 

XXI. The next step taken by the commons was an 
affair of much greater consequence to the community, 
being a bill for obliging ships the more effectually to perr 
form quarantine, in order to prevent the plague firom beiag 
imported from foreign countries into Great Britain. Fcht 
this purpose it was ordained, that if this dreadful visitar 
tion should appear in any ship to the northward of Cape 
Finisterre, the master or commander should immediately 
proceed to the harbour of New Grimsby, in one of the 
islands of Scilly, and there communicate the discovery to 
some officer of the customs ; who should with the first 
opportunity transmit this intelligence to another customs- 
bouse officer in the nearest port of England, to be by 
him forwarded to one of his majesty's principal secretaries 
of state. In the mean time the ship should remain at the 
said island, and not an individual presume to go ashore, 

* Several duties on salt, as well as on red and white herrings deliTered out 
for home consumption, were rendered perpetual, though subject to be redeemed 
liy parliament ; and it was providedi that the debt contracted upon these dati«9 
btinff discharged, all the auer produce of them should become part of the tank' 
tag mod. 
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until bis majesty's pleasure should be known. It was also ^763. 
provided, tbat in case tbe master of a ship thus infected *"*"""" 
should not be able to make the islands of Scilly, or be 
forced up either channel by violent winds, she should not 
enter any frequented harbour ; but remain in some open 
road, until he could receive orders from his majesty, or 
the privy council: that, during this interval, he should 
avoid all intercourse with the shore, or any person or 
vessel whatsoever, on pain of being deemed guilty of fe* 
lony, and suffering death without benefit of clergy. 

XXII. In order the more effectually to repress the bar* 
barous practice of plundering ships which have the mis*- 
fortune to suffer shipwreck; a practice which prevailed 
upon many different parts of the British coast, to the 
disgrace of the nation, and the scandal of human nature ; 
a bill was prepared, containing clauses to enforce the laws 
against such savage delinquents, who prowl along the 
shore, like hungry wolves, in hope of preying upon their 
fellow-creatures ; and certain provisions for the relief of 
the unhappy sufferers**. When the mutiny bill fell under 
deliberation, the earl of Egmont proposed a new clause 
for empowering and requiring regimental courts-martial 
to examine witnesses upon oath in all their trials. The 
proposal occasioned a debate, in which the ministry were 
pretty equally divided ; but tbe clause was disapproved 
by the majority, and this annual bill was enacted into a 
law without any alteration. 

XXIIL The next bill was framed in consequence of 
divers pe^tions presented by the exporters of conii who 
complained that tbe bounties were not paid, and prayed 
that the house would make proper provision for that pur« 
pose. A bill was accordingly brought in, importing, that 

* By the new law, the clerk of die peace io tbe county where the orime thall 
be committed is obliged, upon receiviDg proper information, to prosecute tbe 
offenders at the expense of toe county. It was likewise proposed, that io case 
DO prosecution of this nature should be commenced within a certain limited 
time after tbe information should have been legally given, in that case the 
county might be sued by the penon who had sustained the damage, and ob- 
liged to indeomify him for his loss : but this clause was rejected oy the ma- 
jority ; and the bill, haying made its way through both houses, received the 
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1763. interest after the rate of three per cent, should be allowed 
upon every debenture for the bounty on the exportation 
of corn, payable by the receiver-general or cashier of the 
customs, until the principal could be discharged out of 
such customs or duties as are appropriated for the pay- 
ment of this bounty. This premium on the exportation 
of corn ought not to be granted, except when the lowness 
of the market price in Great Britain proves that there is 
a superabundance in the kingdom; otherwise the ex- 
porter will find bis account in depriving our own labourers 
of their bread, in order to supply our rivals at an easier 
rate : for example, suppose wheat in England should sell 
at twenty shillings a quarter, the merchant might export 
into France, and afford it to the people of that kingdom 
for eighteen shillings, because the bounty on exportation 
would, even at that rate, afford him a considerable ad- 
vantage. 

XXIV . A great number of merchants having presented 
petitions from different parts of the kingdom, represent- 
ing that the trade of Turkey was greatly decreased, as- 
cribing this diminution to the exclusive charter enjoyed 
by a monopoly, and praying that the trade might be laid 
open to all his majesty's subjects ; one of the members for 
Liverpool moved for leave to bring in a bill for this pur- 
pose. Such a measure had been twice before proposed 
without success ; but now it was adopted without opposi- 
tion. A bill was immediately introduced ; and, notwith- 
standing all the interest and efforts of the Turkey com- 
pany, who petitioned the house against it, and were heard 
by their counsel, it passed through both houses, and re- 
ceived the royal sanction. By this regulation, any British 
subject may obtain the freedom of the Turkey company, 
by paying or rendering a fine of twenty pounds ; and all 
the members are secured from the tyranny of oppressive 
bye laws, contrived by any monopolizing cabal*. 

* Several other billi were passed— one for reguUtiog the number of public 
houMS, and the more easy conviction of persons selling ale and strong liquors 
without a licence ; an act which empowered the justices of peace to tyranniae 
over their fellow-subjects — a second, enabling the magistrates of Edinburgh to 
improve, enlarge, and adorn the avenues and streets of that city, accordiog to 
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XXV. But this session was chiefly distinguished by an 1759. 
act for naturalizing jews, and a bill for the better prevent- 
ing clandestine marriages* The first of these, which 
passed without much opposition in the house of lords, 
from which it descended to the commons, was entitled, 
" An act to permit persons professing the Jewish religion 
to be naturalized by parliament, and for other -purposes 
therein mentioned.'* It was supported by some petitions 
of merchants and manufacturers, who, upon examination, 
appeared to be jews, or their dependents; and counte- 
nanced by the ministry, who thought they foresaw, in the 
consequences of such a naturalization, a great accession to 
the monied interest, and a considerable increase of their 
own influence among the individuals of that community. 
They boldly affirmed, that such a law would greatly con- 
duce to the advantage of the nation ; that it would en- 
courage persons of wealth to remove with their effects 
from foreign parts into Great Britain, increase the com- 
merce and the credit of the kingdom, and set a laudable 
example of industry, temperance, and frugality. Such, 
however, were not the sentiments of the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of the city of London in common 
council assembled ; who, in a petition to parliament, ex- 
pressed their apprehension that the bill, if passed into a 
law, would tend greatly to the dishonour of the christian 
reUgion, endanger the excellent constitution, and be highly 
prejudicial to the interest and trade of the kingdom in 
general, and of the city of London in particular. An- 
other petition to the same purpose was next day presented 
to the house, subscribed by merchants and traders of the 
city of London ; who, among other allegations, observed, 
that the consequences of such a naturalization would 
greatly affect their trade and commerce with foreign na- 
tions, particularly with Spain and Portugal. Counsel was 
heard, evidence examined, and the bill produced violent 

a concerted plan, to be executed by voluntary subscription — a third, allowing 
the exportation of wool and woollen yam from Ireland into any port of Great 
Britain — and a fourth, prescribing the breadth of the wheels belonging to 
heavy carriages, that the high roads of the kingdom might be the better pre- 
served. 

VOL. III. X 
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1753. debates, in which there seemed to be more passion than 
patriotism, more declamation than argument. The ad- 
versaries of the bill affirmed, that 9uch a naturalisation 
would deluge the kingdom with brokers, usurers^ and 
beggars: that the rich jews, under the shadow of this 
indulgence, would purchase lands, and even advowsons ; 
so as not only to acquire an interest in the legislature, but 
also to influence the constitution of the church of Christ, 
to which they were the inveterate and professed enemies: 
that the lower class of that nation, when thus admitted to 
the right of denizens, would interfere with the industrious 
natives who earn their livelihood by their labour ; and by 
dint of the most parsimonious frugality, to which the 
English are strangers, work at an under price ; so as not 
only to share, but even in a manner to exclude them from 
all employment : that such an adoption of vagrant jews 
into the community from all parts of the world, would 
rob the real subjects of their birthright, disgrace the cha- 
racter of the nation, expose themselves to the most dis- 
honourable participation and intrusion, endanger the con- 
stitution both in church and state, and be an indelible 
reproach upon the established religion of the country. 
Some of these orators seemed transported even to a de- 
gree of enthusiasm. They prognosticated, that the jews 
would multiply so much in number, engross such wealth, 
and acquire so great power and influence in Great Britain,, 
that their persons would be revered, their customs imi- 
tated, and Judaism become the fashionable religion of the 
English. Finally, they affirmed that such an act was 
directly flying in the face of the prophecy, which declares, 
that the jews shall be a scattered people, without country 
or fixed habitation, until they shall be converted from 
their infidelity, and gathered together in the land of their 
forefathers. These arguments and apprehensions, which 
were in reality frivolous and chimerical, being industri- 
ously circulated among the vulgar, naturally prejudiced 
against the Jewish people, excited such a ferment through- 
out the nation, as ought to have deterred the ministry 
from the prosecution of such an unpopular measure; 
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which, however, they had courage enough to maintain 1768« 
against all opposition. The bill passed the ordeal of both 
houses, and his majesty vouchsafed the royal sanction to 
this law in favour of the Hebrew nation. The truth is, it 
might have increased the wealth, and extended the com- 
merce, of Great Britain, had it been agreeable to the 
people ; and as the naturalized jews would still have been 
excluded from all civil and military offices, as well as from 
other privileges enjoyed by their christian brethren, in all 
probability they would have gradually forsaken their own 
unprofitable and obstinate infidelity, opened their eyes to 
the shining truths of the gospel, and joined their fellow- 
subjects in embracing the doctrines of Christianity. But 
no ministry ought to risk an experiment, how plausible 
soever it may be, if they find it, as this was| an object of 
the people's unconquerable aversion. What rendered this 
unpopular measure the more impolitic, was the unseason- 
able juncture at which it was carried into execution; that 
is, at the eve of a general election for a new parliament, 
when a minister ought carefully to lavoid every step which 
may give umbrage to the body of the people. The earl 
of Eg — t, who argued against the bill with equal power 
and vivacity, in describing the efiPect it might have upon 
that occasion, *' I am amazed,** said he, '' that this consi- 
deration makes no impression. — When that day, which is 
not far ofiP, shall arrive, I shall not fear to set my foot 
upon any ground of election in the kingdom, in opposi- 
tion to any one man among you, or any new christian, 
who has voted or appeared in favour of this naturaliza- 
tion." 

XXVI. Another bill, transmitted from the upper house, 
met with a reception equally unfavourable among the com- 
mons, though it was sustained on the shoulders of the 
majority, and thus forced its way to the throne, where it 
obtained the royal approbation. The practice of solemn- 
izing clandestine marriages, so prejudicial to the peace of 
families, and so often productive of misery to the parties 
themselves thus united, was an evil that prevailed to such 
a degree as claimed the attention of the legislature. The 

x2 
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1768. tons and daughters of great and opulent families, before 
they had acquired knowledge and experience, or attained 
to the years of discretion, were every day seduced in their 
affections, and inveigled into matches big with infamy and 
ruin ; and these were greatly facilitated by the opportuni- 
ties that occurred of being united instantaneously by the 
ceremony of marriage, in the first transport of passion, 
before the destined victim had time to cool or deliberate 
on the subject. For this pernicious purpose, there was a 
band of profligate miscreants, the refuse of the clergy, 
dead to every sentiment of virtue, abandoned to all sense 
of decency and decorum, for the most part prisoners for 
debt or delinquency, and indeed the very outcasts of hu- 
man society, who hovered about the verge of the Fleet 
prison to intercept customers, plying like porters for em- 
ployment, and performed the ceremony of marriage with- 
out licence or question, in cellars, garrets, or alehouses, 
to the scandal of religion, and the dbgraoe of that order 
which they professed. The ease with which this eccle- 
siastical sanction was obtained, and the vicious disposition 
of those wretches, open to the practices of fraud and cor- 
ruption, were productive of polygamy, indigence, conjugal 
infidelity, prostitution, and every curse that could im- 
bitter the married state. A remarkable case of this na- 
ture having fallen under the cognizance of the peers, in 
an appeal from an inferior tribunal, that house ordered 
the judges to prepare a new bill for preventing such 
abuses ; and one was accordingly framed, under the aus- 
pices of lord Hardwicke, at that time lord high chancellor 
of England. In order to anticipate the bad effects of 
clandestine marriages, this new statute enacted, that the 
banns should be regularly published, three successive 
Sundays, in the church of the parish where the parties 
dwell : that no licence should be granted to marry in any, 
place, where one of the parties has not dwelt at least a 
month, except a special licence by the archbishop : that 
if any marriage should be solemnized in any other place 
than a church or a chapel, without a special licence ; or, 
in a public chapel, without having published the banns. 
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or obtained a licence of some person properly qualified; 1753. 
the marriage should be void, and the person who solemn- 
ized it transported for seven years: that marriages, by 
licence, of parties under age, without consent of parent or 
guardian, should be null and void, unless the party under 
age be a widow, and the parent refusing consent a widow 
married again : that when the consent of a mother or 
guardian is refused from caprice, or such parent or 
guardian be non compos mentis, or beyond sea, the minor 
should have recourse for relief to the court of chancery r 
that no suit should be commenced to compel a celebration 
of marriage, upon pretence of any contract : that all mar- 
riages should be solemnized before two witnesses, and an 
entry be made in a book kept for that purpose, whether 
it was by banns or licence, whether either of the parties 
were under age, or the marriage celebrated with the con- 
sent of parent or guardian ; and this entry to be signed 
by the minister, the parties, and the witnesses: that a 
false licence or certificate, or destroying register books, 
should be deemed felony, either in principal or accessary, 
and punished with death. The bill, when first considered 
in the lower house, gave rise to a variety of debates ; in 
which the members appeared to be divided rather accord- 
ing to their real sentiments, than by the rules of any poli- 
tical distinction: for some principal servants of the go- 
vernment freely differed in opinion from the minister, who 
countenanced the bill ; while, on the other hand, he was, 
on this occasion, supported by certain chiefs of the oppo- 
sition ; and the disputes were maintained with extraordi- 
nary eagerness and warmth. The principal objections 
imported, that such restrictions on marriage would damp 
the spirit of love and propagation; promote mercenary 
matches, to the ruin of domestic happiness, as well as to 
the prejudice of posterity and population ; impede the 
circulation of property, by preserving the wealth of the 
kingdom among a kind of aristocracy of opulent families, 
who would always intermarry within their own pale ; sub- 
ject the poor to many inconveniences and extraordinary 
expense, from the nature of the forms to be observed ; 



SIO HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1763. and throw an additional power into the hands of the 
chancellor. They affirmed, that no human power had a 
right to dissolve a vow solemnly made in the aight of 
heaven: and that, in proportion as the bill prevented 
clandestine marriages, it would encourage fornication and 
debauchery, insomuch as the parties restrained from in- 
dulging their mutual passions in an honourable manner, 
would be tempted to gratify them by stealth, at the ha- 
zard of their reputation. In a word, they foresaw a great 
number of evils in the train of this bill, which have not 
yet been realized. On the other side, its advocates en- 
deavoured to refute these arguments; and some of them 
spoke with great strength and precision. The bill under- 
went a great number of alterations and amendments; 
which were not effected without violent contest and alter- 
cation. At length, however, it was floated through both 
houses on the tide of a great majority, and steered into 
the safe harbour of royal approbation. Certain H is, the 
abuse of clandestine marriage might have been removed 
upon much easier terms than those imposed upon the sub- 
ject by this bill; which, after all, hath been fodnd ineffec- 
tual, as it may be easily eluded by a short voyage to the 
continent, or a moderate journey to North Britain, where 
the indissoluble knot may be tied without scruple or in- 
terruption. 

XXVII. Over and above these new statutes, there 
were some other subjects which occasionally employed 
the attention of the commons ; such as the state of the 
British sugar colonies, which was considered in conse- 
quence of petitions presented by the sugar refiners and 
grocers of London, Westminster, and Bristol, complain- 
ing of the exorbitant price demanded and given for sugars 
imported from Jamaica ; desiring that the proprietors of 
land in Jamaica might be obliged to cultivate greater quan- 
tities of ground for raising sugar canes, or that they (the 
petitioners) might have leave to import muscovado sugars 
from other countries, when the price of those imported 
from Jamaica should exceed a certain rate. This remon- 
strance was taken into consideration by a committee of 
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the whole house ; and a great misiber of eridences and 1758. 
papers being examined, they resohredy that the peopling 
of Jamaica with white inhabitants! and cultivating the 
lands thereof, would be the most proper measure for se* 
curing that island, and increasing the trade and navigation 
between it and Great Britain, and other parts of his ma- 
jesty's dominions: that the endeavours hitherto used by 
the legislature of Jamaica to increase the number of white 
inhabitants, and enforce the cultivation of lands, in the 
manner that might best conduce to the security and de- 
fence of that island, had not been effectual for these pur- 
poses. The house ordered a bill to be founded on these 
resolutions; but this was postponed, until the ministry 
should recjeive more fiill information touching the true 
state of that island. The planters of Jamaica laboured 
under many grievances and hardships, from divers heavy 
impositions and restrictions; and a detail of these was 
transmitted in a representation to his majesty, which was 
referred to the consideration of the commissioners of trade 
and plantations. The cause of ihe planters was defended 
vigorously, and managed in the house of commons by al- 
derman Beckford, a gentleman of vast possessions in the 
island of Jamaica, who perfectly well understood, and stre- 
nuously supported, the interest of that his native country. 
XXVIII. Abortive also proved the attempt to esta- 
blish a law for keeping an annual register of marriages, 
births, deaths, the individuals who received alms, and the 
total number of people in Great Britain. A bill for this 
purpose was presented by Mr. Potter, a gentleman of 
pregnant parts and spirited elocution ; who, enumerating 
the advantages of such a law, observed, that it would as- 
certain the number of the people, and the collective 
strength of the nation ; consequently, point out those 
places where there is a defect or excess of population, 
and certainly determine whether a general naturalization 
would be advantageous or prejudicial to the community: 
that it would decide what number of men might, on any 
sudden emergency, be levied for the defence of the king- 
dom ; and whether the nation is gainer or loser by send- 
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1753. ing its natives ta settle, and our troops totdefend dislaol 
colonies : that it would be the means of estabfishing m 
local administration of civil government, or m police, ttpoo 
certain fixed principles, the want of which hath been long 
a reproach to the nation, a security to vice, and an oh 
couragement to idleness : that in many cases, where al 
other evidence is wanting, it would enable suitors to ie> 
cover their right in courts of justice, faciUtate an equal 
and equitable assessment in raising the present taxes, and 
laying future impositions; specify the lipeal descenta, le- 
lations, and alliances of families ; lighten the intolerable 
burthens incurred by the public, from innumerable and 
absurd regulations relating to the poor; provide for them 
by a more equal exertion of humanity, and^ efiectuatty 
screen them from all risk of perishing by hunger, cold, 
cruelty, and oppression. Whether such a law wooU 
have answered the sanguine expectations of its patron, 
we shall not pretend to determine; though, in our opinion, 
it must have been attended with very salutary conse- 
quences, particularly in v^straining the hand of robbery 
and violence, in detecting fraud, bridling the ferocity of 
a licentious people, and establishing a happy system of 
order and subordination. At first the bill met with little 
opposition, except from Mr. Thornton, member for the 
city of York, who inveighed against it with great fervour, 
as a measure that savoured of French policy, to which die 
English nation ever had the utmost aversion. He af> 
firmed, that the method in which it was proposed Aim 
register should be kept, would furnish the enemies of 
Great Britain with continual opportunities of knowing die 
strength or weakness of the nation ; that it would em- 
power an ill-designing minister to execute any scheme 
subversive of public liberty, invest parish and petty offi- 
cers of the peace with exorbitant powers, and cost the 
nation about fiflty thousand pounds a year to carry the 
scheme into execution. These arguments, which we ap- 
prehend are extremely frivolous and inconclusive, had 
great weight with a considerable number, who joined in 
the opposition, while the ministry stood neutral. Never- 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 818 

theleas^ after having undergone some amendments, it was 1763. 
Gonyeyed to the lords, by whom it was, at the second 
reading, thrown out, as a scheme of very dangerous ten* 
dency. The legislature of Great Britain have, on some 
occasions, been more startled at the distant shadow of a 
bare possibility, than at the real approach of the most 
dangerous innovation. 

XXIX. From the usual deUberations on civil and com* 
mercial concerns, the attention of the parliament, which 
had seldom or never turned upon literary avocations, was 
called off by an extraordinary subject of this nature. Sir 
Hans Sloane, the celebrated physician and naturalist, well 
known through all the civilized countries of Europe for 
his ample collection of rarities, culled from the animal, 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, as well as of antiquities 
and curiosities of art, had directed, in his last will, that 
his valuable museum, together with his numerous library, 
should be offered to the parliament, for the use of the 
public, in consideration of their paying a certain sum in 
compensation to his heirs. His terms were embraced by 
the commons, who agreed to pay twenty thousand pounds 
for the whole, supposed to be worth four times that sum; 
and a bill was prepared for purchasing this nmsemn, to- 
gether with the Harleian collection of manuscripts, so de- 
nominated from its founder, Robert Harley, earl of Ox- 
ford, lord high 'treasurer of England, and now offered to 
the public by his daughter, the duchess of Portland. It 
was proposed that these purchases should be joined to 
the famous Cottonian library, and a suitable repository 
provided for them and the king*s library, which had long 
lain neglected and exposed to the injuries of the weather 
in the old dormitory at Westminster. Accordingly, trus- 
tees and governors, consisting of the most eminent persons 
of the kingdom, were appointed, and regulations esta- 
blished for the management of this noble museum, which 
was deposited in Montague house, one of the most mag- 
nificent edifices in England, where it is subjected, without 
reserve, to the view of the public, under certain necessary 
restrictions, and exhibits a glorious monument of national 
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I7fia. taste and liberality'. In the beginning of June the session 
of parliament was closed by his majesty, who mentioned 
nothing particular in his speech, but that the state of fo- 
reign affairs had suffered no alteration since their meeting. 
XXX. The genius of the English people is perhaps 
incompatible with a state of perfect tranquillity ; if it is 
not ruffled by foreign provocations, or agitated by un- 
popular measures of domestic administration, it will un- 
dergo temporary fermentations from the turbulent ingre- 
dients inherent in its own constitution. Tumults are 
excited, and faction kindled into rage and inveteracy, by 
incidents of the most frivolous nature. At this juncture 
the metropolis of England was divided and discomposed 
in a surprising manner, by a dispute in itself of so little 
consequence to the community, that it would not deserve 
a place in a general history, if it did not serve to convey a 
characteristic idea of the English nation. In the begin- 
ning of the year an obscure damsel, of low degree, whose 
name was Elizabeth Canning, promulgated a report, 
which in a little time attracted the attention of the pubKc. 
She affirmed, that on the first day of the new year, at 
night, she was seized under Bedlam wall by two ruffians, 
who having stripped her of her upper apparel, secured 
her mouth with a gag, and threatened to murder her 
should she make the least noise ; that they conveyed her 
on foot about ten miles, to a place called Enfield-wash, 
and brought her to the house of one Mrs. Wells, where 
she was pillaged of her stays ; and, because she refused 
to turn prostitute, confined in a cold, damp, separate, and 
unfurnished apartment; where she remained a whole 

' The library of nr HaDt Slotoe cootitted of above fifty thoutaod volaoMi, 
iocludine about three hundred and fifty books of drawings, and three thousand 
five hundred and sixteen manuscripts, besides a multitude of prints. The mu- 
seum comprehended an infinite number of medals, coins, urns, utensils, leals^ 
cameos, intaglios, precious stones, vessels of agate and jasper, crystals, spars, 
fossils, metals, minerals, ores, earths, sands, saitu, bitumens, sulphurs, amber, 
ambergris, talcs, micas, festacea, corals, sponges, echini, eclienites, asterias^ 
trochi, crustacisB, Stellas marine, fishes, birds, eggs and nests, vipers, serpents, 
quadrupeds, insects, human calculi, anatomical preparations, seeds, gums, 
roots, dried plants, pictures, drawings, and mathemaiicad instruments. All these 
articles, witn a short account of each, are specified in thirty -eight volumes in 
folio, sod eight in quarto. 
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month, without any other sustenance than a few stale 1759. 
crusts of bread, and about a gallon of water; till at length 
she forced her way through a window, and ran home to 
her mother's house, almost naked, in the night of (he 
twenty-ninth of January. This story, improbable and un- 
supported, operated so strongly on the passions of the 
people in the neighbourhood of Aldermanbury, where 
Canning's mother lived, and particularly among fanatics 
of all denominations, that they raised voluntary contribu- 
tions, with surprising eagerness, in order to bring the 
supposed delinquents to justice. Warranti were granted 
for apprehending Wells, who kept the houie at Enfield- 
wash, and her accomplices, the servant maid, whose name 
was Virtue Hall, and one Squires, an old gy|sy woman, 
which last was charged by Canning of having t)bbed her 
of her stays. Wells, though acquitted of the fciony, was 
punished as a bawd. Hall turned evidence for Canning, 
but afterwards recanted. Squires, the gypsy, wis con- 
victed of the robbery, though she produced un4^ubted 
evidence to prove that she was at Abbotsbury in I^rset- 
shire that very night in which the felony was 8aid\to be 
committed ; and Canning and her friends fell into levers 
contradictions during the course of the trial. By this ime 
the prepossession of the common people in her favour lad 
risen to such a pitch of enthusiasm, that the most paya- 
ble truths which appeared on the other side, had no otler 
effect than that of exasperating them to the most danger* 
ous degree of rage .and revenge. Some of the witnesses 
for Squires, though persons of unblemished character, 
were so intimidated, that they durst not enter the court; 
and those who had resolution enough to give evidence in 
her behalf, ran the risk of assassination from the vulgar 
that surrounded the place. On this occasion, sir Crisp 
Gascoyne, lord mayor of London, behaved with that 
laudable courage and humanity which ought ever to dis- 
tinguish the chief magistrate of such a metropolis. Con- 
sidering the improbability of the charge, the heat, par- 
tiality, and bUnd enthusiasm with which it was prosecuted, 
and being convinced of the old woman's innocence by a 
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1753. peat number of affidavits, voluntarily sent up from the 
""""""^ country by persons of unquestionable credit, he, in coo- 
jmiction with some other worthy citizens, resolved to op- 
pose the torrent of vulgar prejudice. .Application was 
mate to the throne for mercy: the case was referred 
to tbe attorney and solicitor-general, who, having ex»- 
mined the evidences on both sides, made their repoit 
in favour of Squires to the king and council ; and this 
poor old creature was indulged with his majesty's pardon. 
This afiair was now swelled up into such a faction as 
divided the greater part of the kingdom, including the 
rich as well as the poor, the high as well as the humble. 
Pamphlets md pasquinades were published on both aides 
of the dispite, which became the general topic of conver- 
sation in ill assemblies ; and people of all ranks espoused 
one or otier party with as much warmth and animosity as 
had ever inflamed the whigs and tories, even at the most 
rancorms period of their opposition. Subscriptions were 
opened, and large sums levied, on one side, to prosecute 
for p^jury the persons on whose evidence the pardon had 
beengranted. On the other hand, those who had inter- 
estec themselves for the gypsy» resolved to support her 
witi^ses, and, if possible, detect the imposture of Can- 
niig. Bills of perjury were preferred on both sides. 
Tie evidences for Squires were tried and acquitted ; at 
fiist Canning absconded ; but afterwards surrendered to 
take her trial, and being, after a long hearing, found 
guilty, was transported to the British .colonies. The seal 
of her friends, however, seemed to be inflamed by her 
conviction ; and those who carried on the prosecutioti 
against her were insulted, even to the danger of their 
lives. They supplied her with necessaries of all sorts, 
paid for her transportation in a private ship, where she 
enjoyed all the comforts and conveniences that could be 
afforded in that situation, and furnished her with such re- 
commendations as secured to her a very agreeable recep- 
tion in New England. 

XXXI. Next to this very remarkable transaction, the 
incident that principally distinguished this year in £n^ 
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land, was tlie execution of Dr. Archibald Cameron^ a \7b^ 
native of North Britain, and brother to Cameron of Lo* — ~-" 
chiel^ chief of that numerous and warlike tribe, who had 
taken the field with the prince pretender. After the 
battle of CuUoden, where he was dangerously wounded, 
he found means to escape to the continent* His brother, 
the doctor, had accompanied him in all his expeditions, 
though not in a military capacity, and was included with 
him in the act of attainder passed against those who had 
been concerned in the rebellion. Notwithstanding the 
imminent danger attending such an attempt, the doctor 
returned privately to Scotland, in order (as it was re«> 
ported) to recover a suin of money belonging to the pre^ 
tender, which bad been embezzled by his adherents in 
that country. Whatever may have been his inducement 
to revisit his native country under such a predicament^ 
certain it is, he was discovered, apprehended, conducted 
to London, confined in the Tower, examined by the privy 
council, and produced in the court of king's bench, where 
his identity being proved by several witnesses, he received 
sentence of death, and was executed at Tyburn. The 
terror and resentment of the people, occasioned by the 
rebellion, having by this time subsided, their humane 
passions did not fail to operate in favour of this unfor- 
tunate gentleman : their pity was mingled with esteem, 
arising from his personal character, which was altogether 
unblemished, and bis deportment on this occasion, which 
they could not help admiring, as the standard of manly 
fortitude and decorum. The populace, though not very 
subject to tender emotions, were moved to compassion, 
and even to tears, by his behaviour at the place of execu- 
tion ; and many sincere well-wishers to the present esta- 
blishment thought that the sacrifice of this victim, at such 
a juncture, could not redound either to its honour or ser 
curity. 

XXXU. The turbulent spirit, which is never totally 
extinguished in this island, manifested itself in sundry 
tumults that broke out in different parts of South Britain* 
The price of provisions, and bread in particular, being 
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1763. othtr effect than that of exasperating die minifltry. A 
grand deputation being ordered to attend the king, th^ 
were commanded to desist from intermeddling in disputed 
relating to the refusal of the sacraments^ and to register 
this injunction. At their return they had recourse to a 
new remonstrance; and one of their principal counseUoirf, 
who had spoken freely in the debates on this subject, was 
arrested by a party of dragoons, who carried him prisons 
to the castle of Dourlens. In a word, the body of the 
people declared for the parliament, in opposition to eoofe- 
siastical tyranny ; and, had they not been overawed by a 
formidable standing army, would certainly have taken up 
arms in defence of their liberties ; while the monarch 
weakly suffered himself to be governed by priestly delu- 
sions ; and, secure in his military appointment^ seemed to 
set the rest of his subjects at defiance. Apprebensive, 
however, that these disputes would put an entire stop to 
the administration of justice, he, by letters patent, esta- 
blished a royal chamber for the prosecution of suits civil 
and criminal, which was opened with a solemn mass per- 
formed in the queen's chapel at the Louvre, where all 
the members assisted. On this occasion another diffi- 
culty occurred. The letters patent, constituting this new 
court, ought to have been registered by the parliament, 
which was now no more. To remedy this defect, appli- 
cation was made to the inferior court of the Chatelet; 
which refusing to register them, one of its members was 
committed to the Bastile, and another absconded. Inti- 
midated by this exertion of despotic power, they aUowed 
the king's officers to enter the letters in their registers; 
but afterwards adopted more vigorous resolutions. The 
lieutenant civil appearing in their court, all the counsellors 
rose up and retired, leaving him alone, and on the table 
an arrdt, importing, that whereas the confin^nent of one 
of their members, the prosecution of another who durst 
not appear, and the present calamities of the nation, gave 
them just apprehension for their own persons, they had, 
after mature deliberation, thougbt proper to retire. Thdi 
a dangexous ferment was excited by the king's espousing 



% 

% 



GEORGE THE SECOND. .3^1 

the cause of spiritual insolence and oppression^ against the 176S. 
general voice of his people, and the plainest dictates of 
reason and common sense. 

XXXIV. The property of East Friesland continued 
still to be the source of contention between the electors of 
Brandenburgh and Hanover. The interest of his Bri- 
tannic majesty being powerfully supported by the house 
of Austria, the minister of that power at the diet proposed 
that the afiair should be taken into immediate consider- 
ation. He was seconded by the minister of Brunswick; 
but the envoy from Brandenburgh, having protested in 
form against this procedure, withdrew from the assembly; 
and the Brunswick minister made a counter-protestationi 
after which he also retired. Then a motion being madei 
that this dispute should be referred to the decision of the 
Aulic council at Vienna, it was carried in the affirmative 
by a majority of fourteen voices. His Prussian majesty's 
final declaration with regard to this affair was afterwards 
presented to the diet, and answered in the sequel by a 
memorial from bis Britannic majesty as elector of Hano- 
ver. Some other petty disputes likewise happened be- 
tween the regency of Hanover and the city of Munster; 
and the former claiming some bailiwicks in the territories 
of Bremen, sequestered certain revenues belonging to this 
city, in Stade and Ferden, till these claims should be sa- 
tisfied. 

XXXV. The court of Vienna having dropped for the 
present the scheme for electing a king of the Romans, 
concluded a very extraordinary treaty with the duke of 
Modena, stipulating, that his serene highness should be 
appointed perpetual governor of the duchy of Milan, with 
a salary of ninety thousand florins, on condition that he 
should maintain a body of four thousand men, to be at 
the disposal of the empress queen : that her imperial ma- 
jesty should have a right to place garrisons in the citadels 
of Mirandola and Reggio, as well as in the castle of Massa 
Carrara : that the archduke Peter Leopold, third son of 
their imperial majesties, should espouse the daughter of 
the hereditary prince of Modena, by the heiress of Massa 
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i^&3. Carnurit ; and in case of her dying without heirs male, the 
estates of that house and the duchy of Mirandola should 
devolve to the archduke; but in case of her having tnale 
issue, that she should enjoy the principality of Fennia, 
and other possessions in Hungary, claimed by the duke of 
Modena, for her fortune : finally, that on the extincdon 
of the male branch of the house of Este, all the dominions 
of the duke of M odena should devolve to the house of 
Austria. 

XXXVI. While the powers on the continent of Europe 
were thus employed in strengthening their respective in- 
terests, and concerting measures for preventing any inter- 
ruption of the general tranquillity, matters were fast 
ripening to a fresh rupture between the subjects of Great 
Britain and France, in different parts of North America. 
We have already observed that commissaries had been 
appointed, and conferences opened at Paris, to determine 
the disputes between the two crowns relating to the 
boundaries of Nova Scotia; and we took notice in general 
of the little arts of evasion practised by the French com- 
missaries, to darken and perplex the dispute, and elude 
the pretensions of his Britannic majesty. They persisted 
in employing these arts of chicanery and cavil with such 
perseverance, that the negotiation proved abortive, the 
leonferences broke up, and every thing seemed to portend 
approaching hostilities. But, before we proceed to a de- 
tail of the incidents which were the immediate forerunners 
of the war, we will endeavour to convey a just idea of the 
-dispute concerning Nova Scotia; which, we apprehend, 
is but imperfectly understood, though of the utmost im- 
portance to the interest of Great Britain. 

XXXVn. Nova Scotia, called by the French Acadia, 
lies between the forty-fourth and fiftieth degrees of north 
latitude, having New England and the Atlantic ocean to 
the south and south-west, and the river and gulf of St. 
Lawrence to the north and north-east. The winter, 
which continues near seven months in this country, is in- 
tensely cold; and without the intervention of any thing 
•that can be called spring, it is immediately succeeded by 
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a summery the heat of which is ahnost insupportable, but 1753. 
of no long continuance. The soil in general is thin and 
barren; though some parts of it are said to be equal to the 
best land in England. The whole country is covered 
with a perpetual fog, even after the summer has com- 
menced. It was first possessed by the French, before 
they made any establishment in Canada ; who, by dint of 
industry and indefatigable perseverance, in struggling 
with the many difficulties they necessarily laboured under 
in the infancy of this settlement, subsisted tolerably well, 
and increased considerably, with very little assistance from 
Europe: whilst we, even now, should lose the immense 
expense we have already been at to settle a colony there, 
and should see all our endeavours to that end defeated, if 
the support of the royal hand was withdrawn but for a 
moment. This country, by the possession of which an 
enemy would be enabled greatly to annoy all our other 
colonies, and, if in the hands of the French, would be of 
singular service both to their fishery and their sugar 
islands, has frequently changed hands from the French to 
the English, and from the English back again to the 
French, till our right to it was finally settled by the 
twelfth article of the treaty of Utrecht, by which all the 
country included within the ancient limits of what was 
called Nova Scotia or Acadia, was ceded to the English. 
This article was confirmed by the treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle : but, for want of ascertaining distinctly what were 
the bounds intended to be fixed by the two nations with 
respect to this province, disputes arose, and commissaries, 
as we have observed, were appointed by both sides, to 
adjust the litigation. 

XXXVIII. The commissaries of the king of Great 
Britain conformed themselves to the rule laid down by 
the treaty itself, and assigned those as the ancient limits 
of this country, which had always passed as such, from 
the very earliest time of any certainty, down to the con- 
clusion of the treaty; which the two crowns had fre- 
quently declared to be such, and which the French had 
often admitted and allowed. These limits are, the south- 
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J7S3. em bank of die river St. Lawrence to the north, end 

Pentagoet to the west: the countrj situated between 

these boundaries is that which the French received bj 
the treaty of St Gennains, in the year one thousand six 
hundred and thirty-two, under the general name of Aca^ 
dia. Of this country, thus limited, they continued ia 
possession from that period to the year one thousand sUt 
hundred and fifty-four, when a descent was made upon it, 
under the command of colonel Sedgwick. That theae 
were then the undisputed limits of Acadia, his Biitannie 
majesty's commissaries plainly proved, by a letter of 
Lewb the diirteenth to the sieura Chamisay and La Tour, 
regulating their jurisdictions in Acadia; by the aobse- 
quent commissions of the French king to the same per> 
sons, as governors of Acadia, in the sequel ; and by that 
which was afterwards granted to the sieur Denys, in the 
year one thousand six hundred and fifty-four; all of 
which extend the bounds of this country from the river 
St. Lawrence to Pentagoet and New England. That 
these were the notions of the French with respect to the 
ancient limits of this province was further confirmed by 
the demand made by their ambassador, in the course of 
that same year, for the restitution of the forts Pentagoet, 
St. John*s, and Port Royal, as forts situated in Acadia. 
In the year one thousand six hundred and nxty-two, upoft 
the revival of the claim of France to the country of Aca- 
dia, which bad been left undecided by the treaty of West- 
minster, the French ambassador, then at the court of 
London, assigned Pentagoet as the western, and the river 
St. Lawrence as the northern boundary of that oountry; 
and alleged the restitution of Acadia in the year one 
thousand six hundred and thirty-two, and the possession 
taken by France in consequence thereof, as well as the 
continuation of that possession, with the same limits, te 
the year one thousand six hundred and fifty-four, as 
proofs of the equity and validity of the claim he then 
made; in which claim, and in the manner of supporting it^ 
he was particularly approved of by the court of Franc?. 
The same court afterwaids tbought it so clear, npon 
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former determinations, and her own. former possessionSy 1753. 
that the true ancient boundaries of Acadia were, Penta<* 
goet to the west, and the river St Lawrence to the 
north, that she desired no specification of limits in the 
treaty of Breda, but was contented with the restitution of 
Acadia, generally named : and, upon a dispute which 
arose in the execution of this treaty, France re-asserted, 
and Great Britain, after some discussion, agreed to the 
above-mentioned limits of Acadia ; and France obtained 
possession of that country, so bounded, under the treaty 
of Breda. The sense of France upon this subject, in 
the years one thousand six hundred and eighty-five, and 
one thousand six hundred and eighty-seven, was also 
clearly manifested, in the memorials delivered at that 
time by the French ambassador at the court of London, 
complaining of some encroachments made by the English 
upon the coast of Acadia: he described the country as 
extending from isle Perc6e, which lies at the entrance of 
the river St. Lawrence, to St. George's island : and again, 
in a subsequent complaint, made by monsieur Barillon 
and monsieur de Bonrepaus to the court of Great Bri* 
tain, against the judge of Pemaquid, for having seized 
the effects of a French merchant at Pentagoet, which, 
said they, was situated in Acadia, as restored to France 
by the treaty of Breda. To explain the sense of France 
touching the bounds of Acadia in the year one thousand 
seven hundred, the British commissaries produced a pro- 
posal of the French ambassador then residing in Great 
Britain, to restrain the limits of that country to the river 
St. George. They also instanced the surrender of Port 
Royal in the year one thousand seven hundred and ten, 
in which Acadia is described with the same limits with, 
which France had received it in the years one thousand 
six hundred and thirty-two, and one thousand six hun^ 
dred and sixty Hseven. And iurther to ascertain the se&se 
of both crowns, even at the treaty of Utrecht itself, they 
produced the queen of Great Britain's instructions to her 
ambassadors in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
eleven, in which they were directed to insist, " that his 
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1763. most christian majesty should quit all claim or title, by 
virtue of any former treaty, or otberwise, to the countfy 
called Nova Scotia, and expressly to Port Royal, others 
wise Annapolis Royal." To these they added a mani- 
fest demonstration, founded on uidisputable facts, pror- 
ing that the recital of the several sorts of right whick 
France had ever pretended to this country, and the spe- 
cification of both terms, Acadia or Nova Scotia, were 
intended by Great Britain to obviate all doubts which 
had ever been made concerning the limits 6f Acadia, and 
to comprehend with more certainty all that country whidi 
France had ever received as such; finally, to specify 
what France considered as Acadia. During the treaty, 
they referred to the offers of that crown in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and twelve, in which she pro- 
posed to restrain the boundary of Acadia to the river 
St. George, as a departure from its real boundary, in 
case Great Britain would restore to her the possession of 
that country. From all these facts it plainly appears, 
that Great Britain demanded nothing but what the fair 
construction of the words of the treaty of Utrecht neces- 
sarily implies ; and that it is impossible for any thing to 
have more evident marks of candour and fairness in it, 
than the demand of the English on this occasion. From 
the variety of evidence brought in support of this claim, 
it evidently results, that the English commissaries as- 
signed no limits as the ancient limits of Acadia, but those 
which France herself determined to be such in the year 
one thousand six hundred and thirty-two ; and which she 
possessed, in consequence of that determination, till the 
year one thousand six hundred and fifty-four : that in one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-two France claimed, and 
received in one thousand six hundred and sixty-nine, the 
country which Great Britain now claims as Acadia, re- 
stored to France by the treaty of Breda under that ge- 
neral denomination: that France never considered Aca- 
dia as having any other limits than those which were 
assigned to it from the year one thousand six hundred 
and thirty-two, to the year one thousand seven hundred 
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and ten; and that, by the treaty of Utrecht, she engaged 1753. 
to transfer that very same country as Acadia, which 
France had always asserted and possessed, and Great 
Britain now claims, as such. Should the crown of 
France, therefore, be ever willing to decide what are the 
ancient limits of Acadia, by her own declarations so fre- 
quently made in like discussions upon the same point, 
by her possessions of this country for almost a century, 
and by her description of Acadia during the negotiation 
of that very treaty upon which this doubt is raised, site 
cannot but admit the claim of Great Britain to be con- 
formable to the treaty of Utrecht, and to the description 
of the country transferred to Great Britain by the twelflh 
article of that treaty. There is a consistency in the 
claim of the English, and a completeness in the evidence 
brought in support of it, which is seldom seen in discus- 
sions of this sort; for it rarely happens in disputes of 
such a nature between two crowns, that either of them 
can safely offer to have its pretensions decided by the 
known and repeated declarations or the possessions of 
the other. To answer the force of this detail of conclu- 
sive historical facts, and to give a new turn to the real 
question in dispute, the French commissaries, in their me- 
morial, laid it down as a distinction made by the treaty of 
Utrecht, that the ancient limits of Acadia, referred to by 
that treaty, are different from any with which that coun- 
try may have passed under the treaties of St. Germains 
and Breda; and then endeavoured to show, upon the 
testimonies of maps and historians, that Acadia and its 
limits were anciently confined to the south-eastern part of 
the peninsula. In support of this system, the French 
commissaries had recourse to ancient maps and historians, 
who, as they asserted, had ever confined Acadia to the 
limits they assigned. They alleged, that those commis- 
sions of the French government over Acadia, which the 
English cited as evidence of the limits they claimed, were 
given as commissions over Acadia and the country around 
it, and not over Acadia only : that the whole of the cou»- 
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1753. try claimed by tbe Engliah as Acadia, could not poaai- 
'^ bly be supposed ever to be considered as such, becauae 
many parts of that territory always did, and still do» pre- 
serve particular and distinct names. They affirmed New 
France to be a province in itself; and argued, that many 
parts of what we claim as Acadia can never have been 
in Acadia, because historians and the French eommia- 
sions of government expressly place them in New France. 
They asserted, that no evidence can be drawn of the 
opinion of any crown, with respect to the limits of any 
country, from its declaration during the negotiation of a 
treaty ; and, in the end, relying upon maps and historians 
for the ancient limits of Acadia, they pretended that the 
express restitution of St. Germains, and the possession 
taken by France in consequence of the treaty of Breda, 
after a long discussion of the limits, and the declaration 
of France during the negotiation of the treaty of Utrecht, 
were foreign to the point in question. In refutation of 
these maxims, the English commissaries proved, from an 
examination of the maps and historians cited by the 
French in support of their system, that if this question 
was to be decided upon the authorities which they them- 
selves allowed to belong and to be applicable to this dis- 
cussion, the limits which they assigned were utterly in- 
consistent with the best maps of all countries, which are 
authorities in point for almost every part of the claim of 
Great Britain. They showed, that the French historians, 
Champlain and Denys, and particularly this last, with 
his commission in the year one thousand six hundred and 
fifty-five, assigned the same northern lind western limits 
to Acadia which they did; and that Escarbot, another 
of their historians, as far as any evidence can be drawn 
from his writings, agrees entirely with the former two. 
They observed, that all these evidences fall in with and 
confirm the better authorities of treaties, and the several 
transactions between the two crowns for near a century 
past; and that the French commissaries, by deviating 
from treaties, and the late proceedings of the two crowna, 
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to ancient historianf and maps, only made a transition 1753. 
from an authentic to an insufficient sort of evidence^ 
and led the English commissaries into an inquiry, which 
proved that both the proper and the improper, the re- 
gular and the foreign evidence, upon which this matter 
had been rested, equally confuted the limits alleged by 
the French commissaries as the ancient limits of Acadia. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-THIRD. 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

HILE the Biitiah ministry depended 
■* upon the flucceaa of the conferences 
between the commisBarieB of the two 
wns at Paris, the French were 
' actually employed in executing their 
plans of encroachment upon the Brit- 
ish colonies in North America. Thar 
scheme was to engross the whole fur trade of that coo- 
tinent; and they had already made great progress in ex- 
tending a chain of forts, connecting their settlemeHte on 
the river Mississippi with their possessions in Canada, 
along the great lakes of Erie and Ontario, which last 
issues into the river St. Lawrence. By these means they 
hoped to exclude the English from all communication and 
traffic with the Indian nations, even those that lay conti- 
guous to the British settlements, and confine them within 
a line of their drawing, beyond which they should neitiier 
extend their trade nor plantations. Their commercial 
spirit did not keep pace with the gigantic strides of their 
ambition: they could not supply all those Indians with 
the necessaries they wanted, so that many of the natives 
had recourse to the English settlements; and this com- 
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merce produced a connexion, in consequence of which the nsz. 
British adventurers ventured to travel with merchandise 
as far as the banks of the river Ohio, that runs into the 
Mississippi, a great way on the other side of the Apala- 
chian mountains, beyond which none of our colonists had 
ever attempted to penetrate. The tract of country lying 
along the Ohio is so fertile, pleasant, and inviting, and 
the Indians, called Twightees, who inhabit those deUght- 
ful plains, were so well disposed towards a close alliance 
with the English, that, as far back as the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and sixteen, Mr. Spotswood, gover- 
nor of Virginia, proposed a plan for erecting a company 
to settle such lands upon this river as should be ceded to 
them by treaty with the natives ; but the design was at 
that time frustrated, partly by the indolence and timidity 
of the British ministry, who were afraid of giving umbrage 
to the French, and partly by the jealousies and divisions 
subsisting between the different colonies of Great Britain. 
The very same circumstances encouraged the French to 
proceed in their progress of invasion. At length they 
penetrated from the banks of the river St. Lawrence, 
across lake Champlain, and upon the territory of New 
York built with impunity, and indeed without opposition, 
the fort of Crown Point, the most insolent and dangerous 
encroachment that they had hitherto carried into execur 
tion. 

II. Governor Spotswood's scheme for an Ohio company 
was revived immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, when certain merchants of London, who traded to 
Maryland and Virginia, petitioned the government on this 
subject, and were indulged, not only with a grant of a 
great tract of ground to the southward of Pennsylvania, 
which they promised to settle, but also with an exclusive 
privilege of trading with the Indians on the banks of the 
river Ohio. This design no sooner transpired, than the 
French governor of Canada took the alarm, and wrote 
letters to the governor of New York and Pennsylvania, 
giving them to understand, that as the English inland 
traders had encroached on the French territories and pri- 
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1751. vQegeSy by trading with the Indians under the protection 
""—■ ^ of hii torereign, he would seize them wherever they coidd 
be found 9 if they did not immediately desist from that 
illicit practice. No regard being paid to this intimation, 
he next year caused three British traders to be arrested. 
Their effects were confiscated, and they themselvee con- 
veyed to Quebec, from whence they were sent piiaaiien 
to Rochelle in France, and there detained in confinement 
In this situation they presented a remonstrance to the 
carl of Albemarle, at that time English ambassador at 
Paris; and he claiming them as British subjects, they 
were set at liberty. Although, in answer to his lordship's 
memorial, the court of Versailles promised to transmit 
orders to the French governors in America to use al 
their endeavours for preventing any disputes that nri^ 
have a tendency to alter the good correspondence esta- 
blished between the two nations; in all probability the 
directions given were seemingly the very reverse of these 
professions; for the French commanders, -partisans, and 
agents in America, took every step their busy genius 
could suggest, to strengthen their own power and weaken 
the influence of the English, by embroiling them with the 
Indian nations. This task they found the more eaqr, as 
the natives had taken offence against the English, when 
they understood that their lands were given away without 
their knowledge, and that there was a design to boiM 
forts in their country, without their consent and concur- 
rence. Indeed the person whom the new company em- 
ployed to survey the banks of the Ohio concealed his 
design so carefully, and behaved in other respects in sudi 
a dark and mysterious manner, as could not fail to rouse 
the jealousy of a people naturally inquisitive, and very 
much addicted to suspicion. How the company proposed 
to settle this acquisition in despite of the native possessors, 
it is not easy to conceive ; and it is still more unaccount- 
able that they should have neglected the natives, whose 
consent and assistance they might have procured at a 
very small expense. Instead of acting such a fair, open, 
and honourable part, they sent a Mr. Gist to make a clan^ 
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destine survey of the country, as far as the falls of the ITtS* 
rvrer Ohio ; and, as we have observed above, his conduct —""""" 
alarmed both the French and Indians. The erection of 
this company was equally disagreeable to the separate 
traders of Virginia and Pennsylvania, who saw themselves 
on the eve of being deprived of a valuable branch of 
traffic, by the exclusive charter of a monopoly; and there« 
fore they employed their emissaries to foment the jealousy 
of the Indians. 

III. The French having in a manner commenced bo6<* 
tilities against the English, and actually built forts on the 
territories of the British allies at Niagara and on the lake 
Erie, Mr. Hamilton, governor of Pennsylvania, coniiim«» 
nicated this intelligence to the assembly of the provincci 
and represented the necessity of erecting truck-houses, or 
places of strength and security, on the river Ohio, to 
which the traders might retire in case of insult or molest* 
ation. The proposal was approved, and money granted 
for the purpose ; but the assembly could not agree about 
the manner in which they should be erected ; and in the 
mean time the French fortified themselves at leisure, and 
continued to harass the traders belonging to the British 
settlements. Repeated complaints of these encroachments 
and depredations being represented to Mr. Dinwiddie, 
governor of Virginia, he, towards the latter end of this 
very year, sent major Washington with a letter to the 
commanding officer of a fort which the French had built 
on the Riviere-au-Bceuf, which falls into the Ohio not 
far from the lake Erie. In this letter Mr. Dinwiddie ex*- 
pressed his surprise that the French should build forts 
and make settlements on the river Ohio, in the western 
part of the colony of Virginia, belonging to the crown of 
Great Britain. He complained of these encroachments, 
as well as of the injuries done to the subjects of Great 
Britain, in open violation of the law of nations, and of the 
treaties actually subsbting between the two crowns. He 
desired to know by whose authority and instructions his 
Britannic majesty *s territories had been invaded ; and re- 
quired him to depart in peace, without further prosecut- 
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1753. ing a plan which must interrupt the harmony and good 
""'"'"^ understanding which his majesty was desirous to contimie 
and cultivate with the most christian king. To this •{»• 
rited intimation the officer replied, that it was not his 
province to specify the evidence, and demonstrate the 
right of the king his master to the lands situated on the 
river Ohio ; but he would transmit the letter to the mar- 
quis du Quesne, and act according to the answer he shouU 
receive from that nobleman. In the mean time, he said 
he did not think himself obliged to obey the summons of 
an English governor; that he commanded the fort by 
virtue of an order from his general, to which he was de- 
termined to conform with all the precision and resolution 
of a good officer. Mr. Dinwiddle expected no other 
reply, and therefore had projected a fort to be erected 
near the forks of the river. The province undertook to 
defray the expense, and the stores for that purpose were 
already provided ; but, by some fatal oversight, the con- 
currence of the Indians was neither obtained nor solicited, 
and therefore they looked upon this measure with an evil 
eye, ss a manifest invasion of their property. 

IV. While the French thus industriously extended 
their encroachments to the southward, they were not idle 
in the gulf of St. Lawrence, but seized every opportunity 
of distressing the English settlement of Nova Scotia. 
We have already observed, that the town of Halifax was 
no sooner built, than they spirited up the Indians of that 
neighbourhood to commit hostiUties against the inhabit- 
ants, some of whom they murdered, and others they car- 
ried prisoners to Louisbourg, where they sold them for 
arms and ammunition ; the French pretending that they 
maintained this traffic from motives of pure compassion, 
in order to prevent the massacre of the English captives, 
whom, however, they did not set at liberty without exact- 
ing an exorbitant ransom. As these skulking parties of 
Indians were generally directed and headed by French 
commanders, repeated complaints were made to the go- 
vernor of Louisbourg ; who still answered, that his juris- 
diction did not extend over the Indians, and that their 
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French conductors were chosen from the inhabitants of 1753, 

Annapolis, who thought proper to remain in that country 

after it was ceded to the English, and were, in fact, the 
subjects of Great Britaiii. Even while the conferences 
were carried on for ascertaining the limits of Nova Scotia, 
the governor of Canada detached M. La Corne, with 
some regular troops and a body of miUtia, to fortify a 
post on the bay of Chignecto, on pretence that this and a 
great part of the peninsula belonged to his government. 
The possession of this post not only secured to the In- 
dians of the continent a free entrance into the peninsula, 
and a safe retreat in case of pursuit, but also encouraged 
the French inhabitants of Annapolis to rise in open rebel- 
lion against the English government. 

y. In the spring of the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty, general Comwallis, governor of Halifax, 
detached major Laurence with a few men to reduce them 
to obedience. At his approach they burned their towns 
to ashes, forsook their possessions, and threw themselves 
under the protection of M. La Come, who, thus rein- 
forced, found himself at the head of fifteen hundred men, 
well provided with arms and ammunition. Major Lau- 
rence, being unable to cope with him in the field, de- 
manded an interview, at which he desired to know for 
what cause the French inhabitants of Nova Scotia had 
shaken ofi^ their allegiance to the crown of Great Britain, 
and violated the neutrality which they had hitherto af- 
fected to profess. The French officer, without pretend- 
ing to account for their behaviour, gave him to understand 
in general terms, that he had orders to defend his post, 
and these orders he was determined to obey. The Eng- 
lish major, fin'ding himself too weak to attack their united 
force, and having no orders to commit hostilities against 
any but the Indians and their open abettors, returned to 
Halifax, without having been able to ftilfil the purpose of 
his expedition. Immediately after his retreat, the French 
neutrals (so they wer^ called) returned to the habitations 
which they had abandoned ; and, in conjunction with the 
Indians, renewed their depredations upon the inhabitants 
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1763. of Halifax and its dependent settlements. The English 
governor, justly incensed at these outrages, and aediig 
they would neither submit to the English goyemmeiit 
themselvesi nor allow others to enjoy it with tranc|uillity» 
resolved to expel them effectually from the country they 
so ill deserved to possess. Major Laurence waa again da* 
tached with a thousand men, transported by sea to Chig* 
nectOy where he found the French and Indians entrenched 
in order to dispute his landing. Notwithstanding thia 
opposition, he made a descent with a few companies, le- 
ceived and returned a smart fire, and rushing into their 
entrenchments, obliged them to fiy with the utmost pre- 
cipitation, leaving a considerable number killed and 
wounded on the spot. The fugitives saved themselves 
by crossing a river, on the farther bank of which La 
Come stood at the head of the troops, drawn up in order 
to receive them as friends and dependents. He had by 
this time erected a fort, which he denominated Beau Se* 
jour ; and now the English built another on the opposite 
side of the river, which was called, after its founder, St* 
Laurence. This being provided with a good garrisoD, 
served as a check upon the French, and in some measore 
restrained the incursions of their barbarians. Not that it 
effectually answered this purpose; for the Indiana and 
neutrals still seized every opportunity of attacking the 
English in the interior parts of the peninsula. In the 
course of the succeeding year they surprised the litde 
town of Dartmouth, on the other side of Halifax bayt 
where they killed and scalped a great number of peopki 
and carried off some prisoners. For these expeditions 
the French always supplied them with boats, canoest 
arms, and ammunition ; and indeed they were conducted 
with such care and secrecy, that it was almost impossible 
to prevent their success. One sure remedy against the 
sudden and stolen incursions of those savages might have 
been found in the use of staunch hounds, which would 
have run upon the foot, detected the skulking parties of 
the Indians, and frustrated all their ambuscades: but this 
expedient, so easy and practicable, was never tried, though 
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frequently irecommended in puhUe to the att€»ition of tbo 1763. 
goremndnt, iumI the oonuderatioii of the colonisU* The ~~ 
Indians contioued to plunder and massacre the Brilitb 
subjects with impunity, and were countenaneed by the 
French govermsent in that country, who now strength* 
ened their lodgement on the neck of the peninsula with an 
additional fort, distinguished by the name of Bay-yerte i 
and built a third at the mouth of 8t John's river, on the 
north side of the bay of Fundy. 

VI. All these previous steps to a rupture with England 
were taken with great deliberation, while the commissaries 
of both nations were disputing about the limits of the very 
country which they thus arrogantly usurped ; and they 
proceeded to perfect their chain of £Mrts to the southward, 
without paying the least regard to the expostulations of 
the English governors, or to a memorial presented at 
Versailles by the earl of Albemarle, the British miniater. 
He demanded, that express orders should be sent to 
AL de la Jonquiere, the commander for the French in 
America, to desist from violence against the British subr 
jects in that country : that the fort of Niagara should be 
immediately rased : ^hat the subjects of Great Britain 
who had been made prisoners* should be set at liberty, 
imd indemnified for the loeses they had sustained: and 
that the persons wko had committed these excesses should 
be punished in an exemplary manner. True it is, six 

' Englishmen, whom they had uiqustly taken, were immei- 
diately dismissed; and the ambassador amused with ge- 
neral promises "bf sending such instructions to the French 
governor in America* as should anticipate any cause of 
complaint for the future ; but, far from having any inten- 
tion to perform these promises, the court of Versailles, 
without all doubt, exhorted La Jonquiere to proceed in 
bringing its ambitious schemes to perfection. 

VII. Every incident in America seemed to prognosti- 
cate war, when the session of parliament was opened on 
the fifteenth day of November ; yet his majesty, on this 
occasion, told them, duit the events of the year had not 
#nade it necessary for him to offer any thing in particular 
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1753. to their consideration relating to foreign affairs. He even 

declared 9 that the continuance of the public tranquillity, 

and the general state of Europe, remained upon- the same 
footing as when they last parted ; and assured them of his 
steadiness in pursuing the most effectual measures to pre- 
serve to his people the blessings of peace. He expressed 
uncommon concern, that the horrid crimes of robbery and 
murder were of late rather increased than diminished, 
and earnestly recommended this important object to their 
serious attention. Affectionate addresses were presented 
by both houses in answer to this harangue; and, what 
was very remarkable, they Were proposed and passed 
without question or debate. 

VIII. The commons continued the same number of 
seamen and land forces for the ensuing year, which had 
been granted in the last session, and made suitable pro- 
vision for all the exigencies of the state. The whole 
supply amounted to 'two millions seven hundred and 
ninety-seven thousand nine hundred and sixteen pounds 
ten shillings and twopence, to be raised by a land tax of 
two shillings in the pound, a malt tax, a continuation of 
certain duties on wine, vinegar, cider, and beer imported, 
a sum taken from the sinking fund, and the overplus of 
certain grants, funds, and duties. The provisions made 
considerably exceeded the grants; but this excess was 
chargeable with the interest of what should be borrowed 
upon the credit in the land or malt tax, there being a 
clause of credit in both, as also with the deficiency (if any 
should happen) in the sums they were computed to pro- 
duce. The house agreed to all these resolutions almost 
unanimously: indeed, no opposition was made to any of 
them, but that for continuing the same number of land 
forces, which was carried by a great majority. 

IX. The act permitting jews to be naturalized, which 
had, during the last session, triumphed over such an ob- 
stinate opposition, was by this time become the subject of 
national horror and execration. Every part of the king- 
dom resounded with the reproach of the ministry who 
had enforced such an odious measure; and the two 
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brothers, who engrossed the greater part of the admini- 1753. 
stratioDy trembled at the prospect of what this clamour 
inight produce at the general election, this being the last 
session of the present parliament. So eager were the 
ministers to annul this unpopular measure, that, imme* 
diately after the peers had agreed to the nature and form 
of an address to his majesty, the duke of Newcastle, with 
that precipitation so peculiar to his character, poured 
forth an abrupt harangue in that house, importing, that 
the disaffected had made an handle of the act passed last 
session in favour of the jews, to raise discontents among 
many of his majesty's good subjects ; and as the act was 
in itself of little importance, he was of opinion it ought to 
be repealed : for this purpose he presented a bill ready 
framed, which was read and committed, though not with- 
out some debate. The naturalization bill, now devoted 
as a sacrifice to the resentment of the people, contained a 
clause disabling all naturalized jews from purchasing, in* 
heriting, or receiving any advowson or presentation, or 
right to any ecclesiastical benefice or promotion, school, 
hospital, or donative; and by the first draft of the bill 
which his grace now presented, it was intended that this 
clause should not be repealed. It was the opinion, bow- 
ever, of the majority, that such a clause standing unre- 
pealed might imply, that the jews, by being thus expressly 
excluded from the possession of any ecclesiastical right of 
presentation, would be considered as having the power 
and privilege of purchasing and inheriting any lay pro- 
perty in the kingdom. On this consideration an amend- 
ment was made in the bill, the clause in question was left 
out, and the whole act of naturalization repealed without 
exception \ Though the lords in general concurred in 
the expediency of the repeal, it was opposed by some 
few, as too great a sacrifice to the idle and unfounded 
clamours of the multitude ; and upon this side of the de- 

* The reverend beoch of bishops had, with a laudable spirit of christian 
meekness and philanthropy, generally approved of the indulgence granted to 
their Hebrew brethren ; and now they acquiesced in the proposed repeal with 
the same passive discretion, though one of the number contended for the saving 
clause which the duke of N had recommended. 
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175a, bate a great power of elocution was displayed by eaii 

""^ Temple, who had lately succeeded to this title on the 

death of his mother, a nobleman of distinguished abilities^ 
and the most amiable disposition, frank, liberal, hamaoe, 
and zealously attached to the interest and honour of bis 
country. In the lower house, the members of both parties 
seemed to vie with each other in demonstrations of aver- 
sion to this unpopular act. On the very first day of the 
session, inmiediately after the motion for an address to hk 
majesty, sir James Dashwood, an eminent leader in the 
opposition, gave the commons to understand, that be had 
a motion of very great importance to make, which would 
require the attention of every member, as soon as the mo^ 
tion for the address should be discussed; he therefoie 
desired they would not quit the house, until he should 
have an opportunity to explain his proposal. Accord- 
ingly, they had no sooner agreed to the motion for aa 
address of thanks to his majesty, than he stood up agam; 
and having expatiated upon the just and general indigna- 
tion which the act of the preceding session in favour of 
the jews had raised among the people, he moved to order 
that the house should be called over on Tuesday the 
fourth day of December, for taking that act into coaA- 
deration : but being given to understand, that it was not 
usual to appoint a call of the house for any particular 
purpose, he agreed that the motion should be general. It 
was seconded by lord Parker, his opposite in political in- 
terests; the house agreed to it without opposition, and 
the call was ordered accordingly. They were antidpated, 
however, by the lords, who framed and transmitted to 
them a bill on the same subject, to the purport of which 
the commons made no objection ; for every member, 
having the fear of the general election before his eyes, 
carefully avoided every expression which could give um- 
brage to his constituents : but violent opposition was made 
to the preamble, which ran in the following strain: — 
"Whereas an act of parliament was made and passed in 
the twenty-fifth year of his majesty's reign, entitledj 
'* An Act to permit persons professing the Jewish rdigioa 
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to be naturalized by parliament, and for other purposes 1763. 
therein mentioned ; and whereas occasion has been taken, 
firom the said act, to raise discontents and. disquiets in th^ 
minds of his majesty's subjects; be it enacted," etc* This 
introduction was considered as an unjust reflection upon 
the body of the people in general, and in particular upon 
those who had opposed the bill in the course of the pre* 
ceding session. Sir Roger Newdigate therefore nioved, 
that the e:(pression should be varied to this effect; 
*' Whereas great discontents and disquietudes had from 
the said act arisen/' The consequence of this motion wa3 
an obstinate debate, in which it was supported by the eart ' 
of Egmont, and divers other able orators; but Mr. Pelbam 
and Mr. Pitt were numbered among its opponents. The 
question being put for the proposed alteration, it was pf 
course carried in the negative : the bill» after the third 
reading, passed nemine contradicerUe, and in due &ne 
obtained the royal assent. 

X. Even this concession of the ministry did not allay 
the resentment of the people, and their apprehensions of 
encroachment from the jews. Another act still subsisted, 
by virtue of which any person professing the Jewish reli- 
gion might become a free denizen of Great Britain, after 
having resided seven years in any of his majesty's colonies 
in America ; and this was now considered as a law, having 
the same dangerous tendency of which the other was 
now in a fair way of being convicted* It was moved* 
therefore, in the lower house, that part of this former act 
might be read : then the same member made a motion for 
an address to hb majesty, desiring that the house mi^t 
have the perusal of the lists transmitted from the Amen* 
can colonies to the commissioners for trade and planta- 
tions, containing the names of all such persons professing 
the Jewish religion, as had entitled themselves to the 
benefit of the said act, since the year one thousand seven 
hundred and forty. These lists were accordingly pre- 
sented, and left Upon the table for the perusal of the 
members: but as this act contained no limitation of time 
within which the benefit of it should be claimed, and as 
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1753. thk claim was attended with a good deal of trouble and 

some expense, very few persons had availed themaelTes of 

it in that period. Nevertheless, as a great number of 
jews were ahready entitled to claim this indulgence, and 
as it remained an open channel through which Great 
Britain might be deluged with those people, all of whon 
the law would hold as natural-bom subjects, and thdr 
progeny as freed from all the restrictions contained in the 
act with respect to naturalized foreigners; lord Harlej 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal so much of 
the said act as related to persons professing the Jewish 
religion, who should come to settle in any British colony 
after a certain time. The motion was seconded by sir 
James Dash wood, and supported by the earl of Egmont; 
but being found unequal to the interest and elocution of 
Mr. Pelham and Mr. Pitt, was rejected by the majority. 
A. D. 1764. XI. The next object that claimed the attention of the 
commons, was a bill for improving the regulations already 
made to prevent the spreading of a contagious distemper 
which raged among the horned cattle in different parts of 
the kingdom. The last bill of this session that had the 
good fortune to succeed, was brought in for punishing 
mutiny and desertion of officers and soldiers in the service 
of the East India company, and for the punishment of 
offences committed in the East Indies and the island of 
St. Helena. This being a measure of a very extraordi- 
nary nature, all the members were ordered to attend the 
house on the day fixed for the second reading ; at the 
same time all charters, commissions, and authorities, by 
which any powers relative to a military jurisdiction, or the 
exercise of martial law, had been granted or derived fiom 
the crown to the said company, were submitted to the 
perusal of the members. The bill was by many considered 
as a dangerous extension of military power, to the preju- 
dice of the civil rights enjoyed by British subjects, and as 
such violently contested by the earl of Egmont, lord 
Strange, and Mr. alderman Beckford. Their objections 
were answered by the solicitor-general and Mr. Yorke. 
The bill, afler some warm debates, being espoused by the 
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ministry, was enacted into a law, and despatched to the 1754. 
East Indies by the first opportunity. 

XII. Some other motions were made, and petitions 
presented on different subjects, which, as they miscarried, 
it will be unnecessary to particularize. It may not be 
amiss, however, to record an exemplary act of justice done 
by the commons on a person belonging to a public office, 
whom they detected in the practice of fraud and imposi- 
tion. Notwithstanding the particular care taken in the 
last session, to prevent the monopoUzing of tickets in the 
state lottery, all those precautions had been eluded in a 
scandalous manner by certain individuals, intrusted with 
the charge of delivering the tickets to the contributors, 
according to the intent of the act, which expressly de- 
clared, that not more than twenty should be sold to any 
one person. Instead of conforming to these directions of 
the legislature, they and their friends engrossed great 
numbers, sheltering themselves under a false list of feigned 
names for the purpose ; by which means they not only de- 
feated the equitable intention of the commons, but in * 
some measure injured the public credit; inasmuch as 
their avarice had prompted them to subscribe for a 
greater number than they had cash to purchase, so that 
there was a deficiency in the first payment, which might 
have had a bad effect on the public affairs. These prac- 
tices were so flagrant and notorious as to attract the no- 
tice of the lower house, where an inquiry was begun, and 
prosecuted with a spirit of real patriotism, in opposition 
to a scandalous cabal, who endeavoured with equal eager- 
ness and perseverance to screen the deUnquents. All 
their efforts, however, proved abortive ; and a committee, 
appointed to examine particulars, agreed to several severe 
resolutions against one Le — , who had amassed a large 
fortune by this and other kinds of peculation. They 
voted him guilty of a breach of trust, and a direct viola- 
tion of the lottery act : and an address was presented to 
his majesty, desiring he might be prosecuted by the attor- 
ney-general for these offences. He was accordingly sued 
in the court of king's bench, and paid a fine of one thou- 
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n&4» SBtid pounds, for having committed frauds by which he 
had gained forty times that sum : but he was treated with 
such gentleness as remarkably denoted the demen^'of 
that tribunal. 

XIII. The Session ended in the beginning of Aprils 
when the king gave the parliameilt to understand thai he 
should say nothing at present on foreign affairs i hot 
assured them of his fixed resolution to exeirt his whole 
power in maintaining the general tranquilUt^fi and adher* 
ing to such measures for that purpose as he had hitherto 
pursued in conjunction with his allies. He in very affiM* 
tionste terms thanked both houses fot the repeated piroofr 
they had given of their zealous attachment and loyalty to 
his person and government. He enumerated the salutaiy 
measures they had taken for lessening the national debt 
and augmenting the public crediti extending navigatioa 
and commercci reforming the morals of the people^ and 
knproving the regulations of civil economy. He coa- 
eluded with declaring* that he securely relied upon the 
loyalty and good affisction of his people, and had bo other 
aim than their permanent happiness. In a little time after 
the close of this session they were dissolved by proclama* 
tion, and new writs issued by the lord chancellor for oon* 
voking a new parliament* The same oeremonies were 
practised with respect to the convocations of Canterbury 
and York ; though they no longer retained their former 
importance; nor, indeed i were they suffered to sit and 
deliberate upon the subjects wliich form^ly fell under 
their cognizance and discussion. 

XIV. In the beginning of Marcbi the ministry of 
Great Britain had been left without a head by the death 
of Mr> PelhaoH which was not only sincerely kmdented by 
his sovereign, but also regretted by the nation in general, 
to whose affection he had powerfully recommended him- 
self by the candour and humanity of his conduct and cha- 
racter, even while he pursued measures which they did 
not entirely approve. The loss of such a minister was 
the more deeply felt by the government at this juncture^ 
being the eve of a general election for a new parliaMent^ 
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wben erery iidininistimtion is supposed to exert itself with 1764. 
redoubled vigilance and circumspection. He had already 
concerted the measures for securing a majority ; and his 
plan was faithfully executed by his friends and adherents, 
who Atill engrossed the administration. His brother, the 
duke of Newcastle, was appointed first lord commissioner 
of the treasurf) and succeeded as secretary of state by sir 
Thomas Robinson, who had long resided as ambassador 
at the court of Vienna. The other department of this 
office was still retained by the earl of Holdernesse ; and 
the Ainctton of chancellor of the exchequer was performed 
as usual by the loiti chief justice of the king's bench, 
until a proper person could be found to fill that important 
office : but in the course of the summer it was bestowed 
upon Mr. Legge, who acquitted himself with equal honour 
and capacity. DtTers other alterations were made, of less 
importance to the public, sir George Lyttelton was ap« 
pointed coffisrer, and the earl of Hillsborough comptroller 
of the homehold* Mr. George Ghrenville, brother to earl 
Temple, became treasurer of the navy ; and Mr. Charles 
Townshend, of whom we shall have occasion to speak in 
^e sequel, took place as a commissioner at the board of 
admiralty, in the room of lord Barrington, made master of 
the wardrobe. Lord Hardwicke, the chancellor, was pro- 
moted to the dignity of an ear). The place of lord chief 
justice of the king's bench becoming vacant by the death 
of sir William Lee, was filled with sir Dudley Rider, and 
he was succeeded by Mr. Murray in the office of attorney- 
general. 

XV. The elections of the new parliament generally 
succeeded according to the wish of the ministry; for 
opposition was now dwindled down to the lowest stale of 
imbecrKty. It had received a mortal wound by the death 
of the late prince of Wales, whose adherents were too 
wise to pursue an igms fatuus^ without any prospect of 
success or advantage. Some of them had prudently sung 
their patinodia to the ministry, and been gratified with 
profitable employments ; while others, setting too great a 
price upon their own importance, kept aloof till the market 
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1754. was over, and were left to pine in secret over their disap- 
pointed ambition. The maxims of toryism had been relin- 
quished by many, as the barren principles of a losing 
game ; the body of the people were conciliated to the 
established government ; and the harmony that now. for 
the first time, subsisted among all the branches of the 
tbyal family, had a wonderful effect in acquiring a degree 
t>f popularity which they had never before enjoyed. The 
writs being returned, the new parliament was opened on 
the last day of May, by the duke of Cumberland and 
some other peers, who acted by virtue of a commission 
from his majesty. The commons having chosen for their 
speaker the right honourable Arthur Onslow, who had 
honourably filled that high office in four preceding par- 
liaments, he was presented and approved by the commis- 
sioners. Then the lord high chancellor harangued both 
houses, giving them to understand, that his majesty had 
indulged them with this early opportunity of coming to- 
gether, in order to complete, without loss of time, certain 
parliamentary proceedings which he judged would be for 
the satisfaction of his good subjects : but he did not think 
proper to lay before them any points of general business, 
reserving every thing of that nature to the usual time of 
their assembling in the winter. On the fifth day of June 
' this short session was closed, and the parliament prorogued 
by the lords commissioners. 

XVI. In the beginning of this year violent disputes 
arose between the government and the house of commons 
in Ireland, on the almost forgotten subjects of privilege 
and prerogative. The commons conceived they had an 
undoubted right to apply the surplus of their revenue 
towards national purposes, without the consent of their 
sovereign; and, accordingly, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-nine, prepared a biU with this 
preamble : " Whereas, on the twenty-fifth day of March 
last, a considerable balance remained in the hands of the 
▼ice-treasurers or receivers-general of the kingdom, or 
their deputy or deputies, unapplied; and it will be for 
your majesty's service, and for the ease of your faithful 
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subjects in this kingdom^ that so much thereof as can be t754. 
conveniently spared should be paid, agreeably to your 
majesty's most gracious intentions, in discharge of part of 
the national debt.*' This appropriation gave great of- 
fence to the advocates for prerogative in England, who 
affirmed, that the commons had no right to apply any 
part of the unappropriated revenue, nor even to take any 
such affair into consideration, without the previous con- 
sent of the crown, expressed in the most explicit terms. 
It was in consequence of this doctrine, that the duke of 
Dorset, lord lieutenant of Ireland, told them in the next 
session of parliament, held in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-one, he was commanded by the king to 
acquaint them, that his majesty, ever attentive to the ease 
and happiness of his subjects, would graciously consent, 
and recommended it to them, that such a part of the money 
then remaining in his treasury, as should be thought con- 
sistent with the public service, be applied towards the 
further reduction of the national debt. This declaration 
alarmed the commons, zealous as they were for the pre- 
servation of their privileges; and in their address of 
thanks, which, like that of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, used always to echo back the words of the speech, 
they made no mention of his majesty's consent ; but only 
acknowledged his gracious attention to their ease and 
happiness, in recommending to them the application of 
the surplus. They accordingly resolved to apply one 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds of that overplus 
towards the discharge of the national debt ; and, in the 
preamble of the bill, framed for this purpose, made no 
mention of his majesty's consent, though before they had 
acknowledged his goodness in recdmmending this appli- 
cation. The ministry in England were highly offended 
at this purposed omission, which they construed into a 
wilful encroachment on the prerogative ; and the bill was 
sent back with an alteration in the preamble, signifying 
his majesty's consent as well as recommendation. The 
Irish house of commons being at that time deeply en- 
gaged in a minute inquiry into the conduct of a gentle^ 
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1754. mani a servant of the crown, and a member of their own 
' houfiCi accused of having misapplied a large sum of 
money, with which he had been intrusted for rebuilding 
or repairing the barracks, were now unwilling to embroil 
themselves further with the government, until this affiur 
should be discussed. They therefore passed the bill with 
the alteration, and proceeded with their inquiry. The 
person was convicted of having misapplied the public 
money, and ordered to make the barracks fit for the re- 
ception and accommodation of the troops at his own ex- 
pense. They did not, however, neglect to assert what 
Ihey thought their rights and privileges, when the next 
opportunity occurred. The duke of Dorset, when be 
opejfied the session of this year, repeated the expression 
of his majesty's gracious consent, in mentioning the sur- 
plus of the public money. They again omitted that word 
in their address ; and resolved, in their bill of application, 
not only to sink this odious term, but likewise to abate in 
their complaisance to the crown, by leaving out that ex- 
pression of grateful acknowledgment, which had met with 
•uch a cold reception above. By this time the contest 
^ad kindled up two violent factions, and diffused a general 
spirit of resentment through the whole Irish nation. The 
cxMnmittee who prepared the bill, instead of inserting the 
usual compliments in the preamble, mentioned nothing 
but a recital of factp, and sent it over in a very plain 
dress, quite destitute of all embroidery. The ministry, 
intent upon vindicating the prerogative from such an im- 
inaniierly attack, filled up the omissions of the committee, 
and sent it back witb-tliis alteration : '' And your majesty, 
«ver attentive to the ease and happiness of your faithful 
aubjects, has been graciously pleased to signify that you 
would consent, and to recommend it to us, that so much 
of the money remaining in your majesty's treasury as 
should be necessary to be applied to the discharge of the 
national debt, or such part thereof as should be thought 
expedient by parliament." This then being the crisis^ 
which was to determine a constitutional point of such im- 
portancoi namely, whether the people in parliament 
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sembled have a right to deliberate upon and vote the ap- 1764* 
plication of any part of the unappropriated revenue, with* 
out the previous consent of the crown ; those who were 
the most eealously attached to the liberties of their coun- 
try, resolved to exert themselves in opposing what they 
conceived to be a violation of those liberties; and the biU, 
with its alterations, was rejected by a majority of five 
voices. The success of their endeavours was celebrated 
with the most extravagant rejoicings, as a triumph of pa^ 
triotism over the arts of ministerial corruption ; and, on 
the other hand, all the servants of the crown who had 
joined the popular cry on this occasion, were in a little 
time dismissed from their employments. The rejection 
of the bill was a great disappointment to the creditors of 
the public, and the circulation of cash was almost stag- 
nated. These calamities were imputed to arbitrary de- 
signs in the government ; and the people began to be in- 
flamed with an enthusiastic spirit of independency, which' 
might have produced mischievous effects, had not artful 
steps been taken to bring over the demagogues, and thus 
divert the stream of popular clamour from the ministry to 
those very individuals who had been the idols of popular 
veneration. The speaker of the house of commons was 
promoted to the dignity of an earl; and some other patri- 
ots were gratified with lucrative employments. His ma- 
jesty's letter arrived for paying off seventy-five thousaad 
five hundred pounds of the national debt. The circula- 
tion was thus animated; and the resentment of the po- 
pulace subsiding, the kingdom retrieved its former tran- 
quillity. 

XVII. The ambition and intrigues of the Frendi court, 
by which the British interest was invaded and disturbed on 
the continent of America, had also extended itself to the 
East Indies, where they endeavoured to embroil the 
English company with divers nabobs, or princes, wlio 
governed different parts of the pemnsula intra Gangem. 
That the reader may have a clear and distinct idea of 
these transactions, we shall exhibit a short sketch of the 
English forts and settlements in that remote country. 
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HM. The first of these we shall mention is Surat ^, in the pro* 
vince so called^ situated between the twenty-first and 
twenty-second degrees of north latitude : from hence the 
peninsula stretches into the Indian ocean as far as the 
latitude of eight north, ending in a point at cape Como- 
rin, which is the southern extremity. To the northward 
this peninsula joins to Indostan, and at its greatest breadth 
extends seven hundred miles. Upon the west^ east, and 
south it is washed by the sea. It comprehends the king- 
doms of Malabar, Decan, Golconda, and Bisnagar, with 
the principalities of Gingi, Tanjour, and Madura. The 
western side is distinguished by the name of the Malabar 
coast ; the eastern takes the denomination of Coromandel; 
and, in different parts of this long sw^p, from Surat 
round cape Comorin to the bottom of the bay of Bengal, 
the English and other European powers have, with the 
consent of the Mogul, established forts and trading settle- 
'ments. All these kingdoms, properly speaking, belong 
to the Mogul ; but his power was so weakened by the last 
invasion of Kouli Khan, that he has not been able to as- 
sert bis empire over this remote country; the tributary 
princes of which, and even the nabobs, who were origi- 
nally governors appointed under their authority, have 
rendcfred themselves independent, and exert an absolute 
dominion over their respective territories, without ac- 
knowledging his superiority either by tribute or homage. 
These princes^ when they quarrel among themselves, 
naturally have recourse to the assistance of such European 

powers as are settled in or near their dominions ; and in 

• 

^ Sereral Earopean nationt bad tettleroeots at Sarat, which was one of the 
most freqaeDted cities of the east, from the great concourse of Miihoraeun pil- 
grims, who make it their road from India, in their visits to the tomb of their 
prophet at Mecca. In order to keep the seas clear of pirates between Surat 
and the gulf of Arabia and Persia, the Mogul had been at the annual expense 
of a large ship fitted out on purpose to carry the pilgrims to Judda, which is 
within a small distance of Mecca. For the secunty of this ship, as well as to 
protect the trade of Surat, he granted to his admiral, the siddee cnief of a colony 
of caiTrees, or blacks, a revenue called the Tanka, to the value of three lacks 
of rupees, amounting to above thirty-seven thousand pounds, arising partly 
from the adjacent lands, and partly from the revenues of Surat, which were 
paid him yearly by the governor of the castle, who is appointed by the Mogul 
to keep the city under proper subjection, without, however, interfering with the 
govemraent of it. 
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the 8Ame manner the East Indian companies of the Eu- nu, 
ropean powers which happen to be at war with each " 

other^ never fail to interest the nabobs in the dispute. 

XVIII. The next English settlement to Surat^ on the 
coast of the peninsula, is Bombay, in the kingdom of 
Decan, a small island,* with a very convenient harbour, 
about five and forty leagues to the south of Surat. The 
town is very populous: but the soil is barren, and the 
climate unhealthy ; and the commerce was rendered very 
precarious by the neighbourhood of the famous corsair 
Angria, until his port of Geriah was taken, and his fortifi- 
cations demolished. The English company likewise carry 
on some traffic at Dabul, about forty leagues farther to 
the south, in the province of Cuncan. In the same 
southerly progression towards the point of the peninsula, 
we arrive at Carwar, in the latitude of fifteen degrees, 
where there is a small fort and factory belonging to the 
company, standing on the south side of a bay, with a 
river, capable of receiving ships of pretty large burthen. 
The climate here is remarkably salubrious; the country 
abounds with provisions of all sorts, and the best pepper , 
of India grows in this neighbourhood. The next English 
settlement we find at Tillicherry, where the company has 
erected a fort, to defend their commerce of pepper and 
cardamoms from the insults of the rajah whp governs 
this part of Malabar. Hither the English trade was re- 
moved from Calicut, a large town that stands fifteen 
leagues to the southward of Tillicherry, and was as well 
firequented as any port on the coast of the Indian penin- 
sula. The most southerly settlement which the English 
possess on the Malabar coast is that of Anjengo, between 
the eighth and ninth degrees of latitude. It is defended 
by a regular fort, situated on a broad river, which falls 
into the sea, and would be very commodious for trade, 
were not the water on the bar too shallow to admit ships 
of considerable burthen. Then turning the cape, and 
passing through the strait of Chilao, formed by the island 
of Ceylon, we arrive on the coast of Coromandel, which 
forms the eastern side of the isthmus. Prosecuting our 
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1704 course in a northern direction, the first English factory 
we reach is that of fort St. David's, formerly called T^a« 
patan, situated in the latitude of eleven degrees forty 
minutes north, within the kingdom of Gingi. It was 
about six and twenty years ago sold by a Mahratta prince 
to the East India company, and, next to Bombay, ia the 
most considerable settlement we have yet mentioned. Its 
territory extends about eight miles along the coast, and 
half that space up the country, which is delightfully 
watered by a variety of rivers : the soil is fertile and the 
dimate healthy. The fort is regular, well provided with 
cannon, ammunition, and a numerous garrison, which is 
the more necessary, on account of the neighbourhood of 
the French settlement at PondicherryS But the chief 
settlement belonging to the company on this coast is that 
of Madras, or fort St. Gtiorge, standing farther to the 
northward, between the thirteenth and fourteenth degrees 
of latitude, and not a great way from the diamond mines 
of Golconda. It is seated on a flat, barren, scorching 
sand, so near the sea, that in bad weather the walls are 
endangered by the mighty surges rolled in from the 
ocean. As the soil is barren, the climate is so intensely 
hot, that it would be altogether uninhabitable, were not 
the heat mitigated by the sea-breezes. On the land side 
it is defended by a salt-water river, which, while it contri'* 
butes to the security of the place, robs the inhabitants of 
one great comfort, by obstructing the springs of fresh 
water. The fort b a regular square, the town surrounded 
with walls well mounted with artillery ; and the place, in* 
eluding the Black Town, is very populous. Madras, 
with several villages in the neighbouihood, was purchased 
of the king of Golconda, before the Mogul became sove-^ 
reign of this country. The governor of this place is not 
only president of fort St. George, but also of all the 
other settlements on the coasts of Malabar and Coroman- 
del, as far as the island of Sumatra. He Uves in great 



« The trade consists of loog cloths of different colours, sallampores, roorees, 
dimitien, ginshtas, and succatoooi. 
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pompy having inferior judges^ who pass sentence of death 1754, 

occasionally on malefactors of any nation, except the sub- 

jects of Great Britain. All the company's affairs are di- 
rected by him and his council, who are invested with the 
power of inflicting corporal punishment, short of life and 
member, upon such Europeans as are in the service, and 
dispose of all places of trust and profit. By virtue of an 
act passed in the course of this very session, the military 
officers belonging to the company were permitted to hold 
courts-martial, and punish their soldiers according to the 
degree of their delinquency. In a word, Madras is of the 
utmost importance to the company for its strength, wealth, 
and the great returns it makes in calicoes and muslins. 
Towards the latter end of the last century the English 
company had a flourishing factory at Masulipatam, stand- 
ing on the north side of the river Nagundi, which sepa- 
rates the provinces of Golconda and Bisnagar, in the lati- 
tifde of sixteen degrees and thirty minutes; but now there 
is no European settlement here, except a Dutch factory, 
maintained for carrying on the chintz commerce. At 
Visgapatam, situated still farther to the northward, the 
English possess a factory, regularly fortified, on the side 
of a river, which, however, a dangerous bar has rendered 
unfit for navigation. The adjacent country affords cotton 
cloths, and the best striped muslins of India. It is chiefly 
for the use of this settlement that the company maintains 
a factory at Ganjam, the most eastern town in the pro- 
vince or kingdom of Golconda, situated in a country 
abounding with rice and sugar canes. Still farther to the 
north coast, in the latitude of twenty-two degrees, the 
company maintains a factory at Balasore, which was for- 
merly very considerable ; but hath been of very little con- 
sequence since the navigation of the river Huguely was 
improved. At this place every European ship bound for 
Bengal and the Ganges takes in a pilot. The climate is 
not counted very salubrious ; but the adjacent country is 
fruitful to admiration, and here are considerable manufac- 
tures of cotton and silk. Without skilful pilots, the Eng- 
lish would find it very difficult to navigate the different 
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1754. channels through which the river Ganges discharges iteelf 
into the sea at the bottom of the bay of Bengal. On the 
southern branch is a town called Pipley, where there was 
formerly an English factory; but this was removed to 
Huguely, one hundred and sixty miles farther up the 
river; a place which, together with the company's s<ettle- 
ment at Calcutta, were the emporiums of their commerce 
for the whole kingdom of Bengal. Indeed Huguely is 
* now abandoned by the English, and their whole trade 
centres at Calcutta or fort WilKam, which is a regu- 
lar fortification, containing lodgings for the factoirs and 
writers, store-houses for the company's merchandise, and 
magazines for their ammunition. As for the governor's 
house, which likewise stands within the fort, it is one of 
the most regular structures in all India. Besides these 
^ttlements along the sea coast of the peninsula, and on 
the banks of the Ganges, the English East India com- 
pany possess certain inland factories and posts for the 
convenience and defence of their commerce, either pur- 
t;hased of the nabobs and rajahs, or conquered in the 
course of the war. As the operations we propose to re- 
cord were confined to the coasts of Malabar and Coro- 
mandel, or the interior countries which form the peninsula 
intra Gangem, it will be unnecessary to describe the fac- 
tory at Bencoolen, on the island of Sumatra, or any set^- 
tnent which the English possess in other parts of the East 
Indies. 

XIX. In order to understand the military transactions 
of the English company in India, the reader will take 
notice, that immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, monsieur Dupleix, who commanded for the FVench 
in that country, began by his intrigues to sow the seeds 
of dissension among the nabobs, that he might be the bet- 
ter able to fish m troubled waters. Nizam Alnraluck, the 
Mogul's viceroy of Decan, having the right of nominating 
a governor of the Carnatic, now more generally known by 
the name of the nabob of Arcot, appointed Anaverdy 
Khan to that office in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty-five. The viceroy dying was succecjdedi 
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in his viceroyalty or subaship, by his second son Nazir- 1764. 
zing, whom the Mogul confirmed. He was opposed in — — ■ 
his pretensions by his own cousin Muzapherzing, who had 
recourse to the assistance of M. Dupleix^ and obtained 
from him a reinforcement of Europeans and artillery, in 
consideration of many presents and promises, which he 
fulfilled in the sequel. Thus reinforced, and joined by 
one Chunda Saib, an active Indian chief, he took the field 
against his kinsman Nazirzing, who was supported by a * 
body of English troops under colonel Laurence. The 
French, dreading an engagement, redred in the nighty 
and Muzapherzing, seeing himself abandoned by all his 
own troops, appealed to the clemency of his cousin, who 
spared his life, but detained him as a state prisoner. In 
this situation he formed a conspiracy against his kinsman's 
life, with Nazirzing's prime minister, and the nabobs of 
Cadupab and Condaneor, then in his camp ; and the con- 
spirators were encouraged in their scheme by Dupleix and 
Chunda Saib, who had retired to Pondicherry. Thus 
stimulated, they murdered Nazhrzing in his camp, and 
proclaimed Muzapherzing viceroy of Deoan. In the tents 
of the murdered viceroy they found an immense treasure, 
of which a great share fell to M. Dupleix, whom Muza- 
pfaerrang the usurper at this time associated in the go- 
vernment. By virtue of this association the Frenchman 
assumed the state and formalities of an eastern prince; 
and he and his colleague Muzapherzing appointed Chunda 
Saib nabob of Arcot : Anaverdy Khan, the late nabob* 
had been, in the year one thousand seven htmdred and 
forty-nine, defeated and slain by Muzapherzing and 
Chunda Saib, with the assistance of their French auxi- 
liaries ; and his son Mahommed Ali Khan had put him- 
self under the protection of the English at Madras, and 
was confirmed by Nazirzing, as his father*s successor in 
the nabobship, or government of Arcot. This govern- 
ment, therefore, was disputed between Mahommed Ali 
Khan, appointed by the legal viceroy Nazirzing, sup- 
ported by the English company, and Chunda Saib, nomi- 
nated by the usurper Muzapherzing, and protected by 
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1754. Dupleix, who commanded at Pondicherry. Muzapher- 
zing did not long survive his usurpation. In the year one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-one, the same nabobs 
who had promoted him to his kinsman's place, thinking 
themselves ill rewarded for their services, fell upon him 
suddenly, routed his troops, and put him toT death ; and 
next day the chiefs of the army proclaimed Sallabatzing, 
brother to Nazirzing, viceroy of Decan : on the other 
hand, the Mogul appointed Gauzedy Khan, who was the 
elder' brother of Sallabatzing ; and this prince confirmed 
Mahommed AH Khan in the government of Arcot : but 
the affairs of the Mogul's court were then in such con- 
fusion, that he could not spare an army tp support the 
nomination he had made. Chunda Saib, nabob of Arcot, 
having been deposed by the great Mogul, who placed 
Anaverdy Khan in his room, he resolved to recover his 
government by force, and had recourse to the French 
general at Pondicherry, who reinforced him with two 
thousand sepoys, or soldiers of the country, sixty caff- 
rees, and four hundred and twenty French troops, on 
condition that, if he proved successful in his enterprise, 
he should cede to the French the town of Velur, in the 
neighbourhood of Pondicherry, with its dependencies, 
■consisting of forty-five villages. Thus reinforced, he de- 
feated his rival Anaverdy Khan, who lost his life in the 
engagement, reassumed the government of Arcot, and 
punctually performed the conditions which had been 
stipulated by his French allies. 

XX. Mahommed Ali Khan, at the death of his father, 
had fled to Tiruchirapalli ^, and solicited the assistance of 
-of the English, who favoured him with a reinforcement of 
money, men, and ammunition, under the conduct of 
major Laurence, a brave and experienced officer. By 
dint of this supply he gained some advantages over the 
enemy, who were obliged to retreat; but no decisive blow 
was given« Mahommed afterwards repaired in person to 

*» I'iruchirapaJli, commonly called Trichinopoly, situated near the river Ctu- 
veri, above two hundred miles to the southward of Madras, is the capital of a 
small kingdom belonging to the government of Arcot, and bounded on the cast 
Jby the kingdom of Tanjore. 
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fort St. David's to demand more powerful succoiarsy al- 17M. 
leging that his fate was connected with the interest of the 
English coMpany, which in time would be obliged to 
abandon the whole coast, should they allow the enemy to- 
proceed in their conquests. In consequence of these re-, 
presentations, he received a^^other strong reinforcement 
under the command of captain Cope ; but nothing of im- 
portance was attempted, and the English auxiliaries re* 
tired. Then Mahommed was attacked by the enemy, who* * 
obtained a complete victory over him. Finding it impos- 
sible to maintain his footing by his own strength, he en- 
tered into a close alliance with the English, and ceded to 
them some commercial points, which had been long in. 
dispute. Then they detached captain Cope to put Tiru-« 
chirapalU in a posture of defence ; while captain de Gin- 
gins, a Swiss officer, marched at the head of four hundred: 
Europeans to the nabob's assistance. The two armiea 
being pretty equal in strength, lay encamped in sight of 
each other a whole month; during which nothing hap- 
pened but a few skirmishes, which generally terminated 
to the advantage of the English auxiliaries. In order ta 
make a diversion, and divide the French forces, the com-r 
pany resolved to send a detachment into the province o£ 
Arcot; and this was one of the first occasions upon which 
the extraordinary talents of Mr. Clive were displayed. 
He had entered into the service of the East India com- 
pany as a writer, and was considered as a person very in- 
differently qualified for succeeding in any civil station o£ 
life. He now offered his service in a military capacity,, 
and actually began his march to Arcot, at the head o£ 
two hundred and ten Europeans with five hundred se** 
poys •. 

XXI. Such was the resolution, secrecy, and despatch 
with which he conducted this enterprise, that the enemy 
knew nothing of his motions until he was in possession of 
the capital, which he took without opposition. The in- 
habitants, expecting to be plundered, offered him a large 

* The lepoys are the mercenariet of the country, who are hired as soldiera 
occasionally by all parties. 
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1764. sum to ipare Ibeir city ; but tbey derived their security 
frtun the generoeity and discretion of the conqueror. He 
refused the proffered raiMom, ainl issued a jMroclavaation^ 
iDtimating, that those who were willing to remain in their 
houses should be protected from insult and injury, and 
the rest have leave to retirfv with all their efiecta, except 
provisions^ for which he promised to pay the full value* 
By this sage conduct he concUiated the affeetiofis of the 
people so entirely, that even those who quitted the (dace 
suppUed liim with exact intdligence of the enemy's de- 
signs, when he was besieged in the aequek The town 
was in a little time invested by ri^ah Saib, son of Chonda 
Saib, at the head of a numerous army, and the operationa 
of the siege were conducted by European engineers^ 
Though their approaches were retarded by the repeated 
and resolute sallies of Mr. Clive^ they at length effected 
two breaches, supposed to be practicable; and im the 
fourteenth day of October, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty-one, gave a general assault Mr» 
Clive, haying received intimation of their design, had 
Hiade such preparations for their reception, that they 
were repulsed in every quarter with great loss, and 
obliged to raise the siege with the utmost precipitation. 

XXII. This gallant Englishman, not contented whh 
the reputation he had acquired from his noble defence, 
was no sooner reinforced by a detachment under captain 
Kirkpatrick, from Trichinc^ly, than he marched in pux^ 
suit of the enemy, whom he overtook in the jdains of 
Aranie. There, on the third day of December, he attacked 
them with irresistible impetuosity ; and, after an obstinate 
dispute, obtained a complete victory, at a rery small ex- 
pense. The forts of Timery, Caujeveram, and Aranie, 
surrendered to the terror of his name, rather than to the 
force of his arms ; and he returned to fort St. David's in 
triumph. He had enjoyed a very few weeks of repose, 
when^he was summoned to the field by fresh incursions of 
the enemy. In the beginning of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty-two, he marched with a small de- 
tachment to Madras, where he was joined by a reinforce-) 
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ment from Bengal, the whole number not exceeding three 1754. 
hundred Europeans, and assembled a body of the natives, 
that he might have at least the appearance of an army4 
With these he proceeded to Koveripauk, about fifteen 
miles from Arcot^ where he found the French and Indians, 
consisting of fifteen hundred sepoys, seventeen hundred 
horse, a body of natives, and one hundred and fifty Euro- 
peans, with eight pieces of cannon. Though they were 
advantageously posted and entrenched, and the day waa 
already far advanced, Mr. Clive advanced against them 
with his usual intrepidity ; but the victory remained for 
some time in suspense. It was now dark, and the battle 
doubtful; when Mr. Clive sent round a detachment to fall 
in the rear of the French battery. This attack was exe- 
cuted with great resolution, while the English in front en- 
tered the entrenchments with their bayonets fixed ; and 
though very little tinctured with discipline, displayed the 
spirit and activity of hardy veterans. Thb double attack 
disconcerted the enemy in such a manner, that they soon 
desisted from all opposition. A considerable carnage en- 
sued ; yet the greater part of the enemy, both horse and 
foot, saved themselves by flight, under cover of the dark- 
ness. The French, to a man, threw down their arms, and 
surrendered themselves prisoners of war ; and all the can- 
non and baggage fell into the hands of the victor. 

XXIII. The province of Arcot being thus cleared of 
the enemy, Mr. Clive with his forces returned to fort St 
David's, where he found major Laurence just arrived from 
England^, to take upon him the command of the troops in 
the company's service. On the eighteenth day of March* 
this officer, accompanied by Mr. Clive, took the field, and 
was joined by captain de Gingins at Tiruchirapalli. From 
hence he detached Mr. Clive with four hundred European 
soldiers, a few Mahratta horse, and a body of sepoys, to 
cut off the enemy's retreat to Pondicherry. In the oourse 
of this expedition, he dislodged a strong body of the foe 
posted at Samiaveram, and obliged Chunda Saib to throw 

^ Major LauroDce had sailed from England in the yaar 1750. 
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1764. a body of troops into a strong fortified temple, or pagoda; 
upon the river Koleroon, which was immediately invested* 
The commanding officer, in attempting to escape, waa 
glain with some others, and the rest surrendered at dis- 
cretion. They were still in possession of another fortified 
temple, which he also besieged in form, and reduced by 
capitulation. Having subdued these forts, he marched di- 
rectly to Volconda, whither he understood the French 
commander d'Anteuil had retired. He found that officer 
entrenched in a village, from whence he drove him with 
precipitation, and made himself master of the French can- 
non. The enemy attempted to save themselves in the 
neighbouring fort ; but the gates being shut against them 
by the governor, who was apprehensive that they would 
be followed pell-mell by the English, Mr. Clive attacked 
them with great fury, and made a considerable slaughter : 
. but his humanity being shocked at this carnage, he sent a 
flag of truce to the vanquished, with terms of capitulation, 
which they readily embraced. These articles imported, 
that d'Anteuil, and three other officers, should remain pri- 
aoners on parole for one year; that the garrison should be 
exchanged, and the money and stores be delivered to the 
nabob whom the English supported. 

XXIV. During these transactions, Chunda Saib lay 
encamped with an army of thirty thousand men at Syrin- 
faam, an island in the neighbourhood of Tiruchirapalli, 
which he longed eagerly to possess. Hither major Lau- 
rence marched with his Indian allies', and took his mea- 
sures so well, that the enemy's provisions were entirely in- 
tercepted. Chunda Saib, in attempting to fly, was taken 
prisoner by the nabob of Tanjore, an ally of the English 
company, who ordered his head to be struck off*, in order 
to prevent the disputes which otherwise would have arisen 



f Hii anny coonsted of twelve hundred Europeans and Topasses in batta- 
lions, two thousand sepoys, with the forces of the nabob, the kings of Tanjore, 
Huissack, and the Mahrattas ; amounting to fifteen hundred horse and ten 
thousand infantry. Topasses are descendanU from the Portuguese. The Mah- 
rattas are native Indians of a very numerous and powerful nation, which hath 
more than once given law to the Mogul. 
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among the captors \ The main body of the anny being 1764. 

attacked by major Laurence, and totally defeated, the 

island of Syrinham was surrendered, and about a thousand 
European French soldiers, under the command of Mr« 
Law, nephew to the famous Law who schemed the Missis- 
sippi company, fell into the hands of the conquerors, in- 
cluding thirty officers, with forty pieces of cannon, and 
ten mortars. M. Dupleix, though exceedingly mortified 
by this disaster, resolved to maintain the cause which he 
bad espoused. He proclaimed rajah Saib, the son of 
Chunda Saib, nabob of Arcot ; and afterwards pretended 
that he himself had received from the Mogul sanids or 
commissions, appointing him governor of all the Carnatic^ 
from the river Kristnah to the sea : but these sanids ap- 
peared in the sequel to be forged. In order to complete 
the comedy, a supposed messenger from Delhi |vas re- 
ceived at Pondicherry as ambassador from the Mogul* 
Dupleix, mounted on an elephant, preceded by music and 
dancing women, in the oriental manner, received in public 
bis commission from the hands of the pretended ambassa- 
dor. He affected the eastern state, kept his darbar or 
court, where he appeared sitting cross-legged on a sofa^ 
and received presents as prince of the country from his 
own council, as well as from the natives. In the mean 
time, hostilities continued between the forces of the two 
companies, as auxiliaries to the contending nabobs. The 
English, under major Kinnier, made an unsuccessful at- 
tempt upon Gingee, a strong town situated to the west of 
Pondicherry. Major Laurence defeated a strong body of 
French and natives, commanded by Dupleix's ne^Shew, 
M. de Kerjean, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, and * 
took him prisoner, together with fifteen officers : after this 
success, Mr. Clive reduced the forts of Covelong and 
Chengalput, the last very strong, situated about forty 
miles to the southward of Madras. On the other hand, 

^ Chunda Saib demanded leave of the Taniore general to past through his 
camp to Tanjore, and this request was granted: but instead of being allowed to 
pass, he was detained prisoner ; and as the allies could not agree about the manp 
ner in which he shoula be disposed of, some of the Tanjore officers, of their owa 
accord, ended the dispute by cutting off his head. 
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1764. Florida. We shall enumerate the Indian nations that lie 
scattered about their confines, and delineate the manner 
in which the French hemmed them in by a surprising line 
of fortifications. Should we comprehend Hudson's bay, 
with the adjacent countries, and the banks of Newfound- 
land, in this geographical detail, we might affirm that 
Great Britain at that time possessed a territory along the 
sea coast, extending seventeen hundred miles in a direct 
fine, from the sixtieth to the thirty-first degree of northern 
latitude; but as these two countries were not concerned 
in this dispute, we shall advance from the. northward to 
the southern side of the gulf of St. Lawrence ; and begin- 
ning with Acadia or Nova Scotia, describe our settlements 
as they lie in a southerly direction, as far as the gulf of 
Florida. This great tract of country, stretching fifteen 
degrees of latitude, is washed on the east by the Atlantic 
ocean: the southern boundary is Spanish Florida; but 
to the westward the limits are uncertain, some affirming 
that the jurisdiction of the colonies penetrates through 
the whole continent, as far as the South sea; while others, 
with more moderation, think they are naturally bounded 
by the river Illionois that runs into the Mississippi, and 
in a manner connects that river with the chain of lakes 
known by the names of Michigan, Huron, Erie, and 
Ontario, the three first communicating with each other, 
and the last discharging itself into the river St. Lawrence, 
which running by Montreal and Quebec issues into the 
bay of the same denomination, forming the northern 
boundary of Nova Scotia. The French, who bad no 
legal claim to any lands on the south side of this river, 
- nevertheless, with an insolence of ambition peculiar to 
themselves, not only extended their forts from the source 
of the St. Lawrence, through an immense tract of that 
country, as far as the Mississippi, which disembogues 
itself into the gulf of Florida ; but also, by a series of un- 
paralleled encroachments, endeavoured to contract the 
English colonies within such narrow limits as would have 
cut off almost one half of their possessions. As we have 
already given a geographical description of Nova Scotia^, 
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and mentioned the particulars of the new settlement of 1754. 
Halifax^ we shall now only observe, that it is surrounded 
on three sides by the sea, the gulf, and river of St. Law* 
rence ; that its original boundary to the west was the river 
Pentagoet ; but it is now contracted within the river St. 
Croix, because the crown of Great Britain did, in the 
year one thousand six hundred and sixty-three, grant to 
the duke of York the territory of Sagadahack, stretching 
from St. Croix to the river of this name ; which was ia 
the sequel, by an express charter from the crown, an- 
nexed to the province of Massachussett's bay, one of the 
four governments of New England. This country, situate 
next to Nova Scotia, lies between the forty-first and forty* 
fifth degrees of north latitude, extending near three hun- 
dred miles in length, «nd about two hundred in breadth, 
if we bound it by those tracts which the French possessed: 
no part of the settlements of this country, howeveri 
stretches above sixty miles from the sea. The summer 
is here intensely hot, and the winter proportionably se- 
vere; nevertheless the climate is healthy, and the sky 
generally serene. The soil is not favourable to any of 
the European kinds of grain; but produces great plenty 
of maize, which the people bake into bread, and brew 
into beer; though their favourite drink is made of molasseSj 
hopped and impregnated with the tops of the spruce fir, 
which is a native of this country. The ground raises good 
flax and tolerable hemp. Here are great herds of black 
cattle, some of them very large in size ; a vast number of 
excellent hogs ; a breed of small horses, graceful, swift, 
and hardy ; and large flocks of sheep, whose wool, though 
not so fine as that of England, is manufactured with great * 
success. 

XXVH. New Eijgland is composed of the four pro- 
vinces known by the names of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chussett*s bay, Rhode island, and Connecticut. It is 
bounded on the south by New York, extending northerly 
on both sides of the river Hudson, about two hundred 
miles into the country possessed by the Indians of the 
Five Nations, whom the French distinguish by the nan^ 
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1754. of the Irroquob ; but in breadth this proidnce does not 
' 'exceed fifty miles, though it comprehends Long island, 
lying to the southward of Connecticut. The capital, 
which derives from the province the name of New York, 
is situated on an excellent harbour in the island of Mana- 
hatton, extending fourteen miles in length and five in 
breadth, at the mouth of the noble river Hudson, which 
is navigable for above t?^ hundred miles. At the distance 
of one hundred and fifty miles from New York stands the 
town of Albany, upon the same river. In this place all 
the treaties and other transactions were negotiated be* 
tween the English and the Irroquois, a confederacy of 
five Indian nations, who, by their union, courage, and 
military skin, had reduced a great number of other Indian 
trifbes, and subdued a territory more extensive than the 
wtiole kingdom of France. They were about fourscore 
years ago able to bring ten thousand warriors into the 
Btsld : but now their number is so greatly diminished by 
wars, epidemical diseases, and the use of spirituous liquors, 
that they cannot raise above fifteen hundred men, even 
"dio^gh they have admitted into their confederacy the na- 
tion of the Tuscaroras, whom the English drove from the 
(confines of Carolina. The Mohock Indians inhabit the 
country advanced from Albany. The northern extremi- 
tfes of New Hampshire and New York are divided by the 
lakes Champlain and Sacrament, between which the 
French had raised the fort of Crown Point. 
, XXVIII. Contiguous to New York, and lying along 
the coast in a southerly direction, is the small province of 
New Jersey, bounded on the west by the river Delaware, 
which divides it from Pennsylvania, extending about one 
hundred and fifty miles in length, but in breadth not more 
'tifattn one third of that extent. Tbe climate, soil, and 
produce of these two provinces, as well as of Pennsylvania, 
are similar. They yield great quantities of grain, sheep, 
ftMses, hogs, and horned cattle; all kinds of poultry and 
gtone in great abundance ; vegetables of every sort in 
fuerfection, and excellent fruit, particularly peaches and 
melons. Their vasrt forests abound with oak, aah, beech. 
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chesnut, cedar^ walnut-tree, cypress, hickery, sassafras, ttm. 
and pine ; but the timber is not counted so fit for shipjMiYg ^~" 
as that of New England and Nova Scotia.- These pro-^ 
vinces produce great quantities of flax and hemp. New 
York affords mines of iron, and very rich copper ore it 
found in New Jersey. 

XXIX. Pennsylvania, lying to the southward of New 
York and New Jersey, is bounded on the other side by 
Maryland, stretching two huYidted iand fifty miles in 
length, two hundred in breadth, and having no commu- 
nication with the sea, except by the mouth of the river 
Delaware. This province was originally settled by quakers, 
under the auspices of the celebrated William Penn, whose 
descendants are still proprietaries of the country. Phiki'- 
delphia, the capital, stands on a tongue of land, at the 
confluence of the' two navigable rivers, the Delaware and 
the Schuylkil, disposed in the form of a regular oblong, and 
designed by the original plan to extend from the one to 
the other. The streets, which are broad, spacious, and 
uniform, cross each other at right angles, leaving proper 
spaces for churches, markets, and other public edifices. 
The houses are neatly built of brick, the quays spacious 
and magnificent, the warehouses large and numerous, and 
the docks commodious and well contrived for sbip-build- 
ing. Pennsylvania is understood to extend as far northerly 
as the banks of the lake Erie, where the French erected 
a fort. They also raised another at some distance to the 
southward of the Riviere-au-Bc^f, and made other en- 
croachments on this colony. 

XXX. Adjoining to part of Pennsylvania, on the sear 
coast, lies the province of Maryland, a tract of land situ- * 
•ated along the bay of Chesapeak, in length about one 
hundred and forty miles, and nearly of the same breadth^ 
bounded on the north by Pennsylvania, on the east by thfe 
Atlantic ocean, and by the river Potowmack on the 
south. This country was first planted with Roman catho- 
lics by lord Baltimore, to whom Charles the second 
granted it by patent. In the sequel, however, people of 
all religions were admitted into this settlement, and in- 
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1754. dulged with liberty of conscience; and at present the 
reigning religion is that of the English church. The 
olimate is very sultry in sununer, and not very salubrious. 
The soil is fruitful, and produces a great quantity of 
tobacco, which the people cultivate as their staple commo- 
dity. The seat of government is established at Anna- 
polis, a small town beautifully situated on the river 
Patuxent. 

XXXI. Tracing the seacoast still southerly, the next 
settlement is Virginia, watered on the north by the river 
Potowmack, which is the boundary between this and the 
colony last described, having the bay of Chesapeak to 
the east, bounded on the south by Carolina, and extend- 
ing westward without any prescribed limits, though the 
plantations have reached no farther than the great Alle- 
gany mountains ; so that the province, as now possessed, 
stretches in length above two hundred and forty miles, 
and in breadth not above two hundred, lying between the 
forty-fifth and fortieth degrees of latitude. In sailing to 
Virginia, navigators steer through a strait formed by two 
points, called the Capes, into the bay of Chesapeak, a 
large inlet that runs three hundred miles into the country 
from south to north, covered from the Atlantic ocean by 
the eastern side of Maryland, and a small portion of Vir- 
ginia on the same peninsula. This noble bay is about 
eighteen miles broad for a considerable space, and seven 
at its narrowest part, yielding generally nine fathoms 
depth of water : on both sides it receives many navigable 
rivers, those on the Virginia side being known by the 
names of James-river, York-river, the Rappahannock, and 
Potowmack. This country, especially towards the sea, 
lies very low and swampy, and the soil is extremely fertile. 
The air and weather are variable, the heats of summer 
excessive, the frosts of winter sudden and intensely cold ; 
so that, upon the whole, the climate is neither very agree- 
able nor healthy, the people being particularly subject to 
agues and pleuritic disorders. The province abounds 
with vast forests of timber ; the plains are covered with a 
surprising luxuriancy of vegetables, flowers, and flowering 
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shrubs, difTusing the most delicious fragrance. The 1754. 
ground yields plenty of corn, and every sort of fruit in 
great abundance and perfection. Horned cattle and hogs 
have here multiplied to admiration since they were first 
imported from Europe. The animals, natives of this and 
the neighbouring countries, are deer, panthers or tigers, 
bears, wolves, foxes, squirrels, racoons, and creatures 
called opossums, with an infinite variety of beautiful birds, 
and a diversity of serpents, among which the rattlesnake 
is the most remarkable. 

XXXU. Virginia is bounded to the south by the two 
Carolinas, situated between the fortieth and thirty-firat 
degrees of latitude; the length amounting to upwards of 
four hundred miles, and the breadth extending near three 
hundred, as far as the Indian nations called the Catawbas, 
the Creeks, and Cherokees. The country of Carolina is 
divided into two governments, of which the most northern 
is the most inconsiderable. The climate in both is the 
same, as well as the soil: the first is warm, though not 
unhealthy ; the last extremely fertile, yielding every thing 
in plenty which is produced in Virginia, besides abun- 
dance of excellent oranges, and some commodities which 
are not found to the northward. North Carolina, though 
not so opulent, is more populous than the southern part. 
The colonists of North Carolina carry on a considerable 
traffic in tar, pitch, turpentine, staves, shingles, lumber, 
corn, peas, pork, and beef, tobacco, deer skins, indigo, 
wheat, rice, beeswax, tallow, bacon, and hog's lard, cot- 
ton, and squared timber, live cattle, with the skins of 
beaver, racoon, fox, minx, wild cat, and otter. South 
Carolina is much better cultivated ; the people are more 
civilized, and the commerce more important. The capital 
of this province, called Charles Town, is finely situated at 
the confluence of two navigable rivers, having the advan- 
tage of a commodious harbour. Their trade, exclusive of 
the articles we have already mentioned as common to thia 
government and that of North Carolina, consists of two 
chief staple commodities, rice and indigo, which they cul- 
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1764. tivate with great success; and they have likewise made 
" some progress in the culture of silk. 

XXXIII. The most southern of all our settlements on 
this coast is Georgia, extending about sixty miles from 
north to south, along the seashore ; but widening in the 
inland parts to above one hundred and fifty, and stretch- 
ing almost three hundred from the sea to the Apalachian 
mountains. This countiy differs very little from that of 
South Carolina, with which it borders ; yet the summer is 
here more hot, and the soil not so fertile. Savannah, 
the capital, stands commodiously for trade, about ten miles 
from the sea, on a river of the same name, navigable with 
large boats two hundred miles farther up to the second 
town, called Augusta, a place that flourishes by the Indian 
trade of skins, which the inhabitants carry on with their 
neighbours the Creeks, the Chickesaws, and the Che- 
rokees, who are the most numerous and powerful tribes in 
America. Georgia is bounded on the south by the river 
Attamaha, at no great distance from the Spanish fort of 
St. Augustin. 

' XXXIV. Having thus exhibited a succinct view of 
the British colonies in North America, for the information 
of the reader, we shall now resume the thread of our his- 
tory, and particularize the transactions by which the pre- 
sent year was distinguished on this extensive continent. 
The government of England having received nothing but 
evasive answers from the court of France, touching the 
complaints that were made of the encroachments in Ame- 
rica, despatched orders to all the governors of that coun- 
try to repel force by force, and drive the French from 
their settlements on the river Ohio. Accordingly the 
provinces of Virginia and Pennsylvania took this import- 
ant affair into their consideration; but, while they deli- 
berated, the French vigorously prosecuted their designs 
on the other side of the mountains ; they surprised Log's 
town, which the Virginians had built upon the Ohio; 
made themselves masters of the block house, and truck 
-house, where they found skins and other commodities to 
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the amount of twenty thousand pounds, and destroyed all 1T54. 
the British traders, except two who found means to es- 
cape. At the same time, M. de Contrecoeur, with a 
thousand men and eighteen pieces of cannon, arrived in 
three hundred canoes from Venango, a fort they had. 
raised on the banks of the Ohio, and reduced by surprise 
a British fort which the Virginians had built on the forks 
of the M onangahela, that runs into the same river. 

XXXV. These hostilities were followed by divers 
skirmishes between the people of the two nations, which 
were fought with various success. At length the go- 
vernors of the English settlements received orders from 
England to form a political confederacy, for their mutual 
defence ; and the governor of New York was directed to 
confer with the chiefs of the Six Nations, with a view to 
detach them from the French interest by dint of promises 
and presents of value, sent over for that purpose. A con- 
gress was accordingly appointed at Albany, to which 
place the governor of New York repaired, accompanied 
by commissioners from all the other British settlements : 
but a very small number of Indians arrived ; Und even 
these seemed to be indifferent to the advances and ex- 
hortations that were made by the English orator. The 
truth is, the French had artfully weaned them from their 
attachment to the subjects of Great Britain. Neverthe- 
less, they accepted the presents, renewed their treaties 
with the king of England, and even demanded his assist- 
ance in driving the French from the posts and possessions 
they had usurped within the Indian territories. It was in 
consequence of the measures here taken, that colonel 
Washington was detached from Virginia with four hun- 
dred men, and occupied a post on the banks of the river 
Ohio, where he threw up some works, and erected a kind 
of occasional fort, in hopes of being able to defend him- 
self in that situation, until he should be joined by a rein- 
forcement from New York, which, however, did not 
arrive. 

XXXVI. While he remained in this situation, De 
Viller, a French commander, at the head of nine hundred 

B b 8 



§ 



372 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1T64. men, being on his march to dislodge Washington, de- 
tached one Jamonville, an inferior oflBcer, with a small 
party, and a formal summons to colonel Washington, re- 
quiring him to quit the fort, which he pretended was built 
pn ground belonging to the French, or their allies. So 
Kttle regard was paid to this intimation, that the English 
fell upon this party, and, as the French afiirm, without 
the least provocation, either slew or took the whole de- 
tachment. De Viller, incensed at these unprovoked hos- 
tilities, marched up to the attack, which Washington for 
some time sustained under manifold disadvantages. At 
length, however, he surrendered the fort upon capitula- 
tion, for the performance of which he left two officers as 
hostages in the hands of the French ; and in his retreat 
was terribly harassed by the Indians, who plundered his 
baggage and massacred his people. This event was no 
sooner known in England, than the British ambassador at 
Paris received directions to complain of it to the French 
■unistry, as an open violation of the peace ; but this re- 
presentation had no effect. 

XXXVII. Both nations by this time foresaw that a 
rapture would be inevitable, and each resolved to make 
suitable preparations. France continued to send rein- 
forcements of men, and supplies of ammunition, to Que- 
bec, for the prosecution of her ambitious projects; and 
the ministry of Great Britain transmitted salutary cautions 
to the governors of the provinces of North America, ex- 
horting them to join their endeavours for repelling the 
incursions of the enemy. Such an union as seemed ne- 
eessary for. their common preservation was not easily 
effected. The different colonies were divided by dif- 
ferent views and interests, both religious and political: 
besides, every settlement was distracted into factions, 
formed by the governor and the demagogues of the as- 
sembly; in other words, an opposition like that in parlia- 
ment, and a continual struggle between the liberties of 
the people and the prerogative of the proprietor, whether 
sovereign or subject. Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Vir- 
ginia, having demanded a certain perquisite or fee for 
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every patent he should pass for land, the assembly voted I7a4. 
his demand illegal, arbitrary, and oppressive. They de- """^ 
elared, that every man who paid it should be deemed an 
enemy to his country ; and sent over an agent to London, 
to solicit the suppression of this imposition. The repre- 
sentatives of the people in Pennsylvania wasted the time 
in vain deliberations and violent disputes with their pro- 
prietors, while the enemy infested their frontiers. The 
colony of New York was filled with discontent and ani- 
mosity. Sir Danvers Osborne, who had been appointed 
governor of this province, died immediately after his ar- 
rival at New York, and the instructions he had received 
were exposed to public censure. The preamble inveighed 
severely against the want of duty, allegiance, loyalty, and 
unanimity, which had lately appeared so notorious in the 
assembly of that province, who had violated the royal 
commission and instructions, by assuming to themselves 
the power to dispose of public money in the laws which 
they had occasionally passed. This gentleman was there- 
fore directed to insist upon the reformation of all those 
public abuses, and upon the establishment of a certain 
supply for the service of the government, as well as upon 
the settlement of a salary for himself. Moreover, his mar 
jesty, in these instructions, signified his will and pleasure, 
that all money raised for the supply and support of 
government, or upon any emergency for immediate ser- 
vice, should be disposed of and applied properly to the use 
for which it might be granted, by warrant from the go- 
vernor, by and with the advice and consent of the council 
of the province, and no otherwise : that, nevertheless, the 
assembly should be permitted, from time to time, to view 
and examine the accounts of money disposed of, by virtue 
of laws which they had enacted : that if any member of 
the. council, or officer holding place of trust or profit 
within the government, should, in any manner whatever, 
give his assent to, or in any wise advise or concur with 
the assembly in passing any act or vote, whereby the royal 
prerogative might be lessened or impaired, or any money 
be raised or disposed of for the public 8er>'icc, contrary 
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1764. to, or inconsistent with, the method prescribed by these 
■"■"""■^ instructions, the governor should forthwith remove or sus- 
pend such counsellor or officer so offending, and give an 
immediate account of his proceedings to the commissioners 
of trade and plantations. These were peremptory injunc- 
tions, which plainly proved that the ministry was deter- 
mined to support the prerogative with a high hand ; but 
it must be owned, at the same time, that abundance of 
provocation had been given by the insolent opposition of 
some turbulent individuals, who had exerted all their in- 
fluence in disturbing and distressing the views and designs 
of the government. While the British colonies in America 
were, by these divisions, in a great measure disabled from 
making vigorous efforts against the common enemy, the 
administration at home began to exert itself for their de- 
fence. Officers were appointed for two regiments, con- 
sisting of two battalions each, to be raised in America, 
and commanded by sir William Pepperel and governor 
Shirley, who had enjoyed the same command in the last 
war, and a body of troops was destined for the same ser- 
vice. 

XXXVIII. The most remarkable incident that marked 
this year, on the continent of Europe, was the conversion 
of the hereditary prince of Hesse-Cassel, who had es- 
poused the princess Mary of England. He now declared 
himself a Roman catholic, and was supposed to have been 
cajoled to this profession by the promises of certain 
powers, who flattered his ambition, in order to weaken 
the protestant interest in Germany. His father, though 
deeply affected by his son's apostasy, did not fail to take 
immediate measures for preventing the evil consequences 
which might otherwise have flowed from his defection. 
He forthwith assembled the states of the landgraviate, in 
order to take such measures as might appear necessary to 
maintain the religion, laws^ and constitution of the coun- 
try; and the prince was laid under certain restrictions, 
which he did not find it an easy task to set aside. It was 
enacted, that when the regency should devolve to him by 
succession, he should not have it in his power to alter the 
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established laws, or grant any church to persons of the 1764. 
Roman communion, for the public exercise of their reli- 
gion; and that he should be excluded from all share in 
the education of his sons, the eldest of whom should be 
put in possession of the country of Hanau upon his father's 
accession to the regency of the landgraviate* These re- 
solutions were guaranteed by the kings of Prussia and 
Denmark) by the maritime powers, and the evangelic 
body of the empire. 

XXXIX. The exile of the parliament of Paris, far 
from having intimidated the other tribunals from perform- 
ing what they apprehended to be their duty, served only 
to inflame the discontents of the people, apd to animate 
all the courts of justice to a full exertion of their authority. 
The chatelot continued to prosecute those priests who re- 
fused the sacrament to persons whose consciences would 
not allow them to subscribe to the bull Unigenitus, even 
after three of their members were sent to the Bastile. 
The same prosecutions were carried on, and bold remon- 
strances published, by the parliaments of Aix and Rouen. 
In a word, the whole kingdom was filled with such confu- 
sion as threatened a total suppression of justice, in a ge- 
neral spirit of disafiection, and universal anarchy. The 
prelates, meanwhile, seemed to triumph in the combustion 
they had raised. They entered into associations to sup- 
port each other: they intrigued at court, and harassed 
the king with insolent declarations, till he grew tired of 
their proceedings, and opened his eyes to the fatal conse- 
quences of their pride and obstinacy. He even took an 
opportunity of exhorting the archbishop of Paris to act 
more suitably to the character of a clergyman. He re- 
called the parliament from exile, and they returned in 
triumph, amidst the acclamations of the people, who cele- 
brated their arrival at Paris with the most extravagant 
demonstrations of joy ; and the archbishop, notwithstand- 
ing the king's express declaration to the contrary, still 
persisting in countenancing the recusant priests, was ban- 
ished to Conflans-sous-Charenton. 

XL. In Spain, the interest of Great Britain was so warmly 
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1754. espoused, and so powerfully supported by Mr. Wall, who 
had been resident in England, that the French party, 
though countenanced by the queen mother, and sustained 
with all the influence of the marquis de la Ensenada, the 
prime minister, was totally defeated. The king beijig 
convinced that it would be for the interest of his subjects 
to live on good terms with England, and well apprised of 
Ensenada*s intrigues, ordered that minister to be arrested 
and confined, and bestowed upon Mr. Wall the best part 
of his employments. Nevertheless, the Spaniards in the 
West Indies continued to oppress the subjects of 6reat 
Britain employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Hon- 
duras; and representations on this head being made to 
the court of Madrid, the dispute was amicably adjusted 
between Mr. Wall and sir Benjamin Keene, the British 
ambassador. While the interest of Britain thus triumphed 
in Spain, it seemed to lose ground at the court of Lisbon. 
His Portuguese majesty had formed vast projects of an 
active commerce, and even established an East India com- 
pany: in the mean time, he could not help manifesting 
his chagrin at the great quantities of gold which were 
yearly exported from his dominions, as the balance due 
A'om his subjects on English commodities. In his endea- 
vours to check this traffic, which he deemed so detri- 
mental to his subjects, he inflicted hardships on the 
British merchants settled at Lisbon: some were impri- 
soned on frivolous pretences; others deprived of their 
property, and obliged to quit the kingdom. He insisted 
upon laying an imposition of two per cent, on all the Por- 
tuguese gold that should be exported ; but the profits of 
the trade would not bear such an exaction. Meanwhile 
there being a scarcity of corn in Portugal, the kingdom 
was supplied from England; and the people having no- 
thing but gold to purchase this necessary supply, the 
king saw the necessity of conniving at the exportation of 
his coin, and the trade reverted into its former channel. 

XLI. On the fourteenth day of November, the king of 
Great Britain opened the session of parliament with an 
harangue, which intimated nothing of an approaching 
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rupture^ He said, that the general state of affairs in 1754. 
Europe had undergone very little alteration since their -""■"—" 
last meeting; that he had lately received the strongest 
assurances, from his good brother the king of Spain, of 
friendship and confidence, which he would cultivate with 
harmony and good faith. He declared his principal view 
should be to strengthen the foundation, and secure the 
duration, of a general peace ; to improve the present 
advantages of it for promoting the trade of his good sub- 
jects, and protecting those possessions which constituted 
one great source of their wealth and commerce. Finally, 
he exhorted them to complete their plan for appropriating 
the forfeited estates in the highlands to the service of the 
public. He probably avoided mentioning the encroach- 
ments of France, that he might supply no handle for de- 
bates on the address, which was carried in both houses 
almost without opposition. The government seemed de- 
termined to humble the insolence of the French councils ; 
and this disposition was so agreeable to the people in 
general, that they grmlged no expense, and heartily con- 
curred with the demands of the ministry. 

XLU. The commons granted for the service of the en- 
suing year four millions seventy-three thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-nine pounds ; one million of that 
sum expressly given for enabling his majesty to augment 
his forces by land and sea. Thirty-two thousand pounds 
were allotted as a subsidy to the king of Poland, and 
twenty thousand to the elector of Bavaria. These gratifi- 
cations met with little or no opposition in the committee 
of supply; because it was taken for granted, that, in case 
of a rupture, France would endeavour to avail herself of 
her superiority by land, by invading his Britannic ma- 
jesty's German dominions; and, therefore, it might be 
necessary to secure the assistance of such allies on the 
continent. That they prognosticated aright with respect 
to the designs of that ambitious power, will soon appear 
in the course of this history ; which will also demonstrate 
how little dependence is to be placed upon the professed 
attachment of subsidfiary princes. The supplies were 
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1754b raised by the standing branches of the revenue^ the land 
tax and malt tax, and a lottery for one million ; one hun- 
dred thousand pounds of it to be deducted for the service 
of the public, and the remaining nine hundred thousand 
to be charged on the produce of the sinking fund, at the 
rate of three per cent, per annum, to commence from the 
fifth day of January, in the year one thousand seven bun- 
dred and fifty-six. The civil transactions of this session 
were confined to a few objects. Divers new regulations 
were made for encouraging and improving the whale and 
white herring fishery, as well as for finishing and putting 
in a proper state of defence a new fort, lately built at 
Anamaboe on the coast of Africa. 

XLIII. Mr. Pitt, the paymaster-general of the forces, 
brought in a bill, which will ever remain a standing monu- 
ment of his humanity. The poor disabled veterans who 
enjoyed the pension of Chelsea hospital, were so iniqui- 
tously oppressed by a set of miscreants, who supplied 
them with money per advance, at the most exorbitant 
rates of usury, that many of them, with their families, 
were in danger of starving ; and the intention of govern- 
ment in granting such a comfortable subsistence was, in a 
great measure, defeated. Mr. Pitt, perceiving that this 
evil originally flowed from the delay of the first payment, 
which the pensioner could not touch till the expiration of 
a whole year after he had been put upon the list, removed 
this necessity of borrowing, by providing in the bill, that 
half a year's pension should be advanced half a year 
before it is due ; and the practice of usury was effectually 
prevented by a clause, enacting, that all contracts should 
be void by which any pension might be mortgaged. This 
humane regulation was unanimously approved, and having 
passed through both houses with uncommon expedition, 
received the royal assent. 

XLIV. Notwithstanding the unanimity manifested by 
the commons, in every thing relating to the measures for 
acting vigorously against the common enemy of the na- 
tion, they were remarkably disturbed and divided by a 
contested election of members for 'Oxfordshire. In the 
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course of this dispute, the strength and influence of what 1764. 
they called the old and new interest, or, to speak more 
intelligibly, of the tories and whigs in that county, were 
fully displayed. The candidates sustained on the shoul- 
ders of the old interest, were lord viscount Wenman and 
sir James Dashwood : their competitors, whom the new 
interest supported, and of consequence the ministry coun- 
tenanced, were lord Parker and sir Edward Turner. 
Never was any contention of this kind maintained with 
more spirit and animosity, or carried on at a greater ex- 
pense. One would have imagined, that each side con- 
sidered it as a dispute which must have determined^ 
whether the nation should enjoy its ancient liberty, or 
tamely submit to the fetters of corruption. Noblemen 
and gentlemen, clergymen and ladies, employed all their 
talents and industry in canvassing for either side, through*- 
.out every township and village in the county. Scandal 
emptied her whole quiver of insinuation, calumny, and 
lampoon : corruption was not remiss in promises and pre- 
sents : houses of entertainment were opened ; and nothing 
was for some time to be seen but scenes of tumult, riot, 
and intoxication. The revenue of many an independent 
prince on the continent would not have been sufficient to 
afford such sums of money as were expended in the course 
of this dispute. At length they proceeded to election, 
and the sheriff made a double return of all the four can- 
didates, so that not one of them could sit, and the county 
remained without a representative until this ambiguous 
affair could be decided in the house of commons. About 
the middle of November, petitions being presented by the 
four candidates, as well as by the gentlemen, clergy, and 
other freeholders of the county, complaining of an undue 
election and double return, the matter of these petitions 
was heard at the bar of the house on the third day of De- 
cember. The counsel for lord Wenman and sir James 
Dashwood alleged, that they had the majority of votes 
upon the poll; and this circumstance was admitted by the 
counsel on the other side : then they proceeded to prove 
by evidence^ that, after closing the poll, tl\p sheriff de- 
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dared the majority of votes to be in favour of these two 
~ candidates, and adjourned the court from the twenty-third 
day of April to the eighth of May; lo that the scrutiny 
denianded and granted on the behalf of lord Parker and 
air Edward Turner, could not be discueaed before the laM 
day of the month, when the writ was returnable: tbat the 
•crutiny did not begin till the ninth day of May, when the 
thne was protracted by_ disputes about the manner in 
which it should be carried on: that lord Parker and nr 
Edward Tur^ier were allowed to object, through At 
whole poll, to the votes on the other side, on pretenee 
that their competitors should be permitted to answn 
these objections, and, in their turn, object through the 
whole poll to the votes for lord Parker and sir Edward 
Turner, who should, in the Ust place, have leave to 
answer: tbat lord Wenman and sir James Dashwood had 
disapproved of this method, because they apprehended it 
Blight induce their competitors to make such a number of 
frivolous objections, that they should not have time to 
' answer one half of them, much less lo make objections of 
their own, before the writ should be returned : that they 
foresaw such a number of frivolous objections were made, 
as engrossed the attention of the court till the twenty- 
■eventb day of May; so that they could not begin to 
answer any of these objections till the twenty-eighth ; and 
on the thirtieth the sheriff, having closed the scrudny, 
made the double return. The proof being exhibited, the 
counsel insisted, that, as they had established a majority 
on the poll, and demonstrated that this majority neither 
was nor could be overthrown by such an unfinished scru- 
tiny, it was incumbent on the other side to proceed upon 
the merits of the election, by endeavouring to overthrow 
tbat majority of which their clients were in possesuon. A 
question in the house being curried to tlie sat^e purpose. 
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tliese candidates in the practice of bribery; tor which pur- I7H. 
poae they produced a letter in their own bjuidwriting. 
They afterwards proceeded to disqualify particular voters, 
and summed up their evidence on the twenty-firat day of A.D. 176S. 
January. Then the counsel for the other side began to 
refute the charge of partiality and corruption; and to 
answer the objections that -had been made to particular 
voters. They produced evidence to prove, that customary 
freeholders, or customary holdings, had voted at elections 
in the counties of Gluaorgau, Monmouth, Gloucester, 
Wellfi, and Hereford ; and that the customary tenants of 
the manor of Woodstock, in Oxfordshire, had been re- 
puted capable of voting, and eveo voted at elections for 
that county. In a word, they continued to examine evi- 
dences, argue and refute, prove and disprove, until tlw 
twenty-third day of April, when, after some warm debatei 
and divisions in the house, lord Parker and sir Edward 
Turner were declared duly elected: and the clerk of the 
crown was ordered to amend the return, by erasing the 
names of lord Wenmau and sir James Dashwood. Many, 
who presumed to think for themselves, without recollect- 
ing the power and influence of the administration, were 
astonished at the issue of this dispute ; which, however, 
might have easily been foreseen ; inasmuch as, during tlia 
course of the proceedings, most, if not all, of the manj 
(luestions debated in the house were determined by « 
great majority in favour of the new interest. A great 
number of copyh<Jder3 had iieen admitted to vote at thia 
election ; and the sheriff incurred no censure for allowing 
them to take the oath appointed by law to be taken by 
freeholders: nevertheless, the commons carefully avoided 
determining the question, whether copyholders possessed 
of the yearly value of forty shillings, dear of all deduc< 
tions, have not a right to vote for knights to represent the 
ohire within which their copyhold estates are utuated. 
This MJaL^ing l<:ft doubtful by ttie legislature, puts it 
oflewV ^wer of the sheriff to return which of the 

^J//I^T " Tileases to ^uppurt; for if the majority of 
^^^P yholders adheres to the interest of his 
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1755. favourites, he will admit their votes both on the poll and 
the scrutiny ; whereas, should they be otherwise dis- 
posed, he will reject them as unqualified. What effect 
this practice may have upon the independency of par- 
liament, every person must perceive who reflects, that 
in almost all the counties of England the high sheriffs 
are annually appointed by the minister for the time 
being. 

XLV. The attention of the legislature was chiefly 
turned upon the conduct of France, which preserved no 
medium, but seemed intent upon striking some important 
blow, that might serve as a declaration of war. At Brest, 
and other ports in that kingdom, the French were em- 
ployed in equipping a powerful armament, and made no 
Scruple to own it was intended for North America. To- 
wards the latter end of March, sir Thomas Robinson, se- 
cretary of state, brouglit a message from the king to the 
parliament, intimating, that his majesty, having, at the 
beginning of the session, declared his principal object was 
to preserve the public tranquillity, at the same time to 
protect those possessions which constitute one great source 
of the commerce and wealth of his kingdoms; he now found 
it necessary to acquaint the house of commons, that the 
present situation of affairs made it requisite to augment 
his forces by sea and land, and to take such other mea- 
sures as might best tend to preserve the general peace of 
Europe, and to secure the just rights and possessions of 
his crown in America, as well as to repel any attempts 
whatsoever that might be made to support or countenance 
any designs which should be formed against his majesty 
and his kingdoms ; and his majesty doubted not but his 
faithful commons, on whose affection and zeal he entirely 
relied, would enable him to make such augmentations, and 
to take such measures for supporting the honour of his 
crown, and the true interest of his people, and for the se- 
curity of his dominions in the present critical conjuncture, 
as the exigency of affairs might require ; in doing which, 
his majesty would have as much regard to the ease of his 
good subjects as should be consistent with their safety 
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and welfare. In answer to this message, a very warm and ^7^* 
affectionate address was presented to his majesty ; and it 
was on this occasion that the million was granted for aug- 
menting his forces by sea and land *. The court of Ver- 
sailles, notwithstanding the assiduity and despatch which 
they were exerting in equipping armaments and embarking 
troops for the support of their ambitious schemes in Ame- 
rica, still continue to amuse the British ministry with ge- 
neral declarations, that no hostility was intended, nor the 
least infringement of the treaty. 

XL VI. The earl of Albemarle, the English ambassador 
at Paris, having lately died in that city, these assurances 
were communicated to the court of London by the mar- 
quis de Mirepoix, who resided in England with the same 
character, which he had supported since his first arrival 
with equal honour and politeness. On this occasion he 
himself was so far imposed upon by the instructions he 
had received, that he believed the professions of his court 
were sincere, and seriously endeavoured to prevent a rup- 
ture between the two nations. At length, however, their 
preparations were so notorious, that he began to suspect 
the consequence ; and the English ministry produced such 
proofs of their insincerity and double dealing, that he 
seemed to be struck with astonishment and chagrin. H^ 
repaired to France, and upbraided the ministry of Ver- 
sailles for having made him the tool of their dissimulation. 
They referred him to the king, who ordered him to return 
to London, with fresh assurances of his pacific intentions : 
but his practice agreed so ill with his professions, that the 
ambassador had scarce obtained an audience to communi- 
cate them, when undoubted intelligence arrived, that a 

' The ministry having resolved to send a body of forces to America, to act in 
conjunction with the provincial troops raised on that continent, it -became ne- 
cessary that the mutiny act should be rendered more clear and extensive. When 
this bill, therefore, fell under consideration, it was improved with a new clause, 
providing, " That all officers and soldiers of any troops being mustered and in 
pay, which are or shall be raised in any of the British provinces in America, by 
authority of the respective governors or governments thereof, shall, at all times, 
and in all places, when they happen to join or act in conjunction with his ma- 
jesty's British forces, be liable to martial law and discipline, in like manner, to 
all intents and purposes, as the British forces are ; ana shsill be subject to the 
same trial, penalties, and punishment." 




' -^ 
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175&. powerful armament was ready to sail from Brest and 
Rochefort. The government of Great Britain^ roused by 
this information, immediately took the most expeditious 
methods for equipping a squadron ; and towards the latter 
end of April, admiral Boscawen sailed with eleven ships of 
the line and one frigate, having on board a considerable 
number of land forces, to attend the motions of the enemy : 
but more certain and particular intelligence arriving soon 
after, touching the strength of the French fleet, which 
consisted of twenty-five ships of the line, besides frigates 
and transports, with a great quantity of warlike stores, 
and four thousand regular troops, commanded by the 
baron Dieskau ; admiral Uolbourne was detached with 
aix ships of the line and one frigate, to reinforce Mr. Bos- 
cawen ; and a great number of capital ships were put m 
commission. In the beginning of May, the French fleet, 
commanded by Mr. Macnamara, an ofiicer of Irish extrac- 
tion, sailed from Brest, directing his course to North Ame- 
rica ; but, after having proceeded beyond the chops of 
the English channel, he returned with nine of the capital 
ships, while the rest of the armament continued their 
course, under the direction of M. Bois de la Mothe. 

XLVIL On the twenty-fifth day of April, the king 
went to the house of lords, where, after giving the royal 
assent to the bills then depending ; for granting a certain 
sum out of the sinking fund, for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, for the better regulation of marine forces on 
shore, for the better raising of marines and seamen, and 
to several other public and private bills ; his majesty put 
an end to the session of parliament by a speech, in which 
be acquainted the two houses, that the zeal they had 
shown for supporting the honour, rights, and possessions 
of his crown, had afforded him the greatest satisfaction : 
that his desire to preserve the public tranquillity had been 
sincere and uniform : that he had religiously adhered to 
the stipulations of the treaty of Aix-la-ChapeUe, and made 
it his care not to injure or offend any power whatsoever; 
but that he never could entertain a thought of purchasing 
the name of peace at the expense of suffering encroach- 
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mentfl upon, or of yielding up, what justly belonged to 1756. 

Great Britain, either by ancient possession or by solemn 

treaties : that the vigour and firmness of his parliament, 
on this important occasion, had enabled him to be pre- 
pared for such contingencies as might happen: that, if 
reasonable and honourable terms of accommodation could 
be agreed upon, he would be satisfied ; and, at all events, 
rely on the justice of his cause, the effectual support of 
his people, and the protection of divine Providence. The 
parliament was then prorogued to the twenty-seventh of 
May. 
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^ HILST all Europe was i 
about the fate of the English and 
French Bquadrona, preparations for a 
I vigorous sea war were going forward 
in England with an unparalleled spirit 
and success. Still the French court 
flattered itself that Great Britain, out 
of tenderness to his majesty's German dominions, would ab- 
stain from hostilities. Mirepoix continued to have frequent 
conferences with the British ministry, who made no secret 
that their admiralg, particularly Boscawen, bad orders to 
attack the French ships wherever they should meet them ; 
on the other hand, monaieur de Mirepoix declared, that 
bis master would consider the first gun fired at sea in an 
hostile manner as a declaration of war. This menace, far 
from intimidating the English, animated them to redouble 
their preparations for war. The press for seamen was 
carried on with extraordinary vigour in all parts of this 
kingdom, as well as in Ireland i and great premiums were 
given not only by the government, but also, over and 
above bis majesty's bounty, by almost all the considerable 
cities and towns in England, to such as should enlist 
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voluntarily for sailors or soldiers. Other branches of the 175& 
public service went on with equal alacrity : and such was "•""" 
the eagerness of the people to lend their money to the 
government, that instead of one million, which was to be 
raised by way of lottery, three millions eight hundred 
and eighty thousand pounds were subscribed immedi- 
ately. 

II. The situation of affairs requiring his majesty to go 
to Germany this summer, great apprehensions arose in 
the minds of many, lest the French should either intercept 
him in his journey, or prevent his return. Earl Paulet 
had made a motion in the house of lords, humbly to re- 
present to his majesty, *' That it was an article in the 
original act of settlement by which the succession of these 
kingdoms devolved to his electoral house, that the king 
should not go to his foreign dominions without the con- 
sent of parliament ; and that this was a principal article 
in the compact between the crown and the people : that 
though this article was repealed in the late reign, yet, till 
of late, it had always been the custom for his majesty to 
acquaint the parliament with his intended departure to 
his German dominions, both in regard to the true sense 
and spirit of the act that placed him on the throne, as 
well as for the paternal kindness of his royal heart, and 
the condescension he had been so good to show to his 
parliament on all occasions ; but that his majesty's decla- 
ration of his design to visit his electoral estates had always 
come on the last day of a session, when it was too late for 
the great constitutional council of the crown to offer such 
advice as might otherwise have been expedient and neces- 
sary: that his majesty's leaving his kingdoms in a con- 
juncture so pregnant with distress, so denunciative of • 
danger, would not only give the greatest advantage to 
such as might be disposed to stir up disaffection and dis- 
content, and to the constitutional and national enemies of 
England ; but would also fill his loyal subjects with the 
most affecting concern, and most gloomy fears, as well for 
their own safety, as for that of their sovereign, whose in- 
valuable life, at all times of the utmost consequence to his 

c c Jv^ 
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1766. people, was then infinitely so, by reason of his great ex- 

"~*"^ perience, the aflbction of every one to his royal person, 

and the minority of the heir apparent." Such was the 

purport of this motioi/; but it was not seconded by any of 

the other lords. 

III. The general uneasiness, on account of his majesty^s 
departure, was* greatly increased by an apprehension that 
there would, during his absence, be no good agreement 
amongst the regency, which consisted of the following 
persons: his royal highness William duke of Cumberland; 
Thomas lord archbishop of Canterbury; PhiUp earl of 
Hardwicke, lord high chancellor ; John earl of Granville, 
president of the council ; Charles duke of Marlborough, 
lord privy seal ; John duke of Rutland, steward of the 
household ; Charles duke of Grafton, lord chamberlain ; 
Archibald duke of Argyle ; the duke of Newcastle, first 
commissioner of the treasury ; the duke of Dorset, master 
of the horse ; the earl of Holdernesse, one of the secrc^ 
taries of state ; the earl of Rochford, groom of the stole ; 
the marquis of Hartington, lord lieutenant of Ireland; 
lord Anson, first commissioner of the admiralty ; sir Tho- 
mas Robinson, secretary of state ; and Henry Fox, esq* 
secretary at war. His majesty set out firom St. James's 
on the twenty-eighth of April early in the morning, em- 
barked at Harwich in the afternoon, landed the next 
day at Helvoetsluys, and arrived at Hanover on the second 
of May. 

IV. Admiral Boscawen, with eleven ships of the line 
and a frigate, having taken on board two regiments at 
Plymouth, sailed from thence on the twenty-sevendi of 
April for the banks of Newfoundland ; and in a few days 

* after his arrival there, the French fleet from Brest came 
to the same station, under the command of M. Bois de la 
Mothe. But the thick fogs which prevail upon these 
coasts, especially at that time of the year, kept the two 
armaments from seeing each other ; and part of the 
French squadron escaped up the river St. Lawrence, 
whilst another part of them went round, and got into the 
flame river, through the straits of Belleisle, by a way 
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which was never known to be attempted before by ships 1755. 
of the line. However, whilst the English fleet lay off 
cape Race, which is the southernmost point of Newfound- 
land, and was thought to be the most proper situation for 
intercepting the enemy, two French ships, the Alcide, of 
sixty-four guns and four hundred and eighty men, and 
the Lys, pierced for fifty-four guns, but mounting only 
twenty-two, having eight companies of land forces on 
board, being separated from the rest of their fleet in the 
fog, fell in with the Dunkirk, captain Howe, and the Defi- 
ance, captain Andrews, two sixty-gun ships of the English 
squadron; and after a smart engagement, which lasted 
some hours, and in which captain (afterwards lord) Howe 
behaved with the greatest skill and intrepidity, were both 
taken, with several considerable officers and engineers, 
and about eight thousand pounds in money. Though 
the capture of these ships, from which the commence- 
ment of the war may in fact be dated, fell greatly short of 
what was hoped for irom this expedition ; yet, when the 
news of it reached England, it was of infinite service to 
the public credit of every kind, and animated the whole 
nation, who now saw plainly that the government was de- 
termined to keep no further measures with the French^ 
but justly to repel force by force, and put a stop to their 
sending more men and arms to invade the property of the 
English in America, as they had hitherto done with im- 
punity. The French, who for some time did not even 
attempt to make reprisals on our shipping, would gladly 
have chosen to avoid a war at that time, and to have con- 
tinued extending their encroachments on our settlements,* 
till they had executed their grand plan of securing a com-^ 
munication from the Mississippi to Canada, by a line oT * 
forts, many of which they had already erected. 

V. Upon the arrival of the news of this action at Paris, 
the French ambassador, M. de Mirepoix, was recalled 
from London, and M. de Bussy from Hanover, where he 
had just arrived, to attend the king of England in a pub- 
lic character. They complained loudly of Boscawen's at- 
tacking the ships, as a breach of national faith ; but it was 
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1755. justly retorted on the part of England^ that their en- 
croachments in America had rendered reprisals both Jus- 
tifiable and necessary. The resolution of making them 
was the effect of mature deliberation in the English coun- 
cil. The yast increase of the French marine of late 
years, which in all probability would soon be employed 
against Great Britain, occasioned an order for making re- 
prisals general in Europe as well as in America; and that 
all French ships^ whether outward or homeward bound, 
should be stopped, and brought into British ports. To 
give the greater weight to these orders, it was resolved to 
send out those admirals who had distinguished themselves 
most towards the end ojf the last war. Accordingly on 
the twenty-first of July, sir Edward Hawke sailed on a 
cruise to the westward, with eighteen ships of the line, a 
frigate, and a sloop; but, not meeting with the French 
fleet, these ships returned to England about the latter 
end of September and the beginning of October ; on the 
fourteenth of which last month another fleet, consisting o{ 
twenty-two ships of the line, two frigates, and two sloops, 
sailed again on a cruise to the westward, under admiral 
Byng, in hopes of intercepting the French squadron 
under Duguay, and likewise that commanded by La 
Mothe, in case of its return from America. But this fleet 
likewise returned to Spithead on the twenty-second of 
November, without having been able to effect any thing, 
though it was allowed by all, that the admiral had acted 
judiciously in the choice of his stations. 

VL While these measures were pursued, for the ge- 
neral security of the British doasts and trade in Europe, 
several new ships of war were begun, and finished with 
the utmost expedition, in his majesty's docks: twelve firig- 
ates and sloops, contracted for in private yards, were com- 
pleted by the month of August ; and twenty-four ships 
and twelve colliers were then taken into the service of the 
government, to be fitted out as vessels of war, to carry 
twenty guns and one hundred and twenty men each. In 
the mean time the French trade was so annoyed by the 
JEnglish cruisers, that before the end of this year three 
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hundred of their merchant ships^ many of which, from 1756. 
St. Domingo and MartinicOi were extremely rich, and 
eight thousand of their sailors were, brought into English 
ports. By these captures the British ministry answered 
many purposes : they deprived the French of a great 
body of seamen, and withheld from them a very large pro- 
perty, the want of which greatly distressed their people^ 
and ruined many of their traders. Their outward bound 
merchant ships were insured at the rate of thirty per cent* 
whilst the English paid no more than the common in- 
surance. This intolerable burthen was felt by all degrees 
of people amongst them : their ministry was publicly re- 
viled, even by their parliaments : and the French name, 
from being the terror, began to be the contempt of Eu- 
rope. Their uneasiness was also not a little heightened 
by new broils between their king and the parliament of 
Paris, occasioned by the obstinacy of the clergy of that 
kingdom, who seemed determined to support the church, 
in all events, against the secular tribunak, and, at much 
as possible, to enforce the observance pf the bull Uni- 
genitus, which had long been the occasion of so many dis- 
putes among them. However, the parliament continuing 
firm, and the French king approving of its conduct, the 
ecclesiastics thought proper to submit for the present; 
and in their general assembly this year granted him a free 
gift of sixteen millions of livres, which he demanded of 
thiem — a greater sum than they had ever given before, 
even in time of war. 

VII. In the beginning of this year the assembly of 
Massachusett's bay in New England passed an act, pro- 
hibiting all correspondence with the French at Louis- 
bourg; and early in the spring they raised a body of 
troops, which was transported to Nova Scotia, to assist 
lieutenant-governor Laurence in driving the French from 
the encroachments they had made upon that province. 
Accordingly, towards the end of May, the governor sent a 
large detachment of troops, under the command of Ueute- 
nant-colonel Monckton, upon this service ; and three frig- 
ates and a sloop were despatched up the bay of Fundy» 
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1756. under the command of captain Bout, to give their Msiet- 
ance by sea. The troopi, upon their arrival at the river 
Massaguashy found the passage stopped by a large num- 
ber of regular forces, rebel neutralsi or Acadians* and 
Indians^ four hundred and fifty of whom occupied a 
block'house, with cannon mounted on their aide of the 
river ; and the rest were posted with a strong breaat-work 
of timber, thrown up by way of outwork to the block- 
house. The English provincials attacked this place with 
such spirit, that the enemy was obliged to fly, and leave 
them in possession of the breast-w<»'k ; then the garrisoD 
in the block-house deserted it, and left the passage of the 
river free. From thence colonel Monckton advanced to 
the French fort of Beausejour, which he invested, as £w 
at least as the small number of his troops would permit, 
on the twelfth of June ; and after four days' bombardment 
obliged it to surrender, though the French had twenty-six 
pieces of cannon mounted, and plenty of ammunition* and 
the English had not yet placed a single cannon upon their 
batteries* The garrison was sent to Louisbourg, on con- 
dition of not bearing arms in America for the space of six 
months ; and the Acadians who had joined the Fremk 
were pardoned, in consideration of their having been 
forced into that service. Colonel Monckton, after putting 
a garrison into this place, and changing its name to that 
of Cumberland, the next day attacked and reduced the 
other French fort upon the river Gaspereau, which runs 
into bay Verte ; where he likewise found a large quantity 
of provisions and stores of all kinds, that being the chief 
magazine for supplying the French Indians and Acadians 
witS arms, ammunition, and other necessaries. He then 
disarmed these last, to the number of fifteen thousand;* 
and in the mean time, captain Rous with his ships sailed 
to the mouth of the river St. John, to attack the new fort 
the French had erected there ; but they saved him that 
trouble, by abandoning it upon his appearance, after hav- 
ing burst their cannon, blown up their magazine, and de- 
stroyed, as far as they had time, all the works they had 
lately raised. The English had but twenty men kiUed» 
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and about the same number woundedi in the whole of this iis6. 

expedition, the success of which secured the tranquillity 

of Nova Scotia. 

VIII. While the New En^anders were thus employed 
in reducing the French in Nova Scotia, preparations were 
made in Virginia for attacking them upon the Ohio. A 
fort was builti which was likewise called fort Cumberland^ 
and a camp formed at Will's Creek* On the fourteenth 
of January of this year, major-general Braddock, with 
colonel Dunbar's and colonel Halket's regiments of foot, 
sailed from Cork, in Ireland, for Virginia, where they all 
landed safe before the end of February. This general 
might consequently have entered upon action early in the 
spring, had he not been unfortunately delayed by the 
Virginian contractors for the army, who, when he was 
ready to march, had neither provided a sufficient quantity 
of provisions for his troops, nor a competent number of 
carriages for his army. This accident was foreseen by 
almost every person who knew any thing of our planta« 
tions upon the continent of America : for the people of 
Virginia, who think of no produce but their tobacco, and 
do not raise com enough for even their own subsistenoet 
being by the nature of their country well provided with 
the conveniency of water conveyance, have but few wheel • 
carriages or beasts of burden; whereas Pennsylvania^ 
which abounds in corn and most other sorts of provisions^ 
has but Uttle water carriage, especially in its western 
settlements, where its inhabitants have great numbers of 
carts, waggons, and horses. Mr. Braddock should, there* 
fore, certainly in point of prudence have landed in PeniH 
sylvania: the contract for supplying his troops should 
have been made with some of the chief planters there^ 
who could easily have performed their engagements : and 
if his camp had been formed near Frank's town, or some- 
where upon the south-west borders of that province, he 
would not have had eighty mUes to march from thence to 
fort du Quesne, instead of an hundred and thirty miles 
that he had to advance from Will's Creek, where he did 
encamp, through roads neither better nor more practica* 
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175& ble than the other would have been. The error in the 
"""^ very beginning of the expedition^ whether owing to an in- 

judicious preference fondly given to the Virginians in the 
lucrative job of supplying these troops, or to any other 
cause, delayed the march of the army for some weeks, 
during which it was in the utmost distress for necessaries 
of all kinds ; and would probably have defeated the ex- 
pedition entirely for that summer, had not the contractors 
found means to procure some assistance from the back 
settlements of Pennsylvania. But even when these sup- 
plies did arrive, they consisted of only fifteen waggons 
and an hundred draft horses, instead of an hundred and 
fifty waggons and three hundred horses, which the Vir- 
ginian contractors had engaged to furnish; and the pro- 
visions were so bad that they could not be used. How- 
ever, some gentlemen in Pennsylvania, being applied to 
in this exigency, amply made up for these deficiencies; 
and the troops were by this means supplied with every 
thing they wanted. Another and still more fatal error 
was committed, in the choice of the commander for this 
expedition. Major-general Braddock, who was appointed 
to it, was undoubtedly a man of courage, and expert in 
all the punctilios of a review, having been brought up in 
the English guards : but he was naturally very haughty, 
positive, and difficult of access ; qualities ill suited to the 
temper of the people amongst whom he was to command. 
His extreme severity in matters of discipline had rendered 
him unpopular among the soldiers ; and the strict military 
education in which he had been trained from his youth, 
and which he prided himself on scrupulously following, 
made him hold the American militia in great contempt, 
because they could not go through their exercise with the 
same dexterity and regularity as a regiment of guards in 
Hyde Park ; little knowing, or indeed being able to form 
any idea of the difference between the European manner 
of fighting, and an American expedition through woods, 
deserts, and morasses. Before he left England, he re- 
ceived, in the handwriting of colonel Napier, a set of in- 
structions firom the duke of Cumberland. By these the 
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attempt upon Niagara was, in a great measure, referred 17M. 
to him ; and the reduction of Crown Point was to be left 
chiefly to the provincial forces. But above all, his royal 
highness, both verbally and in this writing, frequently 
cautioned him carefully to beware of an ambush or sur- 
prise. Instead of regarding this salutary caution, his 
conceit of his own abilities made him disdain to ask the 
opinion of any under his command ; and the Indians, who 
would have been his safest guards against this danger in 
particular, were so disgusted by the haughtiness of his 
behaviour, that most of them forsook his banners. Un^ 
der these disadvantages he began his march from fort 
Cumberland on the tenth of June, at the head of about 
two thousand two hundred men, for the meadows, where 
colonel Washington was defeated the year before. Upon 
his arrival there, he was informed that the French at fort 
du Quesne, which had lately been built on the same river, 
near its confluence with the Monangahela, expected a re- 
inforcement of five hundred regular troops: therefore, 
that he might march with a greater despatch, he left co- 
lonel Dunbar, with eight hundred men, to bring up the 
provisions, stores, and heavy baggage, as fast as the na- 
ture of the service would permit ; and with the other 
twelve hundred, together with ten pieces of cannon, and 
the necessary ammunition and provisions, he marched on 
with so much expedition, that he seldom took any time to 
reconnoitre the woods or thickets he was to pass through ; 
as if the nearer he approached the enemy, the farther he 
was removed from danger. 

IX. On the eighth of July, he encamped within ten 
miles of fort du Quesne. Though colonel Dunbar was 
then near forty miles behind him, and his officers, parti- 
cularly sir Peter Halket, earnestly entreated him to pro- 
ceed with caution, and to employ the friendly Indians who 
were with him, by way of advanced guard, in case of am- 
buscades ; yet he resumed his march the next day, with- 
out so much as endeavouring to obtain any intelligence of 
the situation or disposition of the enemy, or even sending 
out any scouts to visit the woods and thickets on botb 
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1765. aidet of him, as well as in front. With this curelessness 
he was adyancing, when, about noon, he was saluted with 
a general fire upon his front, and all along his left flank, 
from an enemy so artfully concealed behind the trees and 
bashes, that not a man of them could be seen. The Tan- 
guard immediately fell back upon the main body, and in 
an instant the panic and confusion became general; so 
that most of the troops fled with great precipitation, not- 
withstanding all that their officers, some of whom behaved 
▼ery gallantly, could do to stop their career. As to Brad- 
dock himself, instead of scouring the thickets and bushes 
from whence the fire came, with grape shot from the ten 
pieces of cannon he had with him, or ordering flanking 
parties of his Indians to advance against the enemy, he 
obstinately remained upon the spot where he was, and 
gave orders for the few brave officers and men who staid 
with him, to form regularly, and advance. Meanwhile 
his men fell thick about him, and almost all his officers 
were singled out, one after another, and killed or wounded; 
ibr the Indians, who always take aim when they fire, and 
aim chiefly at the officers, distinguished them by their 
dress. At last, the general, whose obstinacy seemed to 
increase with the danger, after having some horses shot 
under him, received a musket shot through the right arm 
and lungs, of which he died in a few hours, having been 
carried off the field by the bravery of lieutenant-colonel 
Gage and another of his officers. When he dropped, 
the confusion of the few that remained turned into a 
downright and very disorderly flight across a river which 
they had just passed, though no enemy appeared, or at- 
tempted to attack them. All the artillery, ammunition, 
and baggage of the army were left to the enemy ; and, 
among the rest, the general's cabinet, with all his letters 
and instructions, which the French court afterwards made 
great use of in their printed memorials or manifestoes. 
The loss of the English in this unhappy affair amounted 
to seven hundred men. Their officers, in particular, suf- 
fered much more than in the ordinary proportion of bat- 
tles in Europe. Sir Peter Halket feO by the very first fire» 
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at the head of his regiment ; and the general's secretary, 1766. 
son to governor Shirley, was killed soon after. Neither "^""""^ 
the number of men which the enemy had in this engage-* 
ment, nor the loss which they sustained, could be so much 
as guessed at : but the French afterwards gave out^ that 
their number did not in the whole exceed four hun- 
dred men, mostly Indians; and that their loss was quite 
inconsiderable, as it probably was, because they lay con- 
cealed in such a manner that the English kfiew not whither 
to point their muskets. The panic of these last continued 
so long, that they never stopped till they met the rear 
division; and even then they infected those troops with 
their terrors ; so that the army retreated without stopping, 
till they reached fort Cumberland, though the enemy did 
not so much as attempt to pursue, nor even appeared in 
sight, either in the battle, or after the defeat. On the 
whole, this was perhaps the most extraordinary victory 
that ever was obtained, and the farthest flight that ever 
was made. 

X. Had the shattered remains of this army continued 
at fort Cumberland, and fortified themselves there, as 
they might easily have done, during the rest of the sum- 
mer, they would have been such a check upon the French 
and their scalping Indians, as would have prevented many 
of those ravages that were committed in the ensuing 
winter upon the western borders of Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania ; but instead of taking that prudent step, their com- 
mander left only the sick and wounded at that fort, under 
the protection of two companies of the provincial militia, 
posted there by way of garrison, and began his march on 
the second of August, with about sixteen hundred men, 
for Philadelphia, where those troops could be of no 
immediate service. From thence they were ordered away 
to Albany, in New York, by general Shirley, on whom 
the chief command of the troops in America had devolved 
by the death of major-general Braddock. Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Pennsylvania, were by these means left entirely 
to take care of themselves, which they might have done 
effectually, had they been united in their councfls: but 
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1766; the usual disputes, between their governors and assem- 
"■' ■ blies, defeated every salutary plan that was proposed. 
Pennsylvania, the most powerful of the three, was ren- 
dered quite impotent, either for its own defence or that 
of its neighbours, by these unhappy contests; though, at 
last, the assembly of that province, sensible of the danger 
to which they were exposed, and seeing the absolute ne- 
cessity of providing a standing military force, and of erect- 
ing some forts to defend their western frontier, passed a 
bill for raising fifty thousand pounds. But even this sum, 
small as it was, even to a degree of ridicule, considering 
the richness of the province and the extent of its frontier, 
could not be obtained ; the governor positively refusing 
to give his assent to the act of the assembly, because they 
had taxed the proprietaries* estates equally with those of 
the inhabitants, which, he said, he was ordered by his in- 
structions not to consent to, nor indeed any new tax upon 
the proprietaries ; and the assembly, consisting chiefly of 
members whose estates lay in the eastern or interior parts 
of the province, as positively refusing to alter their bill. 
One would be apt to think, that, in a case of such urgent 
necessity, the governor might have ventured to give his 
assent to the bill under a protest, that it should not pre- 
judice the rights of the proprietaries upon any future oc- 
casion: but as he did not, the bill was dropped, and the 
province left defenceless; by which means it afterwards 
suffered severely, to the destruction of many of the poor 
inhabitants upon the western frontier, and to the impress- 
ing the Indians with a contemptible opinion of the English, 
and the highest esteem of the French. 

XI. Our colonies to the north of Pennsylvania were 
more active, and more successful in their preparations for 
war. New York, following the example of New Eng- 
land, passed an act to prohibit the sending of provisions 
to any French port or settlement on the continent of North 
America, or any of the adjacent islands ; and also for 
raising forty-five thousand pounds, on estates real and 
personal, for the better defence of their colony, which lay 
more exposed than any other to a French invasion from 
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Crown Point. However, this sum, great as it might seem I7d& 
to them, was far from being sufficient ; nor, indeed, could 
they have provided properly for their security, without 
the assistance of our other colonies to the east of them ; 
but with their help, and the additional succour of the 
small body of regular troops expected under colonel Dun- 
bar, they boldly resolved upon offensive measures, which, 
when practicable, are always the safest ; and two expedi- 
tions, one against the French fort at Crown Point, and 
the other against their fort at Niagara, between the lakes 
Ontario and Erie, were set on foot at the same time. 
The former of these expeditions was appointed to be 
executed under the command of general Johnson, a native 
of Ireland, who had long resided upon the Mohock river, 
in the western parts of New York, where he had acquired 
a considerable estate, and was universally beloved, not 
only by the inhabitants but also by the neighbouring 
Indians, whose language he had learnt, and whose affec- 
tions he had gained by his humanity towards them. The 
expedition against Niagara was commanded by general 
Shirley himself. 

XII. The rendezvous of the troops for both these ex- 
peditions was appointed to be at Albany, where most of 
them arrived before the end of June : but the artillery, 
batteaux, provisions, and other necessaries for the attempt 
upon Crown Point, could not be prepared till the eighth 
of August, when general Johnson set out with them from , 
Albany for the carrying-place from Hudson's river to lake 
George. There the troops had already arrived, under 
the command of major-general Lyman, and consisted of 
between five and six thousand men, besides Indians, raised 
by the governments of Boston, Connecticut, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, and New York. Every thing was 
then prepared as fast as possible for a march ; and 
towards the end of the month, general Johnson advanced 
about fourteen miles forward with his troops, and en- 
camped in a very strong situation, covered on each side 
by a thick wooded swamp, by lake George in his rear, 
and by a breast- work of trees, cut down for that purpose, 
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I7fi6w in his fironl. Here he resolved to wait the arrival of hi 
batteaux, and afterwards to proceed to Ticonderoga, a 
the other end of the lake, from whence it was about fifteei 
miles to the fort at the south end of lake Corlaer^ oi 
Champlain, called fort Frederic by the French, and bj 
us Crown Point. Whilst he was thus encamped, some oi 
his Indian scouts, of which he took care to send out num- 
bers along both sides and to the farther end of lake 
George, brought him intelligence that a considerabk 
number of the enemy were then on their march from Ti- 
conderoga, by the way of the south bay, towards the forti- 
fied encampment, since called fort Edward, which gene- 
ral Lyman had built at the carrying-place ; and in which 
four or five hundred of the New Hampshire and New 
York men had been left as a garrison. Upon this infor- 
mation general Johnson sent two expresses, one after the 
other, to colonel Blanchard, their commander, with orden 
to call in all his out-parties, and to keep his whole force 
within the entrenchments. About twelve o'clock at night, 
those who had been sent out with the second express re- 
turned with an account of their having seen the enemy 
within four miles of the camp at the carrying-place^ which 
they scarcely doubted their having by that time attacked. 
Important as the defence of this place was for the safety of 
the whole army, and imminent as the danger seemed to be, 
it does not appear that the general then called any council 
of war, or resolved ui>on any thing for its reHef ; but early 
the next morning be called a council, wherein it was un- 
advisedly resolved to detach a thousand men, with a num- 
ber of Indians, to intercept, or, as the generaVs expression 
was in his letter, to catch the enemy in their retreat, 
either as victors, or as defeated in their design. This ex- 
pedient was resolved on, though no one knew the number 
of the enemy, nor could obtain any information in that 
respect from the Indian scouts, because the Indians have 
no words or signs for expressing any large number, which, 
when it exceeds their reckoning, they signify by pointing 
to the stars in the firmament, or to the hair of their head ; 
and this they often do to denote a numbet less than a 
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thousand^ as well as to signify ten thousand, or any 176& 
greater number. 

XIII. Between eight and nine o'clock in the morning a 
thousand men, with two hundred Indians, were detached 
under the command of colonel Williams : but they had 
not been gone two hours, when those in the camp began 
to hear a close firing, at about three or four miles dis^ 
tance, as they judged : as it approached nearer and 
nearer, they .rightly supposed that the detachment was 
OTerpowered, and retreating towards the camp ; which 
was soon confirmed by some fugitives, and presently after 
by whole companies, who fied back in great confusion. 
In a very short time after, the enemy appeared marching 
in regular order up to the centre of the camp, where the 
consternation was so gredt, that, if they had attacked the 
breast-work directly, they might probably have thrown all 
into confusion, and obtained an easy victory ; but, fortu* 
nately for the English, they halted for some time about 
an hundred and fifty yards distance, and from thence 
began their attack with platoon firing, too far ofi^ to do' 
much hurt, especially against troops who were defended 
by a strong breast-work. On the contrary, this ineffec- 
tual fire served only to raise the spirits of these last, who, 
having prepared their artillery during the time that the 
French halted, began to play it so briskly upon the 
enemy, that the Canadians and Indians in thehr service 
fled immediately into the woods on each side of the camp, 
and there squatted under bushes, or skulked behind trees, 
from whence they continued firing with very little exectf* 
tion, most of their shot being intercepted by the brakes 
and thickets ; for they never had the courage to advance 
to the verge of the wood. Baron Dieskau, who com- 
manded the French, being thus left alone with his regu- 
lar troops at the front of the camp, finding he could not 
make a close attack upon the centre with his small num- 
ber of men, moved first to the left, and then to the right, 
at both which places he endeavoured to force a passage, 
but was repulsed, being unsupported by the irregulars. 
Instead of retreating, M he ought in prudence to have 
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1765. done, he still continued his platoon and bush-firing till 
four o'clock in the afternoon, during which time his- regu- 
lar troops suffered greatly by the fire from the camp, and 
were at last thrown into confusion ; which was no sooner 
perceived by general Johnson's men, than they, without 
waiting for orders, leaped over their breast-work, attacked 
the enemy on all sides, and, after killing and taking a con- 
siderable number of them, entirely dispersed the rest. 
The French, whose numbers at the beginning of this en- 
gagement amounted to about two thousand men, includ- 
ing two hundred grenadiers, eight hundred Canadians, 
and the rest Indians of different nations, had between 
seven and eight hundred men killed, and thirty taken 
prisoners : among the latter was baron Dieskau himself, 
whom they found at a little distance from the field of bat- 
tle, dangerously wounded, and leaning against the stump 
of a tree for his support. The English lost about two 
hundred men, and those chiefly of the detachment under 
colonel Williams ; for they had very few either killed or 
wounded in the attack upon their camp, and not any of 
distinction,, except colonel Titcomb killed, and the gene- 
ral himself and major Nichols wounded. Among the 
slain of the detachment, which would probably have been 
entirely cut off*, had not lieutenant-colonel Cole been sent 
out from the camp with three hundred men, with which 
he stopped the enemy's pursuit, and covered the retreat 
of his friends, were colonel Williams, major Ashley, six 
captains, and several subalterns, besides private men: 
aCtid the Indians reckoned that they had lost forty men, 
besides the brave old Hendrick, the Mohock sachem, or 
chief captain. 

XIV. When baron Dieskau set out from Ticonderoga, 
his design was only to surprise and cut off* the entrenched 
camp, now called fort Edward, at the carrying-place, 
where there were but four or five hundred men. If he 
liad executed this scheme, our army would have been 
thrown into great difficulties; for it could neither have 
proceeded farther, nor have subsisted where it was ; and 
he might have found an opportunity to attack it with 
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great advantage in its retreat. But when he was within 1765. 
four or five miles of that fort, his people were informed ^ 

that there were several cannon there, and none at the 
camp ; upon which they all desired to be led on to thiff 
last, which he the more readily consented to, as he himself 
had been told by an EngUsh prisoner, who had left this 
camp but a few days before, that it was quite defenceless, 
being without any lines, and destitute of cannon ; which, 
in effect, was true at that time ; for the cannon did not 
arrive, nor was the breast-work erected, till about two 
days before the engagement. To this misinformation, 
therefore, must be imputed this step, which would other- 
wise be inconsistent with the general character and abili- 
ties of baron Dieskau. A less justifiable error seems to 
have been committed by general Johnson, in not detach- 
ing a party to pursue the enemy when they were defeated 
and fled. Perhaps he was prevented from so doing by 
the ill fate of the detachment he had sent out in the morn- 
ing under colonel Williams. However that may be, his 
neglect in this respect had like to have been fatal the next 
day to a detachment sent from fort Edward, consisting 
of an hundred and twenty men of the New Hampshire 
regiment, under captain M'Ginnes, as a reinforcement to 
the army at the camp. This party fell in with between 
three and four hundred men of Dieskau's troops, near the 
spot where colonel Williams had been defeated the day 
before; but M'Ginnes having timely notice, by his scouts, 
of the approach of an enemy, made such a disposition, 
that he not only repulsed the assailants, but defeated and 
entirely dispersed them, with the loss only of two men 
killed, eleven wounded, and five missing. He himself 
unfortunately died of the wounds he received in this en- 
gagement, a few days after he arrived at the camp with 
his party. % 

XV. It was now judged too late in the year to proceed 
to the attack of Crown Point, as it would have been ne- 
cessary, in that case, to build a strong fort in the place 
where the camp then was, in order to secure a communi- 
cation with Albany, from whence only the troops could 

Dd2 
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V65. expect lo be reinforced, or supplied with freah $tore9 of 
ammunition or provisions. 1 hey therefore set out upon 
Ibeir return soon after this engagement, havini^ int 
erected a Httle stockaded fort, at the hither end of lake 
George, in which they left a small garrison, as a future 
prey for the enemy : a misfortune which might easily have 
been foreseen, because this whole army, being country 
miUtia, was to be disbanded, and return to their re- 
spectiTe homes, as they actually did soon after their re- 
treat to Albany. This was all the glory, this all the ad* 
vantage, that the English nation acquired by such aa 
expensive expedition. But so little bad the English been 
accustomed of late to hear of victory, that they rejoiced 
at this advantage, as if it had been an action of the greatr 
est consequence. The general was highly applauded fioor 
his conduct, and liberally rewarded ; for he was created a 
baronet by his majesty, and presented with five tho^and 
pounds by the parUament. 

XVI. The preparations for general Shirley *a expedi* 
tion against Niagara were not only deficient, but shame- 
fully slow ; though it was well known that even the poaai* 
bility of his success must, in a great measure, depend 
upon his setting out early in the year, as will appear to 
any person who considers the situation of our fori at Os- 
wego, this being the only 'way by which he could proceed 
to Niagara. Oswego lies on the south-east side of the 
lake Ontario, near three hundred miles almost due west 
from Albany in New York« The way to it from thence, 
though long and tedious, is the more convenient, aa the 
far greatest part of it admits of water carriage, by what 
the inhabitants called batteaux, which are a kind of light 
flat-bottomed boats, widest in the middle, and pointed at 
each end, of about fifteen hundred weight burthen, and 
managed by two men, called batteaux men, With paddles 
and setting poles, the rivers being in many placea loo 
narrow to admit of oars. From Albany to the village of 
Shenectady, about sixteen miles, is a good waggon road. 
From thence to the little falls in the Mohock river, being 
sixty-five miles, the passage is by water carriage up that 
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river, and consequently against the stream, which in l>65. 
many places is somewhat rapid, and in others so shallow, 
that when the river is low, the watermen are obliged to 
get out, and draw their batteaux over the rifts. At the 
little falls is a postage, or land carriage, for about a mile, 
over a ground so marshy, that it will not bear any wheel 
carriage ; but a colony of Germans settled there attend 
with sledges, on which they draw the loaded batteaux to 
the next place of embarkation upon the same river. From 
thence they proceed by water up that river, for fifty miles, 
to the carrying-place, near the head of it, where there is 
another postage, the length of which depends upon the 
dryness or wetness of the season, but is generally above 
six or eight miles over in the summer months. Here th^ 
batteaux are again carried upon sledges, till they come to 
a narrow river called Wood's Creek, down which they are 
Wafted on a gentle stream, for about forty miles, into the 
lake Oneyada, which stretches from east to west about 
thirty miles, and is passed with great ease and safety in 
calm weather. At the western end of the lake is the rivet 
Onondaga, which, after a course of between twenty and 
thwty miles, unites with the river Cayuga, or Seneca, and 
thek united streams run into the lake Ontario, at the 
place where Oswego fort is situated. But this river is so 
rapid as to be sometimes dangerous, besides its being full 
of rifts and rocks : and about twelve miles on this side of 
Oswego there is a fall of eleven feet perpendicular, where 
there is consequently a postage, which, however, does not 
exceed forty yards. From thence the passage is easy> 
quite to Oswego. The lake Ontario, on which this fort 
stands, is near two hundred and eighty leagues in circum-^ 
ference : its figure is oval, and its depth runs from twenty 
to twenty-five fathoms. On the north side of it are several 
little guli^. There is a communication between this lak^ 
and that of the Hurons by the river Tanasuate, from 
whence it is a land carriage of six or eight leagues to the 
rhrcr Toronto, which falls into it. The French have two 
forts of consequence on this lake : Frontenac, which com- 
mands the river St. Lawrence, where the lake communis 
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1755. cates with it ; and Niagara, which commands the comniu^ 
nication between the lake Ontario and the lake Erie. 
But of these forts, and this last lake, which is one of the 
finest in the world, we shall have occasion to speak here- 
after. 

XVII. Though we had. long been in possession effort 
Oswego, and though it lay greatly exposed to the French, 
particularly to those of Canada, upon any rupture be- 
tween the two nations, we had never taken care to render 
it tolerably defensible, or even to build a single Tessel fit 
for navigating the lake : nor was this strange neglect ever 
taken effectual notice of, till the beginning of this year, 
when, at a meeting which general Braddock bad in April 
with the governors and chief gentlemen of several of our 
colonies at Alexandria, in Virginia, it was resolved to 
strengthen both the fotts and garrison at Oswego, and to 
build some large vessels at that place. Accordingly a 
number of shipwrights and workmen were sent thither in 
May and June. At the same time captain Bradstreet 
marched thither with two companies of an hundred men 
each, to reinforce the hundred that were there before 
under captain King, to which number the garrison had 
been increased since our contests with France began to 
grow serious. For a long time before, not above twenty- 
five men were left to defend this post, which, from its 
great importance, and the situation of affairs at this junc- 
ture, most certainly required a much stronger garrison 
than was put into it even at this period : but economy was 
the chief thing consulted in the beginning of this war, 
and to that, in a great measure, was owing its long dura- 
tion. 

XVIII. From the above description of the passage 
from Albany to Oswego, it is plain how necessary it was 
that the troops intended for this expedition i^ould have 
set out early in the spring. But instead of that, the very 
first of them, colonel Schuyler's New Jersey regiment, 
did not begin their march till after the beginning of July; 
and just as Shirley's and Pepperell's regiments were pre- 
paring to follow, the melancholy account of Braddock's 
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disaster arrived at Albany, where it so damped the spirits 1756; 

of the people, and spread such a terror, that many of the ~" 

troops deserted, and most of the batteaux men dispersed 
and ran home, by which means even all the necessary 
stores could not be carried along with the troops. Not- 
withstanding this disappointment, general Shirley set out 
from Albany before the end of July, with as many of the 
troops and stores as he could procure a conveyance for, 
hoping to be joined in his route by great numbers of the 
Indians of the Six Nations, to whom he sent invitations 
to that e£Pect as he passed by their settlements : but they, 
instead of complying with his desire, absolutely declare^ 
against all hostilities on that side of the country ; and in* 
sisted that Oswego, being a place of traffic and peace; 
ought not to be disturbed either by the English or the 
French, as if they could have persuaded both parties to 
agree to such a local truce. Upon this refusal, Mr. Shir^ 
ley proceeded forward, being joined by very few Indians', 
and arrived at Oswego on the seventeenth or eighteenth 
of August; but the rest of the troops and artillery did 
not arrive till the last day of that month ; and even then-, 
their store of provisions was not sufficient to enable them 
to proceed against Niagara, though some tolenible good 
vessels had by this time been built and got ready for that 
purpose. The general now resolved to take but six hun- 
dred men with him for the attack of Niagara, and to leave 
the rest of his army, consisting of about fourteen hundred 
more, at Oswego, to defend that place, in case the French 
should attack it in his absence, which there was reason to 
apprehend they might, as they then had a considerable 
force at fort Frontenac, from whence they could easily 
cross over the lake Ontario to Oswego. However he 
was still obliged to wait at Oswego for provisions, of 
which at length a small supply arrived on the twenty-sixth 
of September, barely sufficient to support his men during 
their intended expedition, and to allow twelve days' short 
subsistence for those he left behind. But by this time 
the rainy boisterous season had begun, on which account 
most of his Indians had already left him, and were r€K 
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1766. turned home; and the few that remained with him de- 
dared that thero was no crossing the lake Ontavio in bat- 
leaux at that season, or any time before the next aunmier. 
^ this perplexity he called a council of war» which, after 
weighing all circumstances» unanimously resolved to defer 
the attempt upon Niagara till the next year, and to en- 
ploy the troopSf whilst they remained at Oswego, in 
building barracks, and erecting, or at least beginning to 
erect, two new forts ; one on the east side of the river 
Onondaga, four hundred and fifty yards distant from the 
old fort, which it was to command, as well as the entranoe 
of the harbour, and to be called Ontario fort ; and the 
other, four hundred and fifty yards west of the old fort, 
to be called Oswego new fort. 

XIX. These things being agreed on, general Shirtty, 
with the greatest part of the troops under Ua command, 
set out on his return to Albany on the twenty^fourdi of 
October, leaving colonel Mercer with a garrison of about 
aeven hundred men at Oswego ; though repeated advioe 
bad been received, that the French had then at least a 
tfiousand men ^t their fort of Frontenac, upon the same 
kke: and what was still worse, the new fortS; were not yet 
near completed, but left to be finished by th» hard labour 
of colonel Mercer and lus little garrison; with the addition 
of this melancholy circumstance, that, if besieged by the 
enemy in the winter, it would not be possible for his 
firiends to come to his assistance. Thus ended thia year's 
unfortunate campaign, during which the French, with the 
aasistance of their Indian alUes, continued their murdenb 
scalping, captivating^ and laying waste the western fircmtiess 
of Virginia and Pennsylvania, during the whole winter^ 

XX. The ministers of the two jarring powere were 
very buaily employed this year at most of the courta. of 
Europe ; but their transactions were kept extremely se- 
cret. The French endeavpured to inspire the SpajMards 
with a jealousy of the strength of the English by sea, ea- 
pecially in America; and the Spanish court seemed inr 
elined to accept of the office of mediator : but Mir. Walk 

* .who was perfectly well acquainted with the state of affiuiK 
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between England and Francei seconded the representa- 1765. 
lions of the British ministry, which demonstrated, that, ' 
however willing Great Britain might be to accept of the 
mediation of Spain, she could not agree to any suspension 
of arms in America, which France insisted on as a pre-* 
liminary condition, without hazarding the whole of her 
interest there; and that the captures which had been 
made by the English were the necessary consequences of 
the encroachments and injustice of the French, parti- 
cularly in that country. Upon this remonstrance, all fur- 
ther talk of the mediation of Spain was dropped, and the 
ministry of Versailles had recourse to the princes of Oer- 
many ; amongst whom the elector of Cologne was soon 
farought over, to their party, so as to consent to thehr 
forming magaziaes in his terrkories in Westphalia. This 
was a plain indication of their design against Hanover; 
wliich they soon after made his Britannic majesty, who 
was then at Hanover, an offer of sparing, if he would 
agree to certain conditions of neutrality for that electorate, 
which he rejected with disdain. Then the count d*Auber 
lerre, envoy extraordinary from France at the court of 
Vienna, proposed a secret negotiation with tbe minister^ 
of the empress queen. The secret articles of the treaty 
of Petersbuvgh, between the two empresses, had stipu- 
lated a kind of partition of the Prussian territories, in 
case that prince should infringe the treaty of Dresden : 
but bis Britannic majesty, though often invited, had 
always refused to agree to any such stipulation ; and the 
king of Poland, however he might be inclined to favour 
the scheme, did not dare to avow it formally, till matters 
should be more ripe for carrying it into execution. The 
court of Vienna, whose favourite measure this was, began 
to listen to d*Aubeterre's insinuations; and by degrees em 
tered into negotiations with him, which, in the end, were 
productive of that unnatural confederacy between the em- 
press queen and the king of France, of which further no- 
tice will be taken in the occurrences of the next year, 
when the treaty between them, into which they afterwards 
found means secretly to bring tbe empress of Russia, was 
concluded at Versailles. 
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175$. ti«r« of Lithuania, a body of troops consisting of forty 
thousand infantry, with the necessary artillery, and fifteen 
thousand cavalry ; and also on the coast of the same pro- 
vince, forty or fifty galleys, with the necessary crews ; to 
be ready to act, upon the first order, in his majesty's ser* 
Tice, in case, said the fifth article, which was the most re- 
inarkable, that the dominions of his Britannic majesty in 
Germany should be invaded on account of the interests or 
disputes which regard his kingdoms: her imperial majesty 
declaring, that she would look upon such an invasion ai a 
case of the alliance of the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty-two ; and that the said dominions should 
be therein comprised in this respect: but neither these 
troops- nor galleys were to be put in motion, unless his 
Britannic majesty, or his allies, should be somewhere at- 
tacked ; in which case the Russian general should march, 
as soon as possible after requisition, to make a diversion 
with thirty thousand infantry and fifteen thousand ca- 
iFalry ; and should embark on board the galleys the other 
ten thousand infantry, to make a descent according lo the 
exigency of the affair. On the other side, his Brkannie 
majesty engaged to pay to her Russian majesty an annual 
subsidy of an hundred thousand pounds sterling a year, 
each year to be paid in advance, and to be reckoned firnm 
the day of the exchange of the ratifications, to the day 
that these troops should upon requisition march out of 
Russia ; firom which day the annual subsidy to her impe- 
rial majesty was to be five hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, to be paid always four months in advance, until 
the troops should return into the Russian dominions^ and 
for three months after their return. His Britannic ma- 
jesty, who was to be at liberty to send once every year 
into the said province of Livonia a commissary, to see and 
examine the number and condition of the said troops, 
further engaged, that in case her Russian majesty should 
be disturbed in this diversion, or attacked herself, he 
would fiirnish immediately the succour stipulated in the 
treaty of one thousand seven hundred and forty-two ; and 
that in ease a war shoaM breaik out, he would stnd imo 
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the Baltic a 8quadh>n of his ships, of a force suitable to t7M. 
the circumstances. This was the chief substance of the ' 
treaty, which, by agreement of both parties, was to sub- 
sist for four years from the exchange of the ratifications: 
but in the seventh article these words were unluckily in* 
serted: *' Considering also the proximity of the countries 
wherein the diversion in question will probably be made^ 
and the facility her troops will probably have of subsisting 
immediately in an enemy's country, she takes upon herself 
alone, during such a diversion, the subsistence and treat- 
ment of the said troops by sea and land.*' And in tbe 
eleventh article it was stipulated, that all the plunder tbe 
Russian army should take from the enemy, should belong 
to them. That his Britannic majesty, who now, knew 
enough of the court of Vienna to be aen8il)le that he 
could expect no assistance from thence, in case his Ger- 
man dominions were invaded, should enter into this cott* 
vention with the empress of Russia, in order to strengthen 
bis defence upon the continent, was extremely natural ; 
especially as he had lately lived in great friendship with 
her, and her transactions with the court of France had 
been so secret by passing through only that of Viemui^ 
U>at he had not yet b^en informed of them ; neither had 
the project of the treaty of Versailles then come to hia 
knowledge, or to that of the king of Prusna; nor had 
either of these princes yet made any formal advances to 
the other. 

XXIV. The first intimation that appeared publicly of 
the negotiations of France with the empress of Germany, 
was, when the French minister, count d'Aubeterre, d^ 
clared at Vienna, '' That the warlike designs with which 
the king his master was charged, were sufficiently confuted 
by his great moderation, of which all Europe had manifold 
proofs: that his majesty was persuaded this grouodlesa 
charge had given as much indignation to their imperial 
majesties as to himself: that he was fiirnoly resolved to 
preserve to Christendom that tranquillity which it enjoyed 
through his good faith, in religiously observing the treaty 
of Aix-la:Chapelle : but that if his Britannic majesty's 
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1755. allies should take part in the war which was kindled in 
America, by furnishing succours to the English, his ma- 
jesty would be authorised to consider and treat them as' 
principals in it.*" France likewise made the same declara- 
tion to other courts. 

XXV. The words and stipulation in the above recited 
clause, in the seventh article of the treaty of Great Britain 
with Russia, were looked on as a menace levelled at the 
ling of Prussia, who, having some time found means to 
procure a copy of this treaty, and seeing it in that light, 
boldly declared, by his ministers at all the courts of Eu- 
rope, that he would oppose, with his utmost force, the 
entrance of any foreign troops into the empire, under any 
pretence whatever. This declaration was particularly 
displeasing to the French, who had already marched large 
bodies of troops towards the frontiers of the empire, and 
erected several great magazines in Westphalia, with the 
permission of the elector of Cologne; for which the English 
minister at his court was, in August, ordered to withdraw 
from thence without taking leave. However, as soon as 
tliis declaration of the king of Prussia was notified to the 
court of V€;;rsailles, they sent an ambassador extraordinary, 
the duke de Nivernois, to BerUn, to try to persuade 
his majesty to retract his declaration, and enter into a new 
alliance with them. His Prussian majesty received this 
ambassador in such a manner, as seemed to denote a dis- 
position to agree to every thing he had to propose. This 
awakened in England a jealousy that his declaration alone 
was not be relied on, but that it was necessary to bring 
him under some solemn engagement; especially as the 
French had by this time a numerous army near the Lower 
Rhine, with magazines provided for their march all the 
way to Hanover ; and if the king of Prussia suffered them 
to pass through his dominions, that electorate must be 
swallowed up before the Russian auxiliaries could possi- 
bly be brought thither, or any army be formed for pro-* 
tecting it \ For this reason a negotiation was set on foot 

^ Perhaps the elector of Hanover was more afraid of the Prusstao moDarcb 
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by Great Britain at Berlin ; but as it was not concluded 1755. 
before the beginning of the next year, we shall defer en- " 
tering into the particulars of it till we come to that period. 

XXVI. Meanwhile the French made another attempt 
upon the court of Madrid, loudly complaining of the tak- 
ing of their two men of war by Boscawen's squadron, 
before any declaration of war was made; representing it 
as a most unjustifiable proceeding, which threatened a 
dissolution of all faith amongst nations. This produced 
a strong memorial from sir Benjamin Keene, our minister 
at that court, importing, '* That it was well known that 
the French fleet carried troops, ammunition, and every 
thing necessary for defending the countries which the 
French had unjustly usurped in America, and of « which 
the English claimed the property : that the rules of self- 
defence authorize every nation to render fruitless any at- 
tempt that may tend to its prejudice : that this right had 
been made use of only in taking the two French ships of 
war ; and that the distinction of place might be interpreted 
in favour of the English, seeing the two ships were taken 
on the coasts of the countries where the contest arose,^ 
In answer to this observation, the French minister repre- 
sented the vast number of ships that had been taken in 
the European seas; for in fact the English ports soon 
began to be filled with them, in consequence of the general 
orders for making reprisals. But the court of Madrid 
was so far from being persuaded by any thing he could 
say, that it gave his Britannic majesty the strongest assur- 
ances of its friendship, and of its intention to take no part 
in the differences between him and France, but such as 
should be conciliatory, and tending to restore the public 
tranquilUty. 

XXVII. On the other hand his Britannic majesty re^ 
-quired, as king of Great Britain, the auxiliaries stipulated 
to him by treaty from the empress queen. But these 
were refused, under pretence, that as the contest between 
him and France related to America only, it was not a case 

than of the most christian king, knowing with what ease and rapidity this enter- 
prising neighbour could, io a few days, fubdue the whole el«ctonte. 
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I7M. of the alliance ; though at the same time the FrencK 
made no scruple of owning, that they intended to make a 
powerful descent on Great Britain early in the spring. 
When, a little while after, France being employed in 
making great preparations for a land war in Europe, the 
king of England required her to defend her own posses- 
rions, the barrier in the Low Countries, with the number of 
men stipulated by treaty, which countries, acquired by 
English blood and English treasure, had been given to her 
on that express condition; she declared that she could 
not spare troops for that purpose, on account of her dan- 
gerous enemy the king of Prussia : and afterwards, when 
he was secured by his treaty with England, she urged 
that as a reason for her alliance with France. It must be 
owned, howcTer, for the sake of historical truth, that thil 
was no bad reason, considering the power, the genioSy 
and the character of that prince, who horered over her 
dominions with an army of one hundred and fifty thousand 
veterans. It must likewise be owned, that she undertook 
io procure the French king's consent to a neutrality ibr 
HanoTcr, which would have effectually secured that elee- 
torate from the invasion of every other power but Prussia 
itself: and it is no strained conjecture to suppose, that 
the dread of this very power was the true source of those 
connexions in Germany, which entailed such a minous 
continental war upon Great Britain. 

XXVIII. Though the English continued to make 
prisals upon the French, not only in the seas of 
but also in those of Europe, by taking every ship they 
could meet with, and detaining them, their cargoes^ and 
erews; yet the French, whether from a consciousness of 
their want of power by sea, or that they might hare a 
more plausible plea to represent England as the aggressor, 
were so far from returning these hostilities, that their 
fleet which escaped sir Exlward Hawke, having, on the 
thirteenth of August, taken the Blandford ship of war 
with governor Lyttelton on board, going to Carolina^ they 
set the governor at liberty, as soon as the court was in- 
formed of the ship's being brought into Nantes, and 
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shortly after released both tlie ship and crew* Howeyeni I7fi8. 
al the /same time, their preparations for a land war BtU) ^ 

went on with great diligence ; and their utmost arta ani^ 
efforts were fruitlessly exerted to per^ut^do the. Spaniard! 
and Dutch to join with them against Gx^at £fri^n.: d 

XXIX. In England, the preparations Uji «aa becanif 
greater .than ever: several new ships of war. wer^. put iiji 
commission^ and many others taken, int^ ithe seriifice of ^^ 
government : the. exportation of gunpowder miiis fopliid'; 
the bountiea to seamen were continued, and 4^ numhcf 
of those that: either entered voluntarily, or weri9 prej^s^dt 
incrfsased. daily $. as did ftlao:tbe captureS)£rom tl^Freocbi 
among which was the Eaperance, of ^evieuty guns,., t^ei} 
as she was going firom Koch^foct to Bfest to. be maniiedf 
The land foi*ces oC Goeat. Britain w.er^ like^wise.ordeiped 
to be augmented^ several new cegioienta were riUsed, ap4 
alLbalf-pay^ifficersi And the: ou/t-pensioi)ers belonging. t4k 
Chelsea lioapitai,. were directed: to send )in tb^ir namieAf 
ages, and time of service,. in order that such, of tbeia 4MI 
were yet able to serve might iie.eiQployfiid again if wante4i 
The English navy, so early as iajthe montj^ of 6epl;ejpabfff 
of this year, consisted. of ons: ship of an ;buDdred and ten 
guns, five of an hundred, guns each, t^rteen of nine^i 
eight of eighty, five of seventy-four, twentyroine of so* 
venty, four of sixty-six, one of sixty-four, thj^lyrthr^e of 
sixty, three of fifty tfour, tw/enty-jeigbt of fifty» fgur of 
forty*four> tbicty-five of forty, and forty.-two of twtotjri 
four sloops :of war, of eighteen guns eacli, two of sixteen* 
eleven < of fourteen, thirteen of twelve, and- one of ten» 
besides a great number of bomb-ketchea, fire-sbi{)S,.and 
tendera; a force suiSoient to oppose the united maritime 
strength of^lLthe powers in Europe; whilst.tbat of tbi( 
French, even at the end of this year, and including th$ 
ships then upon the stocks, amounted to no more than six 
ships of jeightjr guns, twenty-one of seven ty-ifour,. one of 
seventy-two, four of seventy, thirty-one of sixty-four, two 
of sixty, six of fifty, and thiety<>two frigates. • . 

XXX. Such was the situation of the .two kingdoma^ 
when, on the thirteenth of November, the parliament mel» 
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1756. and bis majesty opened the session with a speech from the 
throne, in which he acquainted them, " that the moat 
proper measures had been taken to protect our possessions 
in America, and to regain such parts thereof as had been 
encroached upon, or invaded : that to preserve his people 
from the calamities of war, as well as to prevent a general 
war from being lighted up in Europe, he bad been always 
ready to accept reasonable and honourable terms of ac- 
commodation, but that none such had been proposed by 
France : that he had also confined his views and oper- 
ations to hinder Frknce from making new encroachments, 
or supporting those already made ; to exert his people's 
right to a satisfaction for hostilities committed in time of 
profound peace, and to disappoint such designs, as, from 
various appearances and preparations, there was reason to 
think had been formed against his kingdoms and domin- 
ions : that the king of Spain earnestly wished the preser- 
vation of the public tranquillity, and had given assurances 
of his intention to continue in the same pacific sentiments: 
that he himself had greatly increased his naval ama- 
ments, and augmented his land forces in such a manner 
as might be least burthensome : and finally, that be had 
concluded a treaty with the empress of Russia, and another 
with the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, which should be laid 
before them.** 

XXXI. In answer to this speech, both houses voted 
most loyal addresses, but not without a warm opposition, 
in each, to some of the particular expressions ; for it hav- 
ing been proposed in the house of lords, to insert in their 
address the words following, viz. " that they looked upon 
themselves as obliged, by the strongest ties of duty, 
gratitude, and honour, to stand by and support his ma- 
jesty in all such wise and necessary measures and engage- 
ments as his majesty might have taken in vindication of 
the rights of his crown, or to defeat any attempts which 
might be made by France in resentment for such mesr 
sures ; and to assist his majesty in disappointing or re- 
pelling all such enterprises as might be formed, not only 
4tgainst his kingdoms, but also against any other of 
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dominionsi (though not belonging to the crown of Great 1755. 
Britain,) in case they should be attacked on account of 
the part which his majesty had taken for maintaining the 
essential interests of his kingdoms ;** the inserting of these 
words in their address was opposed by earl Temple, and 
several other lords ; because, by the first part of themi 
they engaged to approve of the treaties with Russia and 
Hesse-Cassel, neither of which they had ever seen ; nor 
could it be supposed that either of them could be of any 
advantage to this nation : and by the second part of these 
words it seemed to be resolved, to engage this nation in a 
continental connexion for the defence of Hanover, which 
it was impossible for England to support; and which 
would be so far from being of any advantage to it at sea, 
or in America, that it might at last disable the nation irom 
defending itself in either of those parts of the world* 
But upon putting the question, the inserting of these 
words was agreed to by a great majority, and accordingly 
they stand as part of the address of the house upon that 
occasion. 

XXXU. To this remarkable address his majesty re* 
turned the following as remarkable answer: ** My lords^ 
I give you my hearty thanks for this dutiful and afiection- 
ate address. I see, with the greatest satisfaction, the zeal 
you express for my person and government, and for thd 
true interest of your country, which I am determined to 
adhere to. The assurances which you give me for the 
defence of my territories abroad, are a strong proof of your 
affection for me, and regard for my honour. Nothing 
shall divert me from pursuing those measures which will 
effectually maintain the possessions and rights of my king- 
doms, and procure reasonable and honourable terms of 
accommodation.'* The address of the house of commons 
breathed the same spirit of zeal and gratitude, and was 
full of the warmest assurances of a ready support of his 
majesty, and of his foreign dominions, if attacked in re- 
sentment of his maintaining the rights of his crown and 
kingdom ; and bis majesty's answer to it was to the same 
effect as that to the house of lords. The same, or nearly 
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1755. the. same words, relating Co the treaties concluded, ibjr bii 

majesty, and to the defence of hk foreign dominioQa»<iriefe 

proposed to be ioserted in this address; which was opt 
posed by William Pitt, esq. thqn paymaster of bis mar 
jesty's forces; the right bon, Henry. Legge,. esq* then 
diancellor and underttreasurer of bis majesty's excbequei^ 
and one of the comniissioners of the treasury.; and by 
sereral other gentlemen in high posts under the govenir 
ment, as well as by many others.; but, upon putting, the 
question^ it was. by a considerable. majority iigreed.lo 
insert the words objected to; and very soon after^.Jfo 
Pitt, Mr. liegge,. and most, i£ not ally of the . geodemeo 
who had appeared in the opposition, were dismiased firoB 
their employments... In the m^n Aime^a draft came onsr 
from Russia fer part of the new.imhsidy stipulated to. that 
down; but some of the. ministry, who were thfii..at the 
head of the finances, .refused to pay it, at. least before the 
treaty should .be approved of by^parliament. .... 

XXX UL Sir Thomas Robinson had not been. Jong, lo 
possession of the office of secretary of state, before it was 
generally peroeivedy tha^, though an honest,. welUmcraning 
man, and a favoi»rita with ihe. king, his, abilities wege,mot 
equal to the functions of thai post. Much less jrere thej 
so at this juncture, when Ae nation was oii the^^peint xif 
being engaged in a difficult, and expensive .>wiur» «i4 
plunged. into foreign measures and, ^eonnexiona, wbidi 
would require the utmost skill of an«able politician iojran- 
der $hem palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt. and Mn.Fox, 
though. they^ scarce ewer agreed in. any .other particiilas, 
had generally united inopppaing.his mea6Uire»;. and tiuir 
sfiperior in&i^nce in the. house of commons, and.anmr<^ 
sally acknowledged abilities, though of veiydlffeBeiit kindsi 
bad always prevailed; uncommon as it was,: to see tiRope» 
sons who. held. ooQsiderable places, .under the govenuaeot, 
one of them being paymaster-general, and the other aeei» 
tary at war, oppose, upon almost every occasion, <a secier 
tary of state, who was supposed to know and speBk the 
sentiments of his master. Sir Thomas himself soon grew 
aenrible of his want of sufficient weight in the aenate of 
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the nation; and therefore, of his own accord, on the tenth 17A5. 
of November, wisely aiid dutifully resigned the seaU of 
his 6ffice to his majesty; who delivered them to Mr. Fox, 
and appointed sir Thomaer master of the Wardrobe, with a 
pension td him during his life, and after hl^ death to his 
BOtfis. Lol*d Batrington succeeded Mr. Fox as secretary 
at war;' and sobn after sir George Lyttelton was made 
ibhatte^llot 6f the exchequer, atid a lord of the treasury, ih 
%he rootti of Mh Legge, who had declared himself against 
the new continental system. However, notwithstandiilg 
these ichangeis in the hiini^try, rdry warm debates arose iti 
b6th hduses, When the treaties of Rusdia and Hesse-Cassel 
fcame to be cotisidefed by thetn: sotne of the members 
¥i^re for referring thefn to a Cbknmittee ; but this tnotioh 
Wa^ overruled, iti consideration of his majesty's having ett- 
^Aged in them to gubrd against a storm that seemed ready 
tb break upon his electoral dominion^, merely oii accotint 
bf otir (Juarrel with the French. They were kt length ap^ 
proved of by a majority of three hundred and eighteen 
agaiti^t one hundred and twenty-six, in the house of com^ 
Mons^, and by eighty-fcmr against eleveh, in the hoiise 6f 
4brds. 

XXXIV, The house of commons then proceeded to 
proTide for the service of the e^uing year, and fdr the 
disficidncies of the provisions for the former. Fifty thoU- 
^Md seamen, including hine thousand one hundred and 
«hirty-eight marines^ were Toted, on the twenty-fourth of 
Nbvember, for the Service of the year one thousand seren 
iilitidr^ tod fifty-six, tdgether with two milliond six hun- 
dred thousand pounds for their i^aintenance, and thirty- 
fbur thousand two hundred and sixty-three land soldiers. 
With Miiife hundred and thirty thousand six hundred and 
three p<>tinds six shillings and ninep^nce for their support 
At) hundrlgd thousand pounds were voted as a subsidy to 
the eiElpress of Rusisia; fifty-foUr thousand one hundred 
%,tid forty pounds twelve shillings and sixpence to the 
kndgrave of Hesse-Cassel ; and ten thdubahd pounds t6 
the elector of BiEivaria. 

XXXV. Durthg these transactions, the public was 
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1165, overwhelmed with consternation by the tidings of a dread- 
ful earthquake, which, on the first of November, shook all 
Spain and Portugal, and many other places in £urope, 
and laid the city of Lisbon in ruins. When the news of 
this great calamity first reached England, it was feared 
the consequences of it might affect our public credit, con- 
sidering the vast interest which the English merchants 
had in the Portuguese trade: but fortunately, it afterwards 
proved inconsiderable, in comparison to what had been 
apprehended; the quarter in which the English chiefly 
lived, and where they had their warehouses, having suf- 
fered the least of any part of the city ; and most of the 
English merchants then residing there, together with their 
families, being at their country houses, to avoid the insults 
to which they might have been exposed from the Portu- 
guese populace during the celebration of their auto-da-fe^ 
which was kept that very day. The two first shocks of 
this dreadful visitation continued near a quarter of an 
hour, after which the water of the river Tagus rose per- 
pendicularly above twenty feet, and subsided to its natural 
bed in less than a minute. Great numbers of houses, of 
which this city then contained about thirty-six thousand, 
extending in length near six miles, in form of a crescent, 
on the ascent of a'hill, upon the north shore of the mouth 
of the river Tagus, within nine miles from the ocean, were 
thrown down by the repeated commotions of the earth, 
together with several magnificent churches, monasteriesy 
and public buildings. But what entirely completed the 
ruin of this then most opulent capital of the Portuguese 
dominions, was a devouring conflagration, partly fortuitous 
or natural, but chiefly occasioned by a set of impious vil- 
lains, who, unawed by the tremendous scene at that very 
instant passing before their eyes, with a wickedness 
scarcely to be credited, set fire even to the falling edifices 
in different parts of the city, to increase the general con- 
fusion, that they might have the better opportunity to rob 
and plunder their aJready desolated fellow-citizens. Out 
of three hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, which 
Lisbon was then supposed to contain, about ten thousand 
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perished by this calamity ; and the surviTors, deprived of 1765. 
their habitations, and destitute even of the necessaries of 
life, were forced to seek for shelter in the open fields* 

XXXVI. As soon as his majesty received an account 
of this deplorable event, from his ambassador at the court 
of Madrid, he sent a message to both houses of parliament, 
on the twenty-eighth of November, acquainting them 
therewith, and desiring their concurrence and assistance 
towards speedily relieving the unhappy sufferers; and the 
parliament thereupon, to the honour of British humanity^ 
unanimously voted, on the eighth of December, a gift of 
an hundred thousand pounds for the distressed people of 
Portugal. A circumstance which enhances the merit of 
this action is, that though the English themselves were, 
at that very time, in great want of grain, a considerable- 
part of the sum was sent in corn, flour, rice, and a large 
quantity of beef from Ireland : supplies which came very 
seasonably for the poor Portuguese, who were in actual 
want of the necessaries of life. Their king was so affected 
by this instance of British generosity, that, to show hia 
gratitude for the timely relief, he ordered Mr. Castres^ 
the British resident at his court, to give the preference,, 
in the distribution of these supplies, to the British sub- 
jects who had suffered by the earthquake: accordingly,, 
about a thirtieth part of the provisions, and two thousand 
pounds in money, were set apart for that purpose ; and 
his Portuguese majesty returned his thanks, in very warm 
terms, to the British crown and nation. 

XXXVII. The report of an intended invasion of these 
kingdoms by the French increasing daily, on the twenty* 
second day of January, lord Barrington, as secretary of 
war, laid before the house an estimate for defraying the 
enlarge of ten new regiments of foot, over and above the 
thirty-four thousand two hundred and sixty-three land 
soldiers before ordered to be raised ; and a sum of ninety- 
one thousand nine hundred and nineteen pounds ten shil- 
lings was voted for these additional forces : upon another 
estimate, presented a little after by the same lord, and 
founded upon the same reasons, for raising, for the further 
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1756. defence of the kingdom, eleven troops of light dragoons, 
— ' — ibrty»nine'tiiousand'8ix hnndfed and twenty^^ight f^Uttfts 
eleven shillings and threepence Wefe Toted fdr the en^ 
suing year: together with eighty-one thousand one'han- 
dred and seventy-eight pounds sixteen shillings, for a 
regiment of foot to be raised in North America ; 'ttvo hon^ 
dred and nihety-^ight thousand five hundred and. thirty* 
finir pounds seventeen shillings and tenpence halfpenny, 
for the maintenance of our forces already estabKabed-in 
our American colonies; and seventy-nine thoutend nine 
hundred and fifteen pounds six shillings, for silt regknentt 
bf foot from Ireland, to serve in North Americtf <aiid the 
East Indies. Besides all these supplies, Mr.' Fox/ oti the 
twenty-eighth of January, presented to the' house a mes- 
sage from the king, desiring them to take into odniidetit' 
tion the faithful services of^ the people of New Bn^gli^, 
and of some other parts of North America^ ^upon whieh 
one hupdred and fifteen thousand pounds nflore 'wvre 
Voted y 93dA five thousand pounds as a reward tO' sir Wil^ 
ham Johnson in particular. In short, including aeT^rti 
other sums, as well for defraying tHe>expense of thearniy 
and navy, as for a' subsidy of twenty thousand pounds tis 
the- king of Prussia, and one hundred and twientyuone 
thousand four' hundred < and* forty-seven pounds ^wo abil- 
lings and sixpence, for Hanoverian- troops, of which two 
last articles forther notice will be taken hereafter^ tiie 
whole of the supplies granted by parliament in this session 
amounted to seven millions two hundit^d and twenty ^4riae 
thousand one hundred and seventeen pounds foor shillings 
and sixpence 'three farthings; For' raising this sunj^ l»e- 
tMes the malt tax^ and the land tax of four shillings ktk die 
pound, the whole produce of the sinking fund, fVom Ae 
ftfth of January one thousand seven hundred Md fifty-sit; 
till It should amount to one million five hundred and fifty- 
five thousand nine- hundred and fifty -five pounds oleven 
shillings and elevenpence halfpenny, was orderod to ^ 
applied thereunto V together with a million to be raised iVf 
loans "or exchequer bills, at three per cent, interest^ outf 
aiillion-five hundred thousand pounds to be rai$ed 'by tik# 
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sale of redeemable annuities, at three and a half per cent. I756w 
and five hundred tk^ouiand pounds to be raised by a lot- """^^ 
t^ry, at three per ce^t. AH which sums, with eighty-three 
thousatid four hundred and twelve pounds^ two shiHingB 
and fiv^pence halfpenny, then remaining in the exchequer^ 
ahiounted to seven millions four hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand two hundred and sixty-one pounds five shillings 
and sevenpence. 

XXXVIII. The clause inserted in the mutiny bill last 
year^ subjecting all officers and soldiers raised in Americai 
by authority of the respective governors or governments 
tfaerii, to the same rules- and articles of war, and the same 
penalties and punishments, as the British forces were liable 
to(;> the act passed at the same time for regulating the ma" 
rihe forces ithile on shore, and that for the more speedy 
afld eiBfectual manning of his majesty's navy, were not only 
confirmed now; but it was further enacted, with respect 
r<e^ this lAst;>as well as fi>r the more speedy and efibctua! 
recruiting of his majesty's land forces, that the commie^ 
sioners appointed by the present act should be empowered 
to mise and levy within their respective jurisdictions, such 
lible^bodied men as did not follow any lawful calling- of 
^ra7)l0yment, dr had not some other lawful* and sufficieiit 
support ; and might order, wherever and whenever they 
pleased, a general search to be tnade for such persons^ in 
order to their being brought before them to be examined { 
itay, that the parish or town officers might, without any 
siich order,' search for and secure such persons, in order 
to eonveythem befere the said comtnissioners to be exa^ 
mined: that if any three commissioners should find any 
person, so brought before them, to be within the above 
deseriptidti, and if the recruiting officer Attending should 
judge him to be a man fit for his majesty's service, they 
should cause him to be dehvered to jsuch officer, who 
might secure him in any place of safety provided by the 
justices of peace for that purpose, or even in any piiblie 
prison; and that every such man was from that time to 
be deemed a listed soldier j and not to be taken out of his 
majesty's service by any process, t>ther than that for som^ 



4«6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1766. criminal matter. Nothing could more plainly show either 
' the zeal of the parliament for a vigorous prosecution of 
the war, or their confidence in the justice and moderatiiNi 
of our ministry, than their agreeing to this act^ which was 
to continue in force till the end of the next session ; and 
which, in the hands of a wicked and enterprising admini- 
stration, might have been made such an use of, as would 
have been inconsistent with that security which is pro- 
vided by our happy constitution for the liberty of the 
subject. 

XXXIX. The next object of the immediate attention 
of parliament in this session was the raising of a new regi- 
ment of foot in North America; for which purpose the 
sum of eighty-one thousand one hundred and seventy- 
eight pounds sixteen shillings, to which the estimate 
thereof amounted, was voted. This regiment, which was 
to consist of four battalions of a thousand men each, was 
intended to be raised chiefly out of the Germans and 
Swiss, who, for many years past, had annually transported 
themselves in great numbers to the British plantations in 
America, where waste lands had been assigned them upon 
the frontiers of the provinces; but, very injudiciously, no 
care had been taken to intermix them with the English 
inhabitants of the place. To thb circumstance it is owing, 
that they have continued to correspond and converse only 
with one another; so that very few of them, even of those 
who have been born there, have yet learned to speak or 
understand the English tongue. However, as they were 
all zealous protestants, and in general strong hardy men, 
and accustomed to the climate, it was judged that a regi- 
ment of good and faithful soldiers might be raised out of 
them, particularly proper to oppose the French : but to 
this end it was necessary to appoint some oflicers, espe* 
cially subalterns, ^rho understood military discipline, and 
could speak the German language; and as a suflScient 
number of such could not be found among the English 
officers, it was necessary to bring over and grant commis- 
sions to several German and Swiss officers and engineers: 
but as this step, by the act of settlement, could not be 
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taken without the authority of parliament, an act was now 1766. 
passed for enabling his majesty to grant commissions to a 
certain number of foreign protestants, who had serred 
abroad as officers or engineers, to act and rank as officers 
or engineers in America only. An act was likewise 
passed in this session, strictly forbidding, under pain of 
death, any of his majesty's subjects to serre as officers 
under the French king, or to enlist as soldiers in his ser- 
vice, without his majesty's previous licence ; and also for 
obliging such of his majesty's subjects as should, in time 
to come, accept of commissions m the Scotch brigade in 
the Dutch service, to take the oaths of allegiance and ab- 
juration, on pain of forfeiting five hundred pounds. 

XL. As it had been resolved, in the beginning of the 
preceding summer, to build vessels of force upon the lake 
Ontario, an act was now passed for extending the mari- 
time laws of England, relating to the government of his 
majesty's ships and forces by sea, to such officers, seamen, 
and others, as should serve on board his majesty's ships 
or vessels employed upon the lakes, great waters, or rivers 
in North America ; and also, but not without opposition 
to this last, for the better recruiting of his majesty's forces 
upon the continent of America : to which end, by a new 
clause now added to a former act, a recruiting officer was 
empowered to enlist and detain an indented servant, even 
though his master should reclaim him, upon paying to the 
master such a sum as two justices of peace, within the 
precinct, should adjudge to be a reasonable equivalent for 
the original purchase money, and the remaining time such 
servant might have to serve. 

XLI. The intestine broils of Ireland were happily com- 
posed this year, by the prudent management of the mar- 
quis of Hartington, lord-lieutenant of that kingdom. By 
his steady and disinterested conduct, his candour and hu- 
manity, the Irish were not only brought to much better 
temper, even among themselves, than they were before 
their late outrageous riots and dangerous dissensions hap- 
pened ; but also prevailed upon to acquiesce in the mea- 
sures of England, without this last being obliged to give 
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1765. Up any one point of her superiority. The lemdiog nea 

fai the parltiiinent of Ireland were the firat that conformed^ 

and though the ferment continued rery high for matt 
ttme after, among the midditng and lower ranka of people^ 
it waa at length entirely allayed by the wisdom of the 
lord-lieutenant« and the excellent laws whieh he encou- 
raged and passed for the benefit of that nation ^ The 
P - of Ireland 9 who had been rei^ busy in fomenl- 

ing many of the late disturbances, was, hy his tnajestf^ 
command r#truck off the list of privy eonnaellors ; and die 
greatest part of those patriots, whom faction had tomedi 
out of theur einploym^ts ther^>- wfere reinatkted wiA 
honour. 

XLII. The parliament of England, which had ad- 
journed on the twenty-third of December, met again^ the 
^D. 1756. house of commons on the thirteenth of January, and the 
lords on the nineteenth. On the sixteenth of die sam^ 
month, the treaty between bis Britannic majesty and the 
king of Prussia was signed, importing, that^ for the de- 
fence of theit common couhtry, Germany/ and in order to 
preserre her p)^aee and ti'anquilKty, which itr wa4 feared 
was in danger of being disturbed bn acdount of the dis- 
putes in Aiherica, the tWo kings, for that end only, entered 
into a convention of neutrality j by whieh they KciprdeaHy 
bound themselves not to suffer forei^ troops of any na>- 
tion whatsoever to enter mto Germany, or pass - througii 
it during the troubles afrtresaid, and the consequences 
that might result from them ;- but to oppoee the isame 
^ith their utmost mighty in order to secure Germany 
from the calamities of war, maintain her iUndamental laws 
and constitutions, and preserve her peace 'uninteriiipted. 
Thus the late treaty with Russia was virtually renounced. 

^ Among other obje€tA of the attention of the legislature of that country, ten 
iboBsand pounds were granted for making the river Nore navigibte from ikt 
city of Kilkenny to the town of Innestalge ; twenty thousand |K>ands towaids 
carrying on an inland navigation from the city of Dublin to the river Shannon ; 
imr thousand pounds for making the river Newry navigable ; a thousaodpoandi 
a vear for two years, for the encouragement of Knglish protesunt schools^ teve- 
riJ sums, to be distributed in premiums, for the encouragement of the cambric, 
hempen, and flaxen manufactures ; and three hundrod thousand pounds to his 
muesty, towards supporting the several branches of the ^tablishment, and for 
denrayiDg the expenses of the govenimedt for two years. 
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Their majesties, moreoretf seioed this finvourable oppop^ neg. 
tunity to adjust the differences that had subsisted between 
them, in relation to the remainder of the Silesia loan, due 
to the, subjects of his Britannic majesty, and the indequiit 
fication claimed by the subjects of his Prussian majesty 
for their losses by sea during the late war; so that the 
attachment laid on the said debt jwas agreed to betakeq 
off, as soon as the ratification of this treaty should be ex- 
changed. 

XLIII. On the twenty-first of January the house took 
into consideration the laws then 'in being relating to the 
militia of this kingdom ; and finding them insufficient, 
ordered a new bill to be prepared and brought in, for the 
better regulating of the militia forces in the several coun- 
ties of England. A bill was accordingly prepared to that 
effect, and presented to the house on the twelfth of March 
by the honourable Charles Townshend, esq. who, to his 
honour, was one of the chief promoters of it. After re- 
ceiving many amendments in the house of commons, it 
was on the tenth of May passed, and sent to the lords: 
but several objections being made to it by some of the 
peers, and it seeming to them that some further amend- 
ments were still necessary, which they thought they could 
not in that session spare time to consider so maturely as 
the importance of the subject required, a negative of fifty- 
nine against twenty-three was put upon the motion for 
passing the bill ; though every one must have been sensi- 
ble, not only of the propriety, but even of the absolute 
necessity, of such a law, which was ardently desired by the 
whole nation. 

XLIV. On the twenty-seventh of May his majesty 
went to the house of peers, and, after having given the 
royal assent to the bills then depending, thanked his par- 
liament, in a speech from the throne, for their vigorous 
and effectual support. He acquainted them, that the in- 
juries and hostilities which had been for some time com- 
mitted by the French against his dominions and subjects, 
were then followed by the actual invasion of the island of 
Minorca, though guaranteed to him by all the great . 
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1766. powerU in Europe, and particularly by the French king : 
that he had, therefore, found himself obliged, in vindica- 
tion of the honour of his crown and of the rights of his 
people, to declare war in form against France ; and that 
he relied on the Divine protection, and the vigorous as- 
sistance of his faithful subjects, in so just a cause. The 
parliament was then adjourned to the eighteenth of June ; 
and from thence afterwards to the eighteenth of July, and 
then it was prorogued. 





^i&tors of (England. 

CHAPTER THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

■ N the month of January Mr. Foxi 
A lately appointed secretary of state, ' 
I received a letter from M. RouilU, 
li minister and secretary of state for 
I foreign affurs to the lung of France, 
expostulating, in the name of his sore- 
reign, upon the orders and inatruo- 
tions for committing hostilities, which fa is Britannic 
majes^ had given to general Braddock and admiral 
Boscswen, in diametrical opposition to the most solemn 
assurances so often repeated by word of mouth as well aa 
in writing. He complained of the insult which had been 
offered to his master's flag in attacking and taking two 
of his ships in the open sea, without any previous declara- 
~tion of war; as also by committing depredations on the 
commerce of his most christian majesty's subjects, in con- 
tempt of the law of nations, the faith of treaties, and the 
usages established among civilized nations. He said, the 
•entiments and character of his Britannic majesty gave 
the king hia master room to expect, that at bis return to 
London he would disavow the conduct of bis admiralty { 
but seeing that, instead of punishing, he rather encou- 
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175& raged those who had been guiky of wch depredations, 

his most christian majesty would be deemed deficient in 

what he owed to his own glory* the dignity of bU Grown, 
and the defence of his people, if he deferred -any longer 
demanding a signal reparation for the outrmge done to the 
French flag, and the damage sustained by hia aubjects. 
He, therefore, demanded immediate and full restitution 
of all the French ships which, contrary to law and d^ 
corum, had been taken by the English navy, together 
with the officers, soldiers, mariners, guns, stores, and 
merchandise. He declared, that should this restitution 
be made, lie should be willing to engage in a negotiation 
for what further satisfaction be might claim, and continue 
desirous to see the difTereiiccs relating to America deter- 
mined by a solid and equitable accommodation ; but if, 
contrary to all hopes, these demands should be rejected, 
he would consider such a denial of justice as the most au- 
thentic declaration of war, and as a formed desigp in the 
court of London. to disturb the peace of £nropcUi To 
this peremptory remonstrance the British secretary was 
directed to answer, that though the king of Kngland 
would readily consent to an equitable and solid accommoda- 
tion, he would not comply with the demand of immediate 
and full restitution as a preliminary condition; for his 
majesty had taken no steps but such as were rendersd 
Just and indispensable by the hostilities which the French 
began in time of profound peace, and a proper regard fer 
his- own honour, the rights and possessions of his crown, 
and the security of his kingdoms. 

• 11. Without all doubt the late transactions had afforded 
specious arguments for both nations to impeach the con* 
duct of each othef . ' The French court, conscious of their 
encroachments in Nova Sootia, affected to draw a shade 
over these, as particulars belonging to a disputed teni- 
tory, and to divert the attention to the banks of the Ohio, 
where Jainonville and his detachment had been attacked 
and massacred by the English, without tlie least provoca^ 
tion. They likewise inveighed against the capture of 
their ships before any declaration of war^ as flagrant acts 
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of piracy ; and some neutral powers of Europe seemed to 1756. 
consider them in the same point of view. It was certainly "" 
high time to check the insolence of the French by force 
of arms, and surely this might have been as effectually 
and expeditiously exerted under the usual sanction of a 
formal declaration ; the omission of which exposed the 
administration to the censure of our neighbours, and fixed 
the imputation of fraud and freebooting on the beginning 
of the war. The ministry was said to have delayed the 
ceremony of denouncing war from political considera- 
tionsy supposing that, should the French be provoked 
into the first declaration of this kind, the powers of Eu- 
rope would consider his most christian majesty as the 
aggressor, and Great Britain would reap all the fruits of 
the defensive alUances in which she had engaged. But 
nothing could be more weak and frivolous than such a 
conjecture. The aggressor is he who first violates the 
peace; and every ally will interpret the aggression ac- 
cording to bis own interest and convenience. The admi- 
nistration maintained the appearance of candour in the 
midst of their hostilities. The merchant ships, of which 
a great number had been taken from the French, were 
not sold and divided among the captors, according to the 
practice of war ; but carefully sequestered with all their 
cargoes and effects, in order to be restored to their right 
owners, in case the disputes between the two nations 
should not be productive of an open rupture. In this 
particular, however, it was pity that a little common sense 
had not been blended with their honourable intention. 
Great part of the cargoes consisted of fish, and other 
perishable commodities, which were left to rot and putrify, 
and afterwards thrown overboard to prevent contagion; 
so that the owners and captors were equally disappointed, 
and the value of them lost to both nations. 

III. The court of Versailles, while they presented re- 
monstrances which they knew would prove ineffectual, 
and exclaimed against the conduct of Great Britain with 
all the arts of calumny and exaggeration at every court in 
Christendom, continued nevertheless to make such prepa- 

VOL. III. F f 



4M HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

nse. rations as denoted a design to prosecute the war with 
uncommon vigour. They began to repair and fortify 
Dunkirk: orders were published, that all British subjects 
should quit the dominions of France : many Knglish ret- 
sels were seized in the different ports of that kingdon, 
and their crews sent to prison. At the same time in 
edict was issued, inviting the French subjects to eqdp 
privateers, offering a premium of forty Krres for every 
gun, and as much for every man they should take iroa 
the enemy ; and promising that, in case a peace should 
be speedily concluded, the king would purchase the pri- 
vateers at prime cost. They employed great numbers of 
artificers and seamen in equipping a formidable sqnadton 
of ships at Brest ; and assembling a strong body of land 
forces, as well as a considerable number of transports, 
threatened the island of Great Britain with a dangerous 
invasion. 

IV. The English people were seised with eonstema- 
tion : the ministry were alarmed and perplexed. Colonel 
Yorke, the British resident at the Hague, was ordered 
by his majesty to make requisition of the six thousand 
men whom the states-general are obliged by treaty to 
furnish, when Great Britain shall be threatened with an 
invasion ; and in February he presented a memorial for 
this purpose. Monsieur d*Affiry, the French king's mini- 
ster at the Hague, having received intimation of this de- 
mand, produced a counter-memorial from his master, 
charging the English as the aggressors, and giving the 
states-general plainly to understand, that, should tbej 
grant the succours demanded by Great Britain, he woirid 
consider their compliance as an act of hostility against 
himself. The Dutch, though divided among thetmehei 
by faction, were unanimously averse to any measure that 
might involve them in the approaching war. Their con- 
merce was in a great measure decayed, and their fiimioes 
were too much exhausted to admit of an immediate aug- 
mentation of their forces, which for many other reasons 
they strove to avoid. They foresaw a great increase of 
trade in their adhering to a punctual neutrality : they 
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were afraid of the French by land, and jealous of the i76fi. 
English by sea; and, perhaps, enjoyed the prospect of 
seeing these two proud and powerful nations humble and 
impoverish each other. Certain it is, the states-general 
protracted their answer to Mr. Yorke's memorial by such 
affected delays, that the court of London perceived their 
intention ; and, in order to avoid the mortification of a flat 
denial, the king ordered his resident to acquaint the prin* 
cess regent, that he would not insist upon his demand. 
The states, thus freed from their perplexity, at length de« 
livered an answer to Mr. Yorke, in which they expatiated 
on the difficulties they were laid under, and thanked his 
Britannic majesty for having freed them by his declaration 
from that embarrassment into which they were thrown by 
his first demand and the counter-memorial of the French 
minister. The real sentiments of those people, however, 
more plainly appeared in the previous resolution delivered 
to the states of Holland by the towns of Amsterdam, Dort« 
Haerlem, Gouda, Rotterdam, and Enckhuysen, declaring 
flatly that England was uncontrovertibly the aggressor in 
Europe, by seizing a considerable number of French ves«» 
sels: that the threatened invasion of Great Britain did 
not affect the republic's guarantee of the protestant sue- 
oession, inasmuch as it was only intended to obtain repara- 
tion for the injury sustained by the subjects of his most 
chistian majesty: finally, that the succours demanded 
could be of no advantage to the king of England ; as it 
appeared by the declaration of his most christian majesty, 
that their granting these succours would immediately lay 
them under a necessity of demanding, in their turn, assist- 
ance from Great Britain. From this way of arguing, the 
English may perceive what they have to expect in cases 
of emergency from the friendship of their nearest allies, 
who must always be furnished with the same excuse, 
whenever they find it convenient or necessary to their 
own interest. Such a consideration, joined to other con- 
curring motives, ought to induce the British legislature 
to withdraw its dependence from all foreign connexions, 
and provide such a constitutional force within itself, as 

Ff2 
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1766. will be fully sufficient to baffle aU the efforts of an exter- 
nal enemy. The apprehensions and distraction of the 
people at this juncture plainly evinced the expediency of 
such a national force ; but different parties were divided 
in their opinions about the nature of such a provision. 
Some of the warmest friends of their country proposed a 
well regulated militia^ as an institution that would effe^ 
tually answer the purpose of defending a wide extended 
seacoast from invasion; while, on the other hand, thb 
proposal was ridiculed and refuted as impracticable or 
useless by all the retainers to the court, and all the offi- 
cers of the standing army. In the mean time, as the ex- 
periment could not be immediately tried, and the present 
juncture demanded some instant determination, recourse 
was had to a foreign remedy. 

y. Towards the latter end of March, the king sent a 
written message to parliament, intimating, that he had le- 
ceived repeated advices, from different persons and placet, 
that a design had been formed by the French court to in- 
vade Great Britain or Ireland ; and the great prepara- 
tions of forces, ships, artillery, and warlike stores, then 
notoriously making in the ports of France opposite to the 
British coasts, together with the language of the French 
ministers in some foreign courts, left little room to doubt 
the reality of such a design : that his majesty had aug- 
mented his forces both by sea and land, and taken proper 
measures and precautions for putting his kingdom in a 
posture of defence : that, in order further to strengthen 
himself, he had made a requisition of a body of Hessian 
troops, pursuant to the late treaty, to be forthwith brought 
over« and for that purpose ordered transports to be pre- 
pared : that he doubted not of being enabled and sup- 
ported by his parliament in taking such measures as might 
be conducive to an end so essential to the honour of his 
crown, the preservation of the protestant religion, and the 
laws and liberties of these kingdoms. This message was 
no sooner received, than both houses voted, composed, 
and presented, very warm and affectionate addresses, in 
which his majesty was thanked for the requisition he had 
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made of the Hessian troops ; a measure, which, at any 1^756. 
other time, would have been stigmatized with all the satire 
and rhetoric of the opposition. 

. VI. Even this precaution was not thought sufficient to> 
secure the island, and quiet the terrors of the people. In 
a few days Mr. Fox, the new minister, encouraged by the 
unanimity which had appeared so conspicuous in the 
motions for the late addresses, ventured to move again, in 
the house of commons, that another address should be 
presented to the king, beseeching his majesty, that for 
the more effectual defence of this island, and for the 
better security of the religion and liberties of his subjecta 
against the threatened attack by a foreign enemy, he 
would be graciously pleased to order twelve battalions of 
bis electoral troops, together with the usual detachment 
of artillery, to be forthwith brought into this kingdom* 
There was a considerable party in the house to whom 
such a motion was odious and detestable ; but considering 
the critical situation of affisiirs, they were afraid that a 
direct opposition might expose them to m more odious 
suspicion : they, therefore, moved for the order of the 
day, and insisted on the question's being put upon that 
motion ; but it was carried in the negative by a consider- 
able majority, which also agreed to the other proposal. 
The resolution of the house was communicated to the 
lords, who unanimously concurred; and their joint address 
being presented, his majesty assured them that he would 
immediately comply with their request. Accordingly, such 
expedition was used, that in the course of the next month 
both Hanoverians and Hessians arrived in England, and 
encamped in different parts of the kingdom. — As the feara 
of an invasion subsided in the minds of the people, their 
antipathy to these foreign auxiliaries emerged. They 
were beheld with the eyes of jealousy, suspicion, and dis- 
dain. They were treated with contempt, reserve, and 
rigour. The ministry was execrated for having reduced 
the nation to such a low circumstance of disgrace, as that 
they should owe their security to German mercenaries^ 
There were not wanting some incendiaries, who circulated 
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i7Ae. hints and infiinuations, that the kingdom had been fm* 

posely left unprovided ; and that the natives of Soodi 

Britain had been formerly subdued and expelled by a 
body of Saxon auxiliaries! whom they had hired for their 
jNneservalion. In a word, the doubts and siispiciona of a 
people naturally blunt and jealous, were inflamed to suck 
a degree of animosity, that nothing would have restraiBed 
them from violent acts of outrage, but the most orderly, 
modest, and inoffensive behaviour by whieh both tbe 
Hanoverians and Hessians were distinguished. 

VII. Under the cloak of an invading armament^ whieh 
engrossed tbe attention of the British nation, the Freodi 
were actually employed in preparations for an ezpeditioD, 
which succeeded according to their wish. In the begin- 
ning of the year, advice was received that a Frendi 
squadron would soon be in a condition to sail from Too* 
fen: this was afterwards confirmed by repeated inteli- 
gence, not only from foreign gazettes, but ako from Eng- 
lish ministers and consuls residing in Spain and Italy. 
They affirmed^ that the Toulon squadron consi9ted of 
twelve or fifteen ships of the line, with a great number of 
transports; that they were supplied with provisions fixr 
two months only, consequently could not be mtended for 
America ; and that strong bodies of troops were on theii 
mtrch f^om different parts of the French dominions to 
Dauphine and Provence, in order to be embarked. Not* 
withstanding these particulars of information, which 
plainly pointed out Minorca as the object of their expe- 
dition ; notwithstanding the extensive and important com- 
merce carried on by the subjects of Great Britain in tht 
Mediterranean; no care was taken to aend thither a 
squadron of ships capable to protect the trade, and frus- 
trate the designs of the enemy. That great provuioe wss 
left to a few inconsideraUe ships and frigates, which could 
serve no other purpose than that of carrying intelligence 
from port to port, and enriching their consmanders, by 
makmg prize of merchant vessels. Nay, the miniatiy 
seemed to pay little or no regard to the remonstrance of 
general Blakeney, deputy governor of Minorca, who, in 
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repeated advices, represented the weakness of the garri- 176a. 
son which he commanded in St. Philip's castle, the chief 
fortress on the island. Far from strengthening the garri^ 
son with a proper reinforcement, they did not even send 
thither the officers belonging to it, who were in England 
upon leave of absence, nor give directions for any vessel 
to transport them, until the French armament was ready 
to make a descent upon that island \ 

VIII. At length, the destination of the enen^y*s fleet 
being universally known, the ministry seemed to rouse 
from their lethar^, and, like persons suddenly waking, 
acted with hurry and precipitation. Instead of detaching 
a squadron that in all reipects should be superior to the 
French fleet in the Mediterranean, and bestowing the 
command of it upon an officer of approved courage and 
activity, they allotted no more than ten ships of the line 
for this service, vesting the command of them in admiral 
Byng, who had never met with any occasion to signaUze 
his courage, and whose character was not very popular in. 
the navy : but Mr. West, the second in c^inmand, was a 



* It is with pleasure we seize this opportunity of recordiog an instance of gal- 
Untry and patriotiim in a British officer, which wovld have done honour to the 
character of a Roman tribune. Captain Cunningham, an accomplished young 
'gentleman, who acted as engineer «n second at Minorca, being preferred to a 
majority at home,aad recalled to his regiment by an expfess order, had repaired 
with his lismily to Nice, in Italy, where he waited for the opportunity of a ship 
1>ound for England, when he receired certain tntelltgence that the French ama- 
Bent was destined for the place he had quitted. His lady, whom he tenderly 
loved, was just delivered, and two of his children were dangerously ill of the 
small-pos. He recollected that the chief engineer of Minorca was infirm, and 
indeed disabled by the goot, and that many thing|s were wanting for the defence 
of the fortress. His zeal for the honour and service of his country immediately 
triumphed over the calls of teademess and of nature. He expended a consider- 
able sum of money in purchasing timber for the platforms, and other necessaries- 
for the garrison ; hired a ship for transporting them thither; and tearing himself 
-firom his wife aod children, thus left among strangers in a foreign country, em- 
barked again for Minorca, where be knew ne should be, in a peculiar manner, 
exposed to iJl the dangers of a furious siege. In the coarse of this desperato 
service he acquitted himself with that vigilance, skill, and active courage which 
he bad on divers former occasions displayed, until the assault was given to the 
queen*s bastion ; when, mixing wi& tne enemy sword in hand, he was disabled 
in bis right arm by the shot of a musket and the thrust of a bayonet. His beha- 
viour was so acceptable to his soverei^, that when he returned to England be 
was preferred to the tank of colonel in the guards. He afterwards acted as 
chiet engineer in the attempts and descents which were made on the French 
coasU Though grievously maimed, he accepted of the sane office in the expe- 
dition to Goadaloape, wbei e he died univerMlly regretted. 
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1756. gentleman universally respected for his probity, abilitji 
and resolution. The ten ships destined for this exper 
dition, were but in very indifferent order^ poorly manned^ 
and unprovided with either hospital or fireahip. Thejr 
sailed from Spithead on the seventh day of April, having 
on hoard, as part of their complement^ a regiment 'of sol- 
diers to be landed at Gibraltar, with major-general Stuart, 
lord EfSngbam, and colonel Comwallis, whose regiments 
were in garrison at Minorca; about forty inferior officers, 
and near one hundred recruits, as a reinforcement to St. 
Philip's fortress. 

IX. After all the intelligence which had been received, 
one would imagine the government of £ngland was stiD 
ignorant of the enemy's force and destination ; for the 
instructions delivered to admiral Byng imported, that, on 
his arrival at Gibraltar, he should inquire whether any 
French squadron had passed through the straits; and 
that, being certified in the affirmative, as it was probably 
designed for North America, he should inunediately de^ 
tach rear-admiral West to Louisbourg, on the island of 
cape Breton, with such a number of ships as, when joined 
with those at Halifax, would constitute a force superior 
to the armament of the enemy. On the second day of 
May, admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltar, where he found 
captain Edgeciimbe, with the Princess Louiaa ship of 
war, and a sloop, who informed him that the French arma- 
ment, commanded by M. de la Galissonniere, consisting 
of thirteen ships of the line, with a great number of trans- 
ports, having on board a body of fifteen thousand land 
forces, had sailed from Toulon on the tenth day of April, 
and made a descent upon the island of Minorca, from 
whence he (captain Edgecumbe) had been obliged to re- 
tire at their approach. General Fowke, who commanded 
at Gibraltar, Iiad received two successive orders from the 
secretary at war, with respect to his sparing a battalion of 
troops to be transported by Mr. Byng, as a reinforcement 
to Minorca : but as the two orders appeared inconsistent 
or equivocal, a council of war was consulted ; and the 
majority were of opinion, that no troops shoold be sent 
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from thence to Minorca, except a detachment to supply 1766. 
the deficiency in the little squadron of captain Edge- ' 
cumbe, who had left a good number of his seamen and 
marines under the command of captain Scroop, to assist 
in the defence of fort St. Philip's. These articles of in- 
telligence the admiral despatched by an express to the 
lords of the admiralty; and in his letter made use of some 
impolitic expressions, which, in all probability, it Mrould 
have been well for him had he omitted. He said, if he 
had been so happy as to have arrived at Mahon before 
the French had landed, he flattered himself he should 
have been able to prevent their getting a footing on that 
island. He complained, that there were no magazines in 
Gibraltar for supplying the squadron with necessaries; 
that the careening wharfs, pits, and storehouses were 
entirely decayed, so that he should find the greatest diffi- 
culty in cleaning the ships that were foul ; and this was 
the caee with some of those he carried out from England, 
as well as with those which had been for some time 
cruising in the Mediterranean. He signified bis opinion, 
that, even if it should be found practicable, it would be 
very impolitic to throw any men into St. Philip's castle, 
which could not be saved without a land force sufficient 
to raise the siege ; therefore a small reinforcement would 
only add so many men to the number which must fall into 
the hands of the enemy. He observed, that such en- 
gineers and artillery-men in Gibraltar as had been at Mi- 
norca, were of opinion, that it would be impossible to 
throw any number of men into St. Philip's, if the French 
had erected batteries on the two shores near the entrance 
of the harbour, so as to bar all passage up to the sally- 
port of the fortress ; and with this opinion he signified 
the concurrence of his own sentiments. The first part of 
this letter was a downright impeachment of the ministry, for 
having delayed the expedition, for having sent out ships 
unfit for service, and for having neglected the magazines 
and wharfs at Gibraltar. In the latter part, he seemed to 
prepare them for the subsequent account of his miscon- 
duct and miscarriage. It cannot be supposed that they 
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1760. underwent this accusation without apprehenaum and le* 
sentment : and as they foresaw the loss of Mincnrcay whidi 
would not fail to excite a national clamour, perhaps they 
now began to take measures for gratifying their resent- 
menty and transferring the blame from themselves to the 
person who had presumed to hint a disapprobation of 
their conduct: for this purpose they could not have fbund 
a fairer opportunity than Mr.Byng*s subsequent behavioor 
afforded. 

X. The admiral being strengthened bj Mr. Edge* 
cumbe, and reinforced by a detachment from the garrisoa, 
set sail from Gibraltar on the eighth day of May, and wit 
joined off Majorca by his msjesty's ship the Phoenix, uor 
der the command of captain Hervey, who confirmed the 
intelligence he had already received, touching the atreogdi 
and destination of the French squadrcm. When he ap- 
proached Minorca, he descried the British colours still 
flying at the castle of St. PhiUp*s, and several bomb bat- 
teries playing upon it from different quarters, where the 
JFrench banners were dbplayed. Thus informed, he de- 
tached three ships a-head, with captain Uervey, to re- 
connoitre the harbour*s mouth, and land, if possible, s 
letter for general Blakeney, giving him to understand the 
fleet was come to his assistance. Before this attempt 
could be made, the French fleet 'appearing to the south- 
east, and the wind blowing strong offshore, he recalled 
his ships, and formed the line of battle. About aix o'clock 
in the evening, the euemy, to the number of aeventeen 
ships, thirteen of which appeared to be very large, ad- 
vanced in order ; but about seven tacked, with a view to 
gain the weather-gage. Mr. Byng, in order to preserve 
that advantage, as well as to make sure of the land wind 
in the morning, followed their example, being then about 
five leagues from cape Mola. At daylight the enemy 
could not be descried ; but two tartanes appearing close 
to the rear of the English squadron, they were iMme- 
diately chased by signal. One escaped, and the other 
being taken, was found to have on board two Froich 
captains, two Ueutenants, and about one hundred pmmie 
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soldiers, part of six hundred who bad been sent out in 1760. 
tartanes the preceding day, to reinforce the enemy's 
squadron. This soon reappearing, the Une of battle was 
formed on each side, and about two o'clock admiral Byng 
threw out a signal to bear away two points from the wind 
and engage. At this time his distance from the enemy 
was so great, that rear-admiral West, perceiving it im- 
possible to comply with both orders, bore away with his 
division seven points from the wind, and closing down 
upon the enemy, attacked them with such impetuosity, 
that the ships which opposed him were in a little time 
driven out of the line. Had he been properly sustained 
by the van, in all probability the British fleet would have 
obtained a complete victory; but the other division did 
not bear down, and the enemy's centre keeping that sta- 
tion, rear-admiral West could not pursue his advantage 
without running the risk of seeing his communication with 
the rest of the line entirely cut off. In the beginning of 
the action, the Intrepid, in Mr. Byng's division, was so 
disabled in her rigging, that she could not be managed, 
and drove on the ship that was next in position ; a cir- 
cumstance which obliged several others to throw all 
arback, in order to avoid confusion, and for some time 
retarded the action. « Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though 
accommodated with a noble ship of ninety guns, made 
little or no use of his artillery, but kept aloof, either 
from an overstrained observance of discipline, or timidity. 
When his captain exhorted him to bear down upon the 
enemy, he very coolly replied, that he would avoid the 
error of admiral Matthews, who, in his engagement with 
the French and Spanish squadrons off Toulon, during the 
preceding war, had broke the line by his own precipita- 
tion, and exposed himself singly to a fire that he could 
not sustain. Mr. Byng, on the contrary, was determined 
against acting, except with the line entire ; and, on pre- 
tence of rectifying this disorder which had happened 
among some of the ships, hesitated so long, and kept at 
such a wary distance, that he never was properly engaged, 
though he received some few shots in his hull. M. de la 



444 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1756. Galissonniere seemed equally averse to the continuance of 
the battle : part of his squadron had been fairly obUged 
to quit the line ; and though he was rather superior to 
the English in number of men and weight of metal, he 
did not choose to abide the consequence of a closer fight 
with an enemy so expert in naval operation : he, there* 
fore^ took advantage of Mr. Byng*s hesitation, and edged 
away with an easy sail to join his van, which had been 
discomfited. The EngUsh admiral gave c^ase; but the 
French ships being clean^ he could not come up and dose 
them again; so they retired at their leisure. Then he 
put his squadron on the other tack, in order to keep the 
wind of the enemy; and next morning they were alto- 
gether out of sight. 

XI. While he lay-to with the rest of hb fleet, at the 
distance of ten leagues from Mahon, he detached cruisers 
to look for some missing ships, which joined him accord- 
ingly, and made an inquiry into the condition of the 
squadron. The number of killed amounted to forty-two, 
including captain Andrews, of the Defiance ; and about 
one hundred and sixty-eight were wounded. Three of 
the capital ships were so damaged in their masts, that 
they could not keep the sea, with any regard to their 
safety ; a great number of the seamen were ill, and theie 
was no vessel which could be converted into an hospital 
for the siok and wounded. In this situation Mr. Byog 
called a council of war, at which the land officers were 
present. He represented to them, that he waa much in< 
ferior to the enemy in weight of metal and number of 
men: that they had the advantage of sending their 
wounded to Minorca, from whence at the same time they 
were refreshed and reinforced occasionally : that, in his 
opinion, it was impracticable to relieve St. Philip's fort, 
and therefore they ought to make the best of their way 
back to Gibraltar, which might require immediate protec- 
tion. They unanimously concurred with his sentiments; 
and thither he directed his course accordingly. How he 
came to be so well acquainted with the impracticability of 
relieving general Blakeney, it is not easy to determine; as 
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no experiment was made for that purpose. Indeed, the i766. 
neglect of such a trial seems to have been the least ex- 
cusable part of his conduct : for it afterwards appeared, 
that the officers and soldiers belonging to the garrison 
might have been landed at the sally-port, without running 
any great risk ; and a gentleman, then in the fort, actually 
passed and repassed in a boat, unhurt by any of the 
enemy's batteries. 

XII. Mr. Byng's letter to the admiralty, containing a 
detail of this action, is said to have arrived some days be- 
fore it was made public ; and, when it appeared, was cur- 
tailed of divers expressions, and whole paragraphs, which 
either tended to his own justification, or implied a censure 
on the conduct of his superiors. Whatever use might 
have been made of this letter while it remained a secret to 
the public, we «hall not pretend to explain : but sure it is^ 
that on the sixteenth day of June, sir Edward Hawke and 
admiral Saunders sailed from Spithead to Gibraltar, to 
supersede the admirals Byng and West, in their com- 
mands of the Mediterranean squadron ; and Mr. Byng's 
letter was not published till the twenty-sixth day of the 
same month, when it produced all the effect which that 
gentleman's bitterest enemies could have desired. The 
populace took fire like a train of the most hasty combus- 
tibles, and broke out into such a clamour of rage and in- 
dignation against the devoted admiral, as could not have 
been exceeded if he had lost the whole navy of England, 
and left the coasts of the kingdom naked to invasion. 
This animosity was carefully fomented and maintained by 
artful emissaries, who mingled with all public assemblies, 
from the drawing-room at St. James's to the mob at 
Charing-cross. They expatiated upon the insolence, the 
folly, the cowardice, and misconduct, of the unhappy ad- 
miral. They even presumed to make their sovereign in 
some measure an instrument of their calumny, by suggest- 
ing, that his majesty had prognosticated Byng's misbe- 
haviour from the contents of his first letter, dated at 
Gibraltar. They ridiculed and refuted the reasons he 
had given for returning to that fortress, after his scandal- 
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1768. oufl rencounter with the French squadron ; and, in order 
to exasperate them to the most implacable resentment, 
they exaggerated the terrible consequences of losing Bli- 
norca, which must now be subdued through his treachery 
or want of resolution. In a word, he was devoted as the 
■cape-goat of -the ministry, to whose supine negligence, 
ignorance, and misconduct, the loss of that important fiw- 
tress was undoubtedly owing. Bjrng's miscarriage was 
thrown out like a barrel to the whale^ in order to ei^nge 
the attention of the people, that it might not be attracted 
by the real cause of the national misfortune. In order to 
keep up the flame which had been kindled against the sd- 
miral, recourse was had to the lowest artifices. Agents 
were employed to vilify his person in all public places of 
vulgar resort ; and mobs were hired, at diflferent parts of 
the capital, to hang and bum him in effigy* 

XIII. The two officers who succeeded to the command 
in the Mediterranean, were accompanied by lord Tyraw* 
ley, whom his majesty had appointed to supersede goiersl 
Fowke in the government of Gibraltar, that gentlemaD 
having incurred the dbpleasure of the ministry for not 
having understood an order which was unintelligiUe. By 
the same conveyance, a letter from the secretary to the 
admiralty was transmitted to Mr. Byng, giving him notice 
that he was recalled. To this intimation he replied in 
such a manner as denoted a consciousness of having done 
his duty, and a laudable desire to vindicate his own eon- 
duct. His answer contained a further account of the en- 
gagement in which he was supposed to have misbehaved, 
intermixed with some puerile calculations of the eneisy*i 
superiority in weight of metal, which served no other 
purpose than that of exposing his character still more to 
ridicule and abuse ; and he was again so impolitic as to 
hazard certain expressions, which added fresh fuel to the 
resentment of his enemies. Directions were immediatdy 
despatched to sir Edward Hawke, that Byng should be 
sent home in arrest; and an order to the same purport 
was lodged at every port in the kingdom: precautions, 
which, however unnecessary to secure the person <^ s 
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man who longed ardently to justify his character by a 17M. 
public trial, were yet productive of considerable effect in " 
augmenting the popular odium. Admiral Byng imme* 
diately embarked in the ship which had carried out his • 
successor, and was accompanied by Mr. West, general 
Fowke, and several other oflScers of that garrison, who 
were also recalled, in consequence of having subscribed 
to the result of the council of war which we have men- 
tioned above* When they arrived in England, Mr. West 
met with such a gracious reception from his majesty as 
was thought due to his extraordinary merit; but Mr. 
Byng was committed close prisoner in an apartment of 
Greenwich hospital. 

XIV. In the mean time, the siege of St, Philip's fort 
in Minorca was prosecuted with unremitting vigour. The 
armament of Toulon, consisting of the fleet commanded 
by M. de la Galissonniere, and the troops under the duke 
de Richelieu, arrived on the eighteenth day of April at 
tlie port of Ciudadella, on that part of the island oppo* 
site to Mahon, or St. PhiKp*s, and immediately began to 
disembark their forces. Two days before they reached 
the island, general Blakeney had, by a packet boat, re- 
ceived certain intelligence of their approach, and began 
to make preparations for the defence of the castle. The 
fort which he commanded was very extensive, surrounded 
with numerous redoubts, ravelins, and otiier outworks; 
and provided with subterranean galleries, mines, and tra- 
verses, cut out of the solid rock with incredible labour. 
Upon the whole, this was one of the best fortified places 
in Europe, well supplied with artillery, ammunition, and 
provision ; and, without all doubt, might have sustained 
the most desperate siege, had it been defended by a nu* 
merous garrison, conducted by able engineers, under the 
eye and auspices of an active and skilful commander. All 
these advantages, however, did not concur on this occasion. 
The number of troops in Minorca did not exceed four re- 
giments, whereas the nature of the works required at 
least double the number ; and, even of these, above forty 
officers were absent. The chief engineer was rendered 
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1766. lame by the gout, and the general himself oppressed with 
"""""""^ the infirmities of old age. The natives of the island might 
have been serviceable as pioneers, or day labourers ; but, 
from their hatred to the protestant religion, they were 
generally averse to the English government, although 
they had lived happily and grown wealthy under its in- 
fluence. 

XV. The governor ordered his officers to beat up for 
volunteers in the adjacent town of St. Philip*s ; but few or 
none would enlist under his banners, and it seems he 
would not venture to compel them into the service. He 
recalled all his advanced parties; and, in particular, a 
company posted at Fomelles, where a small redoubt had 
been raised, and five companies at Ciudadella, a post for- 
tified with two pieces of cannon, which were now with- 
drawn as soon as the enemy began to disembark their 
forces. At the same time major Cunningham was de- 
tached with a party to break down the bridges, and break 
up the roads between that place and St. Philip's ; but the 
task of destroying the roads could not be performed in 
such a hurry, on account of the hard rock which runs 
along the surface of the ground through this whole island; 
nor was there time to demolish the town of St. Philip's, 
which stood so near the fort, that the enemy could not 
fail to take advantage of its neighbourhood. The streets 
served them for trenches, which otherwise could not have 
been dug through the solid rock. Here they made a 
lodgement close to the works; here they found convenient 
barracks and quarters of refreshment, masks for their 
batteries, and an effectual cover for their mortars and 
bombardiers. The general has been blamed for leaving 
the town standing; but if we consider his uncertainty con- 
cerning the destination of the French armament, the 
odious nature of such a precaution, which could not fail 
to exasperate the inhabitants, and the impossibility of 
executing such a scheme after the first appearance of the 
enemy, he will be found excusable, if not altogether 
blameless. Some houses and windmills were actuaUy de- 
molished, so as to clear the esplanade and the approaches. 
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All the wine in the cellars of St. Philip's town was de- 1756. 
stroyed, and the butts were carried into the castle, where 
they might serve for gabions and traverses. Five and 
twenty Minorquin bakers were hired^ and a large number 
of cattle brought into the fort^ for the benefit of the gar- 
rison. The ports were walled up, the posts assigned, the 
sentinels placed, and all the different guards appointed. 
Commodore Edgecumbe, who then anchored in the har- 
bour of Mahon, close under the walls of the castle, sailed 
away with his little squadron, consisting of the Chester- 
field, Princess Louisa, Portland, and Dolphin, after hav- 
ing left all his marines, a detachment from Gibraltar, the 
whole crew of the Porcupine sloop, and the greater part 
of the Dolphin's, as a reinforcement to the fort, under the 
immediate direction and command of captain Scroop, of 
the Dolphin, who, with great gallantry, offered himself 
for this severe duty, and bravely signalized himself during 
the whole siege. The French admiral might certainly 
have blocked up this harbour in such a manner, as would 
have prevented the escape of these ships, and divers other 
rich merchant vessels, which happened then to be at 
Mahon: but, in all probability, they purposely allowed 
them to abandon the place, which, on any emergency or 
assault, their crews and officers would have considerably 
reinforced. The enemy were perfectly acquainted with 
the great extent of the works, and the weakness of the 
garrison, from which circumstance they derived the most 
sanguine hopes that the place might be suddenly taken, 
without the trouble of a regular siege. After Mr. Edge- 
cumbe had sailed for Gibraltar, and general Blakeney 
had ordered a sloop to be sunk in the channel that leads 
to the harbour, the French squadron made its appearance 
at this part of the island ; but, without having attempted 
any thing against the fort, fell to leeward of cape Mola. 
Next day they came in sight again, but soon bore away, 
and never afterwards, during the whole course of the 
siege, approached so near as to give the garrison the least 
disturbance. 

XVI. On the twenty-second day of April, the governor 
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1756. sent a drummer to the French general with a letter, de- 
' siring to know his reasons for invading the island. To 
this an answer was returned by the duke de Richelieu, 
declaring he was come with intention to reduce the island 
under the dominion of his most christian majesty, by way 
of retaliation for the conduct of his master, who had seized 
and detained the ships belonging to the king of France 
and his subjects. If we may judge from the first opera- 
tions of this nobleman, he was but indifferently provided 
with engineers : for, instead of beginning his approaches 
on the side of St. Philip's town, close by the outworks, 
where he might have been screened from the fire of the 
garrison, his batteries were erected at cape Mola, on the 
other side of the harbour, where they were more exposed, 
their fire much less effectual, and indeed at too great a 
distance to be of any service. The fire of St. Philip's was 
so severe, and the cannon so well served on this quarter, 
that in a little time the enemy thought proper to change 
their plan of attack, and advance on the side of St. Phib'p's 
town, which ought to have been the first object of their 
consideration, especially as they could find little or no 
earth to fill their gabions, and open their trenches in the 
usual form. On the twelfth of May, about nine at night, 
they opened two bomb batteries near the place where the 
windmills had been destroyed ; and from that period an 
incessant fire was kept up on both sides, from mortars 
and cannon, the French continuing to raise new batteries 
in every situation from whence they could annoy the be- 
sieged. 

XVII. On the seventeenth day of the month, the gar- 
rison were transported with joy at sight of the British 
squadron, commanded by admiral Byng; and Mr. Boyd, 
commissary of the stores, ventured to embark in a small 
boat with six oars, which passed from St. Stephen's cove, 
a creek on the west side of the fortification, through a 
shower of cannon and musketry from the enemy *s post on 
the other side, and actually reached the open sea, his de- 
sign being to join the squadron ; but this being at a great 
distance, stretching away to the southward, and Mr. Boyd 
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perceiving himself chased by two of the enemy's light 1756. 
vessels, he returned by the same route to the garrison^ 
without having sustained the least damage : a circum- 
stance which plainly confutes the notion of Mr. Byng, 
that it was impracticable to open a communication with 
the garrison of St. Philip's. Next day the hopes of the 
besieged, which had prognosticated a naval victory to the 
British squadron, a speedy relief to themselves, and no 
less than captivity to the assailants, were considerably 
damped by the appearance of the French fleet, which 
quietly returned to their station off the harbour of Mahon. 
That same evening they were told by a deserter, that the 
English fleet had been worsted in an engagement by M. 
de la Galissonniere ; and this information was soon con- 
firmed by a general discharge, or feu dejoie, through the 
whole French camp, to celebrate the victory they pre- 
tended to have obtained. How little soever they bad 
reason to boast of any advantage in the action, the retreat 
of the English squadron .was undoubtedly equivalent to a 
victory ; for had Mr. Byng acquired and maintained the 
superiority at sea, the French forces which had been dis- 
embarked in Minorca, would, in all probability, have been 
obliged to surrender prisoners of war to his Britannic ma- 
jesty. The case was now much altered in their favour : 
their squadron cruised about the island without molesta- 
tion; and they daily received, by means of their trans- 
ports, reinforcements of men and ammunition, as well as 
constant supplies of provisions. 

XVIII. The English garrison, however mortified at 
finding themselves thus abandoned, resolved to acquit 
themselves with gallantry in the defence of the place, not 
without some remaining hope that the English squadron 
would be reinforced, and return to their relief. In the 
mean time, they sustained and retorted the enemy's fire 
with undaunted resolution. They remounted cannon, the 
carriages of which had been disabled : they removed them 
occasionally to places from whence it was judged they 
could do the greatest execution : they repaired breaches, 
restored merlons, and laboured with surprising alacrity, 
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1766* eyen when they were surroanded by the numerous bat- 
teried of the foe; when their embrasures, and even die 
parapets, were demolished, and they stood exposed, not 
only to the cannon and mortars, but also to the musketry, 
which fired upon them, without ceasing, from the windows 
of the houses in the town of St Philip. By this time 
they were invested with an army of twenty thousand men, 
and plied incessantly from sixty-two battering cannon, 
twenty-one mortars, and four howitzers, besides the small 
arms : nevertheless, the loss of men within the fortress 
was very inconsiderable, the garrison being mostly secured 
in the subterranean works, which were impenetrable to 
shells or shot. By the twenty-seventh day of June they 
had made a practicable breach in one of the ravelins, and 
damaged the other outworks to such a degree, that they 
determined this night to give a general assault. Accord'* 
ingly, between the hours often and eleven, they advanced 
to the attack from all quarters on the land side. At the 
same time a strong detachment, in armed boats, attempted 
to force the harbour, and penetrate into the creek, called 
St. Stephen's cove, to storm fort Charles, and second the 
attack upon fort Marlborough, on the farther side of the 
creek, the most detached of all the outworks. The enemy 
advanced with great intrepidity, and their command^', 
the duke de Richelieu, is said to have led them up to the 
works in person. Such an assault could not but be at* 
tended with great slaughter: they were mowed down, as 
they approached, with grape shot and musketry; and 
several mines were sprung with great effect, so that the 
glacis was almost covered with the dying and the dead. 
Nevertheless, they persevered with unconunon resolution; 
and, though repulsed on every other side, at length made 
a lodgement in the Queen's redoubt, which had been 
greatly damaged by their cannon. Whether their success 
in this quarter was owing to the weakness of the place, or 
to the timidity of the defender, certain it is, the enemy 
were in possession before it was known to the officers of 
the garrison : for lieutenant^colonel Jeffries, the second in 
comuuuidi who had acquitted himself since the beginning 
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of the siege with equal courage, skill, and activity, in his 1765. 
visitation of this post, was suddenly surrounded and taken . 
by a file of French grenadiers, at a time when he never 
dreamed they had made a lodgement. Major Cunning- 
ham, who accompanied him, met with a severer fate, 
though he escaped captivity: he was run through the 
arm with a bayonet, and the piece being discharged at 
the same time, shattered the bones of his hand in such a 
manner, that he was maimed for life. In this shocking 
condition he retired behind a traverse, and was carried 
home to his quarters. Thus the governor was deprived 
of his two principal assistants, one being taken, and the 
other disabled. 

XIX. The enemy having made themselves masters of 
Anstruther's and the Queen's redoubts, from which per- 
haps they might have been dislodged, had a vigorous 
effort been made for that purpose before they had leisure 
to secure themselves, the duke de Richelieu ordered a 
parley to be beat, in order to obtain permission to bury 
the dead, and remove the wounded. This request was 
granted with more humanity than discretion, inasmuch aa 
the enemy took this opportunity to throw a reinforcement 
of men privately into the places where the lodgements 
had been made, and these penetrated into the gallery of 
the mines, which communicated with all the other out- 
works. During this short cessation, general Blakeney 
summoned a council of war to deliberate upon the state of 
the fort and garrison ; and the majority declared for a 
capitulation. The works were in many places ruined; the 
body of the castle was shattered ; many guns were dis* 
mounted, the embrajsures and parapets demolished, the 
palisadoes broke in pieces, the garrison exliausted with 
hard duty and incessant watching, and the enemy in pos>- 
session of the subterranean communications. Besides, 
the governor had received information from prisoners, 
that the duke de Richelieu was alarmed by a report that 
the marshal duke de Belleisle would be sent to supersede 
him in the command, and for that reason would hazard 
another desperate assault, which it wa3 the opinion of the 
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}756. majority the garrison could not sustain. These consi- 
derations, added to the despair of being relieved, induced 
him to demand a capitulation. But this measure was not 
taken with the unanimous consent of the council. Some 
officers observed, that the garrison was very little dimin- 
ished, and still in good spirits : that no breach was made 
in the body of the castle, nor a single cannon erected to 
batter in breach : that the loss of an outwork was never 
deemed a sufficient reason for surrendering such a for- 
tress : that the counterscarp was not yet taken, nor, on 
account of the rocky soil, could be taken, except by 
assault, which would cost the enemy a greater number 
than they had lost in their late attempt : that they could 
not attack the ditch, or batter in breach, before the coun- 
terscarp should be taken, and even then they must have 
recourse to galleries before they could pass the fosse, 
which was furnished with mines and countermines : finally, 
they suggested, that in all probabiHty the British squad- 
ron would be reinforced, and sail back to their relief; or 
if it should not return, it was the duty of the governor to 
defend the place to extremity, without having any regard 
to the consequences. These remarks being overruled 
the chamade was beat, a conference ensued, and very 
honourable conditions were granted to the garrison, in 
consideration of the gallant defence they had made. 
This, it must be owned, was vigorous while it lasted, as 
the French general was said to have lost five thousand 
men in the siege ; whereas the loss of the garrison, which 
at first fell short of three thousand men, did not exceed 
one hundred. The capitulation imported, that the garri- 
son should march out with all the honours of war, and be 
conveyed by sea to Gibraltar. The French were put in 
possession of one gate, as well as fort Charles and Marl- 
borough redoubt ; but the English troops remained in 
the other works till the seventh day of July, when they 
embarked. In the mean time reciprocal civilities passed 
between the commanders and officers of both nations. 

XX. The articles of capitulation were no sooner ex- 
ecuted, than monsieur de la Galissonniere sailed back to 
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Toulon with all the prizes which had Iain at anchor in 1756. 
the harbour of Mahon, since the fort of St. Philip was 
first invested. In all probability, the safety of himself 
and his whole squadron was owing to this expeditious re- 
treat ; for, in a few days after the surrender of the fort, 
sir Edward Hawkers fleet, augmented by five ships of the 
line, which had been sent from England when the first 
tidings arrived of Minorca's being invaded, now made its 
appearance off the island ; but by this time Galissonniere 
was retired, and the English admiral had the mortifica- 
tion to see the French colours flying upon St. Philip's 
castle. What, perhaps, chagrined this gallant officer 
still more, he was not provided with frigates, sloops, and 
small craft to cruise round the island, and intercept the 
supplies which were daily sent to the enemy. Had he 
reached Minorca sooner, he might have discomfited the 
French squadron : but he could not have raised the siege 
of St. Philip's, because the duke de Richelieu had re- 
ceived his reinforcements, and such a train of artillery as 
no fortification could long withstand. Indeed, if the gar- 
rison had been considerably reinforced, and the communi- 
cation with it opened by sea, the defence would have been 
protracted, and so many vigorous sallies might have been 
made, that their assailants would have had cause to repent 
of their enterprise. 

XXI. When the news of this conquest was brought to 
Versailles, by the count of Egmont, whom the duke de 
Richelieu had despatched for that purpose, the people of 
France were transported with the most extravagant joy. 
Nothing was seen but triumphs and processions; nothing 
heard but anthems, congratulations, and hyperbolical en- 
comiums upon the conqueror of Minorca, who was cele- 
brated in a thousand poems an'd studied orations; while 
the conduct of the English was vilified and ridiculed in 
ballads, farces, and pasquinades. Nothing more argues 
the degeneracy of a warlike nation than the pride of such 
mean triumph, for an advantage which, in more vigorous 
times, would scarce have been distinguished by the cere- 
mony of a Te Deum laudamus^ Nor is this childish 
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l7Mu etahMtum^ that diignices the bareb of vietorj, ooafioed 

to the kiogdon of France. Truth obliges as to oni, tkat 

eveo ibe aabjeeu of Gnmt Briuue aie apt to be elevated 
bj soccess iiito an illiberal ioiolenee of self-applauaa aad 
e€iotefliiptiioiis comparison. This nost be coodcoHied, as 
a proof of ufUBaDl J arrogance and ahsmd setf-conc^t, bj 
all those who cooUy reflect, that the events of war geoe- 
rallj, if not al«rays» depend upon the genius or ouscoodoct 
of one indiridual. The loss of Slinorca was sererelj tA 
in England, as a national disgrace ; but, instead of pro- 
ducing dejection and despondence, it excited an universal 
clamour of rage and resentment, not only against lir. 
Byng, who had retreated from the French squadron; but 
alsf> in reproach of the administration, which was taxed 
with having neglected the security of Minorca. Nay, 
some politician.^ were inflamed into a suspicion, that this 
important place had been negatively betrayed into the 
hands of the enemy, that in case the arms of Great Britain 
should prosper in other parts of the world, the French 
king might have some sort of equivalent to restore for 
the conquests which should be abandoned at the peace. 
ThjM notion, however, seems to have been conceived from 
prejudice and party, which now began to appear with the 
most acrimonious sspect, not only throughout the united 
kin^^doms in general, but even in the sovereign's councils. 
XXII. Sir Edward Hawke, being disappointed in hh 
ho|)e of encountering La Galissonniere, and relieving the 
English garrison of St. Philip's, at least asserted the em- 
pire of Great Britain in the Mediterranean, by annoying 
the commerce of the enemy, and blocking up the squad- 
ron in the harbour of Toulon. Understanding that the 
Austrian government at Leghorn had detained an English 
privateer, and imprisoned the captain, on pretence that 
he had violated the neutrality of the port, he detached 
two ships of war, to insist, in a peremptory manner, on 
the release of the ship, effects, crew, and captain ; and 
they thought proper to comply with his demand, even 
without waiting for orders from the court of Vienna. 
The'person in whose behalf the admiral thus interpoaed, 




GEORGE THE SECOND. *57 

was one Fortunatus Wright, a native of Liverpool ; who, 1766. 
though a stranger to a sea life, had, in the last war, 
equipped a privateer, and distinguished himself in such a 
manner, by his uncommon vigilance and valour, that, if he 
had been indulged with a command suitable to his genius, 
he would have deserved as honourable a place in the 
annals of the navy, as that which the French have be- 
stowed upon their boasted Guai Trouin, Du Bart, and 
Thurot. An uncommon exertion of spirit was the occa- 
sion of his being detained at this juncture. While he lay 
at anchor in the harbour of Leghorn, commander of the 
St. George privateer of Liverpool, a small ship of twelve 
guns and eighty men, a large French xebeque, mounted 
with sixteen cannon, and nearly three times the number of 
his complement, chose her station in view of the harbour, 
in order to interrupt the British commerce. The gallant 
Wright could not endure this insult : notwithstanding the 
enemy's superiority in metal and number of men, he 
weighed anchor, hoisted his sails, engaged him within 
sight of the shore, and after a very obstinate dispute, in 
which the captain, lieutenant, and above thi'eescore of the 
men belonging to the xebeque were killed on the spot, he 
obliged them to sheer off, and returned to the harbour in 
triumph. This brave corsair would, no doubt, have sig* 
nalized himself by many other exploits, had he not, in the 
sequel, been overtaken in the midst of his career by a 
dreadful storm, in which the ship foundering, be and all 
his crew perished. 

XXIIL Sir Edward Hawke, having scoured the Medi- 
terranean, and insulted the enemy's ports, returned with 
the homeward-bound trade to Gibraltar; from whence^ 
about the latter end of the year, he set sail for England 
with part of his squadron, leaving the rest in that bay, for 
the protection of our commerce, which, in those parts, 
soon began to suffer extremely from French privateers, 
that now swarmed in the Mediterranean. General Blake* 
ney had arrived with the garrison of Minorca, at Ports- 
mouth, in the month of November, and been received 
with expressions of tumultuous joy : every place through 
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175G. which he passed celebrated his return with bonfires, il- 
laminations, bell-ringing, and acclamations : every mouth 
was opened in his praise, extolling him for the gallant 
defence he had made in the castle of St. Philip. In a 
word, the people's veneration for Blakeney increased in 
proportion to their abhorrence of Byng : the first was 
lifted into an idol of admiration, while the other sunk into 
an object of reproach ; and they were viewed at different 
ends of a false perspective, through the medium of preju- 
dice and passion ; of a perspective artfully contrived, and 
applied by certain ministers for the purposes of self-in- 
terest and deceit. The sovereign is said to have been 

influenced by the prepossession of the s 1. Mr. 

Blakeney met with a gracious reception from his majesty, 
who raised him to the rank of an Irish barop, in consider- 
ation of his faithful services, while some malcontents mur- 
mured at this mark of favour, as an unreasonable sacrifice 
to popular misapprehension. 

XXIV. In the beginning of the year, the measures 
taken by the government in England seem to have been 
chiefly dictated by the dread of an invasion, from which 
the ministers did not think themselves secured by the 
guard-ships and cruisers on different parts of the coast, 
or the standing army of the kingdom, though reinforced 
by the two bodies of German auxiliaries. A considerable 
number of new troops was levied ; the success in recruit- 
ing was not only promoted by the landholders through- 
out the kingdom, who thought their estates were at stake, 
and for that reason encouraged their dependents to en- 
gage in the service ; but also in a great measure owing to 
a dearth of corn, which reduced the lower class of labour- 
ers to such distress, that some insurrections were raised, 
and many enlisted with a view to obtain a livelihood, 
which otherwise they could not earn. New ships of war 
were built, and daily put in commission ; but it was found 
impracticable to man them, without having recourse to 
the odious and illegal practice of impressing sailors, which 
must always be a reproach to every free people. Not- 
withstanding large bounties, granted by the govemment 
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to volunteers, it was found necessary to lay an embargo 1756. 
upon all shipping, and impress all the seamen that could 
be found, without any regard to former protections; so 
that all the merchant ships were stripped of their hands, 
and foreign commerce for some time wholly suspended. 
Nay, the expedient of compelling men into the service 
was carried to an unusual degree of oppression ; for re- 
wards were publicly offered to those who should discover 
where any seamen lay concealed : so that those unhappy 
people were in some respects treated like felons, dragged 
from their families and connexions to confinement, muti- 
lation, and death, and totally cut off from the enjoyment 
of that liberty which, perhaps at the expense of their 
lives, their own arms had helped to preserve, in favour of 
their ungrateful country **. 

XXV. About eighty ships of the line and threescore 
frigates were already equipped, and considerable bodies 
of land forces assembled, when, on the third day of Fe- 
bruary, a proclamation was issued, requiring all officers, 
civil and military, upon the first appearance of any hostile 
attempt to land upon the coasts of the kingdom, im- 
mediately to cause all horses, oxen, or cattle, which might 
be fit for draught or burden, and not actually employed 
in the king*8 service, or in the defence of the country, and 
also (so far as might be practicable) all other cattle and 
provisions, to be driven and removed twenty miles at least 
from the place where such hostile attempt should be 
made, and to secure the same, so as that they might not 
fall into the hands or power of those who should make 
such attempt: regard being had, however, that the re- 
spective owners should suffer as little damage as might be 
consistent with the public safety. 

XXVI. As the ministry were determined to make their 

*> At this juncture, a number of public-spirited merchants of the city of Lon- 
don, and others, formed themselves into a very laudable association, under the 
name of the Marine Society, and contributed considerable sums of money for 
equipping such orphans, friendless and forlorn boys, as were willing to engage 
in the service of the navy. In consequence of this excellent plan, which was 
executed with equal zeal and discretion, many thousands were rescued from 
misery, and rendered useful members of that society, of which they must have 
been the bane and reproach, without this humane interposition. 
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1759. chief efforts against the enemy in North America, where 
the first hostilities had been committed, and where the 
strongest impression could be made, a detachment of two 
regiments was sent thither, under the conduct of general 
Abercrombie, appointed as successor to general Shirley, 
whom they had recalled, as a person no ways qualified to 
conduct military operations: nor, indeed, could any suc- 
cess in war be expected from a man who had not been 
trained to arms, nor ever acted but in a civil capacity. 
But the command in chief of ail the forces in America 
was conferred upon the earl of Lioudoun, a nobleman of 
an amiable character, who had already distinguished him- 
self in the service of his country. Over and above this 
command, he was now appointed governor of Virginia, 
and colonel of a royal American regiment, consisting of 
four battalions, to be raised in that country, and disci- 
plined by officers of experience, invited from foreign ser- 
vice. Mr. Abercrombie set sail for America in March ; 
but the earl of Loudoun, who directed in chief the plan 
of operations, and was vested with power and authority 
little inferior to those of a viceroy, did not embark till the 
latter end of May. 

XXVII. All these previous measures being taken, his 
majesty, in the course of the same month, thought proper 
to publish a declaration of war * against the French king, 

^ When the French ambassador returned to London, he proposed that orders 
abould be immediately despatched to the £nglish g^orernors m America, vidi 
express orders to desist from any new undertaking, and all acts of hostility; but 
with regard to the lands on the Ohio, to put, without delay, matters on the 
•use footing in which they stood before the late war, that the respective claims 
of both nations might be amicably referred to the commissaries at Paris. The 
British court agreed to the cessation of hostilities, and the discussion of the dis- 
putes by the ministers of the two crowns, on condition that all the possessiooi 
in America should be previously put in the situation prescribed by the treaty 
of Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix-la*Chapel]e. The French nrioistry, ia- 
atead of complying with this condition, produced an evasive draft of a prelimi- 
nary convention, and this was answered by a counter-proposal. At length the 
ambassador of France demanded, as preliminary conditions, that Great Britain 
would renounce all claim to the south coast of the river St. Lawrence, «xl the 
lakes that discbarge themselves into that river; cede to the Fnencb iweety 
leagues of coentry lying along the river of Foody, which divides Acedhi, er 
Nova Scotia ; and all the land between the rivers Ohio and Ouabacbe. A me- 
norial was afterwards presented on the same sebject, iocludinff the tfiiir of the 
Mutral islands in the West Indies ; but this was amply refuted in aoolbcr 
piece, in which the British ministry observed, that even at this voy open^ 
of the commission established at Paris, for termiaatiag ueicabl]rt)ie4itayatet ia 
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importing^ that, since the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, the 1766. 
usurpations and encroachments made upon the British 
territories, in America, had been notorious : that his Bri- 
tannic majesty had, in divers serious representations to 
the court of Versailles, complained of these repeated acts 
of violence, and demanded satisfaction ; but notwithstand- • 
ing the repeated assurances given by the French kingi 
that every thing should be settled agreeably to the treaties 
subsisting between the two crowns, and particularly that 
the evacuation of the four neutral islands in the West 
Indies should be effected, the execution of these assur- 
ances, and of the treaties on which they were founded, 
had been evaded under the most frivolous pretences: that 
the unjustifiable practices of the French governors, and 
officers acting under their authority, were still continued, 
until they broke out in open acts of hostility in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four; when, in time 
of profound peace, without any declaration of war, with- 
out any previous notice given, or application made, a 
body of French troops, commanded by an officer bearing 
the French king's commission, attacked in an hostile man- 
ner, and took possession of an English fort on the river 
Ohio, in North America: that great naval armaments 
were prepared in the ports of France, and a considerable 
body of French troops embarked for that country : that 
although the French ambassador was sent back to Eng- 
land with specious professions of a desire to acconimo- 

North America, the French invaded Nova Scotia, erected three forts in t)ie 
heart of that province, and would have destroyed the English settlement at 
Halifax, had they not been prevented : that the like hoAtilities were committed 
upon his Britannic majesty's subjects on the Ohio and Indian lakes, where the 
governors appointed by the French king, without any shadow of right, prohibited 
the English from trading; seized their traders by force, and sent them priaonera 
to France ; invaded the territories of Virginia, attacked a fort that covered its 
frontier, and to secure their usurpations, erected, with an armed force, a chain 
of forts on the lands which they had invaded .* that his Britannic majesty had 
complained of these hostilities to the court of Versailles, but without effect; so 
that he found himself obliged to provide for the security of his subjects; and as 
the encroachments made by France were hostile, it could never be unlawful, or 
irreconcileable with the assurance of his majesty's peaceable disposition, to 
repel an agmssor ; and that the same motives of self-defence had forced him 
to seize the French ships and sailors, in order to deprive that court of the means 
of making an invasion, with which their ministers in all the courts of Europe 
had BMBactd England. 
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1766. date those difierences^ it appeared their real design was 
" only to amuse and gain time for the passage of these sup- 
plies and reinforcements^ which they hoped would secure 
the superiority of the French forces in America, and en- 
able them to carry their ambitious and oppressive projects 
* into execution : that in consequence of the just and neces- 
sary measures taken by the king of Great Britain for pre- 
venting the success of such a dangerous design , the 
French ambassador was immediately recalled from Eng- 
land, the fortifications of Dunkirk were enlarged, great 
bodies of troops marched down to the seacoasts of France, 
and the British dominions threaten^ with an invasion : 
that though the king of England, in order to frustrate 
such intentions, had given orders for seizing at sea the 
ships of the French king and his subjects, yet he had 
hitherto contented himself with detaining those ships 
which had been taken, and preserving their cargoes en- 
tire, without proceeding to confiscation; but it being at 
last evident, from the hostile invasion of Minorca, that 
the court of Versailles was determined to reject all pro- 
posals of accommodation, and carry on the war with the 
utmost violence, his Britannic majesty could no longer, 
consistently with the honour of his crown and the welfare 
of his subjects, remain within those bounds which from a 
desire of peace he had hitherto observed. A denuncia- 
tion of war followed in the usual form, and was concluded 
with an assurance, that all the French subjects residing in 
Great Britain and Ireland, who should demean themselves 
dutifully to the government, might depend upon its pro- 
tection, and be safe in their persons and effects. 

XXVIII. In the beginning of June the French king 
declared war in his turn against his Britannic majesty, 
and his declaration was couched in terms of uncommon 
asperity. He artfully threw a shade over the beginning 
of hostilities in North America, referring to a memorial 
which had been delivered to the several courts of Europe, 
containing a summary of those facts which related to the 
present war, and the negotiations by which it had been 
preceded. He insisted on the attack made by the king of 
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England, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 1766. 
fifty-four, on the French possessions in North America ; 
and afterwards by the English navy on the navigation and 
commerce of the French subjects, in contempt of the law 
of nations, and direct violation of treaties. He com- 
plained, that the French soldiers and sailors underwent 
the harshest treatment in the British isles, exceeding 
those bounds which are prescribed to the most rigorous 
rights of war, by the law of nature, and common humanity. 
He affirmed, that while the English ministry, under the 
appearance of sincerity, imposed upon the French ambas- 
sador with false protestations, others diametrically oppo- 
site to these deceitful assurances of a speedy accommo- 
dation were actually carrying into execution in North 
America: that while the court of London employed every 
caballing art, and squandered away the subsidies of Eng- 
land, to instigate other powers against France, his most 
christian majesty did not even ask of these powers the 
succours w)iich guarantees and defensive treaties autho- 
rised him to demand ; but recommended to them such 
measures only as tended to their own peace and security : 
that while the English navy, by the most odious violences, 
and sometimes by the vilest artifices, made captures of 
French vessels, navigating in full security under the safe- 
guard of public faith, his most christian majesty released 
an English frigate taken by a French squadron; and 
British vessels traded to the ports of France without mo- 
lestation: that the striking contrast formed by these dif- 
ferent methods of proceeding would convince all Europe, 
that one court was guided by motives of jealousy, ambi- 
tion, and avarice, and that the conduct of the other was 
founded on principles of honour, justice, and moderation : 
that the vague imputations contained in the king of En'g- 
land*s declaration, had in reality no foundation ; and the 
very manner in which they were set forth would prove 
their futility and falsehood : that the mention made of the 
works at Dunkirk, and the troops assembled on the coasts 
of the ocean, implied the most gross attempts to deceive 
mankind into a belief that these were the points which 
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1766. determined the king of England to issue orders for seizing 
""""■"" the French vessels ; whereas the works at Dunkirk were 
not begun till after two French ships of war had been 
taken by an English squadron; and depredations had 
been committed six months upon the subjects of France 
before the first battalions began their march for the 
sea-side. In a word, the most christian king, laying aside 
that politeness and decorum on which his people value 
themselves above all the nations upon the face of the 
earth, very roundly taxes his brother monarch's admini- 
stration with piracy, perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit. A 
charge conveyed in such reproachful terms, against one 
of the most respectable crowned heads in Europe, will 
appear the more extraordinary and injurious, if we consi- 
der that the accusers were well acquainted with the falsity 
of their own imputations, and, at the same time, conscious 
of having practised those very arts which they affected so 
much to decry. For after all, it must be allowed, that 
nothing could be justly urged against the English govern- 
ment, with respect to France, except the omission of a 
mere form, which other nations might interpret into an 
irregularity, but could not construe into perfidious dealing, 
as the French had previously violated the peace by their 
* insolence and encroachments. 

XXIX. Whatever might have been the opinion of 
other nations, certain it is, the subjects of Great Britain 
heartily approved of the hostilities committed and in- 
tended against a people, whom they have always consi- 
dered as their natural enemies, and the incendiaries of 
Europe. They cheerfully contributed to the expense of 
armaments ^, and seemed to approve of their destination, 
in hopes of being able to wipe off the disgraces they had 
sustained in the defeat of Braddock, and the loss of Mi- 
norca. The last event made a deep impression upon the 
minds of the community. An address was presented to 

<* Immediately after the declaration of war, the Freoch ihipa and cargoes 
which had been taken, were tried, and condemned as legal prizes, exposed to 
public tale, and their produce lodged in the bank ; but in what manner this 
money, amounting to a large sum, was distributed or employed, we have not 
been able to ditoover. 
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the king by the lord mayor, aldermen, and common coun- i7fi6. 
cil of London, containing strong hints to the disadvantage 
of the ministry. They expressed their apprehension that 
the loss of the important fortress of St. Philip and island 
of Minorca, possessions of the utmost consequence to the 
commerce and naval strength of Great Britain, without 
any attempt by timely and effectual succours to prevent 
or defeat an attack, after such early notice of the enemy *s 
intentions, and when his majesty's navy was so evidently 
superior to theirs, would be an indelible reproach on the 
honour of the British nation. They expatiated upon the 
imminent danger, to which the British possessions in 
America were exposed, by the mismanagement and delays 
which had attended the defence of those invaluable colo- 
nies, the object of the present war, the principal source 
of the wealth and strength of these kingdoms. They la- 
mented the want of a constitutional well-regulated militia, 
the most natural and certain defence against all invaders 
whatsoever. They signified their hope, that the authors 
of the late losses and disappointments would be detected, 
and brought to condign punishment: that his majesty's 
known intentions of protecting and defending his subjects 
in their rights and possessions might be faithfully and 
vigorously carried into execution ; and the large supplies 
so necessarily demanded, and so cheerfully granted, might 
be religiously applied to the defence of these kingdoms, 
their colonies, and their commerce, as well as to the an- 
noyance of their inveterate and perfidious enemies, the 
only sure means of obtaining a lasting and honourable 
peace. In answer to this address the king assured them, 
that he would not fail to do justice upon any persons who 
should have been wanting in their duty to him and their 
country ; to enforce obedience and discipline in his fleets 
and armies; and to support the authority and respect due 
to his government. Remonstrances of the same kind were 
presented by different counties and corporations; and 
the populace clamoured aloud for inquiry and justice. 

XXX. The first victim offered to the enraged multi* 
tude was the unfortunate general Fowke, who had been 
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1766. deputy governor of Gibraltar, and behaved with remark- 
able conduct and integrity in the exercise of that import- 
ant office, till that period, when he fell under the displea- 
sure of the government. He was now brought to trial 
before a board of general officers, and accused of having 
disobeyed the orders he bad received from the secretary 
at wuLTf in three successive letters*', touching the relief of 
Minorca. Mr. Fowke alleged in his own defence, that 
the orders were confused and contradictory, and implied 

* TO LIEUT. GEN. POWKE, OR, IN HIS ABSENCE, TO THE COM M ANDEll-IM-CHIEF IN 

HIS majesty's GARRISON IN GIBRALTAR. 

War-office, March 21, 1756. 
Sir, — I am commanded to acquaint vou, that it is hi« majesty's pleasure that 
you receive into your earrison lord Robert Bertie's regiment, to do duty there ; 
and in case you should apprehend that the French intend to make any attempt 
upon his majesty's island of Minorca, it is his majesty *s pleasure, that you' make 
a detachment out of the troops in your garrison, equal to a battalion, to be com- 
manded by a lieutenant-colonel and major ; such lieutenant-colonel and major 
to be the eldest in your garrison, to be put on board the fleet for the relief of 
Minorca, as the admiral shall think expedient, who is to carry them to the said 
island. I am your humble servant, B. 

TO XIEUT. GEN. POWER, OR, IN BIS ABSEKCI}, TO THE COMMANDER^IN-CHIBT AT 

GIBRALTAR. 

JVar- office, March 26, 1766. 
Sir, — I am commanded to acquaint you that it is his majesty's pleasure, in 
ease the island of Minorca should be in any likelihood of being attacked, tliat 
you make a detachment from the troops in your garrison equal to a battalion, 
commanded by a lieutenant- colonel and major, for the relief of that place, to 
be nut on board the fieet at the disposition of the admiral : such lieuteDant-coloael 
to be the eldest in your garrison. 

TO LIEUT. GEN. FOWKE, OR, IN HIS ABSENCE, TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CRIKP IN BIS 

majesty's GARRISON IN GIBRALTAR. 

War-office, Apnl 1, 1756. 
Sir, — It is his majesty's pleasure, that you receive into your garriaoB the 
women and children belonging to lord Robert Bertie's regiment. 

TO LIEUT. GEN. POWKE, OR, THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AT OIBRAI.TAK. 

War -office, May 12, 1756. 
Sir, — I wrote to you by general Steward : if that order is not complied with, 
then you are now to make a detachment of seven hundred men out of your owa 
regiment and Guise's; and also another detachment out of Pultlbney's and 
Panroure's regiments, and send them on board the fleet for the relief of Maboa. 
But if that order has been complied with, then you are to make ouly one de- 
tachment of seven hundred men, to be commanded by another lieutenant-colonel 
and major, and to send it to Mahon ; and you are also to detain all such empU 
vessels as shall come into your harbour, and to keep them in readiness for any 
further transportation of troops. I have also his royal highness the duke of 
Cumberland's commands, to desire that you will keep your garrison as al«t as 
possible, during this critical time, and give such other auistaoce as may be in 
your power, for the relief of Minorca; taking care, however, not to fatieue or 
endanger your own garrison. 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 467 

a diBCretionaiy power: that the whole number of his gar- 
rison did not exceed two thousand six hundred men, after ~ 
he had spared two hundred and seTenty-five to the ships 
commanded by Mr. Edgecumbe : that the ordinary duty 
of the garrison requiring eight hundred men, the wliole 
number was not sufBcient for three reliefs : that, if he had 
detached a battalion on board the fleet, he should not 
bare had above two reliefs, at a time when be believed the 
place was in danger of being attacked, for good reasons, 
which he did not think himself at liberty to mention : that 
his orders being doubtful, be held a council of war, which 
was of opinion, that as undoubted intelligence was, received 
of the French army's being landed at Minorca, to the 
number of between thirteen and sixteen thousand men, 
■ajiA that a French squadron of sixteen ships was stationed 
off the harbour, the sending a detachment equal to a 
battalion from Gibraltar would be an ineffectual supply 
for the relief of the place, and a weakening of the gar-- 
rison from which they must be sent. He observed, that 
supposing the orders to have been positive, and seven 
hundred men detached to Minorca, the number remain- 
ing at Gibraltar would not have exceeded one thousand 
five hundred and fifty-six : a deduction of seven hundred 
more, according to the order of May the twelfth, would 
have ]eit a remainder of eight hundred and fifty-six : that 
the men daily on duty in the garrison, including artificers 
and labourers in the king's works, amounted to eight 
hundred and thirty-nine ; so that if he had complied with 
the orders as they arrived, he would not have had more 
than seventeen men over and above the number necessary 
for the daily work of tiie garrison: tlius the important 
fortress pf Gibraltar must, at this critical conjuncture, 
Jiave been almost left naked and defenceless to the at- 
tempts of the enemy; and had those detachmenta 
actually sent abroad, it afterwards nppenret 
eould not have been landed on the island^ 
The order trannnitted to general FowkeJ 
«mpty vessels, for a further transpaitft^O|^|| 
to have been superfluous ; for it ean I 
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1756. he could have occasion for them, unless to embark the 
whole garrison and abandon the place. It seems likewise 
to have been unnecessary to exhort tlie general to keep 
the garrison as alert as possible, during that critical time; 
inasmuch as it would have been impossible for the men to 
have enjoyed the least repose or intermission of duty, had 
the orders been punctually and literally obeyed. What 
other assistance it might have been in the governor's 
power to give for the relief of Minorca, or in what manner 
he could avoid fatiguing his garrison, while there was an 
impossibility of relieving the guards, it is not easy to com- 
prehend. Be that as it may, when the trial was finished, 
and the question put to acquit or suspend for one year, 
the court was equally divided ; and in such cases the cast- 
ing vote being vested in the president, he threw it into 
the scale against the prisoner, whom his majesty thought 
fit to dismiss from his service. 

XXXI. The expectation of the public was now eagerly 
turned towards America, the chief if not the sole scene 
of our military operations. On the twenty-fifth day of 
June, Mr. Abercrombie arrived at Albany, the firontier of 
New York, and assumed the command of the forces there 
assembled, consisting of two regiments which had served 
under Braddock, two battalions raised in America, two 
regiments now transported from England, four inde- 
pendent companies which had been many years main- 
tained in New York, the New Jersey regiment, four com- 
panies levied in North Carolina, and a body of provincial 
forces raised by the government of New England. Those 
to the southward, including Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Virginia, had not yet determined on any regular plan of 
operation, and were moreover hard pressed in defendmg 
their western frontiers from the French and Indians, who, 
in skulking parties, made sudden irruptions upon their un- 
guarded settlements, burning, plundering, and masssacring 
with the most savage inhumanity. As for South Caro- 
lina, the proportion of negro slaves to the number of white 
inhabitants was so great in that colony, that the gOTemment 
could not, with any regard to the safety of the province. 
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spare any reinforcement for the general enterprise* The 17$6. 
phin of this undertaking had been settled in the preceding 
year in a council of war, held at New York. There it 
was resolved to attack the fort of Niagara^ situated be- 
tween the lakes Ontario and Erie, in order to cut off the 
communication between Canada and Louisiana, and pre- 
vent the French from supporting their new fortresses on 
the Ohio : to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point, so 
that the frontier of New York might be delivered from 
the danger of an invasion, and Great Britain become mas- 
ter of the lake Champlain, over which the forces might be 
transported in any future attempt : to besiege fort Du 
Quesne, upon the Ohio : and to detach a body of troops 
by the river Kennebec, to alarm the capital of Canada. 
This plan was too extensive for the number of troop» 
which had been prepared : the season was too far ad- 
vanced before the regiments arrived from England ; the 
different colonies were divided in their opinions ; and Mr. 
Abercrombie postponed the execution of any important 
scheme till the arrival of lord Loudoun, who was ^aily 
expected. The reasons that delayed the reinforcement, 
and detained his lordship so long, we do not pretend to 
Explain ; though we may be allowed to observe, that many 
fair opportunities have been lost, by the neglect and pro- 
crastination of an English ministry. Certain it is, the 
unaccountable delay of this armament rendered it useless 
for a whole year, afforded time and leisure to the enemy 
to take their precautions against any subsequent attack, 
and, in the mean time, to proceed unmolested in distress- 
ing the British settlements. Even before this period, 
they had attacked and reduced a small post in the country 
of the Five Nations, occupied by twenty-five English- 
men, who were cruelly butchered to a man, in the midst 
of those Indians whom Great Britain had long numbered 
iunong her allies. 

XXXIL Sooh after this expedition, having received 
intelligence that a considerable convoy of provisions and 
stores for the garrison of Oswego, would in a Uttle time 
set out from Sdienectady, and be conveyed in batteaux up 
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1756. the river Onondaga, they formed an ambuscade amongthe 
woods and thickets on the north side of that river ; but 
understanding the convoy had passed before they reached 
the place, they resolved to wait the return of the detach- 
ment* Their design, however, was frustrated by the. 
vigilance and valour of colonel Bradstreet, who expected 
such an attempt, and had taken his measures accordingly. 
On the third day of July, while he stenuned the stream of 
the river, with his batteaux formed into three divisions, 
they were saluted with the Indian war-whoop, and a 
general discharge of musquetry from the north shore. 
Bradstreet immediately ordered his men to land on the 
opposite bank, and with a few of the foremost took pos- 
session of a small island, where he was forthwith attacked 
by a party of the enemy, who had forded the river for 
that purpose ; but these were soon repulsed. Another 
body having passed a mile higher, he advanced to them 
at the head of two hundred men, and fell upon them, 
sword in hand, with such vigour, that many were killed 
on the spot, and the rest driven into the river with such 
precipitation, that a considerable number of them were 
drowned. Having received information that a third body 
of them had passed at a ford still higher, he marched 
thither without hesitation, and pursued them to the other 
side,. where they were entirely routed and dispersed. In 
this action, which lasted near three hours, about seventy 
of the batteaux men were killed or wounded; but the 
enemy lost double the number killed, and above seventy 
taken prisoners. In all probability the whole detachment 
of the French, amounting to. seven hundred men^ would 
have been cut off, had not a heavy rain interposed, and 
disabled colonel Bradstreet from following his blow; for 
that same night he was joined by captain Patten with his 
grenadiers, in his march from Oneida to Oswego; and 
next morning reinforced with two hundred men, detached 
to his assistance from the garrison of Oswego ; but by 
this time the rivulets were so swelled by the rain, that it 
was found impracticable to pursue the enemy through the 
woods and thickets. Patten and his grenadiers accom- 
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paqied the detachment to Oswego, while Bradstreet pur- i766b 
sued his voyage to Schenectady, from whence he repaired " 

to Albany, and communicated to general Abercrombie 
the intelligence he had received from the prisoners, that 
a large body of the enemy were encamped on the eastORi 
side of the lake Ontario, provided with artillery, and all 
other implements to besiege the fort of Oswego. 

XXXIII. In consequence of this information, major- 
general Webb was ordered to hold himself in readiness to 
march with one regiment to the relief of that garrison : 
but, before they could be provided with necessaries, the 
earl of Loudoun arrived at the head quarters at Albany, 
on the twenty-ninth day of July. The army at this time 
is said to have consisted of regular troops to the number 
of two thousand six hundred, about seven thousand pro« 
vincials, supposed to be in readiness to march from fort 
William Henry, under the command of general Winslow, 
over and above a considerable number of batteaux men 
at Albany and Schenectady. The garrison at Oswego 
amounted to fourteen hundred soldiers, besides three 
hundred workmen and sailors, either in the fort, or posted 
in small parties between the fort and place called Burnet's 
field, to secure a safe passage through the country of the 
Six Nations, upon whose friendship there was no longer 
any reliance. By the best accounts received of the ene- 
my's force, they had about three thousand men at Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, upon the lake Cbamplain : but 
their chief strength was collected upon the banks of the ' 

lake Ontario, where their purpose undoubtedly was to re- 
duce the English fort at Oswego. The immediate object, 
therefore, of lord Loudoun's attention was the relief of 
this place ; but his design was strenuously opposed by the 
province of New York and other northern governments, 
who were much more intent upon the reduction of Crown 
Point, and the security of their own frontiers, which they 
apprehended was connected with this conquest. They 
insisted upon Winslow's being joined by some regiments 
of regular troops before he should march against this for- 
tress; and stipulated that a body of reserve should be 
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I75e. detained at Albany, for the defence of tbat firdntiei^.in 
case Winslow should fail in his enterprise, and be' de- 
feated. At length they agreed, that the regiment which 
Mr. Abercrombie had destined for that purpose should 
bir detached for the relief of Oswego: and on the twelfth 
day of August, major-general Webb began his march 
with it from Albany ; but on his arrival at the carrying- 
place, between the Mohock's river and Wood*s creek, he 
received the disagreeable news that Oswego was taken, 
and the garrison made prisoners of war. Mr. Webb, ap- 
prehending himself in danger of being attacked by the 
besieging army, began immediately to render the creek 
impassable, even to canoes, by felling trees, and throwing 
them into the stream; while the enemy » ignorant of his 
numbers, and apprehensive of a like visitation from him, 
took the very same method of preventitig his approach : 
in consequence of this apprehension, he was permitted to 
retire unmolested. 

XXXIV. The loss of the two small forts, called On- 
tario and Oswego, was a considerable national misfortune. 
They were erected on the south side of the great lake 
Ontario, standing on the opposite sides, at the mouth of 
the Onondago river, that discharges itself into the lake, 
and constituted a post of great importance, where vessels 
had been built, to cruise upon the lake, which is a kind of 
inland sea, and interrupt the commerce as well as the 
motions and designs of the enemy. The garrison, as we 

^ have already observed, consisted of fourteen hundred 

men, chiefly mihtia and new-raised recruits, unde^ the 
command of Ueutenant-colonel Mercer, an officer of cou- 
rage and experience ; but the situation of the forts was 
very ill chosen; the materials mostly timber or logs of 
wood; the defences wretchedly contrived, and unfinished; 
and, in a word, the place altogether untenable against any 
regular approach. Such were the forts which the enemy 
wisely resolved to reduce. Being under no apprehension 
for Crown Point, they assembled a body of troops, con- 
sisting of thirteen hundred regulars, seventeen hundred 
Canadians, and a considerable number of Indian auxilia- 
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Tien, under the comman'd of the marquis de Montcahiij a 1756L 
vigilant and enterprising o£Scer, to whom the conduct of 
the siege was intrusted by the marquis de Vaudreuil, go^ 
vemor and Ueutenant-general of New France. The first 
step taken by Montcalm was to block up Oswego hy 
water with two large armed vessels, and post a strong 
body of Canadians on the road between Albany and the 
forts, to cut off air communication of succour and intelli« 
gence. Iii the mean time, he embarked his artillery and 
stores upon the lake, and landed them in the bay of Nix- 
ouri, the place of general rendezvous. At another creek^ 
within half a league of Oswego, he' erected a battery fo'if 
the protection of his vessels; and bn the twelfth day of 
August, at midnight, after his dispositions had b^en 
made, he bpened the trenches before fort Ontario. Th^ 
garrison having fired away all their shells and ammuni- 
tion, spiked up the cannon, and deserting the fort, retired 
next day across the river into Oswego, which was eveii 
more exposed than the other, especially When the enemy 
had taken possession of Ontario, from Whence they imme« 
diately begain to fire without intermission. Colonel Mer* 
cer being, on the thirteenth, killed by a cannon ball, the 
fort destitute of all cover, the officers divided in opinion, 
and the garrison in confusion, they next day demanded iet 
capitulation, and surrendered prisoners of war', on condi* 
tion that they should be exempted from plunder, con- 
ducted to Montreal, and treated with humanity. Thes^ 
conditions, however, the marquis did not punctually ob- 
serve. The 'British officers and soldiers were insulted by 
the savage Indians, who robbed them of their clothes and 
baggage, massacred several men as they stood defenceless 
on the parade, assassinated lieutenant De la Court, as he 
lay wounded in his tent, under the protection of a French 
officer, and barbarously scalped all the sick people in the 
hospital: finally, Montcalm, in direct violation of the arti- 
cles, as well as in contempt of common humanity, deli- 
vered up above twenty men of th^ garrison to the Indians, 
in lieu of the same number they had lost during the siege; 
and, in all probability, these miserable captives were put 
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175a to death by those barbarians with the most ezcruciatJDg 
tortures, according to the execrable custom of the coun- 
try. Those who countenance the perpetration of cruel- 
ties at which human nature shudders with horror, ought 
to be branded as infamous to ail posterity. Such, how- 
ever, were the trophies that, in the course of the Ameri- 
can war, distinguished the operations of a people who 
pique themselves upon politeness, and the virtues of hu- 
manity. The prisoners taken at Oswego, after having 
been thus barbarously treated, were conveyed in batteaux 
to Montreal, where they had no reason to complain of 
their reception ; and before the end of the year they were 
exchanged. The victors immediately demolished the two 
forts, (if they deserved that denomination,) in which they 
found one hundred and twenty-one pieces of artillery, 
fourteen mortars, with a great quantity of ammunition, 
warlike stores, and provision, besides two sloops, and two 
hundred batteaux, which likewise fell into their hands. 
Such an important magazine, deposited in a place alto- 
gether indefensible, and without the reach of immediate 
succour, was a flagrant proof of egregious folly, temerity,, 
and misconduct. 

XXXV. The earl of Loudoun, finding the season too 
far advanced to admit of any enterprise against the enemy, 
exerted all his endeavours in making preparations for an 
early campaign in the spring, securing the frontiers of the 
English colonies, in forming an uniform plan of action, 
and promoting a spirit of harmony among the different 
governments, which had been long divided by jarring in- 
terests, and other sources of dissension. Meanwhile, the 
forts Edward and William Henry were put in a proper 
posture of defence, and secured with numerous garrisons; 
and the forces put into winter quarters at Albany, where 
comfortable barracks were built for that purpose. Fort 
Granvilla, on the confines of Pennsylvania, an inconsider- 
able block-house, was surprised by a party of French and 
Indians, who made the garrison prisoners, consisting of 
two and twenty soldiers, with a few women and children. 
These they loaded with flour and provisions, and drove 
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them into captivity ; but the fort they reduced to ashes. 1756. 
Many shocking murders were perpetrated upon defence- ' 

less people, without distinction of age or sex, in different 
parts of the frontiers; but these outrages were, in some 
measure, balanced by the advantages resulting from, a 
treaty of peace, which the governor of Pennsylvania con« 
eluded with the Delaware Indians, a powerful tribe that 
dwell upon the river Susquehanna, forming, as it were, a 
line along the southern skirts- of the province. At the 
same time the governor of Virginia secured the friendship 
and alliance of the Cherokees and Catawbas, two powerful 
nations adjoining to that colony, who were able to bring 
three thousand fighting men into the field. All these cir- 
cumstances considered. Great Britain had reason to ex^ 
pect that the ensuing campaign would be vigorously pro- 
secuted in America, especially as a fresh reinforcement of 
troops, with a great supply of warlike stores, were sent to 
that country in fourteen transports, under convoy of two 
ships of war, which sailed from Cork in Ireland, about 
the beginning of November. 

XXXY I. No action of great importance distinguished 
the naval transactions of this year on the side of America. 
In the beginning of June, captain Spry, who commanded 
a small squadron cruising off Louisbourg in the island 
of cape Breton, took the Arc en Ciel, a French ship of 
fifly guns, having on board near six hundred men, with a 
large quantity of stores and provisions for the garrison* 
He likewise made prize of another French ship, with scr 
▼enty soldiers, two hundred barrels of powder, two large 
brass mortars, and other stores of the Uke destination. 
On the twenty-seventh day of July, commodore Holmes, 
being in the same latitude, with two large ships and a 
couple of sloops, engaged two French ships of the line 
and four frigates, and obliged them to sheer off, afler an 
obstinate dispute. A great number of privateers were 
equipped in this country, as well as in the West India 
islands belonging to the crown of Great Britain ; and as 
those seas swarmed with French vessels, their cruises 
proved very advantageous to the adventurers. 
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1756. XXXVIL Scenes of highto import weie ibis jear 
acted by tbe Britisb anna in the East Indies. ' Tbe cessa- 
tion of bostilities between the English and French com- 
panies on the peninsula of Indu^, though it encouraged 
Mr. Clive to' visit his native coimtry, was not of long durar 
tion; for in a few months both sides recommenced their 
Operations, no Icmger as auxiliaries to the princes of the 
country, but as principals and rivals, both in arms and 
commerce. Major Lisurence, who ndw. enjoyed the chief 
command of the English force, obtained divers advantages 
over the enemy; and prosecuted his success with siich 
vigour, as, in all probability, would, in a little time, have 
terminated the war according to his own wish; when the 
progress of his arms was interrupted and suspended by an 
unfortunate event at Calcutta, the cause of which is not 
easily explained: for extraordinary pains have been taken 
to throw a veil over some transactions, from whence this 
calamity was immediately or remotely derived. 

XXXVIII. The old suba or viceroy of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orixa, dying in tbe month of April in the yeac^ one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty*six, was succeed^ by 
his adopted son, Sur Rajah al Dowlat, a young man of vio- 
lent passions, without principle, fortitude, or good £Edth, 
who began his administration with acts of perfidy and 
violence. In all probability, his design against the Eng^ 
lish settlements was suggested by his rapacibus disposi- 
tion, on a belief that they abounded with treasure ; as (he 
pretences which he used for commencing hostilities were 
altogether inconsistent, false, knd frivolous. In the month 
of May, he caused the English factory at Cassimbuzsar 
to be invested, and inviting Mr. Watts, the chief of the 
fiictory, to a conference, under the sanction of a safe con- 
duct, detained him as prisoner ; then, by means of fraud 
and force intermingled, made himself master of the fiu:- 
tory. This exploit being achieved, he made no secret of 
his design to deprive the English of all their settlements. 
With this view he marched to Calcutta, at the head of a 
numerous army, and invested the place, which was then 
in no posture of defence. 
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XXXIX. The governor, intimidated by the number 1756. 
and power of the enemy, abandoned the fort, and, with 
some principal persona residing in the settlement, took 
refuge on board a ship in the river, carrying along with 
them their most valuable effects, and the books of the 
company. Thus the defence of the place devolved to Mr. 
Holwell, the second in command, who, with the assistance 
of a few gallanC officers, and a very feeble garrison, main- 
tained it with uncommon courage and resolution against 
several attacks, until he was overpowered by numbers, 
and the enemy had forced their way into the castle. 
Then he was obliged to submit; and the suba, or viceroy, 
promised, on the word of a soldier, that no injury should 
be done to him or his garrison. Nevertheless, they were 
all driven, to the number of one hundred and forty-six 
persons of both sexes, into a place called the Black Hole 
prison, a cube of about eighteen feet, walled up to the 
eastward and southward, the only quarters from which 
they could expect the least refreshing air, and open to 
the westward by two windows strongly barred with iron, 
through which there was no perceptible circulation. The 
humane reader will conceive with horror the miserable 
situation to which they must have been reduced, when 
thus stewed up in a close sultry night under such a cli- 
mate as that of Bengal, especially when he reflects that 
many of them were wounded, and all of them fatigued 
with hard duty. Transported with rage to find themselves 
thus barbarously cooped up in a place where they must be 
exposed to suffocation, those hapless victims endeavoured 
to force open the door, that they might rush upon the 
swords of the barbarians by whom they were surrounded : 
but all their efforts were ineffectual ; the door was made 
to open inwards, and being once shut upon tbem, the 
crowd pressed upon it so strongly as to render all their 
endeavours abortive: then they were overwhelmed with 
distraction and despair. Mr. Holwell, who had placed 
himself at one of the windows, accosted a jemmautdaar, 
or sergeant of the Tndian guard; and having endeavoured 
to excite his compassion, by drawing a pathetic picture of 
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176a. The miserable prisoners^ perceinng the water rather ag- 
gravated than relieved their distress, grew clamorous for 
aiTi and repeated their insults to the guard, loading the 
suba and his governor with the most virulent reproach. 
From railing, they had recourse to prayer, beseeching 
Heaven to put an end to their misery. They now began 
to drop on all hands; but then a steam arose from the 
living and the dead, as pungent and volatile as spirits of 
hartshorn ; so that all who could not approach the win- 
dows were suffocated. Mr. Holwell, being weary of life, 
retired once more to the platform, and stretched himself 
by the reverend Mr. Jervis Bellamy, who, together with 
his son, a lieutenant, lay dead in each other's embrace. 
In this situation he was soon deprived of sense, and lay to 
all appearance dead till day broke, when his body was 
discovered, and removed by his surviving friends to one 
of the windows, where the fresh air revived him, and he 
was restored to bis sight and senses. The suba, at last, 
being informed that the greater part of the prisoners were 
suffocated, inquired if the chief was alive; and being an- 
swered in the affirmative, sent an order for their imme- 
diate release, when no more than twenty-three survived 
of an hundred and forty-six who had entered alive. 

XL. Nor was the late deliverance, even of these few, 
owi^g to any sentiment of compassion in the viceroy. He 
had received intimation that there was a considerable 
treasure secreted in the fort, and that Mr. Holwell knew 
the place where it was deposited. That gentleman, who, 
with his surviving companions, had been seized with a 
putrid fever immediately upon their release, was dragged 
in that condition before the inhuman suba, who ques- 
tioned him about the treasure, which existed nowhere but 
in his own imagination ; and would give no credit to bis 
protestations, when he solemnly declared he knew of no 
such deposit. Mr. Holwell and three of his friends were 
loaded with fetters, and conveyed three miles from the 
Tndian camp, where they lay all night exposed to a severe 
rain : next morning they were brought back to town, still 
manacled, under the scorching beams of a sun intensely 
hot; and must infallibly have expired, had not nature 
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expelled the fever in large painfid biles, that coTered 1766. 
almost the whole body. In this piteous condition they 
were embarked in an open boat for MuxadaYad, the 
capital of Bengal, and underwent such cruel treatment 
and misery in their passage, as would shock the humane 
reader, should he peruse the particulars. At Muxadavad 
they were led through the city in chains, as a spectacle to 
the inhabitants, lodged in an open stable, and treated finr 
some days as the worst of criminals. At length the suba's 
grandmother interposed her mediation in their behalf; 
and as that prince was by this time convinced that there 
was no treasure concealed at Calcutta, he ordered them 
to be set at liberty. When some of his sycophants 
opposed this indulgence, representing that Mr. Holwell 
had still enough left to pay a considerable ransom; he 
replied, with some marks of compunction and generosity, 
'' If he has any thing left, let him keep it : his sufferings 
have been great : he shall have his liberty." Mr. Holwell 
and his friends were no sooner unfettered, than they took 
water for the Dutch tanksall or mint, in the neighbour- 
hood of that city, where they were received with greajt 
tenderness and humanity. The reader, we hope, will 
excuse us for having thus particularized a transaction so 
interesting and extraordinary in all its circumstances. 
The suba, having destroyed Cakutta and dispersed the 
inhabitants, extorted large sums from the French and 
Dutch factories, that he might display a spirit of impar- 
tiality against all the Europeans, even in his oppression, 
and returned to his city of Muxadavad in triumph. By 
the reduction of Calcutta, the English East India com- 
pany's affairs were so much embroiled in that part of the 
world, that perhaps nothing could have retrieved them 
but the interposition of a national force, and the good 
fortune of a Clive, whose enterprises were always crowned 
with success. 

XLI. As the English East India company had, for a 
whole century, been at a considerable expense in main- 
taining a marine force at Bombay, to protect their ships 
from the piracies of the Angrias, who had rendered them- 
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1756. selves independent princes, and fortified Geriah in that 
^ neighl)ourhood ; many unsuccessful attempts had been 
made to destroy their naval power, and reduce the fortress, 
under which they always took shelter. In the year one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, the fleet of Tulla- 
gee Angria, the reigning prince, attacked three Dutch 
ships of force, which they either took or destroyed. 
EUated with this success, he boasted that he should, in a 
little time, sweep the seas of the Europeans ; and began 
to build some large ships, to reinforce his grabs and gal- 
livats, which were the vessels on which he had formerly 
depended. Next year his neighbours, the Mahrattas, 
having signified to the presidency at Bombay, that they 
were disposed to join in the necessary service of humbling 
this common enemy, so formidable to the whole Malabar 
coast, commodore James was detached with some ships of 
force to attack Angria, in conjunction with those idlies. 
They accordingly joined him with seven grabs and sixty 
gallivats. They proceeded to the harbour of Sevem- 
droog, where Angria's fleet lay at anchor: but they no 
sooner received intelligence of his approach, than they 
slipped their cables and stood out to sea. He chased 
them with all the canvas he could carry ; but their vessels 
being lighter than his, they escaped ; and he returned to 
Sevemdroog, which is a fortress situated on an island 
within musket-shot of the main land, strongly but irregu- 
larly fortified, and mounted with fifty-four pieces of can- 
non. There were three other small forts on the continent, 
the largest of which was called Goa. On the second day 
of April, the commodore began to batter and bombard 
the island, fort, and fort Goa, at the same time. That 
of Severndroog ivas set on fire; one of the magazines 
blew up ; a general conflagration ensued ; the garrison 
were overwhelmed with fire and confusion ; the English 
seamen landed under cover of the fire from the ships, and 
took the place by storm with very little loss. The other 
forts were immediately surrendered ; and all of these, by 
treaty, delivered to the Mahrattas. On the eighth of 
April, the commodore anchored off Bancote, now called 
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fort Victoria, one of the most northern parts of Angria's 1756. 
dominion, which surrendered without opposition, and still 
remains in the hands of the English East India company, 
hiy the consent of the Mahrattas* The harbour is good, 
and here is a great trade for salt and other commodities 
sent hither from Bombay. 

XLII. It was in November following that the squadron 
under admiral Watson arrived at Bombay, where it was 
resolved to give Angria the finishing stroke, still in con- 
junction with the Mahrattas. Meanwhile commodore 
James was sent to reconnoitre Geriah, the capital of his 
dominions, and to sound the depth of the harbour; a 
service which he successfully performed. The admiral 
being joined by a division of ships fitted out at the com- 
pany's expense, having on board a body of troops com- 
manded by colonel Clive, sailed on the seventh day of 
February, and found in the neighbourhood of Geriah the 
Mahratta fleet, consisting of four grabs, and forty smaller 
vessels, called gallivats, lying to the northward of the 
place, in a creek called Rajipore ; and a' land army of 
horse and foot, amounting to seven or eight thousand 
men, the whole commanded by Rhamagee Punt, who had 
already taken one small fort, and was actually treating 
about the surrender of Geriah. Angria himself had 
quitted the place, but his wife and family remained under 
the protection of his brother-in-law; who, being sum- 
moned to surrender by a message from the admiral, re- 
plied, that he would defend the place to the last ex- 
tremity. In consequence of this refusal, the whole English 
fleet, in two divisions, sailed on the twelfth day of Febru- 
ary into the harbour, and sustained a warm fire from the 
enemy's batteries as they passed, as well as from the 
grabs posted in the harbour for that purpose ; this, how- 
ever, was soon silenced after the ships were brought to 
their stations, so as to return the salutation. Between 
the hours of four and five in the afternoon, a shell being 
thrown into one of Angria's armed vessels, set her on fire ; 
and the flames communicating to the rest, they were all 
destroyed : between six and seven the fort was set on fire 
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1766. by another shell ; and loon after the firing ceased on 
both sides. The admiral, suspecting that the governor 
of the place would surrender it to the Mahrattas rather 
than to tbarEngiisih, disembarked all the troops und^ 
Mr. Clivey that he might be at hand, in case of emer^ 
gency, to take possession. In the mean time, the fort 
was bombarded; the Une of battle ships were warped 
near enough to batter in breach; and then the admiral 
sent an officer with a flag .of truce to the goyemor, re- 
quiring him to surrender. His proposal being again re- 
jected, the English ships renewed their fire next day with 
redoubled vigour. About one o'clock the magazine of 
the fort blew up; and at four the garrison hung out a 
white flag for capitulation. The pariey that ensued 
proving ineffectual, the engagement began again, and 
continued till fifteen minutes after five ; when the white 
flag was again displayed, and now the governor submitted 
to the terms which were imposed. Angria's flag was im- 
mediately hauled down ; and two English captains, taking 
possession of the fort with a detachment, forthwith hoisted 
the British ensign. To these captains, whose names were 
Buchannan and Forbes, the Mahrattas offered a bribe of 
fifty thousand rupees, if they would allow them to pass 
their guards, that they might take possession of the fort 
for themselves: but this offer was rejected with disdain, 
and immediately disclosed to colonel Clive, who took ef- 
fectual measures to frustrate their design. In this pVace, 
which was reduced with very inconsiderable loss, the con- 
querors found above two hundred cannon, six brass mor- 
tars, a large quantity of ammunition, with money and 
effects to the value of one hundred and thirty thousand 
pounds. The fleet which was destroyed consisted of 
eight grabs, one ship finished, two upon the atocks, and i 
good number of galiivats. Among the prisoners, the ad- 
miral found Angria's wife, children, and mother, towards 
whom^ie demeaned himself with great humanity s. Three 

f When th» admiral entered tbair apartment, the whole family sheddiag 
floods of teara fell with their faces to the ground ; from which being raised, the 
mother of Angria told him, in a piteous tone, the people had no king, she do 
son, her daughter no husband, their children no fitker. Th« admiral repljiifi 
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hundred European soldiers, and as many sepoys, were 1756. 
lefl to guard the fort ; and four of the company's armed 
vessels remained in the harbour for the defence of 
the place, which was extremely well situated for com- 
merce. 

XLIII. The admiral and Mr. Clive sailed back to 
Madras in triumph, and there another plan was formed 
for restoring the company's affairs upon the Ganges, re- 
covering Calcutta, and taking vengeance on the cruel 
viceroy of Bengal. In October they set sail again for 
the bottom of the bay ; and about the beginning of De- 
cember arrived at Balasore, in the kingdom of Bengal. 
Having crossed the Braces, they proceeded up the river 
Ganges as far as Falta, where they found governor 
Drake, and the other persons who had escaped on board 
of the ships when Calcutta was invested. Colonel Ctive 
was disembarked with his forces to attack the fort of 
Busbudgia by land, while the admiral battered it by sea ; 
but the place being ill provided with cannon, did not hold 
out above an hour after the firing began. This conquest 
being achieved at a very easy purchase, two of the great- 
est ships anchored between Tanny fort and a battery on 
the other side of the river, which were abandoned before 
one shot was discharged against either : thus the passage 
was laid open to Calcutta, the reduction of which we 
shall record among the transactions of the ensuing year. 

<'They must look upon him as their father and their friend ;" the youngest boy, 
about six years of age, seized him by the hand, and sobbing exclaimed, " Then 
you shall be my father." Mr. Watson was so affected with this pathetic ad- 
dress, that the tears trickled down his cheeks, while he assured them they might 
depend upon his protection and friendship. 
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